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Ruth's Contract
By Max Marcin

•a. .nliIshall gi ettto* n. But I*lltellyou anyhow
—just because <-i Ruth. Shell •\u25a0«\u25a0 glad to hear it.""Well, what is it? A raist inpa) ?

"
demanded th<

father. .
"It'sbetter than .1 raise," muels ](.•] lied. "The

lad) if'.Tn op ••\u25a0wii telephoiied to ha> a table for six
riM-ruii for to-night. She's, coming down with
Bauer, with Bauer.' he emphasized, "and wants
Rut li i<ibe sure to play \u25a0 •'!' oenposition, 'hildren
ol i r u-I.' for him!

The new
-

*]ueezed .ill the ni^tr oui «•! Altchewski.
The lines \u25a0«t hi- t.nc relaxed, 1pleasani dreaminess
crept over hi U itun Ruth, Ruth!"he called,
"\ouma> come in I>i<l riuhear? Ihe ladj from
in' town h;i- kt-j'' her promise. Bauer will hear
\ « >u p|a> to-night. Our da} has nine!"

Ruth found her fathei pacing \u25a0•\u25a0 md down the
pmm inan n-slaM nfanticq ition His mind leafied
skyward, high af»ovi •}\u25a0• louds, -tit., iheaven of

••)<\u25a0 which rebounded with tin triumph of
Alt.i:< \" ski.

"\!• .-. mi:- mII : ,•:\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0. : to the world
through \'>ii/ in aid to the daughter, returning to
• rtli for .1 moment "Xoti we shall receive Ihe
reward \u25a0'1 \u25a0 *ir strujjgi

X'< ;:..':> .: tfa •i:".(Tli- •>1 dehlslVC f\]i-t ty-

11< mi." «.-;itiii< 'ind Samuels"iJehlsive, delusive! gasped !In- i•»ir\u25a0| iwer.
"

.\<»
Ionjjitdelusive! i!j< • willIk? realized to-night. M>
rlaughter will leavi tin ruck "j thi eating house for
the higher sphere «>t irt, and I- Iwillbe hailed as
the greal cotn]»oser. Ruth, '

In murmured, <a:r
tin.viii]..iii«i?i is at hand H< !i.i-i>jil\ to hear you,
to recognize y«iur genius. V*«u ".illnot I* a restau-
rant ti<!<ll«r much ]•>tiger

Enwrajified in his fancy, the faiher \\.i- uncoo
sriou> <>1 tin- -"ii radiance hi- laughtei shed "n

Samuels. When he Itecame aware <<i the y< *ing
man's present c again, hi t< irgi>1 in antipathy t< >r the
»uitor, vi in- gratitud< to *lx messenger who had
(trough! tin- u<"'<] ti< \< Mi.it Bauer, U-.<<l«r <•! tin
Philharmonic, would hear Ruth plaj the composition

p! ],< r l.i'lu r.
"\<r.- .]i, \mi .ihow ridiculou it is for \mi to

hope to n*tn her'
'

Alt<hey ski •!« lared. "I>\u25a0 m I you
~» \u25a0 -1) >-h« cannol tie herself to \ "ii

' You're .<

X 1 coung man, \u25a0• x ><\\i t»«n waj ; bu! she's an
artist, a genius, m> daughter and mv pupil. \V«
have tin <.ul i.l the musk tan that': the -<>nl of the• \u25a0 \<-i! have tin•

rt»»! -i>nl -.t ilu eating house
man You rannoi !i«!p it; fo< mi Godha» • lined
ii so."'*Kat growled 'In- v'oung man derisiveh a> be
left.

C nil i;i>. pni|iriet<« >t 'lit- Golden Fleece restau
rant, «ur eyed the !"i>^ room >i hi*eating ln-n-t

,ii the -.inn time smiling .< iwkxime ,i; the dinei
wild i.i-^.ttiiistraggK in. The hlao had undergone
;i pleasani transf«4iriation in ?li«- lasi -i\ months
Th«- red trail ;<m er had k"

'" waj t.. imnels of i\on
iii .l'l witn borders <.t entwined. (eaves framing
ti,< (Minted cherul»s \u25a0!) porting <m down> ci<md>.
llusters of .I.. tru li^'li'- jtecring ;r<.in hehmd ]\u25a0••] «-i
foliage, replaced the "I"! battered eh indi*liei> and'

li< it nl '\u25a0-.'\u25a0' Im .iim t>i the l'li^'<ning inilish <>t
the n« '.•. chairs. <m tl;« unworn iar|»et, ma on th«
round table . immacuLiteh white with their cover;
•ii new linen

lli< vi •>t ]\u25a0!\u25a0\u25a0! «iif\ was shining rm Samuel
m« lily In- had r.i!-«i! the price \u25a0•\u2666 In meals tr-.tn
tli"t\ fi « .mi to i <nt\ in, thereto edging . ,i.i
th<- rild \u25a0 v tii'iti and gathering to himself tbi .lilt. .! the \. isi Snl«- \\i<

•
i.uii^ li• \\u25a0 \u25a0 il. " tor . 111.nhi-

facturei , shopkeepei and a prinkingof the higlier
ji.n'i musician Viddi h M>urnalis! . and actors.
,\1 •.. aut<*n«it*tles •• •*.; • «1 nol rnfre«|uenth in front
•if tin- <]• •\u25a0 >»• and <1« |.• \u25a0 !!<•<! ;•; • irti from up town.

With the iii.il familiarity \u25a0 f tin restaurant man
toward hi regulai |»atron . Natiuiel .it .1. \u25a0\u25a0.<. n .it .i

table -i* \u25a0 hi' !i .i grou] •! fiv< n 'hikk'1"^1"^ with
tin Uli"

Well
'

li. In gan -'\u25a0 tra< i< ll'. "
I pitkt«! v] .i

iiand Ifound .i).•• mus."
"Apro| Iuh.it' drawled l*i11.1 1. ii t),, |««et,

who \u25a0 •\u25a0
• pul h hed in pamphlet form, had a

phenomenal ale
Samuel jerked hi thumb in the dire* ti«»n of the

lril< platforni .it \u25a0.!,! end -'I tin room Ruth *a
t i!< \u25a0! in.ii the piano the iolin in hei hand '•.citing

to jl.i In i iii t nuiiil <i Being 'Ik \u25a0 ntu I the
plan In played onr li t •,]\u25a0 \u25a0 each night, tin res!. .1 th<- tnu i< l>eing furni Ik>1 '\u25a0\u25a0 i I'iolimIil . I111 t.
.i liii'i .hi •Ipi \u25a0 t tii<I tip'.-t \u25a0 \u25a0<;i \u25a0in trings of a
bar] with Kurpri ing mltlefH . and .i pianist
Alt*Ih-v 1 !at dreanul' ,i itable near the platforni.

\u25a0<.i 'it ..in •.| niiiln.nl Im .igenhi! ." remarked
/it ,i-iIit..i ..| "The |«-wish Miii- t |usl a rlevei
inn k'ian then an l"t ••( them on the East Side.
I it true that fiauer i riming hen to-night with
I.i.in from up town

Samuel indkateil it..!\u25a0!<• ornamented with •.i.
..I !!\u25a0 \u25a0-.. i a pn ..I ..i Raw I . | i-rted visit

"He'llpkl o man ll • in hei |Ir mj1
"

pro

111 1 .
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