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DIGGING OUT THE FOUNDATION FOR THE GREAT ASHOKAN DAM.
Two huge steel pipes carrying Esopus Creek over the heads of the workmen.
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ASUOKAN DAM GROWING

Bedrock Assures Passage of City's
Water Under the Hudson.

The long debated question how the Catskill
water supply would be brought across the Hud-
son River on its way to this city has been an-
swered at last by the finding of bedrock 1,500
feet below the surface of the water at a point I
midway between Storm King and Breakneck.
On this foundation it will be possible to con-
struct a bedrock tunnel, thus obviating the
more expensive necessity of conveying the
water by bridge or perhaps by a concrete tun-
ad through the mud of Newburg Harbor.

The purpose of the engineers in charge of the
borings at Storm King is now to discover if the
solid rock does not lie closer to the bed of the
ttver, so that the excavations for the tunnel may

mat have to be made at a depth of 1,500 feet or
Store. With this object in view two new bor-
t&gs have been started from shafts on each side
of the river which will extend diagonally until
they cross at a point 900 feet below the river
surface. At that depth the engineers count
Vpon finding solid rock again, for already a dis-
integrated rock similar to that found at Storm
King has been discovered at 707 feet by means

ml a vertical boring. Provided solid rock exists
at 900 feet the tunnel, it Is planned, will be put
through at a level of 1,100 feet below the river
surface and at considerably less expense than
at 1,500 feet.

Commissioner Shaw of the Board of Water
Supply asserts that the finding of solid rock
gipar.s a great saving of expense to the city. A
fcridge such as had been contemplated would
have cost several million dollars more than the
bedrock tunneL The expense of a concrete tun-
fcei built upon a shifting bottom, with the con-
stant danger of breakage, would also have been
much greater, according to Commissioner Shaw.

While the borings beneath the Hudson for new
rock are in progress the Ashokan dam has
reached 115 feet of its final 610. Being built on
an elevation of at least seventy-five feet above
the lowest part of the reservoir floor, from the
hilltop at Camp Ashokan are visible in clear
weather twelve square miles of farm lands
Which will be inundated by the great Ashokan
MKrvolr. In five years, if plans are fulfilled, a
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