
si.eakin^ thus. Idid.... consider at the time.
Afterward Inoticed it.

Aimost from the first Ifelt Ishould marry him.
!was not exactly in love with him. we were not
specially congenial; but undeniably his personality,
his presence, was very compelling. Even older men
listened to him when he talked, whatever they may
have thought of his opinions, and instinctively peo-
ple turned to him to initiate any new plan. Some-
times he failed utterly in what was expected of him;
but people continued to expect. He cared nothing
for books or for music, and knew nothing about pic-
tures. Ihad just had some work accepted by a maga-
zine, illustrating a littlepoem, and was very proud of
my achievement. Itola himof it. He didnot ask to
see tile magazine; but "How much did they ]>ay
you?" he asked.
Ihad expected to show him the sketch, and was

hurt. Perhaps he saw the expression on my face;
for he said at once, "

You see, Ishouldn't know any-
thing about the picture. Men leave such things to
women. A man in business has no time for such
things. Hut they like women to like them. Ihave
my business. That is my life. Now. all Ineed is a
home and a wife to love who can make the home
beautiful and artistic."
Imade myself think the words rang true. That

same evening he asked me t<> marry him, and 1 ac-
cepted him.
Iremember waking up next morning with a feel-

ing of contentment.
—

not ecstatically happy at mar-
rying the one man in the world, but conscious that
I was doing what Ifelt was the sensible thing, the
correct thing, the expected thing, to do. I told my
aunt and uncle at the breakfast table, and they were
both pleased.

"A sensible fellow,** sai.l my uncle. "(Had you've
done this, niece; but of course 1 must look him uj>
thoroughly."

He did
—

or thought he did. He wrote to various
people that Donald told him to' Naturally the re-
t.orts were all favorable

—
yet Uncle was a shrewd,

hard helided lawyer!

Married at Last
O>l_'R months later we were married. Meantime,
\u25a0*• Donald had overwhelmed me with his society.
He was at the house morning, noon, and night. Hi-.
business was such that, as he said, his time was his
own,' and hisemployer was lenient with a man about
to be married and head over heels in love. Donald
was not, however, ." head over heels" in l«»\e. He
was in this as in everything else, heart ami soul in-
terested in accomplishing what he set out to do

—
if

the accomplishment did not take too long, promised
easy money, and had some attractive features. He
had a gift of persuading himself to anything he chose
to. He knew it was essential to the success of the
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C.
• • tanrists of the jresent gen-

el \u25a0me marriage in ten to l>t
;..-\u25a0 \u25a0 rvative optimists of the same

:•• • \u25a0•'..•: : \u25a0 - '• concede one in five. Tht
cr or 3 . \u25a0.vary indegree from com-

:r • \u25a0 a per tent, of the miserable
Baeses ort. Well. lam willing tc
be S3 optr I I . \u25a0 pen twice married, the first

• Itimehappily. Ofcoarse
[the 1i • '

\u25a0_\u25a0 ilnjuiit.
\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0 . \u25a0

• .;:ng the class of j>eoj.le
rreligious or social convio.ovid|ersuade to seek a divorce, and

' ' \u25a0 speak of obtaining legal relief
\u25a0 \u25a0

• marriage as lightly as they
\u25a0 tunga new hat, there is still a large

run:':*-: | entering BpOQ the ir.arr:::^'e
••.••-- and a fitting sense of its
I utterly in their efforts to main-

\u25a0 reasonably happy orcomforta-
this class. These are the main fat ts

: as fairly as Iknow how to

u&band nine years ago. when I
A*. :\\cnty-four a girl i>generally
her own mind."and Ithought I

fcaeiraaai I •edI\\a> doing the wisest possi-
bkthinj • ting circtunstances bymarrying
•*I<H<3 \u25a0 •.: belief Iwas confirmed by my

—my a-jr.T and uncle with whom 1
iter U r death of n:y parent;

—
\u25a0 \u25a0

Trait Aunty and Uncle

M ad father died
\u25a0 h a :. a tiny girl

CT '. :.<::i at

•: ler. who Lad
: '' : took me to

uncle nave
a to me .. i

\u25a0 a-ere extremely'
\u25a0
' . •. • <•'»;.!*-. and

«aie :- \u25a0 . felt forme
• -.!.<- sister

\\«-re < on-
• tr dts that s:ie

isessed, a:;d
tnmgto foster or

'\u25a0''\u25a0 . iher !:ud !wn endomestic in her
. that Ishould have toculti\ ate• 1 was unpractical. < 'n the
Ihad a !>eautifiil voice, it was

\u0084:
.'' «ld be musical or at least artistic.

; •-• • a knack of playing easily on or
• iher »ith a talent for drawing,

it 1 wa> a genius. Then etlorts to
•\u25a0 in Borne son abandoned an<i••

": time and money to mak-
• d Kithoot permitting me to do

•..:'.!\-. They were hoth S'jutherners

thonghX that for a woman to
:.fv

"
was in<jre <it less a dis-

a •\u25a0-. . mother had u-*-d lu-r lovely
ging had always l>een a trial to
::t that for the hix month- pre-

: • rri .;\u25a0•• she had \k-vu on the stage »TM
\u25a0\u25a0'"\u25a0• \u25a0 never mentioned nor, :! they could...
• ' '

rme rat that Ishould marry, marry
rgc famil> of children, and that
:Imust choose one 1 could

and to whom Ishould be aMe to
\u25a0 ertj for management. Ifpc*-

• a man who was my opposite in
1 is, a g'KKI business man. Iwas

an>thing of the vorld, of busi-
gelse out side of« iety and books

• "••'"
be in love withmy future btts-

• •. r<- to U- congenial, was seldom
I

• -.as taken as a matter of c«r-»-.
Z,**~>'•\u25a0 . .'r,gy. 'a real lady always loves

. furthermore aince "a woman can
«lftnh:: - \u25a0 \u25a0"• a " n̂ "«* foDowed that she could' : ' ' ..-. of thinking, and they would

\u25a0

- :" Ie had always 1m?«j jierfertlvhajipv
''-

\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 been bo congenial and n v^-11
r*«ffle\i thai they had probably never

Vi^to .. •;..,. Btuatlon: but U-lieved that
"IU:"IU:"-

N I they hut try cmld n<A l.ut be as
eh-es. My aunt in particular was

•
Bremen who failed in their married

c, \u25a0„ lu''-^ •
\u25a0 had been fortunate ht-rs«-lf. she had

W"^ '''"'':' * \u25a0*• madt * mistakes. <>f a neigh-

t^
•"\u25a0 :. • . she always spoke con-

ber ioft drawling southern rotccaa
anan and the «/nly n-al .juaml I... '\u25a0'* -l"r to :-.., .- with my ondewasonce when
•

\u25a0 be was a lawyer,' for a woman
•:• Bma considered insufficient grounds.

\YTl. Uen !-ur and Not Married
W J:iN: 1 turn.-d tvu-nty-four and still remained
aw .^"'^^i.-J 1 ;,.;t though they would not tor the

. anything to make me feel tin-,teat they v., r< great3y .disappointed. lhe>

were growing older, they wanted grandnieces and
nephews aboat them, and they wanted to see me
settled in life "with a g> »xi man" who could "take
care" of me. Ihad been to boarding school, had
traveled a! Toad, and had met numbers <-f men. nice
fellows most of them, and had had several love atTairs
of more or less depth. Allof them had petered out

with varying degrees of raj idity. some of them into
warm friendships which Iam still glad to cherish.

At twenty-four Idid not la-lieve inlove
—

for my-
self. 1 thought others might experience a grand pas-
sion; but tliat Ishould not. 1 was not in the least
hitter about this. A littledisappointed, it is true;

but 1 was so used to U-ing called a dreamer, and so

used to bavins my dreams tailed theories not only

by my family but myfriends, and as theories laughed
at, that 1 had become very philosophical about the
matter. Most of my set were married or had moved
away. S»me of them had married one another and
pone todistant cities. Itdid not teem to me that all
of them were ecstatically happy; but Aunty assured
me that JTOOng people always had to adjust them-
selves to one another and that it was probable that
they were as happy as it is given to anyone to l>e in
tins world; that she and Uncle for the hrst two or

three years of their married life— And now .see

how haj.j.y they were!
The happiest couple, apparently, that 1 knew of

were two young j»e«»ple who had married for. as it
seemed, the most practical, matter «.f fact reasons.

—
she wanted a husband to take < are of her; he wanted
a wife to make a home for him. They had both ad-
mitted this prior to their marriage. They seemed
thoroughly contented arid congenial. <>n the other
hand the most miserable of my friends were two

who had married for love. About the time of my
own marriage the wife died, it was said, of a broken
heart.

Coming of the First

AT this obviously psychological moment Donald
Burton appeared. From the viewpoint of my

experience, training, and observation, lie was the
proper husband for me. He was apparently all busi-
ness, the essence of practicality. He was big and
-tn-T>g and mus» ular, appealing in thai way to any
woman, particularly one who like myseli was rather
frul of constitution and had never gone •» at a 'i!"r

athletics. He rather neglected my society for tint
<,f my mule when he came to .all. -pending hours m

the study, listening tomy uncle**theories onpolitic -d
and economic <juestions. Once, feeling a little ag-
jrneved. Icensured him for this, at which he ]<»»ked

startled. .•• IWs your un« le feel that way too.' he inquired.
•\u25a0 Ithought you folks all (iked a practical-man of busi-
ness thought you appreciated him."

Thai sounded like a rej.ro.i. h. and ! hastened to
analogize. That there was anything unusual in his

f.
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