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suiter, ahi1 any measure
of prosperity benests
all alike.

Therefore, it is co:
surprising that amerj
the Hopim\u25a0womanhood
is revered, and that the
position of woman is
one of freedom and
dignity. As in the ease
of the ancient tribes.
the home and every-
thing in it belongs to
the mother, who is lit-
erally the Oueen of the
Household, and theline
of descent is on the
female side. Thoughthe
men are by no means
effeminate and are in-
defatigable workers a
outdoor pursuits, the
oceup.it ions of the t".vo
sexes are often re-
verse i. the man under-
taking many woman!"
tasks, while the women
consider :t their privi-
lege to perform sue-
work .is among the
white race would al-
ways be done by men.
For instar.ee, the wo-
men build the houses.
which is heavy work.
while the men weave,
do the dressmaking,
and kn:t the stockings.

There are six Hew
villages, or pueblos, as

the Spaniards call them, and a seventh, the Puebloci
Tewa or Hano, that was settled by Indians fenS
the Kii>Grande in New Mexico. This jjroop of seven
pueblos makes up the little Republic ot the HcpiiX
which occupies what was the old Spanish Provinces):
Tus.lv.ii: t>raibi. the largest of these -^tt'emer.ts. is

the oldest continuously inhabited city in the tw
Americas, and was probabjv a flourishing town mere
than a thousand years ago!

Allthe houses In these pueblos arc !uilt of stone
and piled on one another to tb.e height -> ::-.e:tmesct
rive stories, each story receding a little irotn the o«
below; so that the whole village for.:-.- ;. sort ofirreg-
ular pyramid, the upper stories of which are reached
by ladders or by steps place*! in the ;artition walls.
The dwellings are in the form of flats each family oc-
copying several rooms In fact the original Ameri-
can flat dwellers are the Hopi and their pleasant
communal mode of life makes this for::1,of building
the most, desirable.

Women as House Builder*

13^
"
I.it win easily be seen that the cor.>tractior. c£

this form of dwelling is fairly heavy work tori
woman, and one vi the most interest in^ sights W
the visitor admitted into their community B
buitdiiii:\u0084[ a Hopi house. The woman whose.!»«\u25a0
it is to be calls all her female friends to Kelp her. a=i
when a dozen ormore of these strong, active women

Descendants of the Cliff Dwellers

J REFER to the Hopior Hopitu tribe, the People ofPeace, wholivetheir own< Hd World lite inthe heart
of the Painted Desert of Arizona This tribe num-
bers not more than two thousand people; but. owin>;
to the fact that they have preserved socarefuliy their
ancient faith and their time honored customs, there
is probably no people in the world of greater signifi-
cance to the ethnologist. During the last tew years
much has been written about the Hopi; vet Idoubt
if anyone can really understand the life of these de-
scendants «>f the ancient Cliff Dwellers, unless he has
lived m their villages on the mesas and shared in
their daily life sufficiently tohave gained some under-
standing of their point of view. To the missionary
who attempts to convert them from the benighted
faith of their fathers, or to the Governmeni official
who undertake to instruct them in the ways of civ-ilization, their hie as a sealed book ; but the white
man who approaches them as a friend and wins
their trust, reaps a ri<h reward m the broadening of
his own mental horizon that comes from intimate
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Yet, even in this

country,] suppose there
are few people who
know that there i^ ex-
isting among us here
ami now a small free
community that pre-
serves intact the con-
ditions and customs
that their forefathers
have handed d< >wn from
immemorial ages, and that one oi the most impor-
tant ami must faithfully observed of these ancient
traditions is the respect paid to woman and theposition of dignity ami authority sla- occupies, in
relation both toher own homo lifeand to the broader
lite of the community.

II.|iWoaaaa Driwinil a Dm.n on Pottery.

A HopiMuJcn.

contact with these people who are prehistoric and
yet of the present day

For example, most people know that the Hopi
have many and elaborate religious ceremonials; butthe symbolism of these ceremonies and the beautifuland poetic faith that lies behind them is known onlyby a tew. Many tribes of our Indians preserve theform of a number of their ancient religious observ-
ances even when the meaning of them has long been
forgotten. But among the Hopitu nothing is for-
gotten, and their traditions and folklore bring to theopen mind the echoes of old wisdom which it is notwell even for civilizedman to lose sight of entirely
1heir gods are deified .Nature powers, as the MotherEarth, and the Sky or Sun God.— Father andMother of all living things To these are added the
gods of Fire and Lightning, and this closeness to theforces of Nature is the keynote to their whole mannerof life and thought as well as to their religion

This latter is largely a product of their environ-
ment: for Nature does not deal kindly with man onthe desert. Look where you willover the waste of
sand he calls home, and you willrind that the cry ofman and beast is. "Water! Water!" And so they
pray to their kindly Nature gods to give them oftins precious thud, that their crops may not wither
and they may not perish from thirst and starvation

Standing at the top of the cliffs where the Hopilive, and looking out over the desolation of the sur-
rounding desert, one wonders what could hive in-duced these people to build their homes in suchinaccessible places, so far from the fields wherethey raise their scanty crops of corn and where
not a drop of water can be found. Hut they willtell you themselves that they did not always live onthe cliffs; that there was a time when their lineswere cast in more pleasant places. Hundreds ofyears ago they lived far to the south in forest clad
mountains where there were game and water inPlenty; but their enemies, the Apache. Navaio andIte. harassed them constantly and compelled themto move from place to place, until at last they foundcomparative- peace on the summits of the impreg-nable" cliffs where they now dwell. There they haveestablished their little Republic, and are so absotutelj
sell maintaining that they are whollyindependent ofthe white man and his cv.li.at.on. and could "o onwith their quiet lite even if all the rest of Wrk£was laid waste and the pale faces banished across thesea to the lands whence they came.

Think Civilization Destructive
OXO X

probable that inno community in all theworidprobable that inno community in ill t»».I „• 11could be found agreater number ofwtient\,'2

known to history that has never invent I ! ] •
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blooded race, and have a. 1 ttl,- to do with mus possible; for they 1.1,w i 't,I^?''^
serve their racial integrit v. civ,1 ni, nI1,n ,. !T
corrupt and destroyjthem liu„th ,llIll:,
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Hopi Preparing F.»od ln a Ground Oven.


