
This Summer
You ran be out in all kinds of weather, yet
avoid the worry and annoyance of a soiled
collar -and save laundry bills,too, by wearing
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The Certified Check
Continued from page 8

claimed Carleton.
"Have Loring& Co. nothing

to say about it- Our name is forged fora large
amount, and you and Mr. Hasselmann calmly
agree to let the matter drop. Mr. Loring may
not be inclined to be so lenient."

The president hesitated, Then, before Car-
leton could anticipate the movement, he picked
up the check an.i tore it into fragments.

\u25a0
•
I think. Mr. Carleton, that you and Mr.

Loring will findit better to agree withMr. Has-
selmann and mvstlf." he said suavely. "A
trick has undoubtedly been played upon Mr.
Leasing, either by some practical joker, or by
some one who owes him a persona! grudge,
somebody D the Street with whose plans Mr.
i., . in ; has interfered, and who has sought
thus basely to discredit him. Mr. Lessing has
frit-nil who are unwilling to see him victimized.
Do Imake myself clear, Mr. Carleton?"

XJi >\< answer the young man reached over and
1

t»>k a blank 'check from the president's
desk and rapidly filled it out "You do." he
said in a low tone, "and this is my reply- I
noticed the exact amount of our balance with
you when I looked at our checkbook before
leaving New York. This cluck represents it.
Itis the last one we shall draw on this bank."
He turned on his heel and left the office."

Carte presented his chirk at the window.
The cashier looked at him in some surprise and
dropped the check on the desk oi the corre-
spondence clerk, who soon returned it to the
cashier, as the latter came back with a package
of bills inhis hand.

"o K. Total balance." was the brief report,"I'!,a \u25a0• have our passl>ook balanced as soon
as you receive itfrom New York and close the
account." Carleton said as the cashier began
to count out the money.

The cashier saw Carleton cross the street and
enter the door, of the Second National Hank,

bearing with him one of the Fourth National's
most desirable accounts.

"There'll be the deuce of a fuss over this at
tin- dim tors' meiting."remarked the receiving
teller through the grating

Tin- cashier grunted. "No. there won't.
The di\,tors ,1,, \u0084s Williams nils them, and
Williams does as Mellor says. MeCor is re-
sponsible for this. He was closeted with the
old man f.-r two hours this morning. Hut if
vnii ask me. Ishould say it was mighty poor
business t-. throw away one of the biggest and
steadiest balances we have for a precarious ac-
count like that of Lessing's Sometimes he has
a hundred thousand, an. sometimes

—
more

often
—

he hasn't a hundred cents. He only
keeps an account here so that he can cover up
his overdrafts by kiting checks between her*
and New York. Itmakes me tired!"

A ~s Carleton mounted the concourse at Ho-
\u25a0**• boken and passed through the ferryhouse
on his way to the upper deck of the boat, he
caught si'^ht ofa youne woman standing a little
to one side. Even as he looked, the gates were
thrown open and a stream of pass t-ngers poured
through from a 23d-St. boat that had just
Come in A man detached himself from the
hurrying throng and approached the waiting
girl. Carleton gave a start of surprise, then
nastily turned his back on the couple and
boarded a boat for Barclay-st

TWENTY minutes later, he entered the pri-1 vate office oi Abel Loring.
"Anythingto report, John 1

"
asked that man

"Only that Ithought Ihad Francis I.essing
in the Tombs awaiting trial, and Ihave an-
other think coming.""Explain.""

Ican't. I'd like to. I've seen Hasselmann
and Williams both, and the conduct of the lat-
ter admits of so little explanation that I've
withdrawn our account and open d one with
the Second National."

Having thoroughly mystified his partner.
Carleton then gave him a detailed description
of his experiences,"

Iti^urr it out this way, chief.*! he con-
cluded. "It was just three months ago that
I.essing got si.badly squeezed when he fell into
tin- trap Ilaid for him on discovering that he
was using Morgan to spy on our stenographer
from tin- window across the airshaft, and get-
ting at the contents of the firm's private cor-
respondence through the Itoolpigeon's expert
knowledge of the touch system oi typewriting."

H.idly squeezed as Lessing was,' he weath-
ered the storm, and everything has been i-oing
smoothly in his business, to all outward ap-
pearance, ever since. 1 have made it my con-
cern to know, however, that this appearance
has been due to the fact that he has been doing
VIrv little business. Itlooks tome as ifhe had
raised enough money on sixty-day loans to
carry him, and had then got thirl da vs'more
time. To-day it was up to him to make good
or be •!•! out. ami. knowing I.essing as well as
1 .!\u25a0\u25a0 Ican imagine that he may well have
shrunk from having either the character or
perhaps the real ownership of his collateral dis-
covered. At any rate, he had to have the
money, and he ar^vt 1 that if he could get it a
day or two ahead of time and have the use olit, he might, by a quick turn, double it and
come out even.

"He had taken care of Morgan by hiving
him placed, under the name of Acton, on the
payroll of the Fourth National Bank of Orange,
an.i then used this facile tool to work our hii
ingenious scheme. What hiihold on Morgan is
Idon't know-, and it is not necessary for us to
know. Morgan knew that if the scheme suc-
ceeded Lessing would protect him in order to
protect himself, as well as to have the use of
Morgan's cunning brain and skilful fingers for

his next unlawful enterprise. Ifthe scheme
didn't succeed —well. .Morgan was taking no
more chances than his principal, and had three
days' start of him ina getaway.

"Morgan forged the check and gave it to
I.essing. arranging that his vacation should
begin on the day set for turning the trick, so

that his absence would arouse no comment.
Leasing cashed the check Saturday, waiting

till he knew that Williams and Cheever had
gone to luncheon at the Mellors", and that his
confederate would answer the telephone when
the Roosevelt Trust called up to verity the cer-
tification. Leasing knew that the check would
not get through to the Fourth National until
this morning, and that he would thus have the
use of ninety thousand dollars in cold cash
from Saturday ntM.n until Tuesday morning.
Youcan do a t»t with that amount on the mar-
ket in a busy day. ami I.essing took his roll to

Chicago, where the pace is swiff, and. from
what Isaw and heard, he was bunched right up
in the lead with the men who were setting it.
He could afford to take big chances; for itwas
make or break with him. and it looks as if he
had made a winning.

**Sohe was able toshow up this noon witha
big wad and Sash itto llasselmana and return
the money, with a rather wo«>zy yarn about
having received the check through the mail.
Note that it was indorsed simply to him. ami
not to his firm Thi>. of course* accounts fur
his cashier's ignorance ol the transaction; but
not for Lessing's unsuspicious acceptance of
this unexpected gift from the gods. Still, even
his enemies will give I.essing credit for not
looking a gifthorse in the mouth, and. todivert
attention from his own childlike action, he tills
Ha^sehnann's ears with the... joke st. >ry.
then qualifies itwith the subtle suggestion oi a
business rival,one with a personal grudgr. one
with whose plans he has interfered.•• We are it. the jealous ones. Iam the man
with the personal grudge, seeking to discredit
him. Hassetmann rej»irts to Williams.

'Every-
thing •». X.' Why not? He's got his money.

searched the orchestra chairs until he had lo-
cated Vun boy, sitting then between two Othef
boys. When anything funny happened on the
Stage he furtively watched the whole souled
merriment oi this group; for the play was a
cornedy

—
as are. it m.iv incidentally be s.iid.

almost all the plays President Taft elects to
witness. At the clo*e of the second act a col-
ored footman in White House livery sum-
moned Master Charlie to the presidential party.
and the President, having ri^en, stood with his
arm about the boy's shoulders as he intro-
duced him and chatted with his guests.

Believe* in Democratic Training

PRESIDENT TAFT has had few decided the-
ories inregard to the children's mental .U--

vektpment; but he has advocated the demo-
cratic training oi the early grades in the public
Schools, and all the children have had that as a
grounding to their education. In the days ol
Mr Tatt's administration in the Philippines,
Robert and lli-U-n Taft went from the C«>v-
ernor's palace in Manila out to the graded
schiM.l each morning', and except in one par-
ticular this instruction was not supplemented
with what, in boarding school curriculum, are
catalogued as "extras."

This one "extra" consisted oi training in the
modern languages The President himself
speaks only English and he has felt this a seri-
ous handicap often in his career, though he con-
fesses that now with the White House inter-
preters as official prop and Mrs. Taft who is .»
splendid linguist, as mediator in the social
sphere, he tcels less lame linguistically than
ever before. Hut from the days oi their earli-
est schooling there have been French and
Herman governesses or tutors for the children.

her and Daughter
nrilE President Is also interested greatly in

the higher education ol women. It was a
keen gratification to him when his daughter de-cided to enter college, arid while he and his son
Robert have grown mta aman-to-man relation-
ship through the vacation talks over Yale d.-
ings n..w and when William Howard Taft was
an undergraduate s..n of old llli.his listening to
his daughter's sprightly account of the work
and pranks in a woman's college community
always suggests his tense, and yet amused in-
terest in watching a good play. When Miss
raft went with her father to "unveil the lastsoldier monument in the national park at
Chkkamauga. some one in the presidential
party remarked that no official arrangement
tor the President's entertainment seemed t«>
have been so happy as the seating of his
daughter m the same car with him.

On the way home the right of wav of thepresidential train became blocked, and it wasa sultry day when even the cinders seemedmucilage coated. A tlustcred member of the
committee on arrangements looked into the c irdrawing room expecting toallay the Presidentsannoyance withprofuse apology: 1-ut he found
Mr. raft and his daughter laughing heartilyov,-r some joke and withdrew.

Miss Taft has a wonderful asset for her futurem this gift -•! humor, which has helped herfather over many oi th. hard places ,n h,s pub-lic career 1 .y.n told by one who has workedclose to President Taft that when political
strings become tangled by bungling hands at-

Williams tears of the check and asks me what
I'm going to do about it. Why.' Because he
can't afford to antagonize Mellor. an-! MeHoa
can't afford to antagonize Lessing. Why.1 ;
don't know. They're in some land develop.
mlscheme together. That's enough i> rme."

\u25a0\u25a0 But the telephone call that took Wi! ..\u25a0:\u25a0. \u0084ut
of the bank?" said I.' \u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0

CARLETON'S face grew grave. "Chief." he
said slowly. 'that the deuce of it. As i

came through the Hohoken ferryhou.-.e. Lessing
got i>tl the boat and met a young woman who
had been waiting for him. That woman was
Nathalie M.li. r' Vet she denied to Williams
that she had called up Wilson. Tommy M.-d-
fonl told me srnne little time ag<; tr.it Miss»
Mellor had become very chummy with V.*;!\u25a0-< n.
She was willingto waste her expensive -w, vi-
nes* on a bank clerk, and we wondered why.
I've Stopped wondering. Iknow! 1»i.I ,he
really call him up? He said so. IbeCerc ):im.
I'm willingtogamble that she willnow. ease to

smile on him. and her reason, it she taken the
trouble to give one. willbe that Wilson, to ive
himself from being accused of forgery, told
Williams that she called him up on tht- tele-
phone tad asked him to meet her. 'The idea
of a man dragging a girl's name int>> a . :i^elike
that, even to save his reputation!" You'll see.
Then, how about this opportune luncheon in-
vitation to the Williamses anil Checvers*"

"John, this is very- unfortunate." said Abel
Luring. "Ami yet Idon't see that we can da
anything about it do you?"

"There's nothing to be done, chief, now.
Hut.if you ask me, I'd say. Keep yoi:r eye on
I.essing. keep iton the Ka-stwood Height] Land
«t Development Company; keep) it on M.-llor
in.Ithe Me!!..r Trust Company; and >•'\u25a0•-: rni^ht
take an occasional wink at President Williams
and the Fourth National I..ink <<i < >rarv_;.-. New
Jersey. Ithink it would be well to reserve the
entire other eye for J. Acton Morgan, alias
J. Acton. He willkeep it busy, if jroa ever
succeed in fastening your gaze on him. Le^ing
has slipped from my clutches this time, jnst as
he did thre»- months ago. when IMocked his
and Morgan's littlegame ol 'Ispy." !!':• there
w.i-. a time in college when Igot him— .tnd I
can wait."

The President and His Family

tempting a catfr-craoie transfer, r t.ie
strain oi raspense in crises has become .i'.:h<jsl
unbearable, radtiealjr the President 1 will <li*
COTCT a ridu.'ttlous phase in the torturing
tinn. an<l will point it out ami nniil**innlj
elaborate it until, before the general laughter
depression in the Executive Office rolls up !ik<
a >t-.ifog. anil everybody turns to the problerr
with ctearef vision.

Yet there is much oi the Spartan in Presi
<!ent Tail's nature, just as there was in th<
mother he adored, who died in a little N<m
England town last year.

MM Mather'* Faith

A >ne time during his work in the I'hilip"**
pines Mr. Taft'a health was seriously .it

feeted i>y climate and anunsuccessful opcrata •
that had been performed there. Ha mothn
suffered in terrible anxiety and longed V
have him near her. Just then President Roosc
vclt ..rit-red Mr. Taft a {'lace on the Suprcmi
i"ourt bench. To live to see this son a Suprcnn
Court Justice had been the mother's hights
ambition. Yet. when Taft'a reply came, thai
he had promised the Fi!ipin> >s to stay two years
and whatever befell he must keep that prorv.is«
to them in the crisis of affairs, and hi> brother
fearfully broke the news to her. she sail
tinnlv. "Yes. William has decided right. H<
.should not come now."

And one 0I President Taft'a stanches: ...'.
herents in Washington tells me that he is at
sure as of the justice in Heaven, that it th<
President considered it for the welfare ••: :'::<
country to remove his best friend from hijjl
Office, he would act.

It is the influence oi this mtesritv berurat!
the merry lovablcncss that h.is made ••; !

-
\u25a0-•.

dent Tail's children good pupils as well i
happy, normal in>!iviiluals.

It b the fruit <>f the Presi. lent and Mrs
Taft's unceritj and their frank pleasure ;:;lun
in: their household there, that gives to tht
White House at present the peace ol a gentle
man's home where cotutesv and justice arv' Ji»
penscd from the heart.

SHE TOLD THE TRUTH

MAMA w.t^ out oi writing paper ar. :was
rummaging through one of the drawer

in a bookcase in her daughter's room when
she was known to keep her stationery. !•: tht
search she came upon a huge bundle of tetterneatly tied with blue baby ribbons and ennt-
tins the delicate odor of the flowery Orient

She untied the bundle and glanced thri ngl
several ol them. Then she gathered them u[
.i:\>l went down stairs to confront her daughter

"Look here. Alice'" said mama in a higl
state oi indignation. "Who is the iiii.it thatyou're corresponding with. I'd like to fcnowi
»>f all the foolish. lovesick rubbish that 1 evei
heard of. this is al'solutely the very worst! 1
shall consider it mv duty as tout mother U
report the matter t.> your father if this thinj
goes on further. Who' wrote these letters' l\
not rib to me! Iwant t.> know the truth

"
"Iam not going to lie to you about them

mama." said Alice serenely. "Ifyou will!>«'
your glasses and look at them again .md

read just one clear through to the very close,
you Wln find that they're a lot of obi fetterspapa wrote to TOO when vuu were a
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Pioneer Suspenders
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