
Striking evidence of the cosmopolitanism

of Xow York Is to he found in the revolu-

tion in the programme of society caused by

the death Of Kine Edward. Aside from the
fact that he had many personal friends
unions the fashionable set here, his demise
entails an entire change of plans on the
part of hundreds who could not boast of
any personal acquaintance. It had been
expected that th»» London season would
prove exceptionally brilliant and that the
festivities In connection with the visit of
Theodore Roosevelt -.<\u25a0.. «lwith the Interna-
tional Horse Show at Olympla would have
contributed in no small decree to the gay-
ely. On this account numbers of wellknown
persons here had leased either houses^ in
Mavfair or apartments In the smartest Lon-
don hotels for May. June and July.

"
In-

doed. the London season gave promise of
proving more American than ever, with no
less than three Anglo-American weddings

at which royalty had promised to appear.
King Edward's demise changes all this.
England in general, and Knsllpb society in
particular, has been plunged Into the deep-

est mourning. Months must elapse before
there Is any general resumption of Kayety.

and the London season Is virtually dead.
The Yesult of this will hp to.cause Ameri-
cans to cancel thHr projects for spending

tilts next few months In the British metrop-
oils and of recuperating afterward at
Muricubatl. basking in the sunshine of Brtt-
1-ih royalty. Finding England wrapped in
klootti. they will hasten home In search of

a move cheerful atmosphere. London loss.
however, will be the gain of Newport and
of other fashionable American summer re-
sorts. which may look forward to the most
brilliant and

'
above all, to the most ex-

ten«?ed season In many a long year.

Racing at Belmont Park Is the most pop-
ular Teature of the early summer suburban
season, It begins on Thursday next, and
will he made the occasion of much gayety
In all the neighboring portions of Long
Island, most of the country places within

NEW YORK SOCIETY.

IN WASHINGTON SOCIETY.
IFrom The Trib-ne Bureau]

Washington, May 7.
—

Colonel and Mrs.

Robert Rooseveit had dining with them at
the Chevy Chase Club to-night Captain an<l
Mrs Carpenter, Mr. and Mrs. E:j>rtdge

Jordan. Miss Tety. Miss Mahan. of War-
renton. Va.. their hoiwe guest: Captain N'ea!
ami Lieutenant Camperlo. Italian naval at-
tache

1.
A number of other dinner parties were

entertained it the club to-niglit to insti-
tute the usual spring and surnrrfer series of
dollar table d'hote dinners for which the
cluV is famurs. Gardner Bell had a large
parry of debutantes dining with him.

Rear Admiral and Mrs. Richardson Clover
art preparing to close their Washington

house and go to their fruit ranch in Cali-
fornia for the summer.

Baroness KorfT. a graduate of Bryn
Mawr. now visiting her parents. Rear Ad-
miral anil Mrs. Van Reypen. in this coun-
try, took a large party to Philadelphia to-
day to attend the plays at Bryn Mawr. In
the party were Baroness Uchlda. wife of
the Japan*..-''- Ambassador; Mrs. A. C. Bar-

ney, actsa nmi*gJTlH Bfacei daughter of
the Secretary of Commerce and Labor; Mr.
an.l Mrs. Herbert Knox Smith, and a num-
ber of drls from the Cathedral School and
Miss IfederlSi'a whool.

THE CABINET.
[From The Tribune Bureau. 1

Washington, May 7.--The Secretary of
the Treasury and Mrs. Mac.Veagh enter-

tained at dinner tomight Senator Polliver.

the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury' and
Mrs. Norton. Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Noyes.

Mrs. John Phillips.Mrs. Philip H- Sr*.*ri.lan,

Miss Frellnghuysen. of New York: Mr. and
Mrs. Charles MacVeagh. of Htm
Henry C. Emery. L«e McClung and Chat-

field Taylor, of Chicago.

The Secretary and Mrs. MacVeagh have

a.s a guest their nephew. Charles Mac-

Veagh. of New York, who Joined his wife
at the MacVeagh home to-day for the week
end.

The Secretary- of the Na\'y. Mrs. Meyer

and the Misses Meyer will go to New Yr»rk

for the launching of the Florida on Thurs-
day.

THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS.
[FVm The Tribune Bureau.)

Washington, May 7.
—

The British flag has

floated at half mast from the embassy

building all day, and messages of sym-

pathy and words of praise from the friends
of the late King have poured In from all
sources. Mrs. Bryce will pom the ambas-

sador at the embassy to-morrow.
The Ambassador from Japan and Bar-

oness Uchlda, who were to have given a
reception at the embassy to-night in hon»T
of M. Tsuchiya and more than fifty Japan-

ese tourists in this country, at which Prince
Tokugawa was also to have been prese.it,
postponed the affair on account of the death

of. King Edward.
The Minister from Sweden was a member

of the house, party which accompanied

Senator dv Pont to his country estate. Win-
terthur, Delaware, to remain over Sunday.

Gregory Wilenkln. who was financial at-

tache to the Russian Embassy for several
year while Count Cassini was ambassador,

has returned to Washington, in company
with lime. Wilenkln. The latter \u25a0was al-
ways interested in the local charities, and
her .hildren lent a picturesque effect to x
number of ?rxtertainments.

Lieutenant yon Ernst, of the German
embassy, willentertain one hundred guests
at a picnic luncheon at Pierce Mill. Rock
Creek Park, to-morrow.

Mr. and Mrs. T. Suffern Taiter will xo
to Newport on June Ia* open their iMS
there for the season.

Mr. »nd Mrs. Lawrencv !?\>ift have re-
ntmod from their wedding trip aivi are tnm
guests of Mrs. Swift -» parents. Mr. and
Mrs. Randolph Hurry. No. -C Lexington

avenue.

The Ladies" Kernel Association of Amer-
ica, of which Miss Anna Sands Is president,

willhold a two-days' bench show for 4ege

of all breeds on the fair grounds at Mine-
ola on Wednesday. June 1. and Thursday,

June -. Tlie committee has already secured
a long list of valuable, gold, silver and
bronze trophies to be awarded as ?rt->? .
and the judges willinclude J. J. Helj of
L>onc.iater. and MldgelyMarsden. of Man-
chester, the former a specialist In terriers
and the latter in hounds and Pomeranian?,

who are coming over from England es-
pecially for the -affair.

Mr. and Mrs. Stuyvesa.nt Fish W. opca

their country place at Garrison, N. T., on
May^l. and will remain until July. MBiSS
they willgo to Newport for the remainder
of the season.

Mr. and Mrs. G<sor<?<» J. Gould are Kv>:<M
to sal! for Europe on May 21.

W. Mae!Ceill RAdoTn^Ui and Miss Eieanw
Rodewald are spending the week end at
Tuxedo.

Mr. and Mrs. George G. Mason have fone
to Tuxedo for the season.

Week-end parties at Hemp-tead. Roslyn,
Wcstbury and other places In that particu-
lar set of f/ong Island are In progress^ t3-
day In connection

'with yesterday's ra? 9
meeting of the Meadow Brook Hunt Cln!>,
which was followed by much festivity at
the Meadow Brook Clab ho»w». Th«» rae*

;meeting of th« Rockaway Hunting Clnjja^'
Cedarhurst yesterday a week ago »*« fol-
lowed by the announcement on """Tnrmgaj

;of- the engagement of Miss Mary Harrtman• to Charles ccary Rumsey. th* young BQfl»j»
t sculptor, who had distinguished himself by
!winning several of the events, and sp«mla>
!tlon Is rife as to whether yesterday's rac-

ing at Westbury will not be produeilv# c?
the publication of some analogous matri-
monial alliance.
"

Miss Mary Harrlman's wedding to Csarl«»
Carv Rumsey will take- place. In Jus*.
but will be very sxnail and quiet, as th«

;family is Indeep mourrmg for the death
!last September of E. Henry Harriman. It

will take place at Arden. N. V.. th» coun-
\ try horn© of Mrs. Harrhnan. and after a
; short honeymoon trip In the West the nww-
jly married couple will return to Afden,
iwh*»r» they willap*nd most of the summer.
iMrs. • Harriman and her daughter Mtse
Carol Harriman Trill also leave for tin
West shortly after th» wedding and wtll

i sail for Hawaii to spend some time is
!Honolulu. Mrs. Harrlman left the city c^

• Friday In her private car for New Haven
and Groton. She stopped at the former
place yesterday to se«» her son, AvereTl

|Harriman. who Is at Tale, and after dining
iwith him In her private car she went en to
Groton. and Is spending to-day withRoland

\u25a0 Harriman.

Miss Elizabeth Bertron, who Is to be
married to Snowden A. Fahnestcck an Jan*

\ I. will have for her maid of honor Miss
!Eleanor Butler Alexander, the nance> of

Theodore- Roosevelt, Jr.. and her brides-
maid^ willbe >I:ss Harriet Alexander. Itlsw

jHelen Coster and Miss Annie Douglas

|Graham. Gibson Fahnestock. Jr.. 4
will b*

Ihis brother's best man. and the ÜBh»rs will
\u25a0 Include Howland S. T-avls. R. Thornton
j Wilson, Francis George Burke Roche and
!Edward Blodget. The reremony will be>
!performed at 4 o'clock at the home of th«
bride's parents. Mr. and Mrs "Samuel Read-

: ing Bertron, No. 45 West 54th street, and
a reception will follow.

Many will go on to OysVr Bay on Sat-
;urday morning next by special train to at-

tend the wedding there of Miss L>orrarae<
jRoosevelt \u25a0to Langdon Warner, of Boston.

IThe ceremony will be performed at th«
!country place of Mrs. J. West Roosevelt,

the mother of the bride, who will be given
away by her brother, Oliver Wolcott Roose-

\u25a0 velt. Miss Janet Dana. Miss Ruth Draper,

iMiss Margaret Roosevelt. Miss Laura
Chanler and Miss Alice Parker will b«
the bridesmaids, and the ushers will con-
sist of Nicholas Roosevelt. Ralph W. Page.

James Sherman Pltkin. William James, Jr..
Francis W. Peabody, Gardiner Brown
Perry, Arthur W. Pag© and Whitcorrb

:Field. The best man willbe Roger Sher-

man Warner.

Miss Helen Friths engagement to Hen-
1 drlk Hudson, which was announced only

Ithe other day. has been quickly followed
Iby the issue of the Invitations to the wed-
;ding, which Is to be very quietly celebrated

\u25a0 on,Thursday week at the home of th*

!bride's father. Edward Frith, In West 37tft

\ street. Miss Louise frith, a sister: &ffsa
IAnne Gardiner and Miss Antoinette Heck-
1 schtr -will be the only bridal attendant?.
!Hans Kierstede Hudson will act as his
ibrother's best man. and the ushers will

\u25a0 consist of Rowland Stebblns. Alfred Was-
:staff. Jr.. Walter KasM and C. Alan Hud-
| son. The bridegroom, who win give Mi

jfarewell bachelor dinner at Sherry's on''
Saturday night." Is one of the three sons
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles I. Hudson. of this
city, who are also identified with th* Long

Island set. having a place at Westbury.
.—.
—

Mrs. M. Orme Wilson. Mr*. Stuyvesant

Fish. Mrs. Charles M. Oelrlchs. Mrs. Fran-
icis Burrill Hoffman and Mrs. 141 1 P. Mor-
jton are in charge of the booth of the New

i York Anti-Vivisection Society, at the Ac-'
tors' Fund Fair, which opens to-morrow la

Ith© 71st Kegirr.ent Armory. Mr?. Jam**
;Speyer, assisted by a score of debutante*

:of the last winter and of young girls who
•are to come out next season, including Miss
Eleanor Mortimer. Miss Leila Haven. Miss

!Caroline Demorest. Miss Vivien Gould.'
Miss Evelyn Witherbee and Miss Na;a'. •

|Howland. Is \u25a0 charge of the flower booth.
iThe patronesses comprise Mrs. Cornelius
:Vanderbilt, Mrs. Stuyvesant Fish. Mr*.
!Edmund L. Baylies. Mrs. John R. Drexel.

Mrs. Francis K. Pendleton and Mrs. Will-
|iam Jay.

rr if .'!• distance of the track havlas or-
ganized house parties in connection- wlt;-i
th<; opening. In fact, some of th« Mnaitrj
Brook colony, such as. for Instance. Mr.
and Mrs. Harry Payne Whitney, hays re-
turned from Europe specially In order to
be present at the initial meeting en Thurs-
day, while Mr. and Mrs. August Belmom,
jr.. are on their way home from Italy,
where they have been wpcndtng their honey,
moon, and are expected here by Wednesday
next.

Mr. and Mrs. Horace Russell will open

their country place at Southampton. l.<>ng
Island, at the end of this month.

Mr. and Mrs. John K. Farsons have Ml
town for tSielr country place -it Harrison.
N. Yft where" they "will remain until June
1, whlb they wljlgo to Un^.

Mrs. Frank K. SturgU opened CUpston
Granga this week. Mrs. Sturgi? delif in

IN THE BERKSHIRES.
[«>• T>l»frraph to Th« MmMI

!,rnn.\, Mass.. May 7.—Folia** »ntl itrss*
!ar« thre*1 Wt4ka earlier m the Berkshire* th«»
.ypftr than last, and th.» season m Ih* »****-

;tttgea is rorronnondinßly early, tt 1« u.«u-
ally Memorial Day before th# gait cluoAntl
the imatltiK club are open, but t.iis year
there is already considerable gulf p!avis£.

iami lake tailing at the CVBSiaMJi has oeen
indulged in.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Woodward Haven are
among the early arrivals. They are occu-
pying this year tsgjkMMßj in .*<HkfclMSJ*
which Mr. Haven bought last year of Mlm
Emily Tuckennan. of Washington. He baa

made extenaivo changes in the villa an*
on the property.

'
AT THE WHITE HOUSE.

[From The Tntwne Bureau.]
Washington. May 7.-The President con-

ferred with a numbtr of Senators ana
House leaders, as well ,i*

'
the Attorney

General, to-rlay about the railroad meas-
ure. President Taft fe-lshe can spare no
more time away from the^capital at pres-
ent, and has cancelled hls»enga?ements to

speak at the labor meeting of the Presb y"

•\u25a0Minn Church at Atlantic City.on May 22.

It Is more than probable that his Western
engagements for the early part of June will

also be cancelled. ..-;.*,..,
The Jaoanese Ambassador introduced to

the President Prince Tnkuzawa. president

of the Japanese House of Peers. The dele-
gation of fifty Japanese who are making a

world tour to study business and industrial
conditions were also received by. Mr. Taft.

Governor Gillett, with a delegation of

Callfornlans. called on the President to

discuss the plan to hold an International
exposition In San Francisco In 1915 to cele-
brate the opening j of the Panama CanaL
President Taft invited his •visitors to dine

with him at the White House next
'

Wedne-

sday evening?.

Amone the President's callers were the

Secretary of War. the Secretary of #the
Navy, the Postmaster General. Senators

Carter. Curtis. Bradley. Flint. Perkins.
Lodze. Smith, 'of Michigan: Smoot. Dick
and Hale: Representatives JamieSon. Ford-
ney. Hamilton,- Kustermann. Wood. Alex-
ander. Burleson, raider, Beßnet, Dwi*ht.
Gardner, of New Jersey: Smith,, of Iowa;

Weeks. Townsend, Young, Davidson, Kahn.

Hayes, Fornes. Knowland. ('uip and Mc-

Gulre. and ex-Representatives Hepburn.

Gibson and Hearst.
The President and General Edwards went

horseback riding late fhls afternoon.
Mrs. Taft went to th* Potomac Driveway

in her touring car this afternoon, to the

Marine Band concert.
The President and Mrs. Taft attended the.

performance at the Columbia Theatre to-

night and had with them William Marshall

Bullltt. of Louisville who is their guest at

the White House. Captain Butt also ac-

companied the party.

Mrs. Taft issued Invitations to-day for

the second of her series of garden parties

or. Friday. May 13.

A good deal of study has' been given

to the problem of lessening the damage

i.irthquakes work. Japan has gone fur-
tier than any other nation in tho world
toward finding a solution. She has de-
vised a type of cottage with a 6uujdv>t-

l.v elastic frame to withstand a severe
shaking. A few buildingb of this class
i>re KHid to b.'ivA undergone the test «/f
experience and to be earthquake proof.
Ap the material Of which they are COB*

structed is wood or bamboo, the struct-
ures are not fireproof as well. Yet by
treatment with chemicals they oould be
made to acquire a high power of resist-
ance to flames, and the most serious ob-

THE (SHOCK IN COSTA RIGA.
Though the effects of the earthquake

hi Costa "Rica are not yet fullyknown, it

i» now evident that the loss of life has
been greater than was at first estimated.
It is probable that thy number of the
dead will range between 1.500 and 'J.<X)O.

The largest mortality occurred at Car-
lago, which had a population of about
10,000. Ifthe shock had been felt with
equal severity at Kan Jose", a city with
lour times as many inhabitants, ->f
course a much more distressing story
would have been told. As it Is, the event"

will long be memorable in the republic
oi which it was the scene and which
has had many experiences of the kind
before, though the latest disturbance has
probably not been paralleled for many

3ears. - * »?

In the case of George V. however,
there is and has been no ground for
apprehension nor Indeed for anything

other than favorable er*ieetatton. That
w so for various reasons. His inherit-
ance was good. His early training and
associations. In the home of his parents
and at the court of his grandmother,
were in the highest degree admirable.
His habits in mature life, as a husband
and fathpr. have been exemplary. His
hearing as prince and heir apparent, both,
toward his father's court and toward the
nation and empire, has been irreproach-
able. He is commonly accredited with :i

more conservative and less democratic
temperament thsn his father possessed,
yet he was fa prime favorite with his
shipmates in rho nnvy and lie lias never
lacked unaffected affabiilty toward ail
with whom he has come into contact,
v.!;ile he has more than oinjp publicly
dweJt upon the necessity of sympathy
between rulers and the ruled. Ifhe has
not always displayed the alert and versa-
tile interests which so engagingly char-
acterised his father, he has manifested
;t sagacity and a sobriety of judgment
which are most reassuring and auspi-
cious. Two personal fads, moreover,
greatly endear him to the Hritish people.
One is that he has been a sailor prince.
Intimately and creditably associated with
that service which is traditionally dear-
est to the British h<?art- The other is
tlj.if lie is happily married to one of f.he
most admired und beloved of native
English princesses.

He succeeds to the throne not only nt
a time of bereavement, as indeed heredi-
tary sovereigns almost invariably must
do. but also at n time of peculiar stress
and trial in the affairs of his kingdom.
It if? a time of intense fwreign rivalry
in certain directions, and of extraordi-
nary flux in domestic politics. There has
been irrepressibly raised the most im-
portant constitutional issue since the
Stuart days, an issue so transcendent i*
to make references to revolution

—
not, of

course, dynastic— seem scarcely exagger-
ated. Into the controversies of partisan
polities, even when constitutional issues
are involved, the sovereign is not sup-
posed to be drawn. But years within our
memory have demonstrated more than
once the immense value of the service
which a constitutional sovereign can con-
stitutionally perform in political crises.
(Jrave responsibilities and heavy burdens
are thus confronting the new King, but
happily there 1b a promise that he will
be competent to deal with them credit-
aJMy to himself and profitably to the
nation. For several years his association
uith bis father has been particularly in-
timate, not merely in personal, domestic
and social affairs, but perh.'.pg even more
notjiMy in affairs of state, and the ac-
cord between them hap beea complete.
There is ihus eaose for expectation that
he will prove himself the successor not
only to his Gather's throne, nut also to
those wine aud benevolent policies which
made the brief reifcn of Edward VII so
fruitful of good to England and the
world.

GEORGE V.

The proof of a ruler, to adapt a fiom Jly

proverb, is in his rule. There is inevita-
bly much speculation concerning the dis
position and conduct, as a King, of
George V. which intrinsically is specula-
tion and nothing more. The reign and it
alone will reveal the sovereign. Itmay.
however, be said with confidence that
such speculation may properly be marked
with a large degree of optimism. And
that AvonId be the ease even if our
knowledge of the King were less favor-
able than it is With kings and emperors,
as with presidents and governors and
mayors, it is generally true that upon
Th.ir accession they rise at least toward
if not to the height of their office. We

could cite several conspicuous examples
in re<"em years, in Europe and in Amer-
ica, iv which occupants of important

offices hay.- happily disappointed appre-
hension and have filled their places with
unexpected satisfaction.

Mr. Tawney. who has prepared the
provision inserted in the sundry civil
appropriation bill, has carefully avoided
the pitfalls which coufrcnt attempted
new legislation in an appropriation bill.
The paragraph drawn by him does not

violate the House rule against general

legislation, since itonly defines, in plain
language, what the president and the At-
torney General have declared to be the

intent of the present law. Mr. Tawney

i" not a member of the Ways and Means
Committee of the House, but he undoubt-
edly has acted with the knowledge and
consent of that committee in extending

the functions of the Tariff Board.* The
reparation thus made, for last year's

blunder is ample as well as honorable,

for so long as the board has power to
determine the cost of production here
and abroad, and to submit through*

the President to Congress information
needed or guidance in fixing the proper

measure of protection, itmakes little dif-
ference whether the body created is
called a tariff commission or has to get

along under some other official designa-
tion. Tf the senate adopts the Tawney

provision, ]»opular opinion will be satis-
fled and an important feature of Presi-
dent Taft's legislative programme, will
be carried Into effect.

ability to meet .popular opinion by re-
versinf themselves and giving the Tariff
Board not only a liberal allowance for
txpeni«es. but the broadest and most defi-
nite authority to determine cost both at
the place of production and at the place
of consumption.

This intention was happily frustrated
by tie inexpertness of those who redrew
the Senate amendment. Itie President
found in the. Payne law sufficient au-
thority to set the Tariff Board at work,

not only at ascertaining whether discrim-
ination was being made by foreign coun-
tries against the commerce of the United
States, but at determining the difference

in cost of production here and abroad
*>t article pubjoot to a protective duty.

The country has heartily sustained the

President In hla interpretation <sf the
law and In hit* purpose to use the agen-

cies provided by •**» Payne law " <-urry

oat the pledge of the Republican national
platform that th*' difference in cost of
production here and abroad, with a rea-

sonable allowance of profit to the domes-

tic producer, EhalJ be th« measure of

protection given on every dutiable arti-

cle The leaders cf tie House snow their

THE TAWXEY AMENDMENT.
The provision made by the Boose Ap-

jiropri:itionKCommittee for the continu-
r.nco of (be work of .tlv» Tariff Board

and the gj«"*ifie enlargement of the

duties of tbnt board to fitthe President's
desires and hi? interpretation of tbe Tar-
iff Board section sf ti' Payne law are
a gjenereos confession of error on the
put of th'- Republican, leaden in the
rfaBirr of Hum iim n<illI'll Undoubtedly
the responsibility for the emasculation of
the Senate amendment to the House
tariff bill creating a full fledged tariff
commission rests chiefly on the con-
ferrees representing the !louse. If they

had le^'ii broad minded enough last
August to accept the Senate amendment
hh it t,,,Mj tljpro <«oul<l have been no

question as to tit" scope Of the powers
granted to tbe board of experts which

iv*1President was authorized to appoint.
Rut jealousy of fee interference In tariff
legislation of an agency attached to the
executive branch prompted the leaders
In the House, through the conferrees, to

assist in a. rewriting of the Senate
amendment which was meant to luce
th" proposed tariff commission to »
mpro nullity.

RETIRED WORDS.
Time was when the editors of diction-

aries weir- exclusive, when a word claim-
ins admission must present unimpeacha-
ble credentials, but that time is ho more.
From an aristocratic literary club, the
dictionary has been changed into a cen-
sus, which presents growing numbers as
if they were of, necessity increasing
riches over which we should rejoice. The
chief aim of modern dictionary makers
is to surpass all their predecessors in
quantity. No word is too obscure, none
of too doubtful origin,none too uncertain
a risk so fur as its "expectation of life"
is concerned to fail or inclusion. In their
enthusiasm for numbers the publishers
of these increasingly ponderous tomes
have 'even been known to "pad" the re-
turns by counting variants in spelling as
separate' words.

Tho constant enlargement of the ter-
minology of industry and commerce, »li<>
professions, sciences and arts, of trades
and snorts lias necessitated the addition
of two new volumes to one of the best
and most comprehensive dictionaries

1
of

(lie English lnnjniagp. .So fnr, so good.
Wireless telegraphy, the airship and the
motor alone would suffice to prove the
necessity of these supplementary vol-
umes, not to mention "fauna! naturalism?
and the slang which its tie refuge of
Ignorance of the resources of the lan
guage, the, lazy debasing of a perfectly
sound coinage. But la it really not time
to set about removing from the record,
the terms which new and simplified
methods and processes In all fields r>f
human activity are constantly retiring
from active circulation? The number of
superannuated, useless technical words
that are kept artificially alive nowhere

The Oregon people are only just learn-
ing to use the initiative, and tlioro ap-
pears to be a tendency in eve y group
or locality which has some project at
heart that would he hopeless before the
Legislature to submit it to the whole
people of tho state. Normal schools are
initiating bills to revive themselves in
three different towns. Five new coun-
ties are trying to carve themselves out
of existing counties. There is an em-
ployers' liability measure urged by the
labor unions to be submitted to the
people; also a measure creating "peo-
ples inspectors." whatever they may be:
another for the payment of expenses of
delegates to the national conventions by
the taxpayers, and another providing
for the selection of such delegates and
of Presidential electors at direct prima-
ries We take our hat off to the popular
legislators of Oregon. If they keep up
their Interest they will soon vote on
Election Das upon as many bills as
come before a legislature in a session.
and tiic voters* gv.ide on legislative pro-
posals will be as big as Jin unabridged
dictionary.

/V SENATOR BOURNE'S STATE.
In Oregon, whose democratic system

of government Senator Bourne has just
eulogized, the voters are going to have
their patience put to an exceptional test
in the next election. We have watched
the progress of the initiative and refer-
endum in that state with much interest,

for the experiment there has been con-
ducted under favorable conditions. The
population is more than usually intelli-
gent' and has more than the usual- ca-
pacity, industry, patience or whatever it
is that is required to make a pure de-
mocracy successful. It reads a large
book about the various legislative pro-
posals submitted, makes up its mind and
votes upon everything with unabated
zest

—ht least with zest unabated hith-
erto

—
in general its decision has

been sensible
—

as sensible as might
be expected from the average legislature.

But is there no limit to the patience
and industry of the Oregon voter? At
the last election he hud to pass upon a
score of legislative proposals after di-
gesting a book as big as a "best seller'
setting forth their merits and demerit:?.
That was only an appetizer, so to speak.
This year, as we learn from "The Ore-
gonian," he will have about thirty pro-
posals before him.

If Americans Justly accord him pla^e

i- history because of bis services to bis
iivn empire, (hey will v.ith spontaneous
gratitude give him a listing place in
their sympathies and affections because
of liis attitude toward their country and
hi.'' services in promoting that solidarity
of the Anglo-Saxon race which is one of
tt<> most comforting and encouraging

features of the international status of
the world to-day.

EDWARD VII AND AMERICA.
The attitude- of the "ate King toward

America was properly not regarded as
O* primary importance in estimating his
character and career. A man's first duty

is to his own land, and the ruler of -i

state is chiefly to be judged by his con-
duct of the affairs of that state. Ifhe
managed them well b,e was a good ruler,

whether other nations loved him or not.
Tint as a secondary consideration a laud
naturally has regard for the relation?
which existed between a foreign ruler
and itself, and upon them; it inevitably

bases some of its sentiments toward him
and toward his memory.

In the present case there is no room
for doubt as to the cnaracter of those
relations. As Albert Edward, Prince of
miles, and jns Edward VII.King, Hie
late sovereign was a cordial and unai-
foetod friend of America and of .Ameri-
cans.. His kindly feelings toward this
country doubtless antedated his visit to
its shores, having been Inspired by the
teachings of his parents. In his mature
life he invariably showed marked hospi-

tality toward American visitors and an
intelligent and sympathetic interest in
American affairs. Even at a time when
among a certain "set"' in England, to
which he was by no means a stranger, it
was fashionable to treat America some-
what slightingly, if not with animosity.

he never permitted himself to be drawn
into such manifestations. During his
last years as prince and all through hi-
reign be was a conspicuous, efficient and
active factor in the solution of contro-
versial problems between the two coun-
tries and in the grateful task of uniting

Great Britain and America with far
more than forma] bonds.

.lection to wooden dwellings would thus
be effectually removed. Engineers and
architects have suggested other methods
of securing protection. Some of these
persons have proposed to prevent the
transmission of a shock from the foun-

dation to the superstructure of a build-
ing by introducing materials between
them which would act either as a cushion
or a lubricant. These ph'ns have a high-
ly impracticable look. None of them has
the recommendation of \u25a0 trial on a sig-
nificant scale. Until something better
than the Japanese system Is 'found, the
lesson furnished by the Island Empire.of
the East may well be heeded by those
countries which am afflicted as Costa
Hica has been.

WOULDN'T DARE SAY IT IN TEXAS.
From The Houston I'"-' > • *

A Philadelphia doctor comes • forth with
the old gag that a young man ought not
to kiss hi.i Buoethean. We do not belleva
in lynch law, but men, who offer such
idiotic miKgeatlonH ought to be hunted, and
there eeoma to be no way to do it accord*
ing to law.

That New York man who sold his wife
and »on» for $25 knew a cheaper way than
going to Reno.

AND HARDLY MORE SCANDALOUS.
From The Chicago New*

USEFUL EVERY TEN YEARS.
From The Syracuse Herald.

Th*» taking of the census every ten years
solves the question of what some people
are good for. They com* In handy to swell
the census totals. . \u25a0:

E. R. 1IOL.COMB.
New York. May fi, J3lO.

A PLAIN WARNING.
To the Editor of The Trii-une.•

Sir: Will you please allow me to <Hr*<?t
the attention of Tribune readers to the
timely and instructive article In "Pearson's
Magazine" for May by Dr. William Lee
Howard, entitled "A Plain Explanation
of the Greatest Social Evil"? The subject

treated is one about which a woful amount

of ignorance prevails, and M -would be well

for the present -and future generations If
every young man and woman in the land

could read it. as the information thus «>
Quired would save many of them from
much suffering, unhappiness. disease and
disgrace. The saying that ignorance is the

mother of misery is especially apt on t.iis
subject.

'.
Both the author and publishers in placing

this important matter before the publicand
warning the innocent and others of the dan-
gers to he shunned are doing a good work

toward bettering the health and morals of
the community at large.

Correspondent Discusses Points of In-

terest to Grand Opera Lovers.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: All lovers of grand opera must re-

joice both in Mr. Krehblel's critique and
the article signed "S. F. B." printed in your

columns on April 19. It cannot be too

strongly impressed ,on those in authority

that the public will not pay to hear "medi-

ocrity" and that great singers willnot con-

tinue to come to New York if they are sup-

ported (?) by such inferior artists. Battis-

tinl Anselmi. Titto Ruffo (the barytone of

world-wide fame) and others equally cele-

brated who are treated as kings whenever
they appear in public have never yet been

persuaded to visit us, nor willCaruso's ex-

perience this last year, when at times his

support was too bad to be mentioned, be

likely to terrpt them. Covers of music do

not wish the Metropolitan to follow in the

footsteps of the Scala or the Grand Opera

of Paris.
All will agree with Lamperti, as quoted

by Mr. Lawton, that correct breathing and
good pronunciation are essential for a great

singer, but Lampertl also said: "Ifmusic
demanded that tonal beauty should become

a secondary consideration the sooner we

come down to plain speech the better."
1 agree entirely with Signor Abramoff

that if a singer speaks only, to the "ear-

drums" he will never be a great artist, but
a beautiful, cultivated voice and an artistic
temperament will "appeal to the heart-

strings of an audience," even if their pos-

sessor be no more of an actor than Brignoll

himself. A great singer can move his hear-

ers by beauty of tone and
-

feeling when
they do not understand a single word. In

short, for opera, singing is the principal
thing. Good diction and correct acting are
also to be desired, but when acting is

made the first thing,as often happened this
last season in New York, it lowers the

standing of opera and "the judicious
grieve."

No one has a greater admiration for the

English language than myself, and Icannot
say -Iadmire the Italian as spoken, but the
greater preponderate of vowels in the lat-

ter tongue fits it above all others for sins-
ing. Ialso think with the signor that Eng-

lish Is better adapted for singing than
either French or German. Iwould encour-
age American talent to write librettos In
English, to be sung to scores composed by

Americans, bur If said operas are given in

our large opera houses Ithink the audi-
ences will be wofullv disappointed if they

expect to be able to understand the words.

PerhaDS the fact that Jean de Reszke
sane- in all four languages may account for
h's early retirement from the stage, while
Battistini. who has confined his efforts to

Italian alone, is still singing to crowded
houses, although long past sixty.

CLIFTON ELMS.
New York. May 2, 1910.

THE PLIGHT OF NICARAGUA.
To the Editor of The Tribune!

Sir: As an American who has served the
United States in Latin America, and who

Is therefore fairly well acquainted with

conditions in those countries. Iwould now

appeal to our broa 1 minded American
press to give a moment's thought to the

dire conditions against which our sister re-

public, Nicaragua, is struggling. War and
extermination have been her lot for many

months; ravaged lands, lost crops and sure

starvation now face this unhappy country.

President Taft and Mr. Knox have lately

given much thought to this situation, but I
still believe that an intelligent, free discus-

sion of the subject would aid us as a peo-

ple, as well as the unfortunate Ni<T-
raguans. >

Nicaragua Is a beautiful, prolific land.
and Ihave seen there, as well as in other
parts of Central America, thousands of
American planters, merchants, miners and
others peacefully and prosperously follow-
ing their various vocations, and, to my

mind, once peace is restored, there Is no
reason why the former condition of pros-
perity should not be re-established.

Let us as Americans now show that we
have some of the blood of our forefathers
and their love of right and freedom left
in our veins. **• C

New York, May 4, 1910.

"CANTOR, REX."

PiARLY CHAMPIONS.
The Hlttites were a likely team

In riays of long ngo.
They always won •
From Babylon

And beat out Jericho.
The Hittites were a slugging tram.

They never tried to bunt;
Prefened to ciout.
To line "em out.

And make the fielders hunt.

The Hittites were a batting? team,

And managers avow
They'd gladly sign
An entire nine

Of husky Hittites now.- Washington Herald.

Episcopalian* all over tho country will

be interested In the announcement that

the forthcoming convention of the
******

of Missouri the Right Rev. Dr. Daniel S.

Tuttle. the venerable head of that juris-
diction and the presiding Bishop of CM

Church in the United States W« Proba-
hly ask for a coadjutor. His People in

Missouri believe that Bishop Tuttle, no

longer young, should have some of the bur-

de** of diocesan work shifted to other

shoulders, leaving him more time to oe-
vote to the affairs of the Church at large.

Til never offer any more friendly ad-

cough up''-Louisvme Courier-Journal.

of the house, when tte saw tho score rards.
said to me: 'You lucky dog. a familiarity

which Iwould have resented had inot

been told that it was an American f;>nn

of speech. A few evenlnps later Iwas
looking on when the same4 boy- won :it

bridge, and, wishing to be as polite as be.
Isaid: 'What a lucky puppy" Th*n they

said a)i sorts of uncomplimentary thing?.

SJld T have been doubtful ever since whether
Iam still welcome in that set. Yours Is

a queer language.-' 1

"Mr. J'.jv>ii.-.-i has no social accomplish-
ment, has he?" •

'. ,
*

••Tho best variety. He can refup« to sing

and stick «<> 11
—

Cleveland leader.

A German on bin first visit to this coun-
try tells this pilthetiti aloty: "I watt here
a week or more when 1 presented a letter
of. introduction at one or your beautiful
homes, where Iwas at once nmdu wel-
come. One evening Iwas, invited there to
a bridge party, and won a nice bit of
money at*a L cent gamo. The young son

Hotelkeepcra in Dundalk, Canada, which

voted to close all drinking places, took re-

venue on the town in a novel way. They

built high fences around their inns and told
travellers to pass on and the townspeople

to find other places Jto hang out in. But the
citizens are game, and have set out to
maka the boycott Ineffective. They have
opened their • homes to visitors, and :are
preparing to provide sheda for termers'
teams, which have always been .adjuncts >>(

the hotels "Where there's a will to stop

liauor selllnc there's a way." is the town's
motto.

"Hush! Hush! my hoy, you mustn't call
your playmate a Miar."

"
"That's all right, ma. I don't really

mean it. We're playing government, and
I'm being investigated."— Detroit Free
Press.

"The fact that one of the waiters at a
fashionable New York hotel turned out

to be the owner of a hotel in Europe, who
wore a waiter's uniform for six months in

order to acquaint himself with American
hotel method.-, should not be looked upon

as remarkable," said the proprietor of a
large restaurant. "The English speaking
people are the best hotel patrons In the
world, and for many years the waiters in
English hotels have been known for their
bad English. They have been .and are
still young men from Germany and France

who work for small pay in order to learn

the language. The .sphere is limited,

however, in England, ami recently th.-
more ambitious have come to this country.
They return to their homes with a knowl-
edge of table d'hote English and tangible

evidence of the Americans' liberality in
the way of tips, which even hotel pro-
prietors or their sons in disguise do not
despise."

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

The feature of the recent socialistic j
mass meeting in favor of universal suf- i
frage for Prussia, held in Berlin, was \
the orderliness of this enormous crowd I

of more than one hundred thousand per- 1
sens. The German press. like "The Lon- I
don Spectator," ascribes this to "Prus-

'
«ian discipline and obedience.'' There Is

a German proverb to the effect that
'

"nothing is eaten so hot as it is cooked." 1
Itapplies admirably to the progressive ,

moderation of the socialistic programme,
so far as socialism can be said ever toI
have had a set programme. The moder- j
at ion of their plans seems to be grad-
ually cooling the behavior of socialist* j
everywhere. Steady reflection upon a
Utopian theory usually has this effect; i

so has active propaganda in its favor.

The Hon. William J. Conners stands
upon the order of his going in a fashion
which must be extremely wearisome to

the Hon. Charles F. Murphy.

The House of Representatives, through
its Committee on Appropriations, has
reduced the total carried in the sundry

civil appropriation bill $HJ,O<XMX>O below
the estimates submitted by the execu-
tive departments. This is an admirable
achievement in economy, equalling that
of the administration in reducing its es-

timates for the coming fiscal year below
the actual appropriations for this year.

What will happen in the Senate, where,
in addition to the other committee ma-
chinery, a magnificent engine of re-
trenchment has been constructed, the
overlordly Committee on Expenditures?
Will the sundry civil bill on its emer-
gence from the Senate carry $115,000,000

less or Jj-lO.'KtO.OOO more than when it

was reported to the House of Repre-

sentatives?

Another prophet has come to grief. It
has been the history of charlatanism,
however, that one is exposed and thrown
down only to make room for another.

We are glad to note the evidences of
prosperity on the part of Our Lady of
the Snows. We learn that a party of
enthusiasts from Vancouver has ordered
a little matter of $8,500 worth of seats
for the Jeffries-Johnson exhibition in
California two months hence. The Ca-
nadians, like our own people, are not
disposed to get on without the neces-
saries of life, even if they do come high.

Can the commuter get his salary raised
to meet his increased expenses forced
by the railroads to meet their increased
wage scale forced by the trainmen to
meet their increased cost of living?

And when that neis dictionary of obso-
lete words appears, it may be that some
discerning teacher of English will use
it in his work to the exclusion of all
others.

but In the dictionnrles must be surpris-
ingly large. Some day the mere weight

of numbers will force us to weed our
dictionaries, and to produce, perhaps,
some "Dictionary of Obsolete Mid-Nine-
teentli1 Century English," to set on tlie
shelf beside Professor Skeat's Anglo-

Saxon vocabularies.
'

The relation of this constant slough-

ing _off."process, to the accretions in the
language has never ;yet received proper
attention. It matters little when one,
term takes the place of two or three in

consequence of the) simplification of.some
mechanical or chemical process, or when
a shorter takes the plac» of a longer, less
felicitous one. Itmatters a great deal
when we see the golden words of Eng-

lish literature retired from circulation
to make room for baser coin. The vocab-
ulary* of the average man is not increas-
ing, it is merely changing, dropping new
words for old. That of the educated
youth of the day. on the other hand, is
actually deteriorating In quality with tire
progressive neglect §f the study of liter-

ature. The majesty of the Bible, the dig-

nity of Milton, the sturdiness of. Bunyan
from, which the passing generation of
Americans drew its vocabulary are giv-
ing way to the light allurements of,
slang, which, from a clever, game, has

been promoted to the practical dignity of
a labor saving device. That new diction-
ary of obsolete words is fated to contain
much that is noblest and strongest and
best, fraught with deepest . association
and meaniug, in the English tongue.

The "omnium gatherum" dictionary has
come to stay, however. Tt is not a bul-
wark against, but r.iaid to.the impov-
erishment of the language in all bui
numbers, its debasement in.quality and
dignity. Itserves its general purpose ad-
mirably, it no doubt fills a long felt,

want with laudable thoroughness. IBut
let us count the retired words just for
.once before we boast of growing totals.
It is to be feared that in the count we

shall have to include much that made the
strength and dignity of Lincoln's elo-
quence, much that gave weight, direct-
ness, simple distinction to the words of
so unpretentious a.; speaker as the late
Senator Orville H. Platt.
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CITY.
—

Stocks were strong.
—

A
Brooklyn lawyer killed a six-year-old
pi:] and injured a. boy by running them
down with his automobile. ===== A Hood
of cable messages of sorrow ana sym-

pathy poured out from British societies
sod "individual*! to the bereaved Queen
over the death of King Edward. =—
X«-ar!y all the exchanges in the financial
district closed as a tribute to the mem-
oir of King Edward. =The chief of
Ihe so-called Tantrik order was held for
the rand jury on an abduction charge.

Governor Fort of Sew Jersey re-
fused- to ask for the extradition of J.
Ogden Armour, indicted in the Meat
Trust crusade. ===== The police rescued
two young pins and arrested three men
1.-. two alleged "white slave" cases. =====
Thomas Byrnes, former Superintendent

of Police, <ii' <i «l His home.

DOMESTIC.
—

President Taft received
a message from King- George V express-
ing- gratitude for American sympathy
j,nd good wishes. :\u25a0\u25a0 Secretary Bal-
linger. under cross-examination by Louis
1). BrandHs. announced bis intention to
•"kill all the snakes" in the Interior De-
partment.

- Representative Michael
iiLink. Indicted for perjury in connec-
tion with the Senator Lorimer bribery

chaises, confessed in Chicago, thus tak-
ing r-dvantage of the prosecution's "im-
mvmity bath." = Miss Helen Tafi ap-
peared in a revival of *"A Midsummer
Night's Dream" at the lias revels of
3:ryn Mawr College.=It was said at
Albany that the friends of the Governor
-were confident of the passage of the
Hinmar-Gr^n direct primary bill by

th.- Legislature. == Governor Hughes

at Albany signed the Audubon bill, which
was opposed by millineryinterests.

-
Dr. 1" Tilden Brown, a well known sur-
geon of New Y<-»rk. committed suicide by

r at Bethel. lie ===== Astrono-
mers at Harvard University announced
that the tail of Halley's comet had split

into two parts.

< ONGRESS.
—

The Senate was not in
Fission. -..-\u25a0- House: Early adjourn-

ment was Taken as a mark of respect for
the memory of Kins: Edward; Speaker
Omnon's seventy-fourth birthday was
c-fl^brat^d.

•-OKEIGX.—George V was proclaimed
«<jntr of Great Britain in the Throne
Romi at .-• James's Palace and took
the oath of office: it is said that the
funeral of King Edward will be held at
Fropmore on May 17: many messages of
nynipathy liaxe been received. =r=Ex-
President Roosevelt expressed his per-
sonal grief over the death of King Ed-
ward, and issued a statement from
Stockholm in which he said the Ameri-
can people had lost \u25a0 good friend: Mr.
Itooseveirs itinerary has not yet been
Changed.

-
\u25a0 ; The Finnish Diet defied

the Czar to exert his authority over Fin-

land: a speedy dissolution is expected.
The number of dead in Cartago

reached one thousand, and as many more
were injured by the earthquake, which
destroyed every building in the city
racept two wooden structures. - An
unconfirmed report received at Peking

i^ays one thousand Chinese soldiers have
been killed at Lhassa.

-
\u25a0 It was stat-

ed In the Belgian Chamber of Deputies,

that King Leopold had given the Bar-
oness Vaughan 16,000.060 in Congo bonds
b»fore his death. ==Commander Rob-
rrt E. Peary lectured in Berlin, and was
n-armlv received. = The steamer
r^nrmandy panic twenty miles south of

Xt John's, X- F.: all the passengers and

crew were saved. ===== President Fon-
si'ca of Brazil, who will make a four
months' tour of Europe, arrived at Cher-
bourg.


