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The revival of the custom of serving

refreshments to guests invited to the
state receptions if a matter for con-
gratulation, for it adds a true touch of
American hospitality and a congenial
atmosphere, which cannot otherwise b«»
achieved. Vhla plan will, of course, ob-
viate the old astjsssn of serving a suppf r
to thop* who asMst in the Blue Room,

which was established after the pass-
Ing of the Hayes administration. Those
conversant with the inner life of the
White House were much amused at he
effort sj President Roosevelt to regale

himself with a single olive after one of
the White House receptions, because

\u25a0 invited to assist ln the Blue Room
• remain for supper afterward took

the liberty of extending the invitation
t-i fh*Mr fn<- S| thus Increasing three-

NO TRANSFERS *^F r..\RPS
Even this did not greatly correct the

abuse, for there still continued to be a
great and amusing discrepancy between
the list of invited guests as printed in

the local papers and the names of those

nt«-d to th« President and his wif<\
Those who passed the front door of the

Wliite House as "Senator Dash and his
wife" never had the effrontery to be In-
troduced to the President by other than

their real names. Under the new ord*»r

It would m*an nothing less than a per-

sonal sacrifice to transfer /the one in-
vitation to the White House to a friend
or relative, and it Is not so likely to he
done.

The old evil of men and women in offi-
cial and even private life transferring

their Invitations to others, of members

of Congress or their secretaries placing

them on sale in hotels and, it has even
been charged, giving them to servants,

will,it Is expected, be eliminated through

Mrs. Taft's plan of seldom repeating an

invitation to an official and never to a
non-official person. President Taffs
predecessor trkd to break up this objec-

tionable custom by having the name of

rach guest plainly written on a card, to
be presented to the usher at the door,

and changing the color of the cards f->r

each reception.

Mrs. Taffs plan will not only dignify

White House entertaining beyond any-

thing yet attempted there, tut it will

add a hundredfold to the comfort of all
those honored with an invitation to the
President's temporary home. Mrs.
Roosevelt made an attempt to reduce

the number of invited guests to the state
receptions in the last year of her rest-
dence in the White Houee. and carried

out her ideas, to the comfort of every

one concerned, but she attempted no

radical changes.

Mrs. Taft Makes Innovations
m Programme for Re-

ceptions.

TTrom TieTribune Bureau. J
Washington. Dec. 11— The official

statement issued from the ffffelts House
to-day relative to changes in the mode
of entertaining has long been eagerly

watched for by people in the official and
social world, and rings the death knell
of some highlydisagreeable features and
abuses of the President's hospitality.

The text of the statement follows:
I'nder the personal direction of Mrs.

Taft the arrangements for the social
season at the White House nave prac-
tically been completed, and the pro-
gramme shows a number of Innovations
which reflect the great interest and
ptudy which she has given to the sub-
ject. While Mrs. Taft probably willnot
participate in any of the larger recep-
tions or state functions, the details of
these affairs will be carried out under
her immediate supervision. Mr*. Taft
expects to appear for a time at least
during the New Year reception. She will• '\u25a0iitinue tr receive by appointment two
O! three afternoons each week during the

n, but itis felt that it would be too

much of a tax upon her to he present
during the long hours of all the state
functions. Mrs. Taft has been a con-
stant visitor to the Washington theatres
of late.

The problem of the larger receptions,
such as the diplomatic, the judicial, the
Congressional and the army and navy,
with Invitation lists in past years of two
thousand and more, presented to Mrs.
Taft the greatest difficulty of the social
programme, and 6he set about to devise
some means of making these receptions
more significant, more distinctive and
more of a personal honor to th? guests
of the evening and those invited to meet
them To do this it has been found
necessary materially to reduce the in-
vitation lists, not by the elimination of
any one in or out of official life who
should be on the White House lists, but
by limitingtha invitations to one or the
other of the receptions, and not inviting
the same guests to all of the receptions.
Only a few people in official life will be
invited to more than one of the big re-
ceptions, and no one out of official lif*.
It is said, will receive succeeding invi-
tations.

One of the principal reasons for limit-
ing the numbers at the several receptions
Is the fact that during this administra-
tion refreshments are to be served dur-
ing the state receptions. This has not
been done since President Hayes's ad-
ministration The facilities tor serving

hments to so large a company at
th» White House are comparatively lim-
ited, of course, and the guests to be in-
vited must be reckoned accordingly. For
the larger affairs this wTO mean a great
undertaking, but Mrs. Taft personally
has gone over the situation, and It Is
believed that her efforts in this v.ay will
overcome the difficulties.

The entire arrangement reflects Mrs.
Taft's executive mind, and reveals her
knowledge of official life ln asd out of
the White House— a knowledge gained

in her several years of residence here as

the wife of a Cabinet officer, which gives

her an advantage not before possessed
by a mistress of the White House.

MRS. TAFTS HEALTH
That Mrs. Taft is not likely to appear

at any of the state receptions or dinners

its a cause for keen regret to every one
who knows her. but her health will not

warrant prolonged fatigue, though she
daily supervises every detail of the home

and social life at the White House, and
constantly goes on shopping expeditions.

attends the theatre several times a week

and drives out every day. She seldom or
never misses church, and will continue

to hold her informal receptions, or "teas,"

several times a week. when, by request

or Invitation the people of official life
aa well as her personal friends may

meet her.

WHITE HOUSE RULE,

CHANGED.

R£W SOCIAL ORDER

iocttusr 1 OS »c*y»»d pan.

No On* Hurt
—

An Inquiry To Be
Ordered.

Norfolk. Va.. Dae. XX.—The collision be-
tween the battleships Georgia and Nebraska
off the Virginia Capes on Thursday eeems
to have teen rather Inconsequential. The
Georgia has a email amount of paint
scraped on* one tide, with her bridge slight-
ly bent, but reports that two signal men
were badly hurt, that two of her eight-Inch
guns were damaged and that her super-
structure was bent are denied. No one. it
Is said, was either hurt or frightened by
the accident, and neither «hlp »ill have to

withdraw from the fleet. The Nebraska was
not scratched. The collision. It is said, was
due to a misunderstanding of signals.

Washington. Dec. 11.—Unless Rear Ad-
miral Scbrceder appoints a court of inquiry
into the collision between the Georgia and
the Nebraska the Navy Department will
do so Msoon at full reports arrhe'bere.

Four Men See End Approach-
ing, but Only One Escapes.

Pittsburg. Dec. 11—Entrapped In a lake
of flowing tar. four men were held fast
at the McClintock & Irvine Company's
roofing plant, in this city, early to-day, and
were compelled to watch the gradually ap
proachlng flames. Three of them were
burned to death, but the fourth managed
to extricate himself and escape the horri-
ble fate, of his companion!", although he
was seriously burned.

The dead are Peter McGonnigle. John
Trent ami Patrick Carry. The. man who
escaped with burns was Patrick Moran.
Itis aaid the men were not employed at

the works, but since winter ret In had
been in the habit of sleeping there at
night. In some manner the valve of a
tar vat opened, and before the sleeping
men knew their danger they were engulfed.
Unable to free themselves, although they
(struggled with all their might, they saw
the tar flow to a boiler, where It was
Fpesedily Ignited. Then as the nre crawled
toward them they frantically crl'd for he,!p.
The night watchman was attracted by the
cries, but was powerless to aid them.

BATTLESHIP COLLISION SLIGHT.

DIED IXLAKEOF TAR.

Customs Inspector Dishcnn-
ened Over Dismissal.

After serving twenty-three years as a
customs inspector. Charles N'immo, of
No. 4SJ East Mh street. Brooklyn, could
not bear the disgrace of being dismissed
ty Collector Loeb, and last night he cut

his throat with a razor in his home. He
«*as taken to the Kings County Hospital,
v r.--e he died at midnight.

N:Time's ciimissa! was the result, ac-
cording to inlormation given out from
the Collector's office, of his visit to the
home of a man whose baggage he had
f-rpraised a law days before It ap-
peared that Nimmo had on two previous

slans passed the passenger in the
case, and on the third trip another in-
6pect<-.r batpai MtsBJM find several hun-
dred dollars' worth of dutiable goods in
the- man's baggage. As the passenger
did not Lav* sufficient money to pay the
duty Nimmo advanced the necessary
amount His subsequent visit, he said,
was for th* purpose of collecting the
money

Hi? wlfft refused to discuss h«r hus-
Mis !a«t night, except to

;&y that he had been very much d!s-
Ly his dismissal from the

i-rrwcf. He had his dinner with thereat
cf the family as usual. Later she missed
him, and when she went to look for him
found him in the bathroom lyingon the
floor unconscious. He was fifty-two
years old

FIRED, TAKES LIFE.

Goldzcin Smith Expects Volun-
tary Union rrith U.S.
IBy Telegrsrh |a Th« Tribune .J

Kingston. Ont. Dec. 11—Professor
Ooldwin Smith has replied to the speech
made lust week before the Canadian Club
in New York by Judge Riddell, in which
\e said that annexation sentiment was
dead and that there was only one man
ln Canada in favor of it. the reference
clearly being to Professor Smith. In a
letter from Toronto to •The Daily
Standard." of this city, a newspaper
wnich Gold win Smith has lately used as
a medium in Canada of expressing his

-. Dr. Smith mv«:
It seems that Ihave been represented

as advocating 'annexation.' Let me as-
sure you that Ihave studiously avoided
the use of a term which implies submis-
sion en the part of Canada to the power
c! the United States That which I
t!.:rk sfin.s tha dictate of nature, and
likely as such to come to pas*, is the
\oluntary union of the two great Eng-
i:sh speaking communities on this con-
tinent for their mutual benefit and secur-

>ocial fusion seems to be already
\u25a0v complete."

FUTURE OF CAXADA.

One Unionist Candidate Flees
—Agent Badly Beaten.

London, Dec. 11— feature of the
Conservative meetings during the last
week has been the number of peers who
have come forward to support the can-
didates, and the storm of Interruptions
and generally, good-natured chaff to
which they have been subjected. A more
serious Incident occurred at Rhos Den-
rich this evening, when the audience
broke up a Conservative meeting, chased
the candidate out of the building and
kicked the Conservative agent uncon-
scious.

Austin Chamberlain, the former Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, up to the pres-
nt has been the only Conservative lead-

er actively in the fl«!d. To-night he met
etormy interruptions again from his
constituents in a suburb of Birming-
ham. Joseph 4

Chamberlain has issued a
manifesto in Manchester and Salford.
declaring that tariff reform must be
adopted In order to compete with foreign
countries.

Ear! of (wranard May Be Mar-
gin*qin* After Election*.

London. Dec. IX—"The Observer" says
that many peerages willbe created after
the elections, the recipients of the honors
including; the Earl of Granard. who pM>
al-ly willbe made a marqui*

PEERS i\ THE FIELD.

MANYNEW PEEMAGES

THE FLAMlNGO—Quickest Florida Train
Via P. R. R. and Seaboard Air Line. I,vs.
K. Y. 10:25 a. m. Ar. Jacksonville 1:30 p.m.
Thru sleeper to all Florida Cast Coast Re-
torts, uiuce, liiiBroadway, 11. Y,—Advu

Came from Brooklyn to Manhattan
Last Year and Never Returned.

The Question m to where tha 1.053.300
persons who apparently escaped fromBrooklyn Into Manhattan last year, and to
all Inter, and purposes never crossed
back again Into the land of rubber plants
and churches, went to puzzles the Public
Service Commis?!on and the Bridge Depart-
ment.

The Public Service Commission made on
three days. November 16. 17 _nd 1«. working
\u25a0with the Bridge Department, a count
covering one twenty-four hour period, and
this shows that on the one twenty-four
hour day apparently 3.311 more persons
travelled into Manhattan than went back
to Brooklyn. The total count showed
that In the twenty-four hours 552.511 persons
passed back ana forth between New York
and Brooklyn. Sixty-eight m. worked for
the greater part of three days taking the
census.

ONE MILLION PERSONS LOST.

Metropolitan Handles Nearly
400,000,000 Passengers a Year

More than a million dollars in nickels
are paid into- the treasury of the Metro-
politan Street Railway system every
month by passengers on its lines. This
is shown ina partial annual report of the
Metropolitan system for eleven months
of the fiscal year ended June 30. The re-
licrt was made to the Public Service
Commission and was incomplete, owing
to the change in receivership?.

The report shows that the number of
fare passengers carried on the lines of
the Metropolitan system for the year
numbered 255.016.552. and the number
of transfer passengers 124.O0&M&

MILLIOXSIXNICKELS.

Minister Would Therefore Di-
vorce Young Wife.

[ByTe!?graph to The Tribune.]
Marion, Ptnn., Dec. 11.

—
The Rev.

Clarence E. Miller, pastor of the Cen-
tral Christian Church, has brought ac-
tion for divorce from his young Wtfs,
who was tor—IIf Miss Margaret Ingels.
nf Lexington, Ky. ll^ a'leges gross neg-
Icct and extreme cruelty. In his bill the
minister says h* was married at Lexing-
ton on October 2, IMt\ and that his wife
has frequently made fun of his sermons,
often asking him why he did not prac-
tftst that which he preached

Mr. Miller endeavored to suppress the
fact that he had filed the divorce suit.
lie explained this afternoon that he still
lovaji his wife and wished to 'protect her
frnrn "undue notoriety."

RIDICULED SERMOXS.

Rich Pittsburger Urges "Osier-
t>'i from. Business Viewpoint/

C3y Te!»;raph to The Tr.bune.]
Pittsburg. Dec. 11.

—
The Rev. Dr. J.

H. Mcllvaine. rector of Calvary Protes-
tant Episcopal Church, the wealthiest
Episcopal church in Pittsburg. will ten-
der his resignation to-morrow because
he believes in "Oslerization from a busi-
ness point of view."

Although only fifty years old. Dr. Mc-
llvaine declares that the older minis-
ters, after they have accumulated money
enough to keep them In their old age.
should resign and give the younger men
a chance. The retiring preacher is said
to bo nearly a millionaire.

PASTOR QUITS AT 50.

But Mrs. Wood Must Pat/
Duty on $WJS?O,

Collector Loeb approved a settlement
ycstei lay of the seizure of eight trunks
belonging to Mrs Charles B. Wood, sis-
ter of John C. Eno, involving the pay-
ment of $10,700. The trunks were eeize.l
last Sunday on their arrival on the
steamship Amerika and sent to the Ap-
praiser's Stores. Mrs. Wood was met at
the pier by Mr. Eno. The passage of
the bagg- ge was to have been expedited

under an order from the Collector's
office.

*

The declaration was for $450 worth of
foreign goods. In the trunks, however,
Paris made gowns were found folded
among other material, and there were
other articles discovered. The matter

came before the solicitor for the Col-
lector last week, who decided that Mrs.
Wood should pay the home value of the
seized goods, which amounted to the
$10,500, batac the foreign value and the
duty. There will be no prosecution.

Jewelry valued at 54.000 was found in
the possession of a second class passen-
ger, a woman, on the steamship Vol-
taire, last week, from South American
ports. Customs Inspector McCauley

seized the jewelry temporarily, pending
a further investigation The woman
wore cheap rings on hep fingers. A
search cf her baggage revea'cd several
valuable rinss. When asked whether
she had other gems she gave up more
rtagSj a Broach and a neck pin.

GJSTS HER TMUNfS.

Secretary Stokrs said this evening that
he did not yet know whose mummy it
was. He said the relic was not for him
personally, but had been consigned to
an undergraduate organization, and that
Itwas not expected it would ever appear
ln public.

Gift from A.P. Stoke* to Yale
Societif, ItIs Said.
fßy T*!«uraph to The Tnbun«.]

New Haven. Dec. 11—The ultimate
destination of Rha, the mummy shipped
from Egypt to the Rev. Anson Phelps
Stokes, secretary of Yale, last month, is
believed to be the Skull and Bones hall.
It Is thought that the relic will figure in
the Initiatory ceremonies of that secret
orpanization of Yale senior?.

The mummy arrived to-day and was
turned over to the Rev. Mr. Stokes, to
whom It was Bent from Egypt by his
brother. Harold Phelpc Stokes, who is
taking a trip around the world. Both
the Stokeses belong to Skull and Bones.
This Is the society to which President
Taft belonged.

MCMMY FOR BOXES."

Have You Tried Dewey'» Champagne
"Brut Ouvee" or "Special Sec.

H.T. l<t*e: A- Sons Co., 138 Fulton Si.N.Y.—
Aivt

Disclosure Made at Hearing ofBroker's
Case inProvid-nce.

[ByTelegraph to Th» Tribune )

Providence. Dec. Startling disclosures
were made to-day In the course of a hear-ing in the ease of Lewis 11. Tappan. a
bankrupt broker, when It was brought out
that Frank W. Johnson, a bookkeeper in
the employ of the firm, at «i r-alnry of $30
a week, who Is now missing, carried an
account with the house under an assumed
name amounting to more than a million
dollars.

Tappan failed several weeks ago. and all
efforts to find Johnson proved of no avail,
although since then he Is said to have been
•een in Chicago. Tappan refused to dis-
close the names of his customers to-day.

CLERK HAD $1,000,000 ACCOUNT.

Senator Rallies from Sinking Spell-

Condition Satisfactory
Rochester. De^. 1! -Senator John Raines

has rallied from the sinking spell wasvtj
set in early last night and is greatly im-
proved this morning. The report sent out
last night that Mr Raines probably could
not live more than three or four days is
.lenled by the attending physicians. «%•
?a:i this morning that they had never

up hope and that there was nothing
in rhe patient's condition to warrant th>»
Btatsssjssjt, It i« said that there, are rea-
sons to hope that Senator Raines w-t;j r,.
iover.

At noon Dr. Hawley, who had Just .-ome
from the sick man's bedside, reported
Senator Raines's condition as satisfactory.
Bs faid he had an even chance for his life.

GOOD CHANCE FOR FAINTS.

The New York health authorities do
not consider it necessary for lepers to fca
isolated, for they say the disease is not
contagious, but while ln Washington he
was forced to live apart.

Before Early had decided to com* to
New York to see Dr. Bulkley the gov-
ernment paid him $100. due him on a
pension account. The money, according
to Dr.Bulkley, was paid to Early in the
form of a check, which was fumigated
after the alleged leper had indorsed it.

Dr. Bulkley will speak to-morrow
evening before the Society of Medical
Jurisprudence at the Academy of Medi-
cine on "The Medico-Legal Aspect of
the Early Case."

Dr. Bulkley eaid that Early nas in
good physical condition now. but very-

much distressed mentally. "His con-
tinual persecutions," he went on. "are
most unfair, especially as it does not ap-
pear that any effort has been made to
v-erify the original test made on August
21, 190S. Persons who wish to live in
Washington had better be very' careful

about asking foolish questions. Early's
trouble, apparently, arises from the fact
that he was a soldier in the Philippines

and that he subsequently said, 'Do you
suppose that this Is leprosy?'

"Of one hundred thousand soldiers
whom we have had ln th>3 Philippines
only two have had leprosy, and one of
them is a doubtful case. There is no
known case of any civilian going from
here and contracting the disease at Ma-
nila, and there are many thousands of
them working there."

Early, who was quarantined near the
capital for several months, was allowed
his liberty on the eve of the Fourth of
July, and came to New York, where he
received a clean bill of health after a
most searching examination He then
went to Virginia, where he worked on
a farm until the beginni^a; of the
month. On receiving a notice frq/n the
Pension Bureau he went to 'Washington
lo draw the money which he was entitled
to. Dr. Woodward promptly pounced on
him and locked him up.

Although he has been told by several
doctors that Early was not a kper. the
Washington authority has Insisted that
his original conclusion on the matter
was a correct one, and has refused to
admit that he might have made a mis-
take.

Before letting Early pay his freight to
New York. Dr. \ odward wired Dr.
Bulkley.asking him Ifhe would be satis-

fied to have the alleged leper examined
by Dr. Flexner An affirmative answer
was immediately sent, and the veteran
of Cuban ai.J Philippine rights started.

Dr. Flexner last night, in answer to &

written question as to what he would
do about passing on the case, wrote, "I
know nothing whatever about John
Early."

John R. Early, who arrived from Wash-
ington ln * special freight rar yesterday
morning, is now In tM city, waiting to
be. examined by Dr. Simon Flexn^r. head
of the Rockefeller Institute of Medical
Research. The health authorities of the
District of Columbia say that be Is a
leper. Other physicians, who have >.id
experience in dealing with sufferers fr^m
leprosy, say that he is not.

Dr. Woodward was so anxious to g»t
Early Ntßjy started for New York that
he, with Dr. Fowler, escorted him to th->

railroad yard in his automobile, an-1 kept

him warm on the way with h!s own lap

robes. Fearles3 as to his own safety, h*

took ofthis glove and shook hands with
"the leper," while wishing him a speedy

and uninterrupted trip to foreign parts.
Early was then shown to the private

car. which he did not want but which
cost him $89. and made himself as ratten
at home as he could till he reached the
hospitable shores of the Hudson River.

Having left the land of suspicion. h»
quietly boarded iPennsylvania '• "•

boat, took a streetcar uptown and called
on Dr.L. Duncan Bulkley, who has done

bo much to assist him in his fight for
freedom. He is now somewhere In the
city, waiting for the examination by Dr.
Flexner, which the Washington authori-
ties are willingto consider as their last
appeal.

Him, He Says.

Early Must Get Dr. Firmer*

"O. X."—Doesn't Know

COMES TO XEW YORK

FROM IVASHIXGTOX.

"LEPER" AS FREIGHT

Washington. Dec. 11.— Disquieting new*
received from Nicaragua at th* State
Department to-day to the effect that;

there is danger of an attack by Presi-
dent Zelaya's forces beingmade on Blue-
fields, where there are one hundred aa<i
Cfty Americans, resulted la orders betas
sent by wireless to the protected cruiser
Tacoma. with ten guns on board and *.
full complement of bluejackets, to pre-1,
ceed under full steam to Kueflelds, there*
to join the Dcs Moines and await fur-
ther orders.

"
ii

The news that Zelaya probably wouldr-
avoid an engagement at Rama, and.
making a detour, would strike B'.ueflelda*
the headquarters of the revolutionary,
army and provisional government, waji

received In official circles her* withson\a
apprehension, and almost immediately \u25a0*.

conference was held In the office of th*
Secretary of the Navy, at which we—
present Secretary Meyer. Assistant Sec-
retary Winthrop. Admiral "Wainwrisht
and Assistant Secretary of State Wilson.
A prompt decision was reached to hurry

additional fighting material ta the danger

Eclat in Blueflelds.
The Prairie, which, has been Coated and :

is nor at Philadelphia, has been ordered,

to take on board seven hundred marine*
under the command of Colonel EJddl*.
and steam as soon as possible to Colon.
The Importance and significance of these)
orders are minimized at the State De-
partment, where it Is said the Tacoma.
has been instructed to look out for
American interests at B'ueflelds.

While the destination of the Prairie <«•
given a3 Colon, the fact that sha is
equipped with wireless apparatus would]

make Itvery easy for her destination tn
be changed at any moment durins; hss*
trip south.

Thus far there, has been no tntlmsrttaa
that a landing of marines or bluejacket*
Is in immediate contemplation, but It t?i
certain that they are being placed In *
position to meet any contingency. Iti*
a fair assumption, however, that should
American lives be put in jeopardy or
American business interests Interfere*!
wtih prompt and decisive action woul<t
be taken. ... ••;.*;

Navy officials to-day, whilo admitting

that the marines which are expected "% .
land from the Dixie at Colon to-day

would be hurried across the isthmus ami
put on board the Buffalo, stated 'hat

that vessel had received no orders **»
sail to Corinto, but It Is pointed out thaSf
the taking aboard of seven hundred ma«
rines almost certainly means an launedi

-
ate ling, as otherwise the marines]

would have been kept on shore until
needed.. ." \u2666 .-

Questioned to-day as to the truth of
the sever 1 statements made by Presl-*
dent Zelaya in an Interview published]

this morning, it was stated that the ln-»
terview was full of errors, and two con-
spicuous examples were pointed out.
One was that Zelaya disclaimed than
the execution of Cannon and Groos was)
by his order, ••* which the otate Depart-
ment has absolute proof to the contrary.

Another alleged false statement mad*
by him was that Zelaya had sent \u25a0
communication to the United MitM
government expressing his willingness
to allow th.> United States to name \u25a0
commission to investigate all of the mat-
ters In connection with the recent dfcv*
turbances to which this government
took exception, and that he would ableV*
by the results of their Investigation
No such communication. It was stated,
had been received.

BLUEFIELDS EXCITED
General Estrada Said to Have

Appealed to United States.
Blueflelda. Nicaragua. Dec. It.

—
This)

city, the headquarters of the provisional
government, has been thrown into alarm

*

by a sudden realisation of the strength

of the government army against which.
General Estrada, the leader of the In-
surgents, has been supposed to be mak-
ing Irresistible headway. Estrada an-
parently had been hoodwinked by
Zelaya. and no one would be surprised if
the latter s troops should appear before)
the city at any hour. Estrada is hoping
for timelyjaid from the United States.

He has appealed to the United States)
Consul. Mr. Moffat. for bluejacket* from
i""cruiser Dcs Molnes to protect Ameri-
cans. It Is known, however, that what
Estrada really wishes is Intervention by
the United States to save the insurgent

cause.
While General Vaaque*. at the head of

a handful of loyal troops, was parleying
with Estrada's envoys before Rama, It
Is said the main army of Zelaya was
marching on BlusHelds. A dlsquietlnc
report comes from Grey town, which i*
said to contain a government force suffi-
cient to rout the besieging troops undet?
General Chamorro whenever th* word 1%

Boy Sent Poisoned Candy and Tried to
Stab Miss Braden.

[By Telegraph to Th- Tribune |
Washington. Perm.. Dec. 11.— in con-

nection with the double tragedy of yes-
terday, when Laura Braden. a sixteen
year old High School girl was shot deadon the street by eighteen year old Wal-
ter Seybold. who then committed suicide*.
it developed to-day that young Seyboli
once tried to kill the school girl with
polsoj.ed randy. It is also said he one*
tried to stab her to death.

Recently. • .en the newspapers were
devoting onsi.lerable space to a box of
poisoned candy having been sent to a
woman in a stant city, a box of candy
was mailed to Miss Braden. Her
father's suspicions were aroused by the
evident c fort to disguise the handwrit-
ing and. suspecting young Seybold, he-
had the candy examined. ItIs now sal 1
traces of poison were found in it. Be-
sides giving another warning to ..I*
daughter to be careful of the boy. Mr
Braden did not pursue the matter.

Some time later. ItIs said, young Sey-
bold tried to stab Miss Braden as ah*was on her way to school, hut succeed-
ed only :n cutting her dress. Another
boy nii'ped boid soundly lot thia»

THIRD ATTEMPT TO KILLGIRT,.

Mrs. William B. Coley. wife of Dr.
Coley. of No. 5 Park avenue; her sister
and Dr. George B. Johnson, of Richmond.
Va.. were on their way to the Manhattan
Opera House, and were just crossing
Fifth avenue, when a crowd of boys
racing down the avenue on roller skates
approached. The chauffeur. Cornelius
Duggan. of No. 91 Amsterdam avenue.
tried to avoid running them down, and
all escaped injury except Benjamin Lev-
inson. of No. tjß»i Ninth avenue. ||
right thigh was fractured. It was Mrs.
Coley who Jumped from the machine and
picked up the injured boy.

The automobile made a fast run to th©hospital. Mrs. Coley and her sister
walked home. Duggan was arrested on
a technical charge of felonious assault.

Victim Is Rushed in Automo-
bile to Hospital.

Persons near Fifth avenue and Soth
street at 9 o'clock last night were sur-
prised to see a woman jump out of an

mobile, pick up a boy who had Just
been knocked down by the machine, lift
him into It and order the chauffeur to
drive as fast as possible to Bellevuo
Hospital.

HIT BOY, MISS OPERA.

The man was discovered by John Jones,

the elevator boy, leaving the apartment

of Bert Munger. on the fifth floor, about
S o'clock. Jones, the superintendent, his
assistant and Patrolman tVigge chased
the intruder over the roofs, down the
fire escapes, into one building and out

another. Eight patrolmen summoned
from the West 125th street station ar-
rived in a taxicab within five minutes
and were stationed around the building?.

In some unknown manner the thief got
away and came out at No. 609. Two
boys saw him, followed him up Broad-
way and then lost sight of him. Appar-
ently he selected only jewelry to take
with him. as the boys said he- carried
nothing Inhis hands, though the. pc'kers
of his coat were bulging.

Nine Patrolmen Guard Doors,
hut Tie Vanishes.

With nine patrolmen guarding the
various exits of the Cromwell apart-

ments. No. 601 to 609 West 137 th street.
a man who is supposed to have spent all
yesterday afternoon in going through

twelve different apartments escaped the
eta* **\u25a0• cf the law, and the only de-
scrlr-* an obtained, of him was furnished
by f*• littls boys who saw him leave the
building. The extent of his work Is not
known, as the occupants of the different
apartments which he entered were not
home last night.

Of'TWITTED BY THIEF

A few freight handlers who were close
by when the chain slipped got away in
time and escaped being hurled Into the
hold

Tzcenty-Ton Boiler Crashes
Doxcn on Deck of Liner.

A 20-ton boiler fell from its derrick
yesterday as it was being lowered into

the hold of the Munaon liner Ollnda and
caused much damage to the deck uttlnsts
which Itstruck In Its drdp into the hold.

The Olinda, which was expected to

sail for Nuevitas. Cuba, within a few
days, was loading cargo at Pier 0. East
River, when the accident happened,

A lighter which was made fast to the
port side carried several pieces of ma-
chinery consigned to the Spanish-Ameri-

can Mining Company of Cuba. Practi-
cally every part of the cargo had been
put aboard safely, and the big 20-ton
boiler was held for the last. It was
hoisted over the deck safely, but when
the boom swung over the foreword hatch
the chain slipped and the boiler crashed
with great force into the hold.

The boiler demolished several engines

and winches, which it struck before re-
bounding Into the hold, and every one
aboard thought Itwould cut through the
bottom of the steamer.

ALMOST SIXKS SHIP.

Father, Brother and Three
Itie Daughters Drown.

Kent. Ohio. Dec. 11.
—

The opening of
the skating season claimed five victims
near here to-day and nearly obliterated
a family. Frank Cormany. a farmer, and
his three daughters. Helen. Flora and
Mabel Cormany. nine, seven and four
years old. and Russell Cormany. eighteen

years old. his brother, were the victims.
The Cormany girls had been warned

against venturing on the Ice alone, and
there being no school session to-day

they persuaded their father and uncle
to aocompany them to a nearby creek.
The men were to skate and the chil-
dren to slide. When they failed to ap-
pear for dinner Mrs. Cormany, taking

her three-year-old son Charles, the only

surviving child, went to the homes of

neighbors and organised a searching

party. Search at the falls revealed at

first only a big hole in the ice. Later
the five bodies were recovered.
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Heavy Reinforcements Read?/
to Sail for the Scene of ,

Trouble.

SECRETARY OF SAFTi

IX COXFEREXCE.

AMERICA ACTS
ON NICARAGUA

ZELAYA'S STATEMENT.

Says Secretary Knox Refused Him
a Hearing

Panama, Dec. 11.—President Z«!aj»

of Nicaragua has forwarded th« fol-
lowing statement In reply to a re-
quest that he set forth his side «f «Jk»
controversy with th« United Stat«»:

The manner of proceeding on the
part of the Secretary of State of th«
United States is extraordinary. He
has refused to hear the well-founded
justification of Nicaragua's govern-
ment, and in a communication to the
Nicaragua* Charge d'Affaires make*
assertions which are false and of-
fensive to this government and to my

person, undoubtedly because of mal-
evolent information received from my

bitter enemies. So that this commu-
nication can be officially refuted, the
American government has been asked
to send an investigating committee. In
order that they may be convinced of
the correct procedure and the truth
of the affirmations of the Nicaragua**
government.

MORJLLM OF TRAVELLERS.
Seaa« at; think so Ilttlior have so little

«•**> or t:.ought as to believe fiat.

There ax*1 serious obstacles to an over-
y~S.:r.s end rehabilitation of the customs
Bervlcc tX th!s pert euch as have been un-
cV-rtaJoen. It requires the whole unob-
structed forces of the federal government.
Aii Qm hiiwnna mutt eo-eptrate and be
"f one kind. The channel must b« orien
Doa *h* higLett feouicfe cf power all the
»T»y Crough. The undertaking needs the
Presiflf-r.t at the back cf it. and it would be
'sijjosilt^e for any can In any position \n
be «-.o;e direct ard r.orrr.&l In his outlookupon a question cf pool government or to™* sr.ore elmply resolved to back to the
limit ar.y important- and wi»c- project of
improvement '

\u25a0\u25a0;.: President Taft. In what
the Du.irtrrer:t of Justice and the Trea?-
"-CT iJtptrtmest are undertaking to do at
OH pert, and In the lees Important but
ftij'r -it- \u25a0 t*-' *\u25a0« we rhall atteir.pt to

*\u25a0*> at the other ports of the country, we
'me Prerldtr.t Taft behind us.

PRAISES LOEB.
But as si1nag as the makes the cltua-

«ca a' Washington, we of the Treasury
tteparuner.t thould be 11. a sad way in
SCe* York if we did not have exactly the
ft*,a for the b'.g work, the man for the
•occasion, ta Collector L»oeb. He is the
Ijgbt man in the right place. And quite
Qftft from satisfaction at what le ac-
'^»x:p:i^hfc<i, It1&

•
great pleasure to work

**:Th an efficial like Collector Loeb. who
tana r.either to right hand nor to the
left, and \u25a0no doern't hesitate, deviate or
"ftaktn. but pursue* an uninterrupted,
strong and straight course.

The chief obstacle which had to be

ntt in this work, said Secretary Mac-
vearh. was the important Influence of

'he *ri"nj*tor those rich or well-to-do
«sjsjU> who. for the hake of what
they could make out of it. were willing
*• evade lawful duties, and sometimes
QScr tr:bes into the bargain.

This influence." he caid, "is »nd long

hfs been deadly. »nd a very serious con-
•tisrfe- in this connection is the lack
'•• • BufQclently public opinion to aid in
f-orrectlng these practices."

Private persons and the press were too
Prompt and severe In their criticism of
customs officials when a passenger suf-
lered any Inconvenience, Secretary Mar-
v**rh thought, and, on the other hand,"

wat very unusual for either to dwell
upon evasions of duties or the willing-

'*sk to buy an easy way across the piers.

•J or humorous views of the impo-
sition of tariff duties constituted one of
the niiln sources cf such demoralization
\u25a0f the customs service at this port, the
E*cretarjr of the Treasury said. He con-
tloued:

VEAGH ON* FRAUDS.

The recent activity In the New York
Curtorn House Secretary MaeVeagh de-
Falbed as an attempt 10 cut out a fes-
t*r;r.g corruption which Is a blot upon
Tie city." and he justified his idea of
Ujrtcg ct least part of the onus on the
city by \u25a0 Bg that the defects <• the
<~ustor:.s service at this port were due
both to local and federal conditions. To
President Xfeft and Collector Locb Sec-
rttary MacVeagh ascribed all credit for
\u25a0what he termed the "overhauling and
rehabilitation of the customs service at' v.!« port." He said:

You sj« a very h:g city. It ts true;

o city Is too big 10 be righteously

tnterastsd. a* a email c!ty would prob-
• a bad moral situation of large

proporttacs that grows mere or less cut
editions which Mi people might

\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0

PEARY HONORED

-•render Robert E Peary "ho Is* native cf Pennsylvania, was admitted
to the society as an honorary member.
ir.4 President Carnegie, In conferring a
membership certificate upon the explor-
er, \u25a0 ':*»*•'him that he was the second
BBS to receive that honor in the eleven
rears cf the existence of the society.
Dr Horace Howard Furness, the noted
Eblkcspeasitt scholar, of Philadelphia,
received the society gold medal.

To the three Cabinet members were
a*sfgne4 responses to toasts concerning
their departments, and each had a mes-
#*ge for bis fellow Pennsylvanians.

"International Unity" was the subject
cf Secretary Xiicxs address; Secretary

MacVesgrh answered the question. "Have
Customs Duties Any Moral Sanction?"
ar.d Attorney General Wlckertham spoke
en 'The Department of Justice."

Secretary ilacVeagh had perhaps the
\u25a0on pertinent ineßage to New Yorkers
"Then he Raid:

Governor Stuart, Lieutenant Governor
Murphr. former governor*, past and
jireser.t senators from the only 6tate that
«jy or.* there thought of, and senators

erd fi'.grUarits of other states who had

had the forethought to be born in Penn-
ry!var.i» were the guests of the evening.

The grand ballroom of the Waldorf
*ss a xr.ass of green foliage and white
flowers, while over the dais In olectric
lights "Pcr.r.tylvar.ia" •\u25a0•?\u25a0> on
T>er distinguished sons, and In the boxes

mrrour. \u25a0".:\u25a0"-$: the dining room were their
wives 890 sweethearts

• • m Phiiaaelphia,

PJtt-barr and Washington Flags and

teals cf every city in Pennsylvania were

sosttered around the room, and at the

cr.4 of the dinner, Andrew Carnegie, the
j.re«ider.t cf the society, in lieij cf a
Imiiiiiiin'i address, summoned each
city ?.£g bearer with his ensign to the

trvttl t-f the dais.

Pennsylvania moved to New York last
tight and the ghost of William Perm
becanit a promen*d«r in •'Peacock Al-
j^y." .<=: the Waldorf, while more than a

thousand FeT.nsylvar;!ans. presided over
ry Andrew Carnegie, listened with
j-nde and attention. In the Grand Ball-
room, to the three native-born Penn-
fy]ra".ians who are now In the Cabinet

\u0084 President ft—Secretary Knox, Sec-
retary MacVtagh and Attorney General
WKktrtham.

- ~^^^^ \u25a0'« fc>rrrt«M. 1*». by The T*fl>ill« A»»ocUtlon.]


