
The t ;\u25a0. ernments oi the world evidently take the
ime !>\u25a0

• as Sir Hiram; for in all countries Eng-
land, France, Germany, Italy, Russia, Japan, Aus-
tralia, and the United States appropriations for
the purchase "! both dirigibles and aeroplanes are
liein^' made and soldiers are being trained t" fly.
With vast Government funds available i"i experi-
mentation, the perfection of aircraft is speedil)
assured; but it i;more than likely th.it not in war
fare but in tin-ait •.i peace will the influence <>! .i< rial
navigation l>e noticed most. The Air Age just begun
will bring remarkable changes in many things,
world laws, world customs, habits, language, archi-
tecture, re> re.it ion.

Already there is anaerial literature. In the United
St it.-, there are now three monthly pal Itcations <le-
voted solely t>> aeronautics; in England there are i
half-dozen, and in Prance and Germany as many
more. The English vocabulary lias been enriched
!>y such words a-, "hangar," the shed in which a
1».ill< >\u25a0 >n nr airship is stored; "helicopter," a machine
that rises vertically by horizontally revolving
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in his huge hip. The Gro II. another German
dirigible, every once inawhile makes i

«.r twelve h' mi • w ith eight or t< \u25a0\u25a0

Ovei in Paris, Clemen! has been amusing himself
for two umraei \u25a0 taking .1part] I »rty-
••r fifty-mile spin through the clouds in his Kr»'« l

Clement- Bayard air yacht Here in the l'nited
States, Captain Thomas Scott Baldwin has been
making all kinds >•'. ;ensational Rights Hardly .1

pleasure park anywhere in the country bui Ihn had
some aeronaut and his dirigible making daily > •::

:\u25a0 in. .1 \u25a0 >ne \u25a0'l the >tai atti ict u>n
I-; ight now there are at least half a hundred persons

i!! tin- United States who ha' c actually flown.
Sir Hiram Maxim's Statement

OERTAIXLY the facts justify Sir HiramMaximin
tying, ' The time has now arrived, having i

to the ad am ed itate ol the arl oi building m
when it will i>t- quite a simple and safe affaii tv ere< t

works and turn out iuccessful flying machini
le i cost than motorcars. In fact, there is nothing
that stands in the way of our su< i ess to day. From
.ipurely military viewpoint the value oj the success-
ful flying machine cannot be overestimated. The
flying machine has come and come to stay, and
whether we like it or 11• • t it is a problem that must
be iiken into serious consideration. It we are lag-
gards, we shall be left behind, with a strong pos i-
bility th.it before many years have passed ovei oui

heads we shall have to change the coloring <•! oui

si h'x>l mapAdd to the '\u25a0 !<\u25a0. ord the wonderful .\u25a0 rial exploit \u25a0

oi Latham, of Ti andiei oi Paulham, and oi .cores
<.! r>thej |ii<.nc<-! , with heavier than air ma< hine md
you can understand why Sn Hiram Maxim, when

>\u25a0 >n will aeroplanes be used in war-
fare?" t<-: fly and forcefully replied, "In the next

[ust wait until the eighty people who have ordered
Wright aeroplanes have their machines delivered,
and tones "t tlyim; exploits will be coming ip-m all

4 the world
'

No Limit to the Varieties

A NJi the Wright model is by !!\u25a0> means the only
machine that < -m fly. There are already mono-

planes and biplanes and triplanes and helicopters
th.it have risen from the earth. There i icarcely a
t<»v.n <<i ten thousand inhabitants in the- I'mi.-i
States where some inventive American i nol work-
ing "«ian airship thai he, .it lea it, i >vi <• w illbe bet-
ter than ail the others. Inmost of the universities
are intelligent groups of young men studying aerial
navigation from scientific viewpoints. In the United

Wili.'ir Wright, on Septembei L'l. 1908, at LeMan
1- ranee, flew ixty-onemili ng in the air more

inhour and a half. ivo week lit-: he took
up a ; I up more than an !

Glenn II \u25a0 r1 at Mineola, New York, flev I n
nearly an houi on July 17. 1909, making a speed ai
times oi more than a mile a minute with his 1 iplane.

1-"".: Bleriot, on July L'l. 1909, flew from < tlui
to Dover across the British Ihannel, a distance ol
twenty-one mile . in twenty-three minutes, making
uch rapid time that the fa '• ttypeoi team vi el
iould not keep him in sight.

<)rvill<-Wright, a1Fori Myer, Virginia, on July L'7.
I^<)'». with Lieutenani Frank P. Lahm ai a pa iengei .
flew forty-eight miles in one hour and a quarter.
Three days later he accomplished a flight such in
tin- language oi a leading scientific publication as
had never been accomplished before by any a iator.

Ihe ten mire peed test icro r< >ugh,
wooded, and broken country to Alexandria, Virgini i,
and back. The flight was made with a ;trong we I
<-rly '.".iii'l blowing across the com c. Tin- wind car-
ried the machine out \u25a0>( the direct line Mr. Wright
naturally tried t.. follow; but he made the ten
miles at a rate oi forty two and "n<- quartet miles
an hour.

Roger Sommer, a 1Maui le Meraud, "ii Augu I
7, 1909, in a \'<>i \u0084>n aeroplane, remained in the air

twenty c en minutes and fiiteen

ike \u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0\u25a0 >rldv ition.
'1hat day is a date 1
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With the Age oi Air hardly more than fiv<

old. some wonderful feal have already I \u25a0

[>li hed.

He ten in Novem-
ber,*' your wife observes signifi-
cantly as you light your cigar.!

What of it?" you ask. You knew
all through dinner that she had some-
thing on her mind and wait impatient-
ly to hear what it is.

"Don't you think it is time he
s: rtedto flying school?"'Humph!** yo: sniff indignantly.
"V.'hy can't he learn by himself, as Idid? Inever
v. \u25a0-.-:.-. to any flying school.*"

''But just think," says your wife sweetly, "what
tr ible you had in learning to handle your first
rr. .:..plane. You broke your arm twice and you had
'*'. kinds ofdifficulties because youdid not know how
t in lie your engine. Besides, dear, all the boys in
H )!d*s set are already taking lessons and most of
them h ive safety biplanes of their own."

Not a Far Look Ahead
JjiiKJXG pretty far ahead, is it; Uon't be so

.ire- about that. Louis Bleriot, who flew across
t.\ British Channel in his monoplane, -says, '.'Fifty
years from now aeroplanes will be as common as
aut unobOes are to-day. These aeroplanes willtravel
Kie hundred miles an hour, carrying passengers such
distances as from I'ari-> to Herlin."

Perhaps^ though, you think that Hleriot isan over-
catbasiastic dreamer carried away by the glory of
the first cross-Channel flight. Listen then to what
Alexander Graham Hell says. You may have more
respect for his opinion, considering his lifelong repu-
tation as a conservative scientist, and considering,
too, that thirty-five years ago he invented the tele-
phone that you use twenty times a day. IJr. Hell
6 -*ys. All of the impossible has now been passed in
i'-'iil navigation. Actually the living machine is
here. 1 .... motorcar \u25a0. ill '.<\u25a0!:. as general use
as the ordinary automobile is at present."

Thomas A. Edison, i<><>, asserts that in ten years
Airships traveling at one hundred miles an hour will
tt carrying the mails.
i.you do not believe these predictions, everybody

&tOnce willknow just who you are. You are the man
Who twenty years ago said it was utterly impossible
for a person in Chicago to talk with a person in New'or,: over the telephone. You are the man who
Dlteen years ago said that the horseless carriage was
nothing but an impractical toy and refused to believe
taut fanners would ever be going to market in auto-
•ujj.es. \<,n are the man who only ten years ago

B3oSedjat the possibility of wireless telegraphy ever
t-C-V-'eyirig messages a< r<>ss the ocean.- r!i '\u25a0" l
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rt'st- of the youngsters are going

J ~y:ii;; school. Think what has already been ac-
tWßpltshed in the brief time that has elapsed sincewe notable U-.a of the Wright brothers on Decem-
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v-asv-as thV''^ :i';">' la u-lonlytw, V« seconds; but it

'^'ginning of the marvelous Air Age that is

WHEN WE ALL FLY
By WILLIAM JOHNSTON


