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A FLOOD OF "JXTIQUES."

FORGING THE SIGNATURE CN AN IMITATION "OLD
MASTER."

RUNNING A MIXTURE OF GUM AND VARNISH OVER
THE FINISHED "OLD MASTER."

I\u25a0 originals

jvxterous coypiyts on the Continent make
nitoiatnres, flecoratfd snuff and patch boxes and
Battcrsca onfl Dresden enamel ware by the

cross. mpedUly for Americans, who are par-
ti rularty k«« Ju«t bow in the collection of Kmall
-articles of ccrtu."" The painttrn <^n the boxes
in BSUtKy poor in quality and BCnrraHj a crude
copy of s^nir original example. Close observa-
tion W"I p^neral'y reveal that the r;m to which
the to? :> blsged b artificially colored. Their
piodera origla ar.d ha?ty execution are fre-
Qoeotiy to be detected by the gobs of fresh clue
exttd&g frota csderneaxh.

ItBoy I**ccserally rtatrd. he savn, that noth-

i-g but the veriest trash is to be found In 00
prr eat! ol the antique chops of Europe. He
advises l^<? eo'.lort.ir to buy only on expert ad-
vice or tit dealers willing to give a detailed

\u25a0rrtltcß Btlpolstiflß that the articles are guar-

anteed to Ye approximately of the period repre-

sented. Mi'i. itn respect to i:n»;:ish furniture.

thai M tatvtUMi inlay or repairs, not frankly
ailr.:itted, have been added, the purchase money

to be refunded if any of the statements is
fooafl to be ur.true.

Britain and Continent Make Them
While you trait.

Are y^ur antiques r**miine antiques? That Is,question whii h many collectors, on both a

pvat ar.d a \u25a0msJD scale, think they can answer
ia the affirmative. Otherwise, of course, they

would not have "collected" them. The chances

are jr"«:iJ '>' thoir answer being correct,

according to Maxwell lr.ake. United States Con-

ful at Punferm'.ine, who has been investigating

the tr;ifT!r in nXteced antiques in Great r>ritaln
Rnd 00 Ihi Continent. What lie has found out
»•::* twt n published ia "The Daily Consular and
Trade BeportA." The subject is of especial in-
terest Just row.

\u25a0I'-lHculties thicken." says Mr. Blake, "as the
subject of old English furniture la apprc
Large stakes are ban fr.-quently played for
and the cunning of the dealer amounts to sheer
genius. Illustrative of this, an instance of recent
occurrence may be cited.

the shape of alms dishes, placques, randle-
atti ks and jardenieres, while they come by way

cf Hol'and. are not "old.** but of distinctively

modern make.

no more than Its Intrinsic value, of compara-
tively rocrnt manufacture, an old original hall
mark taken from fnme article of little value.

Tons of ••faked" Sheffield plate are being made
for the benefit of the collector. Itlias generally
been believed that the genuine could be readily
told from the spurious because of a discernible
sub-surface of pappaf This was because In
the old ware the silver was fused on the copper
before the ware was hammered into form. As

PUTT NO THE -OLD WASTER- IN AN OVEN TO DRY
AND CRACK THE VARNISH.

RUBBING IN SOOT AND ASH TO SIMULATE APPEAR-
ANCE OF AGE.

% aaal r of fad > It "AVhat [urj.rr.-l t» b« \u25a0 me exceptionally rare
1 Ly a fjaflkn>wn

in. who, ur.h
ingly r'i word that they were
genuine. Some time after this, however, the
service of an expert were employed to further
examine Urn m. when It was revealed that a

Hi had b en jrr;.tratcd. the chairs being
nothing; more than line modern copies.

"The customer int'otincd the dealer of this

"Grandfather clocks are frequently made up
of such Incongruities as a modern dial with a
forged maker's name and date, an old caso
patched up and set off by a modern inlay, an 4
perhaps works of about fiftyyears ago. ('\u25a0rand-

father chairs are, almost without ex ••^tiui^
modern or old frames debauched by new cabri*
«.!e or elaur-and-ball legs. Violins signed *Strad|
ivarius' or 'Jacobus Stainer.* surreptitiously hid*
den Inrubbish heaps, are replaced by others &\u25a0
goon as sold."

"Th" chain having been duly returned. n«
great time \u2666 lapsed before another customer tonic
their purchase under consideration. A sale had
now, however, become much simplified, for not
only could the source of the purrhase be jointed
to with pride, but actually the check was ex-
hibited, rhowing beyond all doubt that Of
chairs had been purchased from Lard 1
the* well known collector, at a price indicativt
of their apparent worth. Thus, the dealer. shad«
owing his own dishonesty by this clever rus(\

contrived to snitch even a further profit out of
this second and mere unscrupulous transaction,

"It la no exaggeration to say that such epl»
\u25a0odea are dally occurrences in the anti-jut
trade, except that, generally Speaking, the igno-
rant purchaser seldom gets in exchange for hia
investment even so much aa a good modern
copy. Many so-called antique shops actually
carry on business without having one genuine
piece of antique furniture in their establish-
ments.

discovery, demanding, on penalty of exposure^

that the full purchase price be immediately re-
funded. Much to the purchaser's surprise the)

dealer refused to make restitution under the cir-
cumstances which, he alleged, involved both Mi
reputation and his honor. Hut. to put it differ-
ently, if the customer would simply state his
dissatisfaction with his purchase, th ri lie (the

dfaler). knowing the chairs to be genuine. Would
thank him for the privilege of being allowed
la recover them. but. it must be distinctly un-
derstood, only upon the terms and conditions of
an ordinary sale*. The dealer thereupon of-
fered about 1.000 over anil above the mm
for which the chairs hud previously teen pur-
chased. To this, of course, the nobleman de-
murred, protesting that he d<sir«-d no profit
from an unfortunate venture, but in the end. In
order to sveure the recovery Of his money, ho
was prevailed upon to acquiesce in this extraor-
dinary iiro^-osaL

it has been turned out by machinery, and this
Is done in the case of the "f^ke" RtdDeld ware.
Most of this, it la said, ultimately finds its way
to America and the colonies.
It is asserted that 95 per cent of the pewter

ware to be found in England and Scotland has
bee* cade within the last ten year*. Practi-
cally all of the "old Dutch" brass articles. In

The f*k< \u25a0'. Molflmasters" k<tp a number cf mm

bu?y. T!.»» capy of the picture having been
pßtttcfl, the DCXt process is that of gUir.g the
CSBnt) the arr°ara.nc*e of ape. The signature
having !•«-n BJgfiM by a can intimately ac-
Quair:!' d with the signatures and narks cf the
c!d fiir.ters, the canvas is covered with a rpe-

cial mixture cf pna and varnish. It th» n coes
te!o a hot oven, in whk-h it is cracked after the

BSSB9 Of BS old picture. A mixture cf soot,

ash r.- I iCtttoS material ruT b«-d in after the j
t^klr? gtru the impression of Inns erasure to
(Just and flirt A little pair.t is th.-n flick'-J from
|••."•!.a:r''d brush on to the picture to c'.ve the

ar^..- . >of fly marks. The finishing touches
ire the of a knife b'.ade applied tor the

,...
pose oJ n

~
>vlnj any m:irks which might "cive

the ;\u25a0 \u25a0 * . \u25a0 .;•\u25a0" GesutXte °ld rrmts and ca-
Cravir.^- are ran'.y, if ever, to be fnund en the
Lars:.'.:. ::.'• ry ty the amateur collector.

In -, wcJJ known to the dealers,
•.:•• to attach "old marks" to china

:. . . :. • f I.»r. sd.n. Chelsea, Worces-
ler arid 1 . v.. rth thiir weight ia c<>li. In

• . re ' c the gullible of the genuine-

ness. <T .<\u25a0 tM :mdj >r tudly ladle ropposcd tO

d .;e back '.o tie Cromw«-l!ian iwrlod, email
[Sa f :.v.at time uhich are valueless from the

r. .: .-: .• • ; Int cf view arc purcha.sf<l by
;-:r>• -

:.:s l.ir.J of ••fake" and set into
; IJust tx ta '.!.•-• i:Jr.t, so to ri>cak.

Th« f rjtaj -f haS marta in silver Is a fcaa-
Vflsua Ll< n in Gr< at Hritain, and early

Entflsb .•-: vet is v.ry high rrlced. llow docs
:.v.-- : : :. ifactupet c«-t around this dlfll-
cully? ::• .. .:: deftly insert Lolo a i/ie£e worth

For BILIOUSNESS Try ]

Hunyadi Janos
?«ATURAL APOBSMT VATO-

Avoid SuLi'Jtattt FUCKING PAINT ON AN -OLD VASTER" TO IMITATE*^ -
FIX MARKS. ,--

PUTTiNC THE riNiSHJNG TOUCHES TO AN "OLD
MASTER- WITH A KNIFE.

3


