
CHAPTER XXX.
Bcth's One Expedient

'\u25a0Uifc^Kf'"»ST\ViCK had told Beth partial
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barely in time to saw the

\j^T'^£Vv -T cituation, with the reservation open-
ing less than fort yneight hours away.

He had •;.\u25a0\u25a0• -<•'-•:: Glen, nor approached the town

\u2666i Starlighi I <er than fifteen miles. He had not
yet <••\u25a0::. •:.;. | Beth's money, which only that
noraisg ha :!eea practically "plated at McCbppet's
disposal. Bii' haying finally landed the ex-deputy
surveyor ::. \u25a0 camp, he had achieved the first
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tying at last with a speed to suit the
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During the interim between Searle's departure
£-d return, itlairs had been a trifle complicated
:r. smother <• tioh; a:Tairs that lay between the
gentler a:. \u25a0'. \u25a0 friendi the lumberman, bi^' Trimmer.

Trimint • I1 een paid only one thousand liars
'<! the sum . -. • ] upon when he jrave the name of
Calyer : balfbreed Ir^lian. <'ayuse. He had
eac« sper:: \u25a0 Imoney, demanded the balance due,
sad threat*:: \u25a0 ! M< Coppet withexposure, only to be
net w-jth . uhter threat of prison for life as the
\u25a0'\u25a0-•\u25a0"•• i \u25a0.:'\u25a0<.• in the crime. McCoppet
aeaat id j Lhe feature's price; but intended to
get it frwji ;twick: Indeed, to-day he had the

'\u25a0•]\u25a0'\u25a0 bu: is far too much engrossed with Law-
**soeto ;•: • •':.•_- lumberman a thought.

TRIMM \u25a0 axing gree<ly through the ease with
which hv had blackmailed McCoppet' hud devel-
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K^f;,i:-jury, requested Searle to come t<> Star-
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pleased by his commission. He knew the way to the
1 auchine Water claim, and iould ride the borrowed
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THE FURNACE
OF GOLD

By PHILIP VERRILL MIGHELS

SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS

BiIcably beautiful young woman from
\. v Yi.rk. with her maid Elsa, was being driven in an

from the railroad to Goldite, Nevada, by her
fiancee, I. Searle Bu twick, whither she was going I
li.rhalf-brother, Olenville Kent.

When at a roadside tation in the Xauwish Valley, v
in called Van appeared and advised the pari

to proceed I trdly blusterer, insolently told
\u25a0 business; but the latti

\u25a0 .•. i«k to depart, whih he di I.
leavinjj the womi

Van secured br< nco for Beth and Elsa, and the three
\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0 I thmunh the mountains. Van's pony fell \u25a0

•
\u0084 and the hi >rseman c

death only by ilingins to a rotten shrub twenty-fit
\u25a0 a him the >-n<! ol a rope, up whi

his supjiort fell into the depi
The party, from their eminence, >a« Bostwk'k held up

icts in the distant valley, against whom
\',iiihail vainly tired to warn him.

Tht '
tranger

- M >nte Cristo mine. ,i
\u25a0

\u25a0 Van in a terrifi< battle sub-
\u25a0

Dick.

roved 1
\u25a0 \u25a0

• '
:•r.

\u25a0

\u25a0

partm r, !
and between

ip a plot 1 \u25a0 laim falsi
\u25a0

pene<l x f this plan, Hetn' •
\u25a0 \u25a0 mil dollars, un the

\u25a0 er.
Culver \u25a0'-' \u25a0

" ial survej I
this, McCii]

idollars if he would all
n line so as to include Van's claim, so :t

irned the pr
: was munlered b\ an Indian, and Van narn \u25a0\u25a0. ape<l beii nine.

yueeny, a mining camp habitue, committed suicide be-
t-el to marry !\u25a0< r.

Met : \u25a0 ttei from her br 'ther which causetl lu-r
lattei

• I.iwnni• the ileputy, to t ike Culver's place in the
made up as a man and rode toward

:.t:.t to her brother. She lo Iher bearings and lu-r
ndstorm; but was rescued by Van. who n

• illnvilli and a istr 1 back toIloldite.

MEANTIME. H--i.
Bostwicl \u25a0 \u25a0 and lies had aroused more

rm in her breast She had
feel. ] \u25a0 artially b\ ntuil n, thai

rite to
'rlen, that he

ided the one re-
new trend in her

t < d> ii would not come soon
\u25a0 him word, and

She had thought of one
. \u25a0

\u25a0 Glen againsi leceit,
. her letter an I

her < '\u25a0!• \u25a0

Ha n the shghi

\u25a0
\u25a0 • i

• upon it
[lei \u25a0

thisprompt-

Beth any facts not necessary for her to know.
\u25a0' I'm broke, and this puts me down and out," the

letter concluded. "Come down, like a good old
chap,; anil cheer me up.

"

Bostwick destroyed the letter promptly, lest it
fallby some accident into other hands than his own.
Not without islight feeling of guilt) the man shut
out all thought, for the present] of deserting Goldite
and the plot: That Beth would learn nothing from
himself as to Glen's condition; was a certainty. He
was glad of this wisdom in the boy; this show of
courage whereby he had wished his sister spared.

But the more lie thought upon Beth's attitude
toward himself; and the mystifying confessions old
Billy Stitts had made concerning the errands he was
running f<;r the girl, the more Bostwick fretted and
warmed with exasperation, suspicion^ and jealousy.
He returned to McCoppet's. The door to the den
was still barred. Impatiently he started again for
Mrs. Dick's. He was not in the least certain as to
what he meant todo or say; but he had to do some-
thing. \u25a0

asked, her request and the letter to
the hills to Van at the Laughing Water

claim
Three lettei n >te and tore to

-
r

one was finally composed to express .ill she :
\u25a0 i it expressed <Hd Bill \u25a0

went off to wait and returned there duly, enormously

Van Wa in Sitfht. »nJ

the Convict** Drraih Cam.
QuicUy m He Wailird.


