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THE .VETT.S' THIS MORMXG.

FOREIGN.
—

The French Chamber of
deputies passed the high tariff bill,but
Ithap to go through many stages before
becoming a law.== Joseph Chamber-
lain, in a manifesto issued to Birming-
ham electors, said Great Britain was
threatened by foreign nations as never
l»efor«».

—_ --
The. centenary of William

Ewart Gladstone's birth was celebrated at
Westminster and In his favorite church
at Ha warden, many foreign countries
being represented, ssssss The Sultan of
Turkey accepted the resignations of the
Grand Vizier and the other member? of
liie Cabinet. \u25a0== Government in Ma-
nagua is Ina state of chaos. Congress ad-
mitting the claim of Zelaya as "titular
President" of Nicaragua, while discuss-
ing measures recommended by Madriz.- Zelaya was Indifferently received
in the City of Mexico, no government of-
ficials being present to greet him.
A conference in Melbourne, Australia.
an wireless stations in the Pacific an-
nounced the points selected, all of Which
«re to be und*r British control. :

—
Nearly five thousand cases of typhoid
fever duo to polluted drinking water,
have been reported in Montreal. "•

It is estimated that eleven schooners,
with crews totalling sixty men. belong-
ing to Newfoundland, were lost in the
Christmas storm.

DOMESTIC—-President Taft will soon
begin work on his message dealing with
«-ons*rvatlon of natural resources. \u25a0

—
A conference was arranged at Washing-
ton for Friday among Chairman Knapp
of the Interstate Commerce Commission.
Commissioner Nc-ill of the Bureau of
Labor and H.B. Perhani, of the railway
department of the American Federation
of Labor.

-——
it was announced at

Austin that the State of Texas would
not b* bound by the decision of Presi-
dent Taft defining whiskey. ==Homer
I>avenport. the cartoonist, who is illat
Point Loma. Cai, suffered a relapse.. .\u25a0 The People's Mutual Life In-
Furancp Association and League, a so-
railed fraternal beneficiary society, with
headquarters at Syracuse, iras directed
by Supreme Court Justice Andrews, at
Utica. to show cause why the State
Superintendent of Insurance should not

be put in possession of its business,
pending" the determination of the ques-
tion whether it should be liquidated.

ClTY. Stocks »ere strong and higher.• Secretary MacVeagh returned to
Washington after a conference here on
the customs frauds.

—
zrrrr Ambassador

Brief, in an address to ii<\u25a0 New York
State teachers. in session here, said the
formation of "good Americans" was In
their hands. = Wii Ting-fansr, the
retiring Chinese Minister, sailed for
Furnpe : :-

—
Justice Newberger decid-

ed that neither Commissioner Smith of
th* Park Department nor bis secretary.
JCagle. need tell the Commissioners of
Accounts what Nagie does for his $1,800
a ear. —

The Delaware, I^acka-
wanna and Western Coal Company de-
clared an initial dividend of 2% per cent
quarterly, putting the stock on a 10 per
rent yearly basis. — Cotton in the
May and other active options touched
tho high mark of the year.

—
Judge

Ge.ynor failed to make complete an-
nouncement of his appointments.

THE WEATHER— lndications for to-
day: Flair. The temperature yesterday:
Highest, -'6 degrees; lowest, 11.

Mr and Mrs. X F. Cutting have opened)
their villa for the holidays, and Mr. nnd
Mrs v* is are In the Jones v: a

OIIMSS who are remaining over for the
holiday season are Mr. and Mrs. H. 8.
Redmond. Mr and Mrs. Samuel Wag-

utaff. Mr and Mrs. Grenvllle Kar.e, M

and Mrs. Wiuthrop McKim. Mr. and Mrs.
J Wwaid Davis. Mr. and Mrs. M. O.
BamweU, Colonel and Mrs. Thomas Denny.
Mr. and Mrs. New fold Edgar. Mr. an*
Mis \v M. V HoffmaiJ. Mr. and Mn
9 A. Snow. Mr. and Mrs. Geor&» Grant
Mason. Mr. and Mrs. I*. J. Pooler. Mr*
and Mrs. N \u25a0 se£ 1 T*iton. Mr and Mr*.
Paul Toekenaasn, Mr. and Mrs. F" X..

and Mrs. W. 11. To. ;

The committee on winter sports has ar-
ranged a series of contests for the week-
ends during the winter. Silver cups will
be offered, In addition a series of court

tennis and racquet matches has been
scheduled to take place at the Tuxedo

Tennis and Racquet Club. There will be
special matches in tennis for the club
championship and exhibition matches wlt?i
professionals from Boston. Philadelphia

and New York on New Year's Day. The
huge lake is frozen over and a toboggan
slide has been erected there. The coast-
Ing on Tower Hi!! is expected to attract
a large number next Sunday.

The special train service for the bens-
flt of those who wish to return to town

Sunday evenings has been well patronized.
A number of dinners have been arranged
for the debutantes. Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Mortimer will give a dinner and dance to-
morrow evening at their villa for Mian
WOfreda Mortimer, and Mr. and Mrs.
Otto Andreno, jr.. will giv* a dinner on
New Year." Eve at th«» clubhouse for Mtss
Alice Andreae. Other debutantes who will
attend Ihe New Year's Eve dinner are Miss
Katharine M Tilford, Miss Eleanor Bur-
rill, Miss Marie Seton. Miss Helen
Coster, M.S.; Ursula Brown. Miss Rose
Kane, Miss Louise Munroe. Miss Dorothy
Hyde and Mis Madeline Cook.

Richmond Talbott gave a cowboy dinner
at the club on Monday evening. A large

number of the colonists and their guests
were present.

NOTES FROM TUXEDO PARK.
"

[By Telegraph SB The Tribune.!
Tuxedo Park. N. V.. Dec. 29.— The holi-

day week at Tuxedo is always a. lively

one. and this year, withplenty of sleigitlnii.
coasting, tobogganing anil skating, it la
busier than ever. The ball on New Year's
Eve at the Tuxedo Club is th« chief at-

traction and the young people have al-
ready begun to arrive for it. The Winter
Club, together with the annexes, is now
open and the clubhouse is filled. In ad-
dition, many of the colonists have opened

their villas.

Mrs. Edward •' Heart «Q give a fane
liresH party to-morrow evening at her coun-
try !>la'"e- ai Stuinl'orJ. <*or.n.

Mrs. Richard Mortimer will give a dan***
at Tuxedo this evening for her daughter.

Miss Wilfred-i Mortimer.

Mrs. G. Hunter Brown gives a dance at

Sherry's this evening for her debutant*
daughter. Miss I'rsula Brown. Mrs. James

Brown gives a dinner earlier in the even-
Ing, afterward taking her guests to the
dance.

The first of the Metropolitan dane»«
'

gbis not yet introduced to society will be
given this evening at Sherry's. The patror-

esses induce Mrs. H. Van Rensselaer Ken-
nedy. Mrs. Archibald Murray. Mrs. Georg*

I* Rives and Mrs. Harry B. Hollins.

Mrs. Arthur B. Twombly'a sinner, an-
nounced for last^ night, did not take place.

the invitations having be.?n recalled owing

to the anxiety which prevails with regard

to the health of H. McK. Twombly.

L. Gordon Hamersley, -who Is home from

St. Paul's School for the holidays. ga»i

a theatre party last evening, followed by

a dance at his home in Fifth avenue.

IN WASHINGTON SOCIETY.
rFrnm The Tribune Bureau.!

Washington. Dec. 29.—Miss Helen Taft
and Robert A. Taft were the guests of
honor at a dinner party of forty young
people to-night, with Miss Mabel Roardman
as hostess. The dinner was to have pre-
ceded the dance at the "White House, for
which invitatio.is were recalU-d after the
death of Mrs. H. D. Taff. Miss Kleanor
Roelker. of New York; Miss \u25a0Usabeth
Persons, of Columbus, Ohio, and '•

Wodell, a Yale student, all guest.s at the
White House, shared the honors of the
evening with Miss Taft an.l he* brother.
Sixty or seyenty adilitiona.l gnSStS were in-
vited from other dinner parties of riie

evening, ami the ballroom was a briliianf
scene until alter midnight. The BoarUman
house was the home of the President am!
his family at the time of the inauguration.
It was made additionally attractive to-night
by the use of Christmas greens, holly,

scarlet ribbons and blossoms.
P.ritradier general and Mrs. Cssreace R.

Edwards entertained at dinner to-night the
Secretary of the Treasury and Mrs. Mao
Veagh, the French Ambassador and Mm*.
,'usserand. Mr. and Mrs. Truman H. New-
berry. Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Keep. Mr.
and Mrs. Alexander L*gare. Mrs. Thomas
Bayard, Frederick W Carpenter, Mr. and
Mrs. McClintock, Sir Charles Ross, C. K.

Simpkins and Colonel McCawley.
Miss Aleshire. daughter of Brigalier Gen-

eral and Mrs. Jam^s B. Aleshire. enter-
tained Miss Helen Taft. her cousin, Miss
Parsons, an.l Miss Kleanor Roelk-r. M:ss
Taft's house guests, at luncheon to-day.
Invited to meet them were the Hun. Rarht-1
Kay-S'uuttlewoith. Mis.s Annie Irwta. Mi.-s
Marguerite Bnroour, Miss < 'uroi Newberry.
Miss Katherine We^ks. Miss Root, tho
Misses Murray. Miss Dorothy Wiliiams.
Miss Langntt, Miss Cheatbem, Miss Oliver,
Miss Michie. Miss Rldgely, Miss r'i.
Miss Howry. Miss Webster, Miss Marshall,
Mi—- Bibley, of Detroit, ana Miss Seuther-

L'ummantler an.l Mrs. William M. Inrtn
entertained young people at dinner to-night
for their daughter. Miss Annie It-win In
the party were th* M'.<<r* Murray. Miss
Aleshlre, Miss Root, of New York; Mlsa
Newberry, Miss Sibley, Miss Weeks, Miss
Michle, Miss Mary R<»gii]a Irwin, Lieuten-
ant Rockwell, Dr. Davis, Carroll Huhn,
Jesse Brown, Bssttosi Schroeder, Charles
Walcott, Cadets GiiswoM, Strong and
Homer, Mr. Prcscott, Harry Irwln and
others.

Mrs, Gutdet Duryee entertained at dinner
to-night for h»r daughter. Miss Marie
Duryee, having as guests Miss Pinchon,
Miss Mary McCauley, Miss Jessie Krogstad.
Miss Frances Noyes, Miss CNga Roosevelt,
Miss Elizabeth Howry, Miss Marguerite
Barbour, Miss Katherine Brltton, Miss Elsie
Downing,Miss Maud Conrad, Miss Eleanor
Fhiley, Miss Helen Parker, Mr. Martin, of
the Swiss Legation; Rusten Bey, Turkish
Charge d'Affaires; Mr. De Thai. Russian
secretary; Baron yon llardenbroek and
Lieutenant yon Bruning, German attaches;
William Bowie Clark, "Jack" Siebert, Frank
Scott, George Totten. John B. Henderson,
Jr., Mr. \wi!ii,)n. Lieutenant White, Mal-
colm B. Henry and Mr. Meyer.' i

Mrs. James c. Pilling gave a cotillon to-
night at the Colonial Dames Club. In Con-
necticut avenue, for her debutante daugh-
ter, Miss Ruth Pilling. The list of guests
was made up from various dinner parties
which had been organized to precede the
dance at the White House, and about
seventy young couples were Invited.

The —aillags of Miss Mary Wallace
Mason, daughter of Professor and Mrs.
Beverly Randolph Mason, of Gunston Hall,
to PhilipHalsey Patchin. of the State De-
partment, took place at 4:30 O'clock this
afternoon in St. Margaret's Church, and
was followed by a reception at Ganston
Hall. The Bishop of Atlanta, the Right
Rev. C. K. Nelson, uncle of the bride, as-
sisted by the Rev. Herbert Scott Smith.
officiated. Ira H. Patchln, of New York!
was best man for his brother, and Miss
Josephine Mason, the bride's sister, washer
only attendant The ushers were Lieu-
tenant Victor M. Foster. Frank Gordon,
Of Pittsburgh. Harris M. Crist. Philip Lee
Scantling. Dr. William Beverly Mason and
Henry iia-ii Mason. Mr. an.l Mrs.
Patchin will take an Eastern wedding trip,
and will be at home in this city after
January 15.

Representative and Mrs. Henry Boutell
entertalneu a number of young people at
dinner to-night for their daughter. Miss
Alice Boutell, and theirtson. Hugh Boutell,
and afterward took them all to the cotillon
given by Mrs. Plllin;,-.

Seymour Morris, of Chicago, will arrive
here- to-morrow to join the house party
being entertained by Mrs. [.. •/.. r^elter.
Amos Lawrence, of Boston, arrived to-day
to be Mrs. liter's guest.

NEW YORK SOCIETY.-
\u25a0

*
Announcement is made of the engage-

ment of Miss Jennie Floyd-Jones Carpender
daughter of William Carpender. to Philip
Van Rensselaer Schuyle.-. M;s- Carpenter
is a slst*r of Mrs. Edward H. Floyd Jones
and of Noel Llspcnard Carpender and agranddaughter of the late William Ploy.l-

Miss Renee Noel Gourd, daughter of Mr.

and Mrs. Henri E. Gourd. was married at
noon yesterday In St. Patrick's- Cathedral
to Louis J. de Grenon de. Mllhau. The
ceremony was performed by Archbishop
Farley, assisted by Monsigr.or Lavelle. the
Rev. Father W'icher. of u.~ Church <' &£
Vincent de Paul, and Fathers Myhan.

Barry and Sullivan, of St. Anne"s Church.
in East 12th street, to which parish th»

bride belongs. The bride was In a gown

of white satin, made with a long court

train and trimmed with point lace, w:t;i

which she wore a tulle veil fastened with
orange blossoms. She carried a bouquet

or of tar -nitty and wliite orchitl.-
Miss Yvonne Gourd was her sister's maid

of honor, and the bridesmaids we two

other sisters. Miss Helen and Miss Gabri-
?lie Gourd; her cousin. Miss Noel John-
ston; Bbn Minere Wardwelt. Mas Car.--
line Auchincloss, Miss Katharine Crane,

Miss Mary McCreerv and Miss Sabina
Strut hers. They were all dressed alike-
in pale mauve satin, veiled with shell pink
chiffon, over which appeared white chif-
fon. They wore larjre pic'.ure hats of pink
satin, with crowns of white lace and bands
of fur. They carried bouquets of pink rose*

bordered with heather. William F. Kngnvt-

was the best man, and the ushers inc!uds>l
I^ouis Noel, Lauren Carroll. W. Dongan

de Peyster, Perley H. Noyes. Norre.s

O'Conor. Duncan Struthers, Norman 11.
Dougherty, Jr.. and John A. McCreery.

The ceremony was followed by a recep-

tion at the home of the bride's parents, in
West 12th street.

THE CABINET.
fFrom The Tribune Bureau.l , \u0084

Washington, Dec. 29.— The Secretary of

the Treasury returned to Washington to-
day from a short visit In New York. Mrs.
MacVeagh. who has been too Indisposed

for social duties for several
'

weeks t is
rapidly recovering, and will begin her

regular Wednesday receptions In January.

The Postmaster General has issued invi-
tations for a dinner to be given In honor
of the President and Mrs. Taft on Feb-
ruary 7. Ten days later the Secretary of
the Interior and Mis. Ballinger will en-
tertain the President and Mrs. Taft, and
the series or official Cabinet dinners will
close with that of the Secretary of Com-
merce and Labor and Mrs. Nagel a week

later.

Miss Louise W. Tart daughter of Mr.
and MVs. H«-my Waters Taft and a n!ere of
t.ie President, "illre married to-day at tli«>
» erne of her parents. In West «th «tr» to
George H. Snowdon, of Seattle.

.Mrs. Winthrop Burr nave a dane- at
Cherry* fast nlsht for h»r da?js;hter«,. y,:<%

Frances and Miss Rosamond Burr. There
t.'is general dancing in the early part •>»
the ev»-nintr. followed by a cotillon, led by
J. Harry Alexandra, jr. Amons; th? »ue«t»
were BUSS Evelyn Witherbee. iBSBi Joan
W'hitrMge. Miss Helen Coster. Miss Doro-
thy Hyde. -Miss llarjorie O.uld. Mb»s Boa-
trice Flags. Miss Virginia Alexandra.
Miss Gladys and Miss Jean Roosevelt. Mis*
Kmily Sloane. Mis* I^anra Emmet, Mi *
Catherine !.. ifasasntsy, Miss L>orot*.iy and
Miss AnzonfUa Kane. V. 8* J -'phine '

>.«-

born. Miss Katharine H. Tilford. Miss Jo*n
Tuckcrman, Miss Barbara Burr. Miss l>i-
lie Brad* • . Miss Nora Thayer. Miss Kllcii
Farnsworih. Miss Ruth Cickcrson. of 80.-i-
ton; Courtlandt P. Masai Harass Hoffman,

Kliot Cross. C. ; .lam Cutting, llowjand

Davis. George Rocaevelt. William A Dray-

ton. Arthur Mason Jones. George B. \v>-

staff. Harry K. Knapp. jr. Henry Rlpley

and Richard Whitney. Francis W. Sargent..

Tucker Burr. jr.. Francis H. Burr and
Carleton Burr,of Boston.

Jones, of Massap«r;iM, ty>n.~ Island. Hhe li
also a gxeat-sreat-gramMaushler of Briga-
dier General John NoflSM of th* Revolu-
tion, and *ran«lfl.-Mis;ht»r of Color»|
"William Carper.der. of th«; '.'.nr of iv: air.
Schuyler i-a son of Richards K. Schuyier
and a direct descendant of, the patroon
Kilian Van K»ns»ela*r. of Albany,and also
oT Captain Philip P. Schuyler, of Albany.

"Why do people have nlver WsMbssapa?"
'

"Just to Bhow to th© world what theirpowers of endurance hava been."— Outlet.
The old ityle, vltrloTTc brand of Journal-

Ism doe« not eeem to be extinct yet In the-
Bouthweat. Here's a mild paragraph from
"The Novice (Tex.) Nugget," a new organ

The police "third degree. '
so frequently

used by New York s detective force in
cases where prisoners do not know their
tights. I.as fallen under Mie ban <-f du>
highest court of the State of Washington.
That tribunal has set aside a conviction in
a felony case where it was proved Uiat v.
material witness, under v threat or a pros-
ecutlng officer, t istlrled as he suggested.
The court holds that "it is far better thai
criminal* should fscap>- punishment than
that the courts snould condone sui-h pto-
ceedltiKS."

"Ho boasts that he lias been abla to re-
main a bachelor, ihough exposed to alltemptations." , .

'He ought to keep still about it Thatonly Shows that nobody wants him andlook at the guys that can get married!"-Cleveland leader.

THM TALK 09 THE DAY.

A campaign for better ventilation meth-
ods In public buildings has been started
by the Chloaco chapter of the American
Society of Heating and Ventilating- Xii-
Citieers W. I* Hronaugh, the Illinois
member of the central publicity commit-
tee, hax taken stepa to secure the co-opera-
tion of the city and state medical societies
in the organization's efforts to acquaint
the e«-»erul public with the dangers of im-
pure, air. The matter of state legislation
will be considered at a meeting of the so-
ciety next month.

Manhattan is to have a new Borough
President with a two days' tenure of
office. He cannot exercise much power
or draw much salary. Yet his election Is
Wfl< onie, ifonly because It frustrates the
avowed intention of the partisans of
.lohn F. Abeam to keep the office vacant,

till January 1 as a testimonial of re-
spect for and confidence Inhim.

Paris will need a new Haussmann t«.
spend the $180.<MM»,(Xt0 about to be de-
voted to public improvements, and will
probably rind him.

"The Philadelphia Press" prints a re-
production of a photograph taken inthat
city In Spruce street, between 6th and
7th streets, showing a trolley car stand-
ing in the snow just where it had been
abandoned three days before. Perhaps
no Philadelphians have been around
since the storm, and the man with the
camera should be hailed as an Arctic
discoverer.

The offer of Madriz to Estrada to set-
tle the Guatemalan trouble by laying

down arms and having a "free election"
may impress the latter as the offer of
the Portuguese In the old story im-
pressed his Spanish antagonist. The
Portuguese in the course of the fight fell
into a deep ditch, from which he could
rot get up without assistance, whereupon

he exclaimed, with a splendid show of
magnanimity, "Ifyou will help me out
of this Iwillspare your life!"

Can it be that Mr. Gaynor. Having

learned with difficulty, has so soon for-
gotten where Tammany Hall is? It is
full of statesmen and patriots who will
not refuse to serve the city.

\u25a0What an impressive slight Itmust be for
a Democratic Senator to walk Into the con-
ference room and behold: Senator Money,
chairman of the conference; llernando iV
Money, jr.. conference clerk; Mr.". Her-
iiiindo D. Money, jr.. assistant conference
clerk; Miss Money, messenger. We call tin-
wicked New-York Tribune to witness that
the lA>rd has taken care of at least one
Democratic family.- Houston Post.

It may have been the Lord who pro-
vided, but it looks to us a good deal like
a case of self-help.

The motto of the National Highways
Protective Society appears to be, L.ot no
guiltychauffeur escape! More power to
its elbow!

We do not know whether Mr. Bryan
ever enthusiastically and militantly
championed the polar claims of Dr.
Cook and thus put himself in touch
with "The Post" on the Arctic explora-
tion Issue. There may have been a slight.
variation of opinion on that poiut also,

especially when "The Post" betrayed
Nigns of wanting to run Dr. Took for the
Presidency. Yet we believe that on the
really vital matter "The Post" is, as it
says, at one with Mr. Bryan in thought
and uspiration. Kach feels that the real
Intentions of Providence will never be
fulfilleduntil the Democrats of the coun-
try are provided with offices, or at least
until enough of them nre so provided to
make a far more creditable showing in
the federal blue book and the roster of
fourth class postofiiees. An "August
noonday thirst" makes Texas and Ne-
braska kin. Such kinship naturally ran-
not be disturbed by differences over
mere political abstractions.

UNITED.
How easy it is to differ in many par-

ticulars but to remain in concord on the
main issue we gather from a recent de-
scription by "The Houston Post" of the
delightfully harmonious relations which
exist between itand the Hon. William J.
Bryan. "The Post" says:

Contemporaries that declare we are In
disagreement with Mr. Bryan do us an
Injustice. Excepting free raw materials,
prohibition, government ownership of
railroads, the Initiative and referendum,
federal charters for corporations, gov-
ernment guarantee of bank deposits,
federal ownership of telegraph, govern-
ment payment of campaign expenses and
several other things of more or less im-
portance, we nre In entire agreement
with Mr. Bryan.

The game logic applies likewise to

the supposition that the country do >s

not experience such severe cold as it
once did. For twenty, thirty find even
forty years the opinion may seem sound,

but an eventual reaction may surely be
expected. There is no reason to biv
I!ev<» that the output of solar heat has
varied for centuries, but Its influence is
strangely and even persistently modified
by eccentricities in the distribution of
the air which controls the direction of
the winds nnd which exerts a modifying
influence on temperature. Yet in time
a balancing of the account may reason-
ably be looked for. Nature believes In
a square deal.

been diminished by the cutting away of
forests. The highest meteorological au-
thorities In this country pronounce that

belief erroneous. They declare that the
spongy soil on a forested slope pre-

vents the raiu from running down Into
the ufreams as rapidly as It otherwise
would, but deny that trees have any

Influence on precipitation. In support

of their surmises those who hold the
contrary theory are occasionally able to
cite official figures Indicating that, less
rain Is now observed than at pome pre-
rlous stwge of history. It seerus prob-
uble. however, that their records cover
too short n period, and that if their
observations are continued lonp enough

they will discover thai any scarcity of
precipitation is a temporary phenom-
enon only.

.\u25a0,•.-- Mayor Ixtv had and the
Governor has had refusals that were dis-
appointing to them, and to some extent
«t least their experlenco lias correspond-

i «il with that of Mr. Gaynor. Bur we
tvonder to what extent the Mayor-cleft's

failure to secure the co-opecstioa of the
men wboi-e<-o-ojieralioii be desires Is .hie
to the equivocal position which he occu-

pies with '-,\u25a0<•' to Tammany Hall. It
Is obvious enough thai many men who
might feel it their duty as citizens to

take office under mi administration that
promised much for the city would re-
fuse to serve in an administration in
which the hand of Murphy might be felt
to an unknown degree.

We know, and the Mayor himself evi-
dently realizes, that the public opinion

USE REAfSOX.
Mayor-elect <;aynor echoes irvuimon

complaint when he declares that be can-
pot get the- men lie wants to accept ofii«e.
Mayor XltClellan. If we mistake not.
uttered it once and assigned as the rea-
\u25a0Bßl Ear bis failure the fact that do pres-
tige attaches to the sen of the city.
Doubtless this has much to do with tlr..*
disinclination which both be and Mr.
<»aynor have encountered. The oppor-
tunity of succeeding officials whom it is
unnecessary to name Is not tempting t:>
trie right sort of men. .Still, it must be
remembered that Mayor Ixnv contrived
to attract such men is Mr. Hives and Mr.
De For*"*, for example, into the public
service, and. to change from the city to

the state. Governor Hughes has been
notably successful in drawing upon busi-
ness life for appointees of the highest
character. The only grounds for continued ani-

mosity between France and Germany
are political. the results of the war of
ISTO-'7L But If they are to prevail, be-
tween what two powers on the whole
continent might there iVot be hatred?
The grounds for friendship are fair more
practical and vital. Among all Euro-
pean countries Germany stands second
as the source of France's purchases and
third as \u25a0 market for France's experts!
On the other hand, Prance stands fourth
Hiiiong those from which Germany boyi
and third among those to which the
Mils. The actual volume of trade be-
tween the two Is enormous and yet is
susceptible of great increase. France
buys $123,000,000 from and sells .vi.in
000,000 a year to Germany. It is in view
of practical facts like these that prac-

FRA\CO:GEII3IA.\ APPROACH \IF\

The forthcoming meeting of the Ger-
man Emperor and the President of the
French Republic must be regarded .\u25a0>

one of tin' most interesting and signifi-
cant Incidents In European politics in
our time and as well adapted to make
the new year lastingly memorable. Of
course, it will not be a visit of one of
the dignitaries to the other, as so many
other heads of states visit. They will
meet on neutral ground, at the Inter-
national Ocoanographic Congress at
Monaco. But the meeting willbe no less
real, anil it may and probably will lead
to an Interchange of visits at Paris and
Berlin in the near future, for which the
two nations concerned and all the
world will have cause for gratitude to
the Prince of Monaco, who Is bringing
the meeting about.

There is. Indeed, no convincing reason
why there should not be an interchange
of visits between the Emperor and the
President and an actual approacbinent
between the two countries. It was only
a few years ago that Fashoda was an
ominous name, when the doings of '.'per-
fidious Albion" in Egypt were resented
only a little less than the conquest of
Alsace and Lorraine, and when the ani-
mosity between Greal Britain and France
was deemed the most serious menace to
European peace. But how far away it
all seems now! A little steadying of the
nerves, a little recognition of the need
Of making mutual allowances, ai Ia clear
appreciation of the community t,, Inter-
ests and of the extent to which it would
lie served by an entente cordialV—

noth-
ing more was needed, in the hands of
\u25a0benevolently and reasonably disposed
statesmen. to bring the two nations into
good relations.

OOVDBM VAHO v tZTORTION.
It is encouraging to findIjustice of

the Supreme t'ourt dealing as frankly as
/Justice Howard did OB Tuesday with Ihe
pcandal of extravagant condemnation
proceedings. His criticism of the waste-

ful use of public money in paying ihe
asjarial and allowances of condeiunati m

commissions was unsparing, and h"

matched his words by deeds in cutting

the <•ompensatfon sought in the case be-

fore him about 85 per rewt. Justice How-
ard any not have <-a!culatod with ah-
\u25a0otatc exM'titudc ihe excess charges

likely to be saddled ou New York City

for 'he services of condemnation agents

appointed to acquire lands for the

Ashokan Valley reservoir, but his esti-

mate that with proper management tin-

der a rational system of condemnation
proceedings the city would have paid
only SiOu.ooO for services which promise
t.i cost it $1,000,000 is entitled to serious
consideration. To judge from the great
reduction in expense effected in bank re-
ceiverships since tho old system of vlis-
trilniting appointments as political per-
quisites was abandoned, the Indicated
overcharge iv condemnation proceedings

in the Catskill region may not he very
wide of the mark.

The fact is that coinmissionerships and
receiverships of this sort wore long re-
garded as more or less legitimate forms
of political patronage. They constituted
a link between politicians who controlled
nominations for judicial offices and
judges who could return campaign favors

by naming friends of the party managers
for places involving the minimum
amount of labor and tho maximum
amount of compensation. The depositors
in failed banks used to see their hopes
of a partial distribution of the remain-
ing assets fade as extravagantly paid
receivers, with extravagantly paid coun-
sel, ate up what the directors of the in-

stitution had left. Ir was considered
one of the, unavoidable hardships of
bankruptcy that receivers should profit
inordinately at the expense of the un-
lucky creditors. But one day the public
woke up to the fact that there was no
need of employing receivers named tiy

the politicians to fatten on the mis-
fortunes of depositors and stockholders,

and the odious system passed away.
Itis time to abolish the equally odious

system of throwing condemnation com-
missioner-ships into the hands of political
appointees, who look upon their compen-

sation as a gratuity obtained through

influence, not as remuneration for which
they must give the public an adequate
return. If judges did not have those,

prize packages to distribute the politi-
cians would not keep so close an eye on
conideinnation appointments or be so

eager to create situations necessitating
condemnation proceedings. Judges would
be freed from an obnoxious pressure in

behalf of favored applicants for these
sinecures and would be better able to
accept nominations without incurring a
moral obligation to .look with kindliness
ou the suggestions of bosses able to con-
trol judicial conventions. The politicians
love nothing better than to compel the
community to pay five to ten times over
for a service out of which they and their
friends can make a profit. Justice How-
ard bluntly says that the overcharge mi

public enterprises averages 4'i per cent.

On condemnation commissions it rises
far above 4u per cent, and nowhere along
the whole line of honest graft is the
openness of the overcharge more appar-
ent. Mayor-elect Gaynor has declared
war on condemnation sinecures. If he
can get the courts and the Legislature
to co-operate with him in rationalizing
the process of condemnation and prop-
erly reducing its cost he will deserve
gratitude for having helped 4o abolish
one of 'h<' most exasperating forms of
political extortion.

that supported him generously In his
previous activities now withholds it«
support from him because of the posi-
tion in which he has placed himself.

What Tammany hopes from the new ad-
ministration was made plain from the
Mount Clemens correspondence, and
what Tammany hopes the decent people

of this city fear Mr. Gnyuor may have
given no assurances to Murphy or Tamm-

any, but as yet he has not done much
to reassure the public. While this
equivocal situation continues we ran 106
plenty of reasons why men who might be
valuable members of his administration
should decline to enter it.

A COLOSSAL AM/V GAUGE.
More than one explorer who lias come

back , from Central Asia has reported
(hat- the region seemed to be drying up
and was less habitable than it had pre-
viously been. That the last, word on
the subject has not been spoken seems
probable from an Investigation mud'
by a well known Russian meteorologist,
Dr. Woeikoff. The result of his study
has just been published by "Nature," a
London scientific weekly. He has ex-
amined a series of reports regarding the
level of the Sea of Aral, a huge sink
in Western Asia into which drain sev-
eral streams flowing from the eastward.
The first authentic information about
that sheet of water dates from a sur-
vey by Admiral Butakoff, "back In the
40's," sixty or seventy years ago. From
that time until 1880 there was a
continuous, if not regular, fall. For
an interval of nineteen years there Is no
satisfactory record, but in 1899 a de-
cided rise was in progress. Islands and
peninsulas charted by Butakoff had
then disappeared, having evidently been
submerged, and as recently as VMS the
level was growing higher and the area
covered by Hie sea greater, In other
words, for at least forty years evapora-
tion more than offset the supply from
rainfall and drainage. For at least ten
years, and probably longer, the gain
has more than compensated tin- loss.

Dr. Woeikoff's revelation is Interesting
not merely for the light it throws m
conditions la Central Asia, but also for
the lesson it affords to persons who
fancy thai the climate In various parts
Of the world has undergone a permanent
Change. For instance, It has been popu-
larly supposed that In certain sections
of the United States the rainfall has

FOR A MAP OF THE WORLD.

It may he a little surprising to many
persons to be told that there is not in
existence and has never y<-t been lunde
a uniform map of the world, at least not
one on any considerable scale. Small
maps there are. no doubt; indeed, they

are to be found In most atlases. And
there are admirable large scale maps of
many parts of the earth, our own na-
tional and state surveys producing some
which are worthy to rank with any

others. But not all of the world has
been thus charted, and there is do uni-
formity of scale or method among the
maps produced by the various countries.
The French government has perhaps

done more and. on Hie whole, better map
making than any other, but while it is
making its map of Asia on the scale of
1 :lfiOOjoOo it is making or has made !ts

map of Africa on onlf half that scale.
British maps vary among three or four
different scales, and so do our own.

Now the task has at last been under-
taken of producing through international
co-operation an entirely uniform map

of tho whole surface of the globe, a rep-
resentative of OWr government having re-
cently participated In a scientific con-
press to that end In London. The scale
which, has been adopted is that of
1 :1,00Q.000, or about sixteen miles to the
Inch. That is ihe scale <>n which proba-
bly the majority of existing government

maps are drawn, and ii seems to be ac-
oeptable u> all. Ii is, of course, pretty
i:>r:_ro for some regions and decidedly too
small for others, but it probably offers
as good :m average :ts any could. It has
the advantage, too, of being perfectly
simple and of being a decimal scale.

<n course, uniformity in other respects
than scale is also Imperative. Ii must
be observed in ibe method of Indicating
all natural features, altitudes, contour.
etc., and also tiie artificial features, such
as towns :t:ul cities, boundaries, rail-
roads and telegraph lines. Itwill also
be required In the styles of lettering,

and
—

perhaps most difficult of all to
manage— ln the spelling of names, it
lias been determined, we believe, that
Latin letters shall he used in all cases
and thai the form of name used shall bo
that which is authoritatively employed
by the country in which the place is
found, special rules being adopted for
the transliteration of names from non-
Latin texts to Latin. It is not improba-
ble thai this piacti'-e will have an im-
portant effect upon popular usage in

uames. Doubtless Vienna, for example,
will figure upon the map as Wien, Flor-
ence us Firenze, Leghorn as Livorno,
Munich :is Mtiiiclien. and so on. There
would bo a train for euphony if some of
these changes secured universal popular
acceptance, bul In other cases there
would be :i loss, and in most of them
there would be confusion. Despite the
difficulties and embarrassments which
may be caused by 'his and oilier features
of the work, however, we may expect it
to be carried to a successful conclusion
and to prove of great value to the world;

not the least part of that value arising
from its promotion of The realization of
kinship among all nations.

The scandal, ifit turns out to be one,

is characteristic of the history of the
Pork Department. The leases of the
piers have been constantly the \u25a0Object

of "pull" The Ire Trust, when Tam-
many officials were Interested in it, used
the Dock Department for its purposes.
Tammany contractors have enjoyed spe-
cial favors in the way of leases and
dumping privileges.

What is badly needed in relation to

dock leases is adequate publicity. The
raggestfon made by the Mercantile Ex-
change the other day and rejected by
Dock Commissioner Spooner had much
merit. It was that when a lease was
recommended by the Dock Department
to the Board of Estimate notice should
be sent to the Maritime Exchange in
order that it might present its views on

the subject. This suggestion met with

approval from several commercial bod-
ies. Perhaps such n notice should not
be routined to the exchange, but should
be sent to the various trade organiza-

tions likely to be interested. That might

give to the leasing of docks and piers

the publicity which is so badly needed.

PUBLICITY AyD DOCKS.
Into the merits of the question about

the lease of certain East River piers to
the Mallory Line it is impossible to enter
without further information than has
v.-i been made public. But Mayor Mc-
Clellan's suspicions were properly
aroused by the fact that the line was the
lowest of three bidders and by the al-
leged appearance in the case of a person
who has been advertised as the dis-
penser of patronage of the coming ad-
ministration and the confidential adviser
of the Mayor-elect.

ticnl men Inboth countries have foryears
been striving to establish an entente, and
that there has been founded in Berlin a
French newspaper expressly devoted to
the task of promoting better relations.
The meeting of the Emperor and the
President will undoubtedly give an im-
petus to the movement and may bring
its . consummation within measurable
distance.

1910 HOLIDAYS,

Prom The Rome Sentinel.
Legal holidays for 1910 la New York Stateand tllo days of the wee,; upon which they-

lull are an follows: Xew Year's Day Sat-urday, January i, Unco in's lllrthday! Sat-urday, February U>; Washington's Birth-day. Tuesday. February £1; Memorial Day
Monday. May •); Independence Duy, Mon-day. July •«; Labor a \. Monday. Septem-ber 6; Columbus Day, Wednesday" October
l2:l2: general Election "Day, Tuesday Nov.her ?:Thanksgiving Day. Thursday, (prob-
ably) November 24; Christmas Day Sunday. December 25. The coming- yeai

'
Is oneThen most of the important holidays comeon a Sunday or have a Sunday next to

then

HARVARD'S ELECTIVE SYSTEM.
From The Boston Transcript.

Harvard had the snaiw. but PresidentLowell the ginger.

THE SWIFT BOARD REPORT.
From The Engineering Magazlna for Jan-

uary.
We felt It a duty last March and April,

although with much sorrow, to point out
that the scheme which was being forced
upon the navy (against th» views of most
of the personnel) wa-s wrong and could
only bring about inefficiency and waste.
It Is now a duty, but v very cheerful one,
to comment very cordially upon the sya-
tem which Secretary Meyer has estab-
lished, based upon the report of the Swift
board, and to say that we believe the gen-
eral principles of the new system are cor-
rect, ami that if It is administered In aspirit of reasonableness, which will permit
of modification where modification is foundnecessary, a high degree of efficiency andeconomy art the assured outcome of Its
operation.

SOME MEAN MAN WROTE THIS.
From The' Washington St;fr.

It d.>es not occur to Mi>. Carrie Chapman
Cat! that the tweuiy-tive tiiouaand women
in New York who. according to her esti-
mates, support their husbands have enough
to Uo without going to wcik at the poll:;.

It has for some years been my experience
to be able by a spirit sense to become
cognizant of the grim truth of a condition.
Whether for or against the. specified case
in question. These are not hallucinations,
but good, clear scientific phenomena, and
worth while taking In consideration.

Brooklyn, Dec. 21, .'Mi&. M. LODGS.

WON'T SOMEBODY DREAM TRUE?

To the Kditor of The Tribune.
Sir: In reading this morning's Tribune

there was discovered a letter bearing the
cheerful statement that "there are still
many good people who think that Cook
readied the pole. It is particularly Inter-
esting at' this time to be on the Inside of
the Cook controversy and to be able to
s>ee by abundant, strong and true pictures,
not that Cook is a humbug and a deceiver,
but that he did In his effort successfully
leach the real and true. North Pole.

Cannot one science assist another? There
certaiuly must be found here and there
those who by transcendentalism are able
to ferret out the truth.

HONOR ORIGINATOR OF "AMERICA"
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The genial German poet Mathlas
Rinsmann, who [11 the spring of 1307 coined
the word America, then first suggested It
as a name for the New World in his

treatise entitled \u25a0\u25a0Cosmographue Introduc-
tlo," published on April 35, l."0T, In the
city of St. Die. Vosges, and after much
persuasion finally induced his friend and
collaborator, Martin Waldseemi.ellt r. to
place his name on his famous mappo-

mimdi and globe, died In the fall of 1511.
It appears to me that the four-hundredth
anniversary of I. is death should not be per-
mitted to pass by appreciative Americans
without publicly honoring the man who,
poetically inspired, created the most appro-
priate appellation for the Western Conti-
nent. His deed will outlive time, and his
memory should not be forgotten.

It mi^ht also be appropriate for the
American Historical Association, now In
session, to put itself on record on this mat-
ter, especially as President Albert Bushnell
Hart has said that he is glad that "the
origin of the name America has been traced
to Ringmann. HEINRICH CHARLES.

New York, Dec. 28. 1909.

Just think of "Ben
"

Tillman going to a
foreign country to solicit funds to free
Carolina (notice "Britisher's" covert sneer
at America) because her population would
not be allowed to make illicit whiskey.
But the ancestors of Tillman and his
Carolina constituents helped to send an-
other "Ben." the Immortal Franklin, to

France to beg men and money to aid the
American patriots to throw off the yoke
of Kngland.

As to the hackneyed slander rehashed
by "Britisher" of Irish servant girls con-
tributing to the National party fund, al-
low me to Inform him that more of that
money goes In one year to help England
build her Dreadnoughts than the Irish
party, which Is the army and navy of
Ireland, would receive in a century.

THOMAS WIXTED.
Brooklyn, Dec. 28, 19CJ.

WHERE ABBREVIATION HELPS.
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: After all no one can deny that Dr.
Cook is the No. Pole discoverer!

New York, Dec. 28. 19'«P. X. M. G.

AN ANSWER TO "BRITISHER."
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The fulmlnations of "Britisher" In
the columns of The Tribune have be<-n an
endless source of amusement for some time
past, but his diatribe directed against the
Irish National party in to-day's Issue of
your paper was a tissue of false state-
ments, and his reasoning was unsound and
illogical.

BRONX TAXPAYER.
Borough of The. Bronx, New York. Dec. 2J,

1909.

It would be of interest to the taxpayer

to know why new wiring equipment and
fixtures are required and how $8,000 can
be expended In a building no latger than
Bronx Horough Hall.

BRONX BOROUGH HALL LIGHTING.
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: The calendar of the Board of "Esti-
mate and Apportionment for December 30
contains a report of the controller rec-
ommending an Issue of *.VX">Q corporate
stock, for the purpose of providing means
for new electric wiring, equipment and
fixtures In th« Municipal Building, Borough
of The Bronx, situated at 177th street and
Third avenue.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

of light and leading: "There Is a bunch of

hoodlums In this section whose bump of

cussedness is abnormally developed, while

all that is decent and gentle Is lacking in

their composition. "We refer t'> parties who
on numerous occasions have «nt pros-
pectors to this town miles out of their
way, and only this week parties en route

from Coleman to this place with a cistern
for the hotel were routed via Atoka and
finally arrived here. And there are other

Instances. When a man has fallen bo low-

as to wilfullyand maliciously send a load-
ed wagon out of its course he Is too cussed-
ly low-down to merit the notice of a de-
cent, self-respecting yellow cur."
"Ienjoy grand opera."
"But they sing It in Italian or French.
"That's all right with me. They can t

sins it in dialect."— lioulsville Courier-
Journal. ,

Apparently it pays not to be cruel to
horses out in Chicago. A teamster who

admitted abandoning his horses for six
hours on a recent stormy day was fined
$50 by a magistrate. The Humane Society

prosecuted the case vigorously and prom-
ised to report the matter to the driver's
employers. Presumably he will lose his
Job, as he was unable to pay the fine and
willhave to serve a Jail term.

"The way to run this country," said the
egotist, "is to put thoroughly wise, capable,

Pl^rt and honest men in control of all af-
fairs."

"Yes," answered Miss Cayenne, "but
what an we coin* to do? There's only one
of you."

—
Washington Star.

W. J. BRYAN SAILS FOR JAMAICA.
Santiago. Cuba. Dec. v,,,,,,,, Jen-nings Bryan sailed from here to-day forJamaica. -

\u25a0

ANDREW CARNEGIE MUCH BETTER
At the homo of Andrew Carnegie .1 was

said lust nlsht that ha was much betterand that his knee, which he Injured onMonday by a fall in Central Park, was
not nearly go painful as It had been. Hawillprobably be able to leave the house Ina week. It was said.

DENIAL FROM THE VATICAN.
Home. Dec. D.—The "Osservators Ro-

mano" publishes a statement from Cardinal
Merry del Va!. Papal Secretary, saytsic

tfcat It Is absolutely false that he addressed
any communication to the Papal Nunci.»
at Brussels with reference to Kin*Albert
or hi* entourage.

'A ROSE BY ANY OTHER NAME.1 ETC
From The SebenecUdy Union.

Having received the Presidential defini-
tion of whUkey, we can proceed with th«
consumption of th* usual quota with (M
&arr.e amount of confidence .
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People and Social Incident*
6

Amusements.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
„ fFrom The Trlbun- Hur'-au.J

Washington, Dec. 23.— The president spirit

a long Mini busy day in his office. He will

leave here to-morrow morning for New
York to attend the wedding of his niece

and return in time for the Cabinet meeting

on Friday. This gives him little time this
week for work, as Saturday will be devoted
exclusively to the New Year's reception.

The official programme of this reception

was mad • public to-day.
Representative Martin was in confer-

ence with the President to-day and dis-
cussed the desirability of compelling cor-
porations to take out federal licenses.

Sefior Creel, Special Ambassador from
Mexico, called to say goodhy to the Presi-
dent this morning.

A. A. Ro»e, legislative representative in
"Washington of the Urotherhood of loco-
motive Firemen* and Engineers and the
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, dis-

cussed
"
railway legislation with President,

Taft to-day.
The President's callers Included Senators

Bristow. Smoot. Cullom. Jones, Curtis and
Gamble, Representatives Woods, Barthotdt.
Blngham, Pray and Humphrey, William I*.
"Ward, Republican National Committeeman
for New York, and Bishop Harding, of
Washington.

ACADEMY OF MUSIC—«:IS—Th« Eaeleat Way.
A'.-HAMBRA

—
2

—
B

—
Vaudeville.

ASTOH—B:I3
—

Seven Day*.
-

\u25a0 KI.APrn
—

8:1S
—

in Matrimony \u25a0 Failure?
PEP.KEI.EV

—
S:3o— Know Thyself.

BIJOU—B:IS—The lottery Man.
BROADWAY—2:IIS—S:I!V—The Midnight Bom.
CABNEGIE HAIJ^-6:l&—The Messiah.
CASINO

—
S;l.%

—
The Chocolate Soldier.

COIvONIAIy—2—S
—

Vaudeville.
COMEDY

—
Kris

—
The Meltine Pot.

CRITERION—8:2" Th« Ba.-he .ir> Baby. .
X>ALVS—S:IS— The B*l!e of Brittany.
EDEN MVPRE World In Wax.
EMPIRE

—
B:l6—What Every Woman Know*.

GAIETY— IT. Th» Fortune Hunter.
GARDEN—S:2O—His Name. on the Door.
GARRICK 15- The Harvest Moon.
HACKETT—2:I*-*:l6—Cameo Klrby.
HAMMERPTEIN'K—2:I3

—
B:ls—Vaudeville.

11RRAI.D SQUARE B:I3—OId Dutch.
H!rr<irM:"MK

—
2

— —
A Trip to Japan: Inslae

the Earth; the Ballet of Jewels.
HUDSON—*:IS—The Next of Kin.
IKYINGPI^AOE—2:2O— Ha? Wunder-Baeumcnen
; _S:l{V_Der Floh inn Ohr. .

KMCKEKT>orKER—S— The Dollar PrlaoeM.
XniERTT—S:ls— The Fires of Fate.
LYCEUM—23O—

-
:3ft—Penelope.

LYRIC—«:I.V-The City.
'

, ,„.„
VADISOX SQUAKE GARDEN— a. m. to 10.30

\u25a0 ra.—New York Poultry. Pipeon and Pet
• • stock Association. „ _.
MAXINE ELLIOTTS THEATRE— S:3O—The

rasninir of «he Third Floor Back
METROPOLITANOPERA HOUSE—B—TOBca.

NATION ACADEMY OF DESIGN—10 to 8—
<• in 10— Winter Exhibition.

NEW AMSTERDAM—S:ir—The Pliyer Pjar
NEW THEATRE—2:IS— School for Scandal—

*:1.%—IVuiand Liz the Mother.

NEW YORK
—

R:ls— Man Who owns

F^VOT^-ril-fi:ls—The Conimandinic Officer.
FT. NICHOLAS RINK—B:IS—Ice Hockey.
FT' rVBBAVt 15-8:15- The Ltly. .
WAM.ACK-S-8:18-A little Brother of th*

rTET?ER-P-':ls— The GoddeM of I- "t>v

TTEST END—R:ls— The Girl and the Wizard.
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