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'PHONECIRCLING EARTH |
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yIRES BEING STRUNG IN,!
EVERY. CLIME, :

—— .

Obstacics, Natural and  Artificial,
Gradually Overcome in Lands
: of the Orient,

yew Torkers, who have the most perfect. tele- |
saape system in the woffd, little realize the trials |
o the meD whose work it is to place these Y8~
on every continent, in almost every country |
o 10 eVETY kind of climate that exists from New
g to Corea. They have to battle against Qif-
squlties. from the small boy with the sling whe
‘;”‘ s target of the glistening glass insula-
— the crosstrees to armies that send fron
yafl crashing through the network of wires which
agpects the people of two nations; from the hot
selsture of the torrid zone to the wire snapping |
gest ©f ©old Northern countries. There are birds; |
saps &nd beasts which have to be contended with,
o eternal vigilance i necessary in order to get
yesults from the system. Yet despite all its
argwbacks the telephone is growing in use smong
e goople of the earth. It has found its way into
pfis snd Japan. Tunis, even, has its system, and
ies bas just placed an order with the Western
glectric Company for $150,000 worth of new appars-
«s to Teplace the present equipment at Peking, the
| aghs) of the empire.
Iz several of the cities of China there are tele-
systems of limited capacity, some of which
were put 'n about twenty wvears ago through pri-
wte enterprise. These however, were gssisted by
Mdaldom which was represented in Yu-Chuan-Pu,
e Chinese board of communication. Thelr popu-
arity grew as rapidly a8 anything can grow in
sat 1and of chessboard deliberation, with the re-
qiit that the government finally took the svstem
galer its own control. Im governmental hands its |
sptare grovih is certain and Wingshin 8. Ho, the
(yipese Consul st New York, says that before !
gy years one will de able to telephone from
@angha! to Tibet
This assurance is largely based on the fact that
@e Chinese take the same degree of pleasure ia
g &8 the American workman seem to get
grough listening to the “canned” music of the
guphophore. Over the longest line in the empire,
which §s from Peking to Tientsin, a distance of
gout eighty miles, a delay s frequently oc-
asiened before the person at the other end of |
e line can de reached, and while the operator is |
wying to make connections the walting Chinaman |
«lll erfer and patiently sip a cup of tea tn antici-
petion of the esarly pleasure of talking to his dis-
tat friend over the wire. Nor s this patience
azcsed 'n long distance telephoning alone. for
swz wihen merchant or mandarin has trouble in
the asked-for number in the city, whether
# %e & Rurry call for the doetor or an order for |
dixper, the same suave demeanocr marks his wait-
&g & fact which makes the operator’s job almost
8 bof of roses In the Fiowery Kingdom

MONGOLIANS IN A HURRY.,

They proved their sharpness by completely mas
teig the mechanism of the up-to-date Ameri-
me inetrument before thelr order was given for
e pew improvements, and then they insisted that
2 must be manufactured and delivered at Peking
within slx modths of the time the contract was
Nigned! This means that they are going to loss
20 thme in its installation, which will be under the
apervision of American workmen,

¥ow that the contract is signed, a difficult task
Y In naming the different parts of the switech-
board and other apparatus. Some of the mames

| were easily transliatabile into ideographic Chinese,
$ut the more technical words had to be explained
# phrases and sentences which the board of edu-
mtion, & kind of Chinese simplified spelling board,
»! have to reduce to their simplest possible work-
| 5z basis for every day use

The tslephone will bring about many changes in |
e life of the Chinese, and it will reduce some of
the existing institutions to national traditions, one |

| o which 18 the *“chit cooclie.™ This pow familiar |
fgure In Far Bastern citles is employed to earry |
messages about the city when thers isn't time to |
walt for the post and no telephone !z handy, He |
ezrries with him a chit, or receipt book, end when

be pecelves & note to he delivered he brings back

the bock with the signature of the person who re- |
eeives the note

{

!

Ap ‘s commonly known, botk the Chinesa and |
Jepenese languages are made up of picture words

eor {decgraphs of wast nomberg. WWhen the tele-
gaph came into use in these countries a simpler
form of language had to be devised in order to
keep the instrument’s delicate spparatus from get-
ting gestritis through having to assimilate the
muitiform langusge of the native. To facilitate
the Japanese reduced their ideographs |
ts a2 slphebetic base called the Katakana, which |
was taken from the Arablc. This is now in fairly |
common use, anf some of the leading papers have |
the Katakana side by side with Japanese in order |
that the native may become familiar with both

e Keztakana will 24mit foreign names into the

lnguage, whereas the original will not, wherein
lies part of the former's value.
The

Mah, which is the telegraphic code of
f¢ vastly more intricate than the one
Japanese. It comprises 9650 words, {
A » made up by combinations of numbers, l
These are printed a book which the recelving |
eperator frequently has to consult before the mes- |

Tien

in

any in China who really mey Qe in &
Tren for the forelgners who ane entering
tl of having their own |

into Tien
into the original at the4
is a rather wearisome method |
g of the message is often lo
age w

Celestial Ex

Sige can he transiated back iInto ideographic
“hinese For the service of translation sn addl- l
tong! fes is charged, which takes time much be-

LECESSITY

ated into Chinese, then

eried back

ine

er
the

§enere allation of the telephone
BITTER OPPOSITION IN COREA.
1z the i ¢ Formosa the telephone has gained
tnsider, ground during the last few years, and ;
*ver the Japanese government has re- |
S0ty fnsizlled a first class switchboard, znd is |
tow hegir g 1o extend its service As the ( |
particularly superstitious and unen-
“ )l the difficulties which the Jap ‘
10 undergo may be imagined. The |
e e foughbt bliterly agal having a
ol rough Beoul It was American |
fom thae ed the order for the bui : of this
%4, and &1 every tarn fts workme opposed
by the s who strenuously re ed the “devil |
¥ires” w the Japanese government was €iring- |
g scros city, At the completion of the
red the ves dore up & large part of the track
04 Gestroyed some of the equipment, which is a
Peinle e tle the government may have to un- {
4780 in exiending the telephone in Corea |
In sone a2l places nature, as well as man
Seems 1. against the linemen and foremen
o the telephone companles. At such places as

Bazgoon and Singapore, where 120 inches of rain fail
& the course of tne year, the moisture had to bhe

Wpeclslly contended against before the s)etem
®uld be put into practical use, for when & pair of

Bulgted wires become wet the insulation resist-

&% i 50 reduced thet t ission, ringing and

& the other operaling es of the Lne &I«

ety 1 Moreover, the metal is also cur-

"ed by moiet sre, #0 that a complete line of spe-

Ay constructed spparatus had to be hrought |
B use Lerore the telephone could be used In the |
Pupice

Another aiculty was found in Indla, Burmah |
438 the Btraits Bettiements, where after the instru-

B beg stalled for a few months they

Tisteriously 101l to pleces from the walls where

By were hung Investigation proved that the

“ogloal wie ant had found a delectable edible in
R oak ang wals it boxes in which the apparatus
™ inetalicd end hsd lunched voraciously on these
B the slcnder skeleton they left fell apart. Here
™ anotner dificulty to be overcome, and, after |
experimenting It wes found that of avall-l
Sble maverizie or y teakwood was proof against the |
&Ppetite
Alnost ge hed zs the insects of Indis are thoss
¥ Jager, whose masticating instruments seem to
b Pertieviarly eharpensd for wooden aelicacies
& the, country the wooden gcrew pins on the cross
% of e prles which are used to hoid the glass
Eelerrry were made the grezing grounds of insects,
10 ofset this metal pins had to be used, while:

! beneath the ban of the law on

| army was directed.

| curred

| elgn lands

| tone of ice daily.
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A CHINESE TELEPHONE EXCHANGE.

{THIEVES' METAL ALLY

‘the Bible is not so well known, or at least heeded,

FPALSE WFEIGHTS DRAIN
MILLIONS FROM POOR. -

Dishonest-Dealers of This State Be-
lieved-to Gain Thus $20,000,000
Each Year.

Dr. Reichmann, State Sealer of Weights and
recently at the annual convention of
retall grocers sald he estimated that not less than
$20,000,000 was stolen annually in this state by dis-
honest dealers through employment of short weights
and measures. -
It is evident from the number of false measures
and welghts to be found in the United States that

es might be desired. Of course no one who had
read Deuteronomy, xxv, 15, would care to have such
instruments of “honest graft” in his possession,
for the last clause mentlons a reward to be won by
the honest man that would be especlally attractive
to the “honest grafter.” In order to save the tin
of the reader in getting out his Blble this verse Y
Quoted. It reads:

“But thou shalt have a perfect and just weight,
a perfect and just measure shalt thou have: that
thy days may be lengthened in the land which the |
Lord thy God giveth thee.”

These words expose the lack of originality on the
part of the modern “grafter’” and the low standard

of civic intelligence which he is called upon to com-
bat. The ‘“grafter” continues to use this ancient
method of cheating, and the public permits him to
do it. Possibly both might read the Scriptures to
advantage.

Perhaps ft is unfalr to say that the ‘‘honest
grafter” has no inventive ability, for at last, after
these many ages, he has exhibited a little clever-
ness. The following quotation from a photographic
copy of a circular which a manufacturing flrm |
had the effrontery some time ago to distribute |
among retail merchants indicates that not only has
2 machine been invented that literally makes the
scales honest in combination with a “graft” feat-
ure, but also solves the problem of the ages, of
making one of two things that are equal to each
other show a surplus at the some time:

because of the higher resistance of the line porce-
lain insulators instead of glass had to be used

The woodpecker, too, has done a generpus share
of damage to poles in the open country. Creosots
had to be brought into use before wood rot ecould
be combated, ang the non-combatable typhoon
has on occasions carried eway the reof of their
shelter and a part of the equipment of a body of
Americans who were installing'a telephone system
in the troplcs.

YOUNG TURKS DISCUSSING MATTER.

In Turkey sattempts to introduce the telephone
have previously fafled because the use of {t camse
secret communica-
tions, which was so rigidly enforced by Abdul
Hamid, lest the plans of conspirators might be fa-
cilitated by means of telephonic communication.
Now, however, Young Turks are rapidly removing
the restrictions on trade and civil life which here-
tofore have barred improvements that might have
added 1o the growth of the country, and one re
sult of this is that already they are discussing the
advantages of a24dmitting ti into the
empire

Yet, with 1] the difficulties ag
phone has had to contend it is fi
all lands and its uses are growi Among these i3
the striking instance of its employment in the late
battle of Moukden.
apanese field marshal,
m the fleld o

covered

tclephone

which the tele-
ing its way into

At that battle
had =
w

switchboard well b

tle

ited wires
of battle fr

the e

ninety ) Is pian
made by Japanese telephone engineers long before
the battle and by its means the entire Japanese

At the main office, where the
general was stationed, there was absolutely no con-
fusion Reports came in of what was going on at
the different points and on this information orders
were gent out to the officers along line.

In this countryv the uses to which the telephone is
put are beyond computation, but probably there is
none more criginal than that of a weman in the
farming section of the ANiddlsa TWest 'This woman
wanted tg run eut to visit a peighbor, but she hated
baby alone A ) ) ght
and, moving the cradle econtzining
the eleeping babe close to the transmitter, she took
dewn the receiver and pald her

the

to

leave her tho 00~

to her,
until

visit

a wee

wail over the wire warned her that it was bottle
time at homes Even in the city, where party lines
are used, musical treats are irnished to the sub-
scribers by putting a2 graphophone u o the trans-
mitter and grinding eut popular selections. ta the
delight of all listeners seve the man along the
wire who 1s frantically trying to reach “‘centyal’

Tt may have been from such hese that
the “telephone newspaper”™ of certs cities
ke Milan, Budapest and others has evolution.
To this one subscribes as to a dal newsnaper,
and through it he can get the happenings of the
hour any ti he cares to take down 1t recciver

The news is n out by an operator in the centra
office, who as he gets the news calls it into a large
horn. At night, by means a sounding board
placed in front of the stage, the music of the opera
or the newest jokes from the comedies are retailed
to the listeners. This telephone newspaper is as
popular in the cafés &s is our ticker, and;nanj,' of
the private homes have it installed as a Teans of
instruction and diversion for the family.

Thus with the growth of new conditions in for-
comes the advance of civilization, and
in the van of this advar the telephone A=
New York. with its more than three hundred thou-

hows, the poesibilities of the sys-

of

e 1S

sand telephones, sh
tém are almost without limit, and the perfection of
the American system of telephones suggests that
a great future ahead for American enter-
prise i those countries which are but just making
room for the telephone Its disadvantages have
been overcome by continued tinprovements, and fur-
ther improvements are peing projected to complete
its efficiency, so that before many vears elapes it
be as easy to talk from Bangkok to Mombasa
is to talk from Boston to New York.

there is

may
as it now
Sl —

THE LAKE THAT CAME BACK.

difficult in and something
Salt

Fioating, fresh water

of an @it in the sea, becomes in tha Great

I.{ak'-- a‘ condition impossible to aveid. Lie down
| and you lie half above the surface, enter it be-
low ir depth, and you will walk along aftrer
yvou have sunk to your a ) provided only you
ran keep your balance. N6 one ever drowned in

! §t, aithough there have been deaths from strangu-

boiled yields a quart of ealt.
manent white settler on
A 26, 1547
1 it L.ake has become
ipal touris ng asset ol one state and
e of 1requent excursions from another.
r it i1s being celebrated a= the “lake that
ck Among its other mysterious traits
of disappearing in large part upen 0cca-

lation; a gallon of it
Orson Pratt, the first

m in it o
the

per

1

its shore,

Since that
e prin
centre

ume

an immense bathing pavilion was bullt
out in the water, with bathihouses running
escent-shaped lines toward the shore from both

iie

edges of the pavilion. In 180 the lake began to
zo away. In 194 bathing conditions were so bad
that the bathing se proprietors had to turn the
horns of 1 r crescent the other way about. And
then from one of them they had to run an impro-
vised trolley another mile out to the water. In

went up that the lake was gone,

a erv went to Washington for gov-

mental rellef for the arld West. Secretary Gar-

field of the Interior Department responded with

a trip of wecotion in June, 1907, and for the

fourteen days he was in the Great Hns‘n cnuntr}_’
{1 rained. Then he eniffed. “My conclusion is

he sald, “that what the arid West most needs Is
a boat and a set of navigation laws.'—Collier’s.
KEEPING THINGS COOL IN TURKEY,

Writing from Smyrna, Turkey, Julien L. Brodé,
speclal ent of the Deparunent of Commerce and
Abor, Fays
“-"'l‘\..rem' is a newly erected ice plant at Smyrna,
buijt by en Americdn company, and it is now do-
ing a good business. An ice plaut here has been
making aaily about six tons of poor ice, which it
sold at §16 a ton. The new company makes from
distilled water a fine, clear ice. which it sells at $5
a ton, and although it has been rununing scarcely
thiyty days it is eelling fmm'(wenty-ﬁre to forty

has some unique competition from
who bring to Smyrna snpow
They save the snov; in thz

ving it packed in trenches and covere
“:{'ﬁ‘p&y:’;dlo: he Turks are very conserva-
with D% it is diMcult to get some of them to use
me,’ A ead of the snow to which they have been
ice InSteRy for many vears, even though the Jatter
*“"”"‘l’nm, one cent & pound, or $20 a ton. The
}ﬁ:.rmm‘mn" puts a block of ice in a box, with

small circular ;:::—’bo Jisti ishea from snow, and

articie that can coessl m tion with the
id in §u u
:;t;{‘c:ul!:’ ::od.\ onsular ngc.u

“The company !
the mountain folk,
packed In skins

at ene end, and produces an |

RAILROAD FIGHTS FIRES.

Pennsylvania Tests New Hich

Pressure System at Altoona.

To determine the efficiency of its own system of
fire protection the Pennsylvania Raliroad has un-
dertaken a thorough test of its fire fighting facili-
tias in Altoona. where there has just been finiched
a new high pressure water system for fire protec-
tion purposes only and without connections with
anv other distribution pipes.

That it is of great importance that this svstem
ghould have been developed may be realized in
the fact that a conflagration in Altoona would
seriously interfere with the operation of the en-
tire Pennsylvania system, because Altoona i3 Its
mechanical centre. Besides, the insurable value
of the machine and car shops at Altoona, with the
equipment in adjacent vards, is more than $6.000,-
o0, not to speak of the larges Juniata shops, where
the company builds many of its locomotives
roning the expensive machine and car sheps

are more than geven miles of large
h seventv-two two and three way

ing 184 streams of water These
. which, tasts,
vn to make very possi-
of a s fire
In addition two fire engine ¢ chemi-

uishers

1d

and water 1
ks and

engines, water casks ladders add
ment with which these railroad I
armell. Some thirty-one thousand feet of cotton
rubber-lined hose s le for utilizing the
water from the owing t the
arrangement of th 1d valves, cannot ba
shut off from their water supply by i aks r
pipe lines.

In the same way as at Alteena. has

syvivania Railr
every larze and si
rtant

ad established 1's fira p
nall t
vints,

more im

Ciry ! Pittsburg and Baltimore,

tems proportionately as elaberate have bheen in-
stalled to protect the property of the company
Networks of fira mains, with plugs at convenient

places, make it unli that the will

company

suffer
At the test i
fires were stary

sei
of supposititious
z of the railroad

shops, and firemen, h  helpers, responded
to fight imaginary flames -two regular

firemen and a score or more ixiliary force

directed the sireams of water, hila . inspectors
checked up the results. To maka the tes‘gthor-
ough sevent y streanmis were brought into séevice.
At intervals of two minutes streams were turned
on, after all of them were wing water on
the bn ings readings were taken of the pressures
The test ued for an hour &nd a half, during

which time some 185,000 gallong of water was used.
Exactly 1.397 occurred In 198 on Pennsyl-
| vania TRailread

fires

o
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CAN YOU DO THIS ON YOUR SCALE?
Buy twenty pounds pork ioins at ® cents a pound
retail them to your trade at the sams price, and |
get your money back? |
! WE CAN |
| on our scale, and make you !

THREE PER CENT PROFIT

If your business amounts to $10 a d
ran earn you 30 cents in fractions wvou
now Thirty cents a day means you bu)
every 1580 days. How long have you bee

BESIDES {

in busi- |

| ness” How many have you bought in that time?
Think of it—one scale lost every six months. Let |
our man prove this.
—O

This scale weighs honestly, at least as honestly’
as the average sgale can be made ta weigh. It
would be sezled by a sealer of weights and meas-
ures as an honest machine. Yet it is an ‘“honest
grafter,” for while it does not violate the law it
“grafts.”” It does what {8 claimed for it in the
circular It 15 called a computing scale Its
beautiful nickel finish gives a shop an appearance
of prosperity and a desire to secure the best that
money will buv {n order to give the customer a
“square deal.” In Massa~husetts the courts have
condemned it, but there being no law under which
it may be condemned in New York, many are still
in use,

T is not scheme of scale dealers to
make sales A scale agent will visit a store with
a magnetized weight in his pccket. Surreptitiously
setting this out of sight under one end of a coun-
terbalancing scale, he proceeds to prove to the shop-
keeper that his scale is inaccurate Under the
circumstances this is not difficult If the latter

the only

does not take the bait, the salesman remarks that
lie observed the inspector of the Bureau of Weights
1ndd Measures down the street as he came in. Fur-
result

ther lack of success in making a sale may
fn a fictitious complaint from ‘

bought two and Y
the complaint being prepared by
sent 1o the Bureau of Welghts and Measures, Wi.sn
the offending scale tested ir found to be
orrect and the shopkeeper feels relieved

THE COMPUTING MACHINE.

ounces of tea

is

The great advantage of the computing machine
is that it automatically calculates the amount of
the bill as it we s the purchase. On a busy

Saturday, night 1t is a valuable adjunct to the gro-
cery man, or the meat man. If seme one comes in
and orders six ounces of it would, in the
process of weighing the coffee, automatically de-

offee

termine the sum to be paid. The way in wh it
o fts’* in this: Assuming that the coffee !s val-
ued at 30 cents a pound. accc 1= to commercial

an ounce would be sold
1 this b that
the even ounces are registered

It
but oniw
1™} person ordered
threa ounces of the ecoffee, the amount would be,
according to the machine, not six cents, but eight
cents. In commercial usage the buyer is supposed
to share evenly with phe seller in a case where
the exact value cannot be paid. If an article is
sold at four cents a pound it i{s obvious that four
ounces or less would be one cent and eight ounces
two cents. Should the weight be less than six

usage r two cents

is « the machine works

ounces the buyer would pay only one cent. If it is
over that number of ounces, but under eight, the
seller reaps the advantage and two cents {§

charged. Aceording to the computing scales, if an

which has spread

| 1l kating.
| The craze for roller s g pogeent

i h extraordina fashion throughe
i "I.ch of uur‘oty in go British isles during tha
| jast year or has now caught the sailors and
petty officers of soms of his majesty’s fleet in its

ROLLER SKATING AT SEA BY SAILORS ON'A WARSHIR

| seductive sway. During the Thames display the

people goi round the warships in steamers
were lmluu to see quite a number of seamen
displaying their-agility in this decidedly novel

fashion, —Iilustrated London News
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article weighs the slightest fraction over the unit
it charges up the price for two units.

When the subject of dishonest computing scales
was brouzht up in Massachusetts the State Treas-
urer's department made a test of one of the com-
puung scales charged with being an “honest
grafter.” The machine was set to compute onm
articles valued at 30 cents a pound. Three ounces
of beans were placed on it. The indicator read
eight cents. Then five gunces were laid on. The
price chart showed that this quantity was worth
11 cents. Nine ounces were given a value of 19
cents, thirteen ounces 2§ cents and one pound nine
ounces 49 cents. Thia gave a total for the five
small transactions of §1 13. Wihen the total weight,
fifty-five ounces, was placed on the scales. the
amount registered was §105. The eight cents differ-
ence was the profit on “small sales'”” which the
dealer obtained by the use of these scales. It was
shown also that when seventeen ounces, or one
ounce more than a pound, wag placed on the scales
they registered 3¢ cents. The apparatus was found
to be perfectly honest in its capacity of weighing
machine. It was therefore decided that it could not
be interfered with until the law regarding just
scales was changed. Like every other “honest
grafter,”” it kept within the law. Massachusetts
now has a statute, adopted in 197, which applies
to this improvement over scales of the period of
Moses. It has been estimated that there are sixty
thousand of these disreputable scales in use in the
United States, and that through their use sixty

{ thousand merchants reap a profit of $20 00,000 a

vear. Unfortunately. the poor, who can least af-
ford it. are the ones who contribute this amount.
The manufacturers are now producing a fairer
scale, having learned their lesson in Massachusetts.

PETTY THIEVES OF THIS CITY.
New York City suffers in almost innumerable
ways from the petty graft of the shopkeeper who
disobeys the Mosalc injunction and thus ruthlessly
menaces the thread of his existence. The small
meat shops, if one may judge by the number of

TYPICAL SHORT WEIGHT SCALE.
Moving hand on the dial a quarter of a pound
from zero owihg to the weight of meat hooks
hung upon the scales. These hooks are some-
times concealed by sheets of wrapping paper
being hung over them.

crooked scales found, are the worst offenders. As
a rule, these shops use spring scales, which present
to the view of the purchaser a dial upen which a
moving hand Indicates the weight of the article
gold. By taking out the glass cover on the dial
and adjusting the hand so that !t begins to count
an ounce or a couple of ounces away from th
zero mark, the dealer gets the better of his
customers by an ounce or a couple of cunces on
each purchase. In some af the so-called better
class shops a spring ecale i= used which does not
need ‘“‘doctoring’ in this primitive manner, becansa
the manufacturer has provided a small adjusting
thuinb secrew which by a touch the
against the customer. Other dealers have
that are set properly, but before the day's In
ness is begun a strip of fat or a slice of bacon is
pushed under the scale pan. so that every time
a sale is made the purchaser pays for an ounce
or more that ha does not get. A bunch of three
penny nails or a couple of heavy meat hooks care-
leesly hung upon the “right” side of the weigh-
tng bar and covered with wrapping paper is an-
other trick resoried to any of
these devices 1 fall if pur would only
examine the in I and see that the mov-
ing hand started ym the zero mark Tt
has been found, that the
people the less attention is paid to obtaining cor-
rect weight.
A scheme

e

sets

scale

often Of course,

hasers

always fro

howeaver, the poorer

is worked in some large shops by
which {s said the proprietor starts out with
the intention of stealing enough from his cus-
tomers by incorrect weights to pav for all his help
This is done hy keeping the slides and tngs of
the scales @ When the henchman throws
e plece of meat upon the pan thesge sensitive springs
keep it jumping up ana down. Catching the weight
(nd!ica:ed at the in the downward
movement the meat swept off the
pan and the faltse weight announced to the cus-
tomer. The benchman then writes out this false
weight upon a nm morandum slip, attaches it to
!he'pur«‘hruﬂ and sends it on to be weizhed again
of the shep on

it

well oil

lowest point

purchased is

by the proprietor or the foreman
scales that are not under the secrutiny of the
customer. The number of difference be-
tween the correct weight and the false is credited
to the benchman on ac f salary. If his steal
fngs during the the amopnt fixed
upon, he gets a percentage of the ﬁahmnp and the
proprietor takes the rest. Complaints are
made against the game, if the houzht
is re-weighe A found wanting the proprietor is
always qu ng to re
many expresstons of regre

The scales used by small grocers are usually of
the counter-balanc z kind, that require the use of

ounces

wint

week exceed

hut meat

4

tifv the “mistake" with

weights. These weights are generally allowed to
lta upon the counter in full view, and have the
nu of ounces or pounds stamped upon them
By means of a drill or r shaving off
the bot the true wei s reduced by the

number of ounces in the pound that the dishonest
dealer thinks he can safely “rook™ his customers
peor people llve, such
articles as tea, butter, sugar and other
necessaries are usually sold by the pound or half
pound Under such conditions it is easy to see
how thesa false weights enadble the dealer to rob
his customers of hundreds of pounds’ worth of
foodstuffs in a single weak

Another fruitful game of patty thieving is worked
in some small shops en Saturday nights. This is
always the busiest gfme of the week in these
places. Ostensibly to save time the dealer prepares,

In neighborhoods where

coffee

Il’wck BELGIUM AND HOLLAND.
ARIS (Faverite American House)

HOTEL CHATHAM.
ARIS HOTEL DE L'ATHENEE

15, Rue Scribe,
__Opposite the Grand Opera *
he Modern Hotel of Paria™
F. ARMBRUSTER, Mana~er.

223, Rue St nonore, Close o Place Vendome Flrss
class. All modern improvements. Every home ¢om~
fort. Large hall Restaurant luncheons and dinners
at fixed price or a la carte. Telegrama: O
PARIS.—Henrt Abadle. Prourletor.

ARIS: 218 Rue de Rivoli

HOTEL BRIGHTON

Facing Tuileries Gardens: Fimest
situation in the most fashionable
part of Paris. OPENED APRIL 15th.
Ajll the apartments and rooms with baths,
hot and cold running water, and entire privacy.
AUSTRIA, HUNGAEY & SWITZERLAND,
(AUSTRIA)

IENNA 't b
HOTEL BRISTOL

Located in the Fashionable Karnthnerring and
the favorite resort of Americans.
French Cuisine and choice wines.

ITALY AND SOUTH OF FRANCE.

ENOA. IN BEAUTIFUL

PRIVATE PARS

“EDEN PALACE”

ENICE, Ho‘e' o—p ot
Royal Danielij -5

p- Steam Heat,
ALL MODERN COMFORTS, Railway Tickets.
NEWLY REFTTTED.

i
Al

¥
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during the slack hours of the week, small
tea, sugar. coffes and such articles, so that
hand them out at once to his customers
day night. Grocers have been found on
morning by the inspectors with stocks of
done up in this way which, In the aggregats,
as much as a hundred pounds short in weight.

ICE AND COAL DEALERS.

A year or two ago the local authorities conducted
a campaign on the retall ice and coal dealerm.
was found that the purchaser of the small
ice and the barrel or box of coal was being
ually swindled. In the case of the ice the
of the tongs was Included fn the bill, and tn hune
dreds of cases it was found that the scales were
wrong. Indeed, even one who buys coa! by the tom
{s not certain of obtaining full weight. Sixty-alne
coal wagons were stopped by the inspectors of the
Bureau of Weights and Measures and the contents
weighed. They-were supposed to contain 1193 tons.
As a matter of fact there was a total shortage of
seven and one-half tons. One wagon, supposed to
contaln four tons, was short 2,320 pounds, or more
than a ton. Another four-ton load was shart 1,310
pounds. A two-ton load was short §0 pounds.

Most housekeepers are aware that in purchasing
all kinds of canned fruit and vegetables there =
absolutely no certainty of getting one's money's
worth. Thousands of cans of tomatoes, peaches,
pears, apples, beans, peas and other kinds of fruit
and vegetables are daily sold 'n every part of the
city which when opened are found to contain fully
one-third liquid. This is not the fault of the mer-
chant who sells them. He buys a pig in a bag just
as the public does. The fauilt lies with the packing
houses which put these goods up for sale. Former-
ly these unscrupulous packers deceived the public
with adulterations and substitutes. The passage of
the purae food law by Congress made that method
of fraud too dangerous to ba profitable Now they
are exerting their ingenuity in defrauding the pub-
e with short weight in such a manner that the de-
ception cannot be easily proved. The city charter,
it is asserted, could be so amended as to cover
frauds of this kind, and a2 city ordinance passed
that would prevent the general sale within the city
of short weight proprietary articles.

™ e i3 still another phase of this short weight
and false measure evil that the law does not regu=
late at all. Huge quantities of market gardem
stuff and produce are seold on the city markets
and in the large produce houses. This stuff comes
in from all parts of the surrounding country and
is sold in any size or kind of package or meas-
ure., There is absolutely no recognized standard
for many varieties of this kind of stuff, and the
public has to trust its eyes in making purchases,
It is pessible, for instance, to go among hundreds
of fruilt and vegetable dealers and to have half &
dozen different prices quoted for a crate of tomse

g
1
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rarely |

toes of the same quality and in crates that ave ap-
parently the samse size. The reason is that theve is
no recognized size of crate, and the homesty of the
dealsr is the only guarantes the purchasing publis
has to go by. The same is true in regard to the
sale of potatoes by the hag, apples by the basvel
and berries by the box or crate. Absolutely no ef«d
fort has been made to standardize the measures by
which this sort of produce is offered for sale. The
best dealers admit that the amount of swindling
that goes on continually is almost incalculable I8
is the poor, these who are obliged to buy in small}
quantities, who suffer most from the miguitous
scale. This is Indicated by the fact that out eff
2,651 violations found in 197 throughout the entire
city 1,257 were on tha East Side in Manhattam,
Practically the same conditions exist In East New}
York, Brooklyn.

POWERS OF BUREAU UNCERTAIN.

The people in this city suffer from the uncertaline
ties and the restrictions of the law. It has no®
vet been ascertained legally what the powers of
the Bureau of Weights and Measures are. Seversl
cases involving different points are being carried
to the highest courts for interpretation. According
to the charter, its powers aro limited to the
of weights and measures and the welghing
measuring of firewood, hay, straw and the
“cartage of the same.” TUnder the criminal cods
it may proceed against persons who “Infure or ds-
fraud another knowingly.”* The word “knowingly™
| makes it necessary for the bureau to prove that the
owner of false weights and measures has them o
his possession for the purpose of committing frand.
This is a difficult thing to _rove. Apparently what
fs needed fs a law that will permit prosecutiom
where any commedity falls to meet the standasd
as to welght or measure, and make the possession
of false weights and meas 5 prima facie evidence
of frand. It 1s sald, a at the fines provided
for are so small that they fall to act effectively tn
restraint. The dealer is making so much from his
illegal sales thyt he ecan easily afford to pay the

small fine.

coal,

WINNING A FARM.

No, 1 den’t think I shall bury myself on a farm
for five years,” sald Miss Gertrude M. Wippel, the
stenographer of the North American Accident In-
surance Company, in the Central Bullding, who
drew No. 182 in the Couer d'Alene land opening.
“1 mever thought I'd draw a number. A bunch eof
us were passing through there on our vacation, and
we thought we'd take a chance. Yet I don't know
—yOu can never and I may decide to hike for
JUnLry not yet; little old Seattle
i have been a stenographer

tell

the ¢ some day

is goud enough for me

for almost four years, mostly with the Big Four
railroad, and all | v vout farming is that po-
tAloes grow sSomev » on & vine, do they? I

was born In Clneu
was reared thare wi
gisters. I'm the ninti
Yes, 1 am all alone
away from home and mother. But I'm very
| pandent—1 have a roving disposition—it's the

of my temperament Brunettes are al

ard capable of taking care of themselves. I'm a
brunette, I should say by wayv of parenthesis. ¢
don’t want anything said about me Please .1
my nams out of the er, and my pleturea-go,
can't permit that. Wall, if-all t-I'll let them
‘ uhu" m.u :?dhll‘l;)ho(oa ‘;‘: Al
|85’ Post Tutelligencer: P

; short years ago, and
hers and four




