
Francis T. Homer, of Baltimore, was rec-
ommended to-day by Judge Henry Stock-
bridge, of Baltimore, for appointment io
the judgeship in Maryland not yet created.
A bill creating this office has been intro-
duced in the House by Representative
Pearre, and President Taft hag promised to
approve it.

The President was compelled to d-cline
«n invitation presented by Representative
Hillto attend the dinner of the Manufact-
urers' Association of Bridgeport, Conn., on
March 21. He will be in New Haven \u25a0<'.

that date to attend the meeting of the
Yale Corporation. It is possible that an-
other date will be set for the dinner. Mr.
Taft having expressed a willingness to at-
tend.

Mr. Taft accepted the invitation of the
National Board of Trade, of Washington,
to attend its dinner on January 28.

Representative Monde!!, after a confer-
ence with the President, said he did not
consider Itproper to introduce conservation
bills contrary to his view?. .•••>-\u25a0*

Seuinas McManus, the Irish poet • art*
humorist. discussed the political situation
in Great Britain with the President.

President Taft will receive the governors
of the sfates who are in Washington at-tsndlng the convention of the National
Civic Federation to-morrow afternoon.

The President received "the French Am-
bassador in the Blue Room this afternoon.

The White House callers included the
Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of
Commerce and Labor. Senators" Smith andOwen, Representatives Fiss. Rodenber?.Hayes. Martin. McKinley. Goebcl. Austin
and Thomas. George B. Cortelyou. ex-Sec-
retary of the Treasury; James F. Speyer.
of New York, and Henry Gassa^vay Davis.

The President sent a long list of Judicial
nominations to the Senate to-day.

President Taft is contemplating s*ndi -;

to Congress a special : .•\u25a0-.--!., recommend-
ing the consolidation of all bureaus having

to do witlv the public health. A delegation
consisting of Professor Irving Fisher, of
New York; Dr. George W. Gay. of Balti-
more; Dr. A. M. Craig, of Philadelphia;
Dr. George M. Kober. of Washington, and
Dr. J. N. McCormick. of Kentucky, and
representing the American Medical Asso-
ciation, the American Association for the

m Advancement of Science and the American
Public Health Association, discussed this
subject with him.

On learning of the death of Joaquim Na-
buco, the Brazilian Ambassador. President
Taft called at the embassy to express hi«
sympathy. The. President will attend th-;

funeral.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
(From The Tribune Bar«au !

Washington. Jan. 17.—The President de-
live ed the opening address at the first -•\u25a0-•

sion of the National Civic Federation this
morning. He was accompanied by Captain

Butt.

Mrs. Herbert Shipman will -erarn t»«W"
to-day from Washington.

Announcement is made of the eastg+

ment of Miss Elizabeth Bertron. <tsnC»V
of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Reading B«rtT!&
to Snowden Andrews Fahnestocfc. son »*
Mr. and Mrs. Gibson Fahnestock, ofWat*-
ington. and a grandson of Harris C Fasw-
stock. of this city. No date has beat «i
for the wedding.

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H. Olin. milltaw
town for Mexico on January 17.

Mrs. Charles F. Hoffman »:li give'a Sa-
ner on January 29 at her house. ta f*B*
avenue.

Miss Louise Da- is Van Beurea. (iapskkr

of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick T Van BeVO.
willbe married to Howard Baync M
the old Van Beuren mansion, in West M
street.

The grand ballroom of the Wilder!-.^
toria was crowded, as usual. jesteri,r
morning-, for Albert Morris BasJjj"i cz-
sical morning, the artists being itae.' Br-
nice de Pasquali. John McConaaci.il
Mario Sammarco and Victor Herbert md
his string orchestra. In the audience vn
Mrs. Whitney Warren. Mrs. E. Not:Pot-
ter, jr.. Mrs. Robert Goelet. Mrs. EdTarl
Clarkson Potter, Miss Emily de L. IWB.
Miss Katharine S. Atterbury. Mrs. J. itcax-
ford Schley, Mrs. Arthur Mason Joces. it-
M Dwight Collier. Mrs. William KinSslani
Mr3. T. J. Oakley Rhinelander. ilra..sKi
Barton French. "Mrs. Alexander. Date
Bacbe Pratt. Mrs. Robert J. Har» Asi
Miss -Margaret Renx^en and ilrs. Wsjßa
Delano, jr.

' " . . '

'.

Lispenard Stewart will give a lar^jsa.

n»r this evening at Sherry's for fcia ska.
Miss Evelyn Witherbee. daughter ef JIZ
and Mrs. Frank Spencer WtthertseJ.

Mr?. Giorg-; J. Gould will *iv*a dsa
this evening at her house. InFifth sweat
for her daughter, Miss Marjorle 6aat
Phoenix Ingraham will lead the c«sa%
with Miss Gould for his partner.

- *

Mis? Electra Havemeyer. who ts t» *•
married to James Watson "Webb <m Pij.
ruary 8 in St. Bartholomew's Caurc.% «-.2have, her cousin. Miss Louise Jackson. *»
her maid of honor, and her slater. 3fci
Peter H. B. Frellnghuysen. as her smmrm
of honor. The bridesmaids will tac&j»
Miss Margaret Dix, Miss Anita fsasab,
Miss Ethel Cowdin and Miss Katliart:» i
Atterbury. WT Steward Webb. jr..-ni'jam
as his brother's best man. and aaasg j^,
"ushers will be Vanderlnlt Webb, Bosan L
Bacon. Joseph W. Burden. George Whaas;.
James J. Higflnson. Jr.. Gordon Abaca,'
"Howard Roome and Ernest Tracy, t^
ceremony will be performed by tbagSi
Dr. R. Heber Newton, assisted by the 3**
Dr. Endicett Paabody. of Groton., vlßl'vIBl

'

The reception which follows at the oajte cT
the bride's mother. Mrs. H. O. Havens*^
in East *sth street, will be very sasaXsi
account of the death of Hamutoa *gSI
Twombly. Mr. Webb willgive hi» tansa
bachelor dinner at Delmooico 3- ca Ja>
vary 23.

NEW YORK SOCIETY,

Dr. and Mr». Magruder. A. Rastam r^;
Turkish Chars* : v-a -.». Briiradrer n!!*eral James A. Buchanan ami John 0

*
b«=!rt. Later in th* afternoon ilra. B«i*lheld a large reception In honor o^"**
recently appointed Minister to P»m^Mrs. Charles W. Russell and t*Mr d *?
ter. Mr«. John McGowan aaa JJ1

*

Schenck assisted Mrs. Barney. ]
**

Brigadier General and Mrs. Arthur v
ray returned to WaihinKioa.to^lay ft*"
Fortress Monroe, when they have b^for several <lay3 and where many /•
tainmenta were given -for them. t\*
Mlwes Murray accompanied th<rir p*^*
on the trip and took with them Ulsac***Ncwberry and Mi»a Annie Irwin.

M-». Potter •;!.-\u25a0 who came. her* .-
week as the guest of the Secretary »fT

Jreasury and Mrs. MacV'eagh *.-.; i:>.^
ed th« dinner given by them for the is^.dent. \u25a0 has gon» to N"#>w York.

Representative and Mr- J. Van V«k*
Olcott have taken apartments at task
leigh Court and will take poasaaataa^
week. :':::'. "

Amon; the hosts entertaining dinner pjj.
ties . ... \u25a0 ."wer* Senator Dv Pozt; &
and Mrs. C. C Glorer and Mr. and «a
Joseph E. Thropp.

Miss Evelyn F. Carpenter <nterui j,
number of young people at a dinn-r-^,^
at the Chevy Chase Club to-night.

Mr. and Mr*. Frank B. Noyes ''est».
tamed *' a dinner-dance to-night for.
number of the season's debataatea, fj^
ncr parties with Mr. and Mrs. Jasa» v
Johnston. Mrs. Robert Hmckley and Tjsk
Admiral and Mrs. Clover as hosts JSBal
in the dance.

* '

. ClTY.—Stocks were weak. Coun-
\u25a0ei for F. a. H< inze began their flght to
quash the indictments against him.

-
Mrs. E. H. Harriman increased her hold-
ings Inthe Night and Day Ban,k and will
take an active part in its management-

Two new theatres and a great res-
taurant- will-be erected on one block In
Konsj Acre Square. \u25a0

—
\u25a0

—
Commissioner

Edwards removed Owen Murphy, deputy
•Commissioner of- Street Cleaning for
Brooklyn. ===== Shirtwaist strikers called
vs. tbu. Mayor,and asked him to act as
arbitrator. ;..,

\u0084 Advance figures of the
irport .of the Board of . Magistrates
showed a big drop in arrests during•
1305. ===== Thomas Hassett, secretary of
he Board of Water Supply, resigned, and

his place was taken by Thomas H. Keogh.'
THE WEATHER.— Indications for to-

day: Rain and warmer. The temperature
yesterday: Highest. 33; lowest, 22.

CONGRESS.— Senate: . The conference
report on the Ballinger-Pihchot inquiry
reaolaUon was .adopted. ===== House: A
measure grunting- separate -statehood to

Arizona and New Mexico was passed.

FOREIGN.
—

A special dispatch from
London says the election figures indicate
the return* of th«» Liberals to power, but
by a reduced majority. ===== - The Su-
preme Court of the Philippine Islands
banded down a decision holding that the
island government ha« power to regulate
v.reign commerce with the islands. > -

:

The Asiatic squadron of the Pacilic fleet.
United States navy, anchored in Yoko-
vi:»ma.

— —
Count Khuen yon Heder-

vary formed a Hungarian ministry sat-
isfactory to the Emperor- King. ===
The American Consul General inParis, in
a speech before the American Chamber of
Commerce, explained that the Payne tax-
in"law was not anti-foreign in character.

DOMESTIC— The President nominated
"United States District

-
Judge Loyal K.

Knappen to succeed Judge Horace Lur-
lon on the bench of the United States
Circuit Court, ?th circuit.

'
::

"
The Na-

tional Civic Federation began a three
days' conference at Washington, Presi-
Oent Taft making the opening, address.—=—;The Smithsonian Institution at
\u25a0Washington received a report from ex-
President Roosevelt, Sated at Nairobi,
Africa, to the effect that the expedition
under his command had collected 8.846
kinds of vertebrates, besides many other
specimens. :The United States Su-
preme Court refused a rehearing in the
case of John R. Walsh, the convicted
Chicago financier.

-
Annual reports

of. the Public Service Commission, 2d
District, the State Engineer and Sur-
veyor, the Commissioner of Agriculture
and a report of .the State Geologist were
made public at Albany. -\u25a0\u25a0m \u25a0\u25a0 Frank
Bcbermerhorn, who attempted suicide
following the murder of Miss Sarah
Brymer. at Millbrook. N. T.. confessed
the crime at the Vassar Hospital, in
Poughkeepsie. N. Y. ===== The purchase
outright or control of the Western Mary-
land Railroad by the New York Central
lines, with a new branch of the Pittsburg
& Ji^ake Erie- into West J Virginia, was
rumored in Baltimore. ". .—' The Sho-
shone dam. the highest' structure of its
kind in •the . world, was completed at
Cody, Wyo.

di:?' What ia this basis? It is certainly
not to if found In ilia ii|»oi.. of \u0084.
'

coinpanv. lue TinKteV own Han if

TRANSFERS AND EARNINGS.
-\u25a0•\u25a0 Our contemporary "The New York

\u25a0 Times" has never boon able to disabuse•lt»mind of the logic of the street rail-
way companies thai.when a passenger
is carried on a transfer he. is two pas-
tsengers

—
a ."cash passenger*' and a

••transfer iwssen-vr"— each of whom
.the road receives 2*2 .cents., which sum,

Mot •\u25a0\u0084»]!•«>. is totally inadequate. There-)
fere it is not surprising that 'The

*Tirao.s" sees linancial advantages result-
\u25a0ln;:.from the" cutting off of transfers
'liiei)no one else can perceive] Bogood
a railroad man as Mr; WUfrtdge has
\u25a0 -I thai•' tb<? 'reduction in transfers on

Jiis ftjsUaa Ij.-.s been without perceptible
tffot-t upon nH oarninps. We ourselves

\u25a0 to \r examined the latest reports of the-
street railways to .'lnd any coucluslva
evidence as to the effect «»f the policy
:;n«l have found nothing but that tiie

-«o*nli passengers of the Metropolitan py«-. Ivan fell off t'_t*9jßs 'm I.**!,a year of i• iatoreaafasj Iraflic. This decrease -may.;
.- limynot I>o ifli](> io tho leptojiln^ of

'

liti<-~ offered to pa ?<»!•>« •Hiro.uprh:'!
the. reduction of transfers; we are not.
prepared .lv say/. ,1

BuT.**f>ie TlaaaaT note? th^ decline]
of 3ja4S.SJ3B.Yn "the Dumber of transfer
jKiHf-ftnpmti and th«» increas? ->f $1.?,iY2.- I• RSB hj mm* saw .- «>n the Metropolitan-]

•:m<l pots the tna- lo^othc-r aa hugely, sue 'anilEffect •'Doubtless," it ro-
a tTK, "the result is obsout^tlby other :' • .-i«l«T;iti'in>. b?jt there is basis for \u25a0;

•vayinpr tfiat tie sconuvay resulting from [
"i,'-. having tocarrj' tour millionsof pas-
"usjßgm free assisted m turnfnp a <lef-
-i.-it of $9Bftjßtt into a surplus of *-?,;.-

A RICH MAN'S PRAYER.
Lord, give mo strength and give me

health.
And make me wiser day by day;

Let me keep adding to my wealth.
And guard me from my "foes, 1 pray.

Lord, let the ones who wish.me illBy kinder feelings be imbued.
And let tho skies above me still

Be ever &oft and rosy hued.
Lord, let my daughter be as pure

As are the Bttowflakea when they fail;
Let all th. joys she has endure

And let her bear do ills at all."
Lord, let my wife have faith in m.-

Faith that will not be undermined.From all suspicion keep her free.
Ami also Just a little blind.

Lord, cause my son to hope to rise.
To wish to gain proud eminence;

'

Let him succeed In all he tries.
And kindlygive him common senseLord. Anally [ humbly pray
That he may shun the dizzy whirl

Instead of waking up some day
The husband of a chorus girl. ;

—Chicago Record-Herald.
An elderly couple who could have been

recognized from a distance as hailing
from "Down South" were among the ar-
rivals at the Pennsylvania ferry at 23d
street one day last week. Approaching the
horseless conveyances, the man asked what
it would cost to L*. taken, trunk and all. to
a hotel on Fifth avenue. The driver's state-
ment that the hotel had gone out of exis-
tence long ago did not mto impress tha
man favorably, and he appealed to several
other drivers, Finally, convinced that ho
must find another stopping place, ho con-
sulted with his wife, and then asked to be
taken to the nearest station house. "Why
there?" asked the driver.- "Waft, I'm a
stranger in thit. city and tak^ no chances."
He received a list of reputable hotels from
the lieutenant In charge, and It was a long
time before he concluded where to go.

, lfi2h,A "jyhil,tV, tllc> "natter with Mrs.De Style? bho looks the picture of em-barrassment.
Mrs. Z.

—
No wonder? Her little- hoy

\u25a0a of her old love letter.
1

to mak?the tall of Wi kite, and they .-am* flownIn the neighbor's yard—Chicago New*.
••On« of.the performers at the Teatro

Llrleo. at Milan, had an exciting experi-
ence on the occasion of bgj iirdt appearance

When the snowstorm had subsided tem-
porarily on Saturday, a little lad in theupper part of tbe city, heavily booted and
warmly wrapped, went out and, armed
with a small shovel, began clearing away
in front of the house, while his inuther
watched from a window overlooking ti.e
street. He had worked only a few minute*
when his grandfathei joined him, and they
were having a fine time, when the boy's
father came along and also became one
of the .street cleaning force. The wife
and mother, impressed by the scene,
brought a camera and took a picture of
the trio after posing them, and she says
that when the picture is finished she will
hang iinext to "The Spirit of •;•>," which
hangs in her library, and label it "TheSpirit of. ISIO.'1

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

Another important water right de-
cision has just been announced in NewJersey, to the effect that prohibition of
diversion or alienation of potable water
applies to wells as well as to streams.
IfNew Jersey keeps on she will pres-
ently rank as tbe great lawgiver of the
states on this important subject.

There can be no question of the po-
tential efficacy of the method now being
adopted in Cleveland to force down the
price of meat. Ifa considerable part of
the population of any city refrains from
buying meat the selling value of the
stock on hand there will go down. Tho
chief drawback to the remedy is that it
la likely to be considered too thorough-
going.

Cleveland purposes to stop "joy riding"
in munieiphl automobiles by painting all
BUCfa vehicles a bright yellow and blue.
Doubtless such coloring may facilitate
recognition of the cars, but" we should
say that It was eminently appropriate
for one engaged in "joy riding."*

Peeing: that ft was th? French who
iirrt proclaimed the codfish to be sacred,
the threatened strike of the Malouine
fishermen on the Newfoundland Kanks
would seem almost to of sacrilege.

Chairman Constera is holding- on tena-
ciously and confidently. He does net
believe that he can be displaced by any
rivals in JefOrsonlan statesmanship who
deal in and are dealt with in "kind
word*."

MAiriIIV 'IaSALS."
One of the SBtMiiMuners who improved

the exceptional opportunity lor the
study of Mars afforded by tbe neatness
Of that planet to the earth last autumn

Waf M. Anioiiiadi. director of an ob-
Bervatorj1 in Paris, who employed the
great efaaYat aCeudon, France. A sum-
mary of the mnrbtaHma to which his
latest observations have led him was
supplied to our l'aris correspondent a
few days ago and waa printed ift Mob-
liay's Tribune. Inestimating the:r value
It should be borne in mind that ML An-
toniadi is an honored member of sev-
eral :;»ti'ononiieal anclaflna, and also that
In made use of the largest telescope in
Europe, an instrumeut of far greater
iiiau'nii'yintr power than the one at the
disposal of Sehiaparelli. the first ob-
server of the so-called "canals. 11

The most important announcement
of the Moudon observer is iliat these
puzzling linVs are uot continuous, but
break up into spots of irregular shape
nnd distinctness when the condition of
the earth's atmosphere is most favorable
to scrutiny. He also pronounces an
optical illusion the network of mark-
ings on the planetary surface which
Professor Lowellhas described, go faint
are the strange markings in question
that more than one professional star
gazer has regarded them as unreal, but
the genuineness of some of them has
been put. beyond dispute by photog-
raphy. For that particular service a
large measure of credit is due to Pro-
fessor Lowell. The most vital problem
to he solved, however, relates to their
tiature. If. as M. Antoniadi reports,
they consist of detached areas, the'-r is
good reason for rejecting the supposition
that they are artificial waterways and
for hesitating to believe that they are
belts of vegetation, made possible by un-
feen canals. A lack of continuity in the
lines would be fatal to tbe first of these
theories, if cot to the s eond.

Some of aX Antoniadi's professional
brethren are equally outspoken in their
skepticism. Others, for one cause or
another, are more reserved, but Pro-
fessor Lowell stands almost alone in
his interpretation. In th- notion that
other celestial bodies than the earth are
abodes of life there is a pleasing fas-
cination, but before adopting !t in any
particular instance it is fair to demand
scientific proof. So long as that which
has been offered in regard to Mars fails
to convince any considerable number of
astronomers, the uninitiated may -well
be skeptical.

WeU to guard from the outset against
even the leasl misapprehension or Im-
proper application \u0084r bis remarks. The
statement of a conditional ujpotbesli
is not to be taken as ati authoritative
pMci.imation and recommendation ot
established truth.

-It was -Hltrtrf»ußg4»«tfd -that wbUe Con-
gress was about it additional i.'hange*
could be made with profit In tile rules
governing tin- Presidential succession.
That, succession Is .still Ima> tiplairlt
guarded. For Instance, if between the
<'\u25a0\u25a0'• pt their choice by the;electors or
by the houses of Congress, acting after
;i failure of the electors, ajid the. date

.\u25a0l' the Inauguration !>oth president-elect
and Vice-President die or becomo
disqualified, who succeeds to the -vacant
Presidency _? iThere its no provision

THE LATER INAUGURATION.
The plans of the House. Judiciary.

Committee for amending our political
calendar were sharply criticised last
week on the floor of the House, although
they were offered with the committee's
unanimous indorsement. Representative
Games, chairman of the Committee on
the Election of President, Vice-Presi-
dent and Representatives in Congress,
undoubtedly uncovered a material de-
fect rin the draft of , a constitutional
amendment for the shifting of the in-
auguration date for 1913 from March 1
to the last Thursday of- April and
lengthen Ing correspondingly the terms
of .Senators and Representatives elected
for terms expiring on March, -i, 1013.
The Judiciary Committee, he showed,
had forgotten the provision in the
Twelfth Amendment to the Constitution
describing the process of electing a
President and Vice-President. If.there
Is.no majority vote of the electors the
House of Representatives elects a Pres-
ident from among the highest, three can-
didates and the Senate elects as Vice-
President one of the highest two candi-
dates oa the voting list. The Senate
must elect on the first ballot, if there is
a quorum voting aud no vacancy exists
in lh" office of Vice-President, who al-
ways has power to break a tie. 'But the
House .may be deadlocked, and the
Twelfth\u25a0\u25a0Amendment allowed the lower
branch the interval between the date
of the futile proceedings of the electors
ami March 4 followingin which to choose
a President. If the date of the Presi-
dential inauguration is to be changed
fjronj March 4 to the last Thursday of
April, it is obvious that the- interval of
grace allowed to tho'nouse of

'
Repre-

sentatives should be correspondingly
extended. «. : .

1 COVERT COMPLIiIEST.
"The New York World*' speaks slight-

ingly of Republican insurrections as "a
"recreation, a diversion, a form of amuse-
'•inent.'' It seems to be a little upset be-
cause Republicans wage war with more
discretion, tact and reasonableness than
Democrats do wheu they divide against
one another. Of course, every good Jef-
fersonian scorns half-way insurgency.
When he smites his brother he loves to
smite him hip and thigh, and the greater
the casualties the higher the credit at-
taching to the participants in the en-
gagement. The Democratic party and
the Republican party have both split at
various times on the same issues, but the
Republican schismatics have generally
found a way to dispose of the cause of
the estrangement, while their Democratic
brethren have often forgotten the cause
while still maintaining the pursuit of
their ancient antagonisms. .

"The World's" depreciation of the
capacity of the Republican parly for
Sicilian and Corsican vendettas is iv
reality a convincing tribute to the party's
efficiency. That efficiency is based on
reasonableness, and no party which lacks
reasonableness can command public con-
fidence in its dependability as an instru-
ment of government. The Republican
party has ruled long because the voters
know that it is uot easily moved to ran-
cor or folly, and will not allow personal
contentiousness to obstruct the execution
of its established policies.

Politically the determination of the
Governor not to run again removes from
the field of consideration the Republican
party^ strongest "candidate. With Mr.
Hughes eliminated it becomes Incum-
bent up^n the party to make the best
possible record on which to enter the
coming state campaign. With him in the
field it might be possible to postpone the
various Hughes measures whose passage
the public demands, and by renominating
him to enter the contest with confidence.
But with any other candidate for CJov-
ernor the party will be largely judged
by what i.s done at this session of the
Legislature, ifhis programme is treated
this year as it was last the party will
be embarrassed In attempting to go be-
fore the voters as the party of Governor
Hu?hes.

THK GOVBRWOtrS WBTiMEMEWT.
ffsHUli rc-rei will be felt at the :i'i-

nounceinent In The Tribune yesterday
that < Governor Hughes will under no
circumstances .-wept another nomina-
tion. Although it was understood when
he became a candidate In !&06 that he
would retire to private life at the end
of his present term, the hope hnd atywi|

that be would see his way dear to take
a renominatiou. and the politician? had
already announced their intention of not
opposing him if he again became 'a can-

didate. Tbe reasons for his retirement
are compeUfrig. He hssr given four years
of his life when his earning capacity
was at its highest to the service of tb£
public, and he is said, to be about *40.<W>
poorer than when he entered office.

Mr.Hughes may not call this a sacri-
fice, but as words are ordinarily em-
ployed it is a greater sacrifice than the
public should require of those who serve
it. The inadequacy of the salary of
Governor has been recognized siuce the
first term of Mr. Hughes. The Tribune
repeatedly nt'ced the passage of the bill
proposed, two years a?" raising the
salary of thp office to $23,000. but the
same small variety of politics that at-

tempted to stand in the way of his re-
nomination stood in the way of making

his compensation for a second term
adequate.

the. Metropolitan system's report for the
year shows that the reduction in whit
Is known in the books as "operating ex-
penses" was not due' to a lowering of
actual operating costs, but to a reduc-
tion in the sum applied out of .earnings
in the last six months of.1900 to "main-
tenance charges." Says "The Times":
"This increase" —

Is to say. the in-
crease in net earnings

—
"according to

"a foot note. is more than covered by

"a reduction in maintenance charges for
"the six months ended December 31.
"WOO. over. the corresponding period •I
"1905.". Thus the improvement in Del
earnings is not due to economies result-
ing from handling few passengers, but
to the improved physical condition of
the property as a result. of the large
sums the receivers have; put into it. A
reduction in maintenance charges which
would convert a deficit into a surplus

was -expected as; a result of the graft-

Dal restoration of the property, to area-
aontble state of repair. Precisely that
has taken place, and that is all.

-

Nature, however, thus interpreted, is
not the only factor to be considered.
Humanity demands attention, and it is
a large part of Hi"mission and the func-
tion of humanity to oppose and to over-
come nature, or at least such phases of
nature as those in question. Perhaps
n truer statement of the case would be
to say that humanity itself Is a phase
of nature, and that its care for tuo aged
is just as natural as their neglect or de-
struction which elsewhere prevails. We
fire "not inclined to think that man is
less a part of nature than th*> wolf,
or that the civilized man is less a
part, of nature's economy than the sav-
age. Ifevolution be a law of nature,
the higher forms of lifearc as natural
as the lower, and it is the scheme or*
nature that man shall be endowed with
instincts to which the wolf and the
tiger are strangers. In that view of tho
case the "natrral" argument for in-
humanity does not prevail.

Nor are we sure that the utilitarian
nrgumpnt Is more valid. Moral qualities
and traits count in the long run for
pecuniary profit. The state of society
which is produced through civilization
and cultivation- and the development of
the finer instincts of man affords a
iv.ore promising field for growth in
wealth than that which is naio and
harsh and savage. It pays to be hu-
mane. We have, of course.* no Idea that
the lecturer whom we have quoted
meant or destvsi to bars. his suggestions
literally •<•\u25a0 •\u25a0! upon. But It Is perhaps

HUMANITY AGAINST NATURE.
From the points of view of so-called

nature aud of pure utilitarianism thera
doubtless seems to be ground for the
recommendations which are reported

—
perhaps not altogether accurately to
have been made by a professor of phy-
siology at Harvard the other day, that
the aged and hopelessly iutiriu should
be left to die without charitable car?,

and that the atteuttou which is uo-.v
given to them should be devoted to
younger ami curable cases. That is the
law of nature, in the wild. Indeed,
instead of merely being left to die, tlie
aged and Infirm are often put to death,
as cuinberiTs of the earth. T n measur-
ing the value of life solely by dollars
and cents, too. itmight seem to he folly
to spend money on prolonging a life
which at best could not .re greatly, if
at all.productive, when the same money
might improve the condition of a po-
tentially profitable life.

To avoid this difficulty the commis-
sion recommends an insurance system

for civil employes. The policy of each
employe would be paid for by a contri-
bution from hi^ salary, similar to the
contribution exacted In the case of a
pension fund. But the employe would
be the owner of the policy himself, ami
it would have a surrender value. Thus,
the commission thinks, the danger of
creating a property right in the incum-
bency of office*would be avoided. The
commission appears to have made a real
contribution toward the settlement of
what may soon be a pressing problem.

The objection to pensions is that, un-
der the ruliugs of the courts an em-
ploye's interest in a pension fund i^ a
vested Interest, which makes his dis-
missal difficult. If the pension system
that prevails in the Police Department in
this city, for example, were introduced
into the Civil Service gent-rally, the dis-
missal of civil employes would become
as difficult as are dismissals from the
police force. That is the great objection
to a pension system, and should be sutli-
cient to prevent its adoption. The State
Civil Service Commission has this in
mind when itrecommends that the sub-
ject "should not be dealt with piecemeal
"forany department or political division,

*'or by any hastily devised legislation,

"but that the general policy of provision
"for retirement pensions should be care-
"fully considered, and if any action is
"taken a comprehensive scheme should
"be adopted which would at once insure
"economical administration and the pres-
ervation of efficiency and discipline ii
"the service."

*
CIVIL SERVICE INSURANCE.

> The question of pensioning employes in
the Civil Service is being much more
frequently discussed now than itused to
be. President Taft in his annual mes-
sage had something to say about the
need of providing for their retirement
on a competence. And the impression is
gaining ground that in order not to re-
tain its employes beyond the years when
they are efficient suitable provision must
be made for securing to them an income
after their retirement. The suggestions
of tho State Civil Service Commission on
this question are therefore timely and
interesting. . . . • . .

Representative Perkins, of this state,
raised the point against the lengthening
of the short session that it would give
twomonths more of official life to mem-
bers of the House who hud failed of le-

election in the preceding November.
Those who think that a Representative
who' is about. to retire, whether beaten
for renomination or for re-election or
withdrawing of his own volition, "can-
not" be expected- legislate with as
much intelligence, or .public spirit as if
he had just won another victory at the
polls may feel that such an objection
is. serious.- But it assumes a disqualili-
cation for good service which need not
exist and which, where it did exist,

would apply to only a small fraction of
the membership of any House. More-
over, it would sacrifice the great ad-
vantage of giving the re-elected and
therefore still supposedly conscientious
majority of the House a chance to do
really serious work at the short session,

to the very small consideration of pre-
venting an extension of the post-election
ferric? of the. present "hold-overs" from
three months to five months. The "hold-
over" may or may not be au undesir-
able feature in our legislative system.
The time marking and do-nothing short
session of Congress certainly is an un-
desirable feature.

against such a contlngeucj-. The risk of
double death or disqualification is not
IMtiperhaps, but it is well worth elim-
iuntiu^'. Why should Congress not
couple gone new safeguard against au
esthiction .of the suci»'s>i- i with the
other changes now propose* .'.!

We <annot rind much me.it in other
criticisms made in the House on the
Judiciary; Committee's plan. It seems
to us altogether unfair to represent the
change of dates as a mere concession
to local pressure in the Disti'ict of
Columbia in.behalf of a lite day -with
larger "circus" possibilities. Were Wash-
ington's wish to attract bigger crowds
to the inaugural display the only thing
to be considered. Congress would waste
DO time talking about a change. Itis
desirable, all other things being equal,_
that the inaugural pageant should have
a more attractive and congenial setting.
But it is vastly more desirable that the
two sessions of Congress should -be bet-
ter balanced.

HUNGARY'S NEW CABINET,
Pudapest. Jan. 17.-Th« new Cabinet

formed by Count Khuen yon Hedervary is
ipposed as follows:

Premier and Minister of the Interior,
\u25a0'••urn Khutn yon Uedervary; Minister of
Finance. M Cleor<« t-ukaca. Minister of
Commerce. Karl yon Hieronyml; -Minister<* Justice. Wormhlp and Education. «d In-
terim r»r B«ekely: Minister of Agricult.urc. Count Serenyi

The new minister, will be ,worn in at
by I!!1

*
J°- Worrow. having been aprroved.p: the. hanveror.

HONOR ROSS MARVIN'S MEMORY.
Nearly one hundred officers, cadets and

guests on board the training ship New-
port paid tribute yesterday to the memory
of Professor Ross G. Marvin, the only
member of Commander ~Peary*a expedition

who lost his life in the voyage that cul-
minated in the discovery of the pole.
Professor Marvin was a graduate of the
old schoolahlp St. Mary'?, which has been
replaced by the Newport.

The cadets and officers were add^ssed
by Richard Mdorofft, Commissioner of
Education: Guntave Straubenmullcr, A-
alstant City Superintendent of Schools, and
Captain T. 11. Everhart. U. S. N.. com-
mander of the Newport. The speakers told
of the. efficient work that had been ...
by Professor Marvin, and presented It as
\u25a01 tine example for the cadets to follow.
A set of framed resolution* willbe sent M
Professor Marvin's family, which lives
near Ithaca. N. Y.

Mr. Fairbanks later visited the parlia-
ment, where he was received by the presi-

dent of the Chamber. Consul General
Edward 11. Ozmun gave a musical this
afternoon in honor of Mr. and Mr?. Fair-
banks.

SULTAN RECEIVES MR. FAIRBANKS
Constantinople, Jan. 17.

—
Ambassador

Straus to-day presented Charles W. Falr-
banks, former Vice-President of the I'r.itM
States, to the Sultan, who engaged him in
a long conversation on the subject of his
tour.

Suigs in a Concert in the Theatre
Femina in Paris.

Paris. Jan. IT.
—

Countess Cassmi, niece,

of the former Russian Ambassador at.
Washington, who ha? been studying in
Paris for the last two years, made her
debut in a concert at the The&tre Fftrr.::ia
this afternoon. A fashionable audience
was present, including Count Cassl:
many members of the diplomatic corps.
The countess sang in Italian, German and
French.

COUNTESS CASSINIS DEBUT.

TWO DEMOCRATIC NE«O*
From The Binanamton ReP^^^jl^jr

democratic newspapers are "^moci**
in? the question, fWhat dexf th*Jf PAW need'rv What it c«da b^« V*£rid of its leaders*who bA%? ,T£«o «•**
It ?o far astray f*the pa?t Ufi«BI
and next it nt*U tneniwre.

NATHAN STRAUS IMPROVE^
Nathan gtraus, who ha* fc**a •*.

home. No. -" Tl--,t ::J street. ~*y*^
to be slightly improved ye*terdar- .. .^i
said he- had parsed *

——
g

\u0084^.y t*
and that nia condition waa a»U*»>^
hi- attendlns physicians. :> »

C. C. N. Y. ALUMNI TO DINE'

The annual dinner of the alomaJ iiiC^
tion of the College of the

"
CUr .°'

\u25a0

" \u25a0

York will he held at the Hotel A»tor^g.
atreet and Broadway, next Saturday &.

ins:. General Webb, fonr.er Vlo**?^
the eolle^e. will be the chief «••*of «-..
•venlitg. _

_^—;

Other guests will be Major ®*~

Leonard Wood. Colonel »M* J,^
superintendent of the W«*t Poiat ~~ngo
Academy; Major General Anson G. Jisy

and General Horace Port*r.

FORM "SKULL TROUBLE CUUI
Justice Uendr.ok sigred yesteriiy &

certiftcate of Incorporation of "The S^**
Trouble Club." a theatrical of**"***"
The object of the organization, •• *•?
in th* Incorporation papers, Is "x»e^tai^--
and maintain m fraternal organ***""
amen? men encased in the theatrical^ pro-

fession and to erect a clubhouse." I*^
corporators are Albert J. Lynch, cf SVS
"West 43d street: Charles S. Murphy. fUS
Sa West SSth street: Thomas X IB**
of No- m West 43d street: J. Pous-a*
Gordon, of No *"? West 57th street, «a»

P. J. Maoney. of No. SST West Sta sl
***

Probate Court at Middletown, K. li
Acts

—
Appeal Probable.

[By Telegraph to TSe Tribune.}
Newport, R. 1.. Jan. 17.—A copy of a*

made by Melville Bull and dated a****
offered for probate to-day in Mid'-Heto*1
but the court, which has reader **\u25a0\u25ba
ted the willdated 1501 to probate, «••\u25a0*
the petition.

The petition for the admission of
••

copy alleged that the original >iB-»•
been des-troyed by Melvilia Bull when
was of unsound mind. The 1901 willla**
all the estate to his family while tfcat •*
1908 leaves all to William T. Bull.J™J*T. Bull will carry the oa>e to the 99**
Court on appeal from the decision of *•
Prcbate Court.

COPY OF BULL WILL REFUSE?

A REMARKABLE TRIBUTE.
-

From Th» Youth's Companion.
When President Cleveland \u25a0 died it »•\u25a0*discovered that New York had not followedthe custom of a generation and put a por-

trait of him in the executive chamber ofita Capitol, which he °« P'ed when Gov-error. The N>v-York Tribune, a Rermblican newspaper which opposed • Cleveland
ov?ry time ft, was a candidate for p, bl£ofilce. vailed attention to the «£&ni.d organised a subscription for tho niVr"chase of a portrait. Itchanced that such aportrait, painted by L'astman John»on dur*ing Cleveland's first term as President V,

'

in the market, and that it »M the portrait
moat admired by -Cleveland. SuSntmoney was raised for its purchase and *kis no*' hanging. along nlt,,' the portrait* ofother ROvernorß. in the It.t.. Capitol, itwould not have been remarkable If a Den,'

"\u25a0•'•! had led this Ulr
"

movement .but when an opposition papKladly undertakes the work i: becomes »tribute to the nt«rHnB qualities of a \u0084,.,,

L)t! imerltan thai deserve* appreciation
by all admlrera of tho dead statesman. lo"

READING MADE EASY.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Several commuters on the Lacka-
•wanna railroad who are In business in
"Wall Street have requested me to draw
your attention to a recent improvement on
the Laekawanna railroad that is gratify-
ing to all who travel on that line— the mod-
ernization of the lighting of the trains
throughout the system. The work extended
through several months, and has resulted
in giving light that enables all to read in
any part of a car as well as if seated under
a library light at home. One result from
this modernization of the lighting service
is told by a director of the largest news
company in the country, a commuter who
resides at Morristown. N*. J. He states
that the improvements in lighting on the
Lcckawanna. tho Pennsylvania, the Central
of New Jersey and several other railroa-ls
that serve the suburbs of New York have
brought about a very large increase in the
sales of newspapers, magazines and other
printed matter at ferry and railroad
stations. Oculist 9 who formerly advised
their patients not to read while travelling
in the cars now say that the most of the
cars used in suburban service hereabouts
are more scientifically lighted than the
most of the mansions of the wealthy in the
same districts. There are now inour coun-
try forty-nine thousand passenger cars on
steam roads that are lighted by the most
advanced methods of compressed gas anl
electricity. The roads that serve the
New York suburban districts are ex-
pending more money for lighting than is
spent for trains de luxe in Europe. The
doubling of the population in the suburban
districts about New York within fifteen
years has made it possible for the steam
roads tc expend enormous sums in the bet-
terment of roadbeds; for longer, heavii-r
and well bonded rails; for high ocst passen-
ger coaches, that are. better than the best
parlor cars of a few years ago, and other
Improvements that are paid for ouc of the
liberal revenues derived from the suburban
business In passengers and freight. The
zone of Now York to-day l.s doing 28 per
cent of the steam railroad business of the
nation, and the business is growing rapidly
—mainly because of the recent accelera-
tions of suburban passenger and freight
train?. Tho increase in velocity of the
ete;im passenger trains that serve tht sub-
urban business of New York during five
years lias added time to the dmniuter'a
work In New York that is the equhaitnt
of three days of eight hours each v month

T did not mean to inftVt a long lf>tte<-upon you. 1 am an invcsti^aUng engineer
wbe«« chief business is the physical valua-
tion of railroads, and in this work 1 pick
up a goo.l deal of matter like tho fore-going. Your Commuters* Column has made-
;i. iii;hit with nolid men on the roll of thebig army of commuters, an.i tmm such Igot the hint to drop these lines to the good
01.l Tribune, which seems to b>i a prim*
favorite among the commuters.

Q. WILFRED TEARCE
Newark. N. j.. Jan. 17, isio.

This would not only effect a great saving
in the cost of j-now removal, but would
al^o be of great beneilt to the public on
account of removing the snow blockade in
much less time than by present methods.

R. A. RUTHERKURD.
New York. Jan. 15, MM

I fee] sure tbe present Commissioner
would like to use this method. of saow dis-
posal if legally ullowed to tio so. In my
opinion, the proper method of doing this
would be to start the gangs of men shovel-
ling Into the sewers on the principal ar-
teries of travel just as soon as the snow
commences to fall, and keep them going as
long as it continues to snow; then those
arteries willbe cleaned as soon as the snow
stops falling, <«ud the men can be turned
into other streets.

Wbflß McDonougli Craven was Street
Cleaning Commissioner h<* tried this method
of snow disposal, and found it worked ad-
mirably, but was stopped by some foolish
ordinance 0* bylaw in the charter, which
was evidently inserted for the benefit of
snow grafters

THE REMOVAL OF SNOW.
To the Editor of Th« Tribune.

Sir: There is no legitimate reason why

the snow should not be shovelled into the
sewers. There arc always jseveral man-
holes in every block, and there is no reason
why these manhole covers should not be
removed and the snow shovelled through

these openings. The temperature of the
sewers varies between 50 and- 90 degrees;
therefore, the show would melt almost as
fast as it was shovelled in. «nd what little
did not melt would be carried away by the
natural flow' of water through the sewers
to the river.

There may perhaps he a few sewers which
it would not be advisable to use this way,
but the Street Cleaning Department could
get the location of these from the Highway
Department.

THE PRESIDENT IS RIGHT.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The very Interesting controversy

concerning the protection and care of our
forests and coal which has just,culminated
and over which there -seems to be some talk
about srave political consequences ensuing
is of a truth watched with extended atten-
tion, and, depend upon it. with but 'one
ultimate result— the support and upholding

of President Taft by the average common
sense of the people of the United States.

Mr. Pinehot, as a trained forester 'in
charge of an important bureau, was en-.
thusiastic and earnest in season and out of
season in "his pet work,- but unfortunately

he overrated his position and forgot that a.
bureau chief may do. good work and work of
much n^neral benefit, but that nevertheless,

this work may be done in a manner so un-
becoming and offensive as to be insupport-

able. The average man has reject and
confidence in the President of- the United
States, and Mr. Taft's action in asserting
the proper dignity of his official position in
regard to bureau chiefs will be supported
by the plain thinking people of the nation.
A MAX FROM DUTCH COUNTY.

Flshkill, N. V., Jan. 15. 1010.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

this year. T:ie opera 'Favorita' was bo-
lng performed," says /'The Rome- Ga-
zette." "and despite the fact that the bary-

tone. "Aineto, sang and played well, he was

loudly- hissed and ridiculed. -The curtain
went down on the first act and Aineto, in

the costume of the Kingof Castile, stepped
before the curtain, close to th.c footlights,

and addressed the audience in a voice
tremulous with rage. He said that he was

the victim of a heartless claque— that he
had been hissed and his conscientious
efforts had been groaned at . because he

had refused to pay the claque. The audi-
ence received his remar!« with loud ap-
plause. The claque melted away and the-
heroic singer from that time until the end
of the performance received much ap-
plause."

*
"Do you think love goes where It's

gent?" . . •\u25a0•

"Yes, if properly expressed."— Judge. •
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////; KBWS THIS MORSiyG.

Mrs. A. C. Barney, who is giving a series
of breakfasts, entertained to-day Mr. and
Mrs. Edinunton Pendleton. Mri. Hunt
Slater, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Ciiatani,

IN WASHINGTON SOCIETY.
[FromThe Tribune Bureau.)

Washington, Jan. 17.—Mr. and Mrs. John
Hays Hammond entertained two hundred
and fifty guests at a reception and supper
to-night, which followed a lecture on "The
Holy City of the Mayas' by Dr. Edgar
L. Hewett. the members of the Washing-

ton Archaeological Society being among the
guests. .

Lieutenant yon Breuning and A. C.
Horstmann. tierman attaches, are spend-
ing several days in New York.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.
[From The Tribune Bureau.]

Washington, Jan. 17.—The Netherlands
Minister and Mme. London recalled their
invitations for a dinner this evening in
honor of the Japanese Ambassador and
Baroness Uchida as sotm as they learned
of the death of the Brazilian Ambassador.

Mme. de Lajenerantz, wife of the Swed-
ish Minister, recalled invitations, to a tea.
this afternoon on learning of the death o?
Senhor Nabuco.

The British second secretary and Mrs.
Kennard entertained at dinner last night
the Spanish Minister, the Turkish Charge
d' Affaires. A. Rustem Bey. Mr. ar.d Mrs.
Chandler Hale, Mr. and Mrs. Horace Wy-
l!e, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence R. Wilson, Mrs.
Purdy and Km Todd.

THE CABINET,
rrrom The Tribune Bureau. 1

Washington. Jan. 17.-T1.« Attorney Gen-
eral went to Htm York yesterday on"a hur-
ried business trip, and returned here this
evening.

The Secretary of the Treasury has gone
to New York to deliver an address. Ho
is expected back to-morrow.

The Secretary of War and Mrs. Pickt--
son have as a house guest William J. Cal-
houn. of Chicago, recently appointed y\ r..
ister to China. He \u25a0will be here for some
time preparing for his new dut:*?.

«


