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"B*jt therr vs.* no alternative. He had surmised
by my attitude that some tragedy had been thrust
before me, and "hen Ilocked up was .-tanding with
folded arms, erect and frowning.

"What is the tr >üble?' he asked.
"For reply i gave him the letter and. vi willing

to witness the bl<«w, retired to my own room while
heread it. Its contents were so seared intomy mind
that Icould ha- c...... word for word then, as
r.o'v. 111 1 read:

" I
\u25a0

•
\u25a0 midst

\u25a0
• " id grip] ed me

11 a- like
[found_ ! ..\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0 ng at those
rs. and'•'" [ 1
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"We Captain- Thrcr Found Our«lv,, Fscia< Three Fine AflßeriCMM."

•"¥"•11E Amerii an acted qui< kl\
*\u25a0 for before we had break

fasted on the followingmorning
his friend Captain Selkirb
waited uj>'«n us. Lepard >>> r.
silently by. 1 ai

challenge in hi- behalf i

h««c swords as our we i

And the choice was ea
iau>e 1 knew that Lepard
wielded the most redoul
ilade in all Fran< c, not c

ing myself. Selkirk, as I i

omcer as the man he r
sented, was yet more
spoken.

Let it be understo<
-aiii. thai Iac< epi the full re
sponsibility of this affair.'"

1 looked at him i[ac Ii >n
ingly.

'All, he continued, 'you do
n< >! know that tlii> «lue! i > .
I>reak b< >th m\ prin< ipa i

iiit- in the servii c; but •\u25a0 m
must not hesitate where ten are concerned
t li'in^'li it end < areers!

'

Inodded assent. There was something fii
his declaration. Lepard appeared l^r the fir-•
'•'i ii'.tf the conversation and moved restlessl; H--
opened iii- lij>- as ii \<< -peak, and then ilosed them
again and waited for our visitor to depart, whi
did lull a iii'imeni later.

"Frankly, I was troubled and could -<\u25a0<\u25a0 no
< iiit of the predicament, tii«- American idea and ours
are n differeni in affairs of honor. You are su< Ii a
itrong, mil fular, and quick acting race that ni

partake of the Briton's slowness <>t mind and
Gascon's quickness « <i hand. You i i c \u25a0• ••. I -•-

to resori to the Code since your aristocrat >t

the South su< cumbed t.p a more practical generatioi
and thereby forgot the niceties. That is a ]
however, on which one "i your countrymen and i

Fren< hman would n<" er 1"- able to agree o !
ii by.

\u25a0\! \u25a0 \u25a0• irbation was voiced by Lepard, who
had been studying a pattern of the my. \\
pity!' he said in a tone of annoyance, what a pity!
da ton, there is bui one way out of it. Iknew oti

would cho i rd , and had in mind the ligl
disabling po ible "! monsieut i< ( olotwl, but now it
i in a muddle. Ican do ii":liin^ to ruin the
whom J wouldshield. 1 went to himhoping to save
hi honor. Ican do nothing that wouldirrevocably
take it from him. lit- has done as either you oi I
would, • .: thing quickly !\u25a0• the wind in
defense oi hi own code ofchi\ airy, [fhe is wounded,
an investigation will be sure to follow, It 1 am
'A ..niidi-d

"He tlunj,' his hands wide in a gesture mdi
thai it would be <>t anal] moment, and calml) tig
a cigarette Between pufl he said, Peccavi! [must

be wounded. Thusmj friend's honor is .itt Bed and
no reputation are lost The wordclung tohii
more tragii meaning and he faltered Lost! !-•> I i

i as i that of < »i^'.i
'

I
• . ' . tnd 1 .i\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 I

VT/HEN ireturned he was >tillinthe roo
lighted • the ra\

-
-»f the i-• - " • pen windows, and was walking

it.and forv .\u25a0 . i i re master \u25a0
\u25a0 i itions

and •
\u25a0 ression. Iturned on the li
cad the story of his struggle in the

old-\'oung face and receded eyes, now >v : :• •

that sha teh the
:. [U< n

\u25a0
\u25a0 \u25a0 for speech, and Iseal

in silence :>r him to bare his I ughts ifhe
ii lined

-
willingthat neitlier of u^ i

er agaii i lention the disastrous i li I this
mr li

--
es. lle

t last in the dulltoi \u25a0 made
\u25a0

\u25a0

'

>ut unalt< \u25a0
\u25a0

-
'\u25a0;•\u25a0

j \u25a0 . ... .. .._ . j ......
only i rush m »re Were
our i: ad history other than Villalon,
[ should hesitai
mv dul

\u25a0 \u25a0 lo \u25a0•
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"He handed the letter back. Icannot i ••: t
y..ur friend s w »rd,' he said calmly, coldly, and i\u25a0\u25a0-
cisively.

Habit is >tr >ng. Lepard and I-a ere on our feet
together: Colonel North also, as ifexpecting atta

'It i< a pity, monsieur,' Lepard burst out.
'
that

we art- in a country where one may not represent
one's friends!

'
"It is,' ' olonel North answered, and then. as it

weighing his words, 1 respect your friend- inten-"
\u25a0 md the fact too that you have come t

wishing that Imay possibly be spared the loss ••!
reputation; bul i »v not perceive that, admit-
ting the vei ! the letter and the excellence of
your intention, I could not, in the circumstances,
;\u25a0•\u25a0 v • traduce Countess Olga, whom II
In America, gentlemen, our rode isas severe, th »ugh
perhaps \u25a0" rinj from your own. and no -v..i: i .

\u25a0• lerogatioi I man whom he has
\u25a0 friei : '\u25a0 -:j

;. tiie j.ronf i- all cor incing
Res] ectinj -\u25a0• timent and admiring him the

cd. We had expected reproof I
mil a num. His next v
imazed'"

Vi>v have twitt<
\u25a0 li t that we d< inoi r&s I

luels in thi- country. Ha\ 11:4
served abroad. Iam not ignor-

•: affairs of honor
Hess \u25a0 if custom, shall meet

ou in your own wa\ . I
md.some friend who willact a<
1 set 1 >nd toei >n-> e\ my message

KU.'"
The man was but a sleep

liano, after all. Hi- >ld
ace masked ;\u25a0

*
er. and

he ham! that rested so .-till >n
he chair beside whi
<isln A and read} , M adi 1

ation greu .
1it- may vi-it me 1
ag him my card 1

ifter a f( irmal < • hange at
ourtesies Lepard and 1

TIGETHER •\u25a0 \u25a0P a •\u25a0\u25a0' '';< \u25a0''\u25a0'' ':'; !:

mpanion hip ieni to the Arm\. \.t
, v Club, of which we knew lie was a member.

We sent our cards up, found him in, and wen ad

mined. Obeying our suggestion, he took us to a

Hvate room, where, when we \u25a0
• eated, he lo I

at use' idently wondering why we had ought him.
j \u0084,,

,r,i took from his poiket the crumpled letter
andhandedii tohim. MemsufurL < alottel,' he aid
U

la-.o'r rae by reading it
'

\u25a0 j n itched the young man not without orrow a:
y t .• perple ed paled and then lov !\u25a0

iPjr \u0084,i j \u0084•"., indenftu exhibition of self con
itol It was the first time Ihad c er had .1 chance
to see th«- Ameri< ..'.. tested to the t dhe
was a thoi

.• . ..,; , eing •\u25a0 •\u25a0 iplendoi ol thtr A
. .. • | looked at him and mi own gaz<

dert-d absently to where, whin- in the moonlight, the
ipitol stCKid the majesti< flag of the

tlj in the upper breeze. Itwa -\u25a0\u25a0

h trd in the midst ->l all this foreign beauty thai Le-
pard should have met defeal and disillusionment!. oloneJ North, he said, turning sharply, i one
of the tin--' gentlemen* Ihave ever met. Ri al thai

he has been <>t mine, Ilike him, and cannot see him
ruined as Imight have been had not this—thi
n,.1,. ;.\u25a0\u25a0,\u25a0 •\u0084 J shall noi read ii \u25a0 onteni to

but he must be told. A man may make
. Perhaps he will -but thai is for him

t,jdecide I' willbe diffiiuli
• The diitant shape of the building and the billow

in. of the flag again caughi me while Iweighed hi*

decision. It«a plain I • right. M
ul c ;.,,. | a 00l in lo c with her had been to

droptheaffair aftere posing her pasl totheßu
Leeation thai it might take ;u< I.action at H thoughi

I,r the prote< Uon d the unwar;. \<
"^ '

< ome!
'

be said in thai • dull oi< c. Uc

eek him!

: SIT ..
1

"""''
room-

•Hi, - :: ' '\u25a0\u25a0 '-'•\u25a0
'''

grasp its import', and then
g?«»- td dronjied into the depths of a

coliaj,^: figure of misery. Villalon's letter
eSS"^*l^in lhe i'alm of one hand which hunggwgr over the arm of a chair, and the front of
feSS-*?? Vj nnkl«L He appeared to have
bnt« «**;\u25a0 ' !ilivface »as white and set. His
'**-a:l

"' 'y~ '' I;i>"^int-heirf.roundei.th>such
"tts^A^^ma-'\u25a0?**' ;>ut onte »n life- H*s wounds
«ta h^f ll:'-"'' "- \u25a0''" savage, cruel blades Ihad
feein^i ur:tVf-!; ;--.«r <>n a sand -v.ej.t. corpse
bndV P^11^ J \u25a0'"''

''' *'r beiade him and j.ut my
rr<W shuui-Ir--. He tried to speak: f.tit the
•ati*^x":;i

-
!:i^ diy a^d inflexible lips. He

aiassoja 1 Stricke" to dumbness through a thrust

SSP? 1 t<J li< s»'leboard, poured a glass to the
SateTl™ Wfndy, and held it to his lips: for his
t&SttSv 1 '\u25a0" ll'"n he atttmIte

'J to BrasP it
**fuldiiave !/een beyond the power <»1

:.-t^' '"-\u25a0> -' he «hisi,ered. and Iobeyed

::'v-4tiS!?i? T"n<";«Ta t last and leaned forward in
'^-\u25a0vL'- U::r :'':"

•\u25a0\u25a0 hich ue ivh° live in uni-
*at rexyS^ f''r "

;'r' th;tn a foment. The room
'•'-htifly \u25a0

an']!l"' evenirig outside, resplendent
r::^:r^r]'ntl? a:i<i :!(

-
!I""- with the light of a new-

((
s*^'n"'

|l to have joined tlie quietude of-"rily ;'':n'Ie that came to v*were the
"j*voi<t,,<"\ ll'1" '"'

ats far over on the t<jmac-

ln? hou«^ < \u25a0 !JJniTi« friends shouting farewell, a
":"-'?fcv^ "wr lhe tidier bidding fareweU to a

SpsJl .^*isli
—

to be alone for a little while!!
7-tanHJ' lOUlOU \u25a0Vu!it feel~that is you—you v.ill

>\u25a0• • f?.lu^tioned.
i2? **aSJ? th"' he vvas undergoing a torment

'"'\u25a0 ar^ sW"1;1
'1 «»I*l'W«, and obeyed his be-

SSWe^VS 5lr**ts.and walked to and fro
::" W£ dS wgfat for more than an-

'-\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0•i. •:!^ ,;\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0 that; strange telepatny
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