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There was John McGrath, who we out
with his wife and his pipe to see the comet

the oniy pipe he had had in eleven

a black “T. D."—and good the
but old clay pipe can be
off six and a

ple

pointed.

“That's the comet, John e said. “The
Jeft-hand one. I seen it first. I told vou I
You won't let on 1 did, T know,

ut 1 did, ali the same.”

John did not interrupt and did not an-
swer, which was 8 strange thing 1o happen.
She turrped to him, but he was not there.
He was not up the street; he was not
down the street he was not anywhere. At

" the sight of the hateful star he had disap- |

peared—sgone—vanished.

THE MYSTERY SOLVED.

His wife shriekea, waking up a2 widow,
w ho pulied a fire alarm. Three policemen
and =2 motorcycle man came running
Neighbers came out to cry and to lecok on
A boy ran in his nightshirt to get the
Bellev ambulance. Then somebody said
the v hed man must have fallen into a |
cnal hole; the policemen found the hole,
#tretched themselves down in a human

chain and pulled him out safe and sound. |

“The $train of the stars will be most |
verely feit in America. The people of |
A""" ica will have to pay dearly for all!
ir riches and sudden pro sperity. With |
the coming of another come! disaster will |
desce upon America. |
A financial crasn is impending. to be
followed hy a long train of suicides. Black |
rulis 18 n will commit all manner -)f;
crimes and knaveries for money
The times are swaving toward degen-
i We are swinging within the evil|
Ineilee of a strange orbit. Our SO n_rpi
iarred from their oper bhearings |
*1 dare not say all that is revealed to me. i
It would bhe too terribie
BOOTH'S DIRE WORD.
’
thousands® of persons who
be worried by a dozen Mme.
de s have been alarmed to hear
hat such a kindly disposed old man as
General! Ballington Boo commander in ]

chief of

with sfmilar resuits, |

horrors, any disaster |

that ever gone bhefore |
— gs will be wound up. Besides a|
deluge of water sweeping parts of the |
world and i inhabitants, there will be

fierce destruction by fire for others.”
To help matters along certain newspapers

have « up a mass

information describing how if the earth

we it by comet it would blow up Hlke f
a firecracker, burn like a pinwheel and |
flatten like a squashed strawberry.

Meankind was also assured that if the comet

got within twenty million miles of us it
would raise a tidal wave eleven thousand
feet high, which would pull up the oceans

the roots, sweep the globe and drown
all its int tants, except u on the tops
of the Alps, the Rockies, the Andes and
the Himalayas

Then an
in the comet’s tail Cyanogen, We were
reminded, is second cousin to prussic acid
to a family of « v poisons
one of which might rain down from the
!v. bucketfuls and finish us. Also, by |

THERB WAS FEAR IN CHICAGO.
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* and the human race seemed
chance of dyving together in
one vast manifestation af amusement. For
astronomers have been busy as-
suring the public that the comet does not
have mass enough to raise a tidal v o
and that if x'rP earth should plough
h the mi of its tail our whole
at'xusx}‘r‘ \\um-l not collec cyvanogen

enough to make a mouse

All these disqui h had
‘ﬂu" on the Most per-
sons irse, look upun the comel as
nothing an interesting neighbor,
but miilions of others who wili ‘
sleep sou r when it has gone by i
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a week or two ago the \n\
dark in midafternoon. 1In!
was like late dusk, and in-
and offices, the people
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But the strain had been too at. In o 2910
his excitement x?‘)nhnh Mc(’;ra:n Jgﬁdbm(—nidm”h\' inighie rmeln AT tn ‘“'“e f“_ml
off the last half inch of pipe ' with pray™mg congregations, who 'fmnedl
stem, and r be quite so sweet that the comet had come to bring the fnd l 3
| of the world. It rained for a week in New |

to him again.

But there is worse coming to John Mec-
Grath and all the rest of us if we believe
the alarmists. The prophets were eariy on |
the ground. They have foretold strikes,
wars, suicides, plagues, earthquakes, the
end of the world, fires, fioods, famines. If

one human soul of us gets out alive we will |

be doing a= well as car be expected under
the circumstances.

A fair example of what prophet can do
under comet pressure is the prediction made
last January by Mme, de Thebes, a French
astrologer foretold the Paris

a
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1910, she said, “will be one
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! York. That was ascribed to the comet,
and some

the beginning

Notes

uneasy

too, |
ones feared it was only
of the final deluge that was

Some alarmists have held that the body

{ to overwhelm us depict this wholly imaginary catast
On another day, in Bermuda, it rained ink | ————— —
—so at least the Bermudians called the gary, eral weeks ago.
lack stuff that fell and stained their roads In a his death
and houses. The natives were stricken he s wis to be
with downright panic at the miracle and burne he ed not
f 1 > No explanation of the llve last € an Ohio

n has yet ,V.:-cm found, except that it ! farmer we insai and AT that the
may have been caused by volcanic ashes in com«t would finisi vorid on T
the air. An e.anz:q.:ake struck Costa Rica whi vould, 1 gureq ere
and gave 1t 118 shakes in 120 minutes, a with the state ies Ve to be
slight warning of the greater disaster whicl el the nex « Si Was
overtook the town of Cartago on Wednes- short

There, too, the negroes crowded the  m:
or gathered in cowering groups s

arc their “voodoo’ doctors, who ' sm
F“*l*l-ﬂ‘ out verbal charms and prayed i
their =acred dolls to save the people from a«
the fiery death

One e, least, hiss been ¢ by
the comet l.ouis Toma, a well-to-do iand
owner of Pegolz, near Budapest, in Hun- :destr

ONE OF THE TERRORS OF HALLEY’'S COMET WHICH

waves and engulf all the habitaticns of man that were not situated on lofty mountain tops.

IS NOT AT ALL LIKELY TO BE REALIZED.

of the comet would strike the earth and that then the seas would rise in boiling
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Cne Kills Himself and

Many Others Do
0dd Things Less
Foolish.

felt the quickening. too, dusted out theip
front windows, and many
s0ld off their stocks
glasses, and even opera g
Alre the” corfiet t

1 paper a piece that said the comet made g
its ‘‘perihelion passage”™ on the night of
April 19 at 11 o'clock, sastern stand-
ard time. She dldn't know what a peri- |
helion passage was, just exactly, but it
must have besn settled just about 11
o'clock—the engagement. of course., not the
other—because it was only a-well, only a
little while afterward when she loc ked at
the clock. A little bit of a while. Now
mizhtn’t that mesn scmething perfectly
dreadful was going te happen to one of
them, and could they be happy together,
and would she have to break the engage-
ment for their own good? She would hate
to, awfully.

A timid Catheolic woman

breathless. She knew
ceme, but the astrologer seemed to
| a great deal about the stars A it
:h true that the comet mad roubls
| between Mr. Roosevelt and She
| was a great admirer of Mr Yoser S0
| was her husband; it grieved them that two
!s':l‘h great and good men should seem to
| misunderstand each other so Even the
‘4'1'.1;:‘01\ might feel the e ence of
comet, for she had read er t
the great Pope Calixtus IIT

put into the mass asking d

“the Devil, the Turk and the Comet

SOME GRAVE ACC USATICNS.

She was perfectly us in her qu
tions. so the astrolog id. He would not
savy as much for the man who wantet o
blame the comet for the high cost of mng
and the Chantecler hat.
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abroad
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ferred above the first. So it is not strange
that Halley's poor namesake is laden with
kind of iate hours that

blame for every
this pany-sided city makes its people keep

yomers of

They even say that the as!
Herald Sauare and thereabouts have dis-
covered that a poker game started with
Pll:e purpose of breaking up at mi idnight at
| the latest. gives the observer an excellent
| view of the 3 o'elock comet on his W
home. So much scientitic zeal has been de-
veloped that the poker chip dealers of that
region have suffered a run on their stocks,

When the New York seers eame to pro-
phesy, they did not agree with the Contl-
rental prophets nor with each other. Thus
Mme. Rique, who has prophesied early and
often and who once foretold a Bryan de-
feat, interprets it in this fashion:

“The comet, with its orb of rays, w 1

touch and break the orb of rays about the

earth. Earthly affairs will be profoundiy
shaken. Each corner of the human tri-
angle will be moved; pelitical, social and
religious tronbles wlill break

“America will feel a terr 1 ial dis-
turbance. The country, will not have a for
eign war, but strikes and labor troubles
will rend the land. I should not be sur-
prised to see the Union split asunder into

| two rival and warring na
| “New York is the greatest e of pul-

wav

sation upon the globe. These es of pul
sation travel through and around the ea
and come back at last to their source.
je It urges the

| earth is moving faster
ion. The comet will trouble the swift
ment of these mighty forces.
“So, at the end of three, of five or of
seven years, when the waves reach

focal point, New York will be overtaken

rophe. The Sket {a greater catastropne than ever over-
. e et e TR U it | et e b e o A ! whelmed a city. An earthquake will bri
missionaries published a pamhlet, showing )ancial affairs are concerned. | down our great buildings. They will lle n
by a diagram that the comet could not pos- better known of the cult ad- | windrows like grass where a- mower |
sibly strike the earth, and millions of copies in the last three weeks he had | been mowing. Fire will complete the wo
were circ ted. Still the comet was - for more than twice as |l may not say how many thousands will
garded by many as a sign of bloodshed and isual | die.”
destruction. The dispatches show that the had to ask, 100_1 TBLBSCOPE TRADE BRISK
throughout the late anti-foreign riots in f them. Most of the inquirers | ;
Hu-Nan Province the leaders aro more or less on | But. after all, the comet appeals to most
mobs ny appeals to the sword- \ to know whether | Americans through their curiosity rather
in the sky 3 =2 to be burned up. | than through their superstition. For the
Once Yol would probably ! last two months, for imstance, there
WARMED TO ASTROLOGERS. A= ¢ of their friends and rela- | been a marked picking up m the telescope
lut here in New York signs of ti t it e [ !!—v for the dark futura { trade. Dealers say that more of the higher
not far to seek. The rol - 2 e At Others had private grades of telescopes, valued at from $0 to
rst, as was natura s & {3300. have been sold in that time than dur-
tioug people flo lem : 3 site Ing ture came with | ing the last two years. The cheaper sorts
was wéll in view £ . x 1 » she was-all worked | had a brisk sale, and a downtown hardware
advice on 9 et }—she had been—anyhow, | house put out a telescope with a cardboard
rI ifon on s 1 8 y s rd—had 1 i to her on the | tube which sells at $1. The pawnshops
for astrologers a € € ng April 19 she saw in

When a comet comes but once i
five vears, it is only natural for folks to |
w to see it This comet is only out 0
ba seon hereabouts at 3 o'clock in the morn-

¥ ercoat ATS ¥aiting
l¢ iled tube, and one squinting
torough it street that runs towasd
the dawn he feet of the bright-
ning Metrog er,
1stronomers, who have spoiled
pretty fancies about the ¢omer,
idled even here T sav .
T ‘teleseope object at a’
ook at and enjoy wita
eye All that one needs to ses
: st i= 1 good eye and a roof
vith a clear outlook to the horizon
York, too, there was a rain of
= is was the comet's work be-
nd d Ever newspaper, almost

nter's ink flow-
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TEE ‘‘OMINOUS PERIL."”’

Flaming black and orange volumes about

earth.

“The Ominous Peril in Our Sky” eoutshine
ili the wild magazi oloring on the new--
smoke with

<
prophec od and fire.

Cami Flammarion, the French =~
tronomer, when he was years younger
than he is no was moved in an anguard-
ed moment to write a deseription of the
earth being burned up by a comet. It was
so lurid, so immensely, so satisfying!y

s at rals have rep ted 1t
ever whenever there yeen the
least provocation It is especi popular
in America, because it nas a scientific

then, the Frenchman gai-

fornia girl the honor
ope ‘onger than any
ng world.

z to h

1er tele
in his

astronomer bur

Those ck 1 orange volumes givs
food for an interesting yposition about
comets, It rehearses all the superstit
that have attacl to ¢ 2ts since the
days of ti patriarchs, the  plagues,
earthquakes, famines, wars and the rest
that have accompanied the last twenty-five
appe es of Halley's particular
sinece th B ., With three differer
ends of 1. one of which it can
hardly time, and then the book
closes with an inscription on the last page
in Latin verse

It is t monkish C1i Latin
dle Ages, Latin that would st 3
hair en end and make m look the
twin bro of a comet, but it I8 Iatin
notwith And this is a free trans
lation ther ﬂnl

‘Happening AFTER fthis or that is not
‘always happening BECAUSE of it." So t
old philosophers have told us Use the
same good rule about these comet marvels

- you ask me, ‘have you toid
us all this about earthquakes, floods and

stil screaming prophets, wars,

1 of mighty monarch

u really want to k the reason
my gentle reader? Well, here is: THE
WORLD LIKES TO BE TAKEN IN."

Han 1bbs—I'm skittish about them
over my house; s’ pose one
n plum on the roof?
can’'t help thinkin" that
itain’ rods m.l be ov some
~Boston Hera
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