
It must be conceded that on some
r".i.is the fares are now very low, ifnot
*«. low as to |#r<tvoke a question as to

tli»•!'• j«r<-iit. Thus, tin certain place the
dltiaii'.e is twenty-oue miles and the

It Isreported that iii*-increase of rates

Is to be substantially 'lulforui on all

i".nls. Yet <-x.stilly rates are by M
i:i-;ius uniform. On the contrary, they

vary so much that on some roads the
ju'ijjowtl Increase would leave tin- rates
Mill lower than Ibejr are now without
increase on other n>n<is; and the fact
tint tli»'y:u«- hisjbeat where there is ieast
mid lowest where there is most corupeti-
ii..;i Bur Iraasc >;i\<'< some color to the
h.i j.j'i"iiwhi<-h Is extensively dierisued
litit the nites m fixed arbitrarily rather
than <iii t ii«- basis of reasonable pr.iiit.
Jf that suspicion Is uujust, proof to the
< • ijtsty would do much to induce the
taking «if a more favorable vi*".r of the
changes iiow proposed.

K.iisixG IOJTJri 1.1itOX RATES.
Thorp is lum-h || ular outcry against

the ttontened raising of commutation
Bates <.ji Mihurl»::n railroads, :is was to
he expected. Its Justice Is a matter to
I*' determined i»y matlieuiatical i»roc-
< wcs. Itis natural for ssea to object to
:.u Im nmm In tlie cost of ;i!iyiiiinc. \u2666-<]»\u25a0-

< i.illy of <.:j.- of the mcjesssrii'B of life.
'lljousMUtls of j«-<»i»l<- have settled in the
ratmrlM and have become commuters Par
Ihe sake of economy. ;|!)l1 they bare
:-bckuned the coal of trausiibrtation t<»
:iud --in the city ss :i.\»-<i xt a pertain

li^iKv. Ifjiuv, rliat figure is arbitrarily
r.iis.Hl. their budgets \u25a0rill be disarranged
j.i:d in lii.iii.v rases real bardsbjp willbe
<x]«t-i-i«*m«i3.

Two weddings occupy \u25a0 conspicuous pose*
en th.. programme of the vtrek opening t»>-
.ii\ Although both of them concern fami-
lies of note In New York »u*-lety. yet n»i-their wilt take place In the city. The one,
that of Peter Ooelet Gerry, younger son of
Mr. ana Mrs. »:it,ii,i T. Gerry, to Miss
sfathlMt Townsend. will be celebrated at
the home of her mother. Mrs. Richard
Towaasasl at Washington, on Thursday
Ihe other wedding, that of Mlas Mary Har-
rtman. to Charles Carey Ituin-ry, of New
York on.l Buffalo, willbe solemnised on th«
same da* ami at the same hour In the little
church at Anton adjoining the country place
of the bride's mother.' Mrs. R. Henry Harrl-
mari Owing to the death of E. 11. Harrt-man l"«t autumn, the ceremony will be a
very quiet affair, to which only a few near
relatives and very Intimate fritnils have
been Invited. It will be followed by a wed-
ding breakfast at Anlen House, which to
not vet completed, and where there are still
several hundred men at work on the place
currying out the plans of Mr. Hurrlman.

Miss Mariaima FuKum. daughter of Cap-
tain William P. Fullam, U. S. .N. and Mr*:

King George's resolve to have his corona-
tion in October next, Instead of a year
hence, bid* fair to affect the plans of New
York society almost as seriously as the
death a little over a fortnight ago of Ed-
ward VI for it willhave the result of tak-
ing to Lordon in the fall a number of well
known persons from here who are other-
wise accustomed to spend the autumn at
their country seats on Long Island, in
\Vestehester County and on .he other side

of yie Hudson River. Under ordinary cir-
cumstances, autumn Is the most festive and
agreeable period of the year, and with Its
gay house parties, its racing. its horse
shows, etc, has the effect of attracting not
only Americans from ail parts of the I'nion
but also foreigners, who Hud that it Is the
time most propitious for making th» ac-
quaintance of New York and of Its people
under favorable conditions. This year, how-
ever, many of those who are usually most
active in promoting the success of the fall
suburban season will be away, having al-
ready announced their Intention of leasing
houses or hotel suites in l^ondon for the
coronation ceremonies. Ifthe summer sea-
Bon la London has been rendered so gloomy
by the d*ep mourning entailed by the death
of Edward VII at* to drive all the Ameri-
cans who had arranged to spend the next
few months there home to the United States,
the coronation in October el King George
and Queen .Mary will draw them buck to
the British metropolis for the autumn

NEW YORK SOCIETY.

IN WASHINGTON SOCIETY.
[From The Trlhun* Bureau.]

Washington. May a.—Mrs. L. Z. Letter,
who was to arrive here to-morrow In her
special car from Chicago, accompanied by
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Leiter, has been de-
tained In th* West, and willnot reach here
until Wednesday. They wlil remain here
for the welding of Miss Townsend and
Peter G. Gerry on Thursday, and will then
proceed to Beverly, where Mrs. Leiter Is
building a new summer home.

Mr. and Mrs. Larz Anderson left this
.morning on their houseboat "Roxana" for
Annapolis, taking with them a party of
friends. They will remain there for the
Kraduation exercises and ball, and will
probably go to their summer home in New
England at the end of the month.

Mr. and Mrs. John King, of New York,
Kho have beea the guests of Mr. and Mrs.•
'larence M> ore for a week past, returned

home this rr.ornlng.
Mrs. .John T. Granger was hostess at a

tea this afternoon for her daughter, Mrs.
K*lix R Holt, wife of Paymaster Holt.
17. 8. N. Mrs. Holt, who made her debut
ami married in the same season, has been
in the Philippines with her husband, and
has just returned here for the summer.
Assisting Mrs. Granger were Mra Arthur
Barnard nml Mrs. Thomas Owen, while
among Mrs. Holts girl friends In the tea
room were Miss Winifred L>avis. Miss
Natslle Driaxs, Mis* Kate McCarty and |
Mi.-.-* Dove.

Kej.resentatlve Boutelle and Miss Alice
BouteOc left to-day for Detroit, where the
former will address the Bankers' Associa-
tion and the latter will visit friends. Mrs.
BonteOc and mas Boutelle will go to
Maine early next month to remain until
the dose of Congress.

Among the large dinner parties to-night
were those at the home of Assistant Secre-
tary of Stat»» and Mrs. Huntington Wilson
and a party of thirty-two, given at th<>
Clievy Chase Club by Miss Wetmore.

The oaken selected for the wedding on
June 4 of Miss Grace Bell and Mr. For-
tesque are Captain Archibald Butt. John
Harrett. l»r» ston Gibson. Gerald Morgan, of
New York; William Hltt, Gardiner Hub-
bard and Julian Ripley.

THE DIPLOMATICCORPS.
[From The Tribune Ftureau.)

Washington, May 21.
—

The Ambassador
from Germany, who is now In New York.
u-ili return here on Tuesday.

The Btfcalstei from Denmark will go to
I.anc-ister. Masse, the summer home of Mr.
and Mrs. Xithanlel Thayer. at the end of
Ibta month, where he will Join Countess
Moltke. to remain until they *all for Eu-
rope in July.

The British second secretary and Mrs.
Kennard, who sailed for England to-day.
will visit the family of Mr. Kennard In that
country nnd travel In Europe until Novem-
ber, when they will return to Washington

The Siamese Legation will be moved for
the mimmor to East Gloucester, Mass.. at
the end of this month. The first secretary
and Mrs Edward Loftus will leave here on
May 3] for that place, and willremain at
East Gloucester until July 1. when they
will sail for England, to be absent until
winter.

The Minister from Panama has as guests
his uncle. Dr. Pablo Arosemena, and his
cousin, Fabio Arosemena, recently appolnte.l
P^nnmnn Minister and secretary of the le-
gation, respectively, to Chili.

\u25a0N THE CABINET.
[From Th» Trihune Bureau J

Washington. May 21.
—

The Attorney Gen-
eral has returned to the cap'tal from a
short visit to Philadelphia. He and Mrs.
Wi.kersham will have as guests near the
end of this month the brother-in-law and
sister of the Attorney General. Lord and
I-i'ly Hadneld. of England, who are *n
n>ut»- to their own country from a year's
trip around the world.

The Secretary of War has gone to Sav-
aa« Station. Va.. to Join the officers at-
tached to the War College now on a tour
of instruction through the battlefields of
the Civil War in Virgin!a

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.
[From Th» Tribune Bureau.]

Washington. May 21— President de-

voted his entire morning to discussing

with Senators and Representatives th«
legislative situation. The opinion general-
ly expressed was that Congress would ad-
journ not later than July 1. The Congres-

sional list included S«*nato Page. Dick.
Nelson, Lodge, Jones. Stephenson, War-
ner, Smith, of Michigan: Scott. Guggen-

heim. Burkett and Overman and Repre-

sentatives Gregg. Burleson. Handy, 611-
lesple, Jaml»son. Campbell, Tawney,
Galnes, O'Vonnell. Reedcr. Stephens, Mon-
dell. Cooper, of Wisconsin; Rucker. Mc-
Call. Dwlght. Hlnshaw. Austin. Hamilton.
Kendall, Volstead. Davidson. Dlekema,
Miller, of Kansas; Nleholls. Madison and
Rothermel.

Daniel *J. Keefe, Commissioner General
of Immigration, railed on the President.

The President, accompanied by his broth-
er, Charles P. Taft. who arrived at the
White House to-day; General Edwards
and Captain Butt, played golf this after-
noon.

IN THE BERKSHfRES.
[ByTelegraph to The Tribute.]

Lenox. May 21.—Lenox has a!n?aii? *•"

celved many of its parly cottager*

This week Mr. and Mrs. Roh-rt XT. Pawr-
son arrived at Blantyre frorr. California. A

salon has been added to their suss*?
home, wherein the curios which \u25a0\u25a0»••\u25a0\u25a0
collected by Mr. and Mrs. Peterson *CI \u25a0

stored In ?!;tss cases.
Mrs. J. Frederick Scheock M Iher »istir'

Mrs. William B. Bacon, have arrived. Bo*
willopen their country places Mrs. Bac3l

has not been at Rock Lawn. her country.

place, for several years, but this sea*»
she will entertain there. Mrs. Schencic •"*
Miss Ateid Schenck «'." open their country .'
place. Valleyhead.

Coming up la Lenox v\.r.:: a '? w 1-**
will be Mr ami Mrs. Harris* Fahnestoefc
Mr. and Mrs. Oorse 11. Morgan. Mr*.***
Sloan* and Captain and Mrs. Jofta

*
Barnes.

Mr. and Mm Ha: T. PtocMt arrivtf
at the Bishop villa this week. Mr. Procter
brought a stable of thirty-nve hors*»

'*
his own an.! Mrs. Procter's use. "ft***
••\u25a0CMag horses will Often !>• seen on ti».;

roads about Lenox.

Mrs. Riohard T. Auchmuty la at TSeDW*
me: s. having arrivej on Wednesday

*™

Mrs. i- A. lament and Mr* Jmies K«-
Jesup have taken apanmtr,:? at the i^--""

!Hotel
Mrs. •\u25a0.!. rich Sturs;l» hu.-* t»'*n **

of Mrs. Frank li Sturßfc. a: CBP»"" \u25a0

Gran 'c ..-•"'

Mrs. Hamilton McK. TwouiWy and .J»is*_
Rutii T*omb!> ,Mr. and M > LvmW Krt*

c»atl. Mr. and Mrs Jackson C Kev!i'
Mrs William H. Mm SS. Mr. »nil

*'*
J. Wo«xl*ard tlaven. M:-^ Kate Hay*1'

Mrs. M K. rinse and Miss « fustr.
•* *N* ...

j York. ha.ye been at the Cuirt!s lIoM* li
" .

week.

The Hotel Aspin wall will open nsxt *|j
urdav for the season. New walks

* .
drives have been adde<l to trie park abOi~
the hotel. Many prominent persons •\u25a0" f,9
to Lcnos from New York to spend Mem*""*.i1
Da> •

«3 *, •
The Mahkeenae Hoit Club will ll

*v*L1.-..i
opening next week at the clubhouse. *®|vv
the Rolf club grounds willbe opened tot »»
year. William D Sloane has been elects :.
president of the, Rolf club. ««f''

Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Racketnana
*

Mr. and Mr.. Minot Weld, of Milton,••».
In Lenox this week. _ •

Mrs. R*dneld Procter and Mia* 1
Procter, of Vermont, who are motor!*! .
th« Berksfilres. arrived this weei *l~-•;
Curtis Hotel. • *J

Collector William Loeb. jr.. of *.*»*•' Tv

motored to PlttaCelJ this \u25a0•\u25a0-:*. retun*5*5*

Mr. and Mrs. Newbold L Herrick v.2
next week go to TVoodmerr. Lor.s \u25a0" :'•

where they will spend the summer. .

Mrs. James E. Martin Is the guest 0? Mrs.

Preston Sattcrwhite. at Martin Hil!, r*a*
Neck, Long Island.

Mrs. John I.Waterbury willgivea varied
party on Jure IT at her country place, at
Morristown, N. J.

Mr. and Mrs. Clark Potter Read have

taken possession of their country p!ac?, st

Greenwich. Conn., for the suTr.mer.

Mr. and Mrs. Royal Hlisjl CansSXasl
are nn» in Europe, will spead th* suamtr
at Newport.

Mr. and Mrs. Oakl-y Thorr.- left town
yesterday for their country place, at JE'J-
brook. N. T.

Mr. and Mrs. R. Fulton Cutting ban
taken a house at Beverly Farrr*. Masa, ftr
the summer.

Mr. and' Mrs. Howard Pax* and Mt*»
lone Page will go to Southampton, Los;
Island, at the end of next week for tht
summer.

The Countess Moltke. wife of the Danish
Minister at Washington, is with ter pa-
rents. Mr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Thayer. it
their summer home, at Lancaster. Xua
She willremain there until July, when sS»
will go abroad for the remainder of th»

summer.

Xrs. J. F. D. Lanter gave a dinner m
Thursday at her home. In East 35th stimi

Fullam. willbe married to Austin Ledrar,
i Sands in TrinityChurch. Newport, on

urtlav. The ceremony will be followed:h" '.'"
j a reception at the reMdence of the brtt*7
parents, on Rhode Island avenue v.'

3

iRhoda FiiHam will be her sister's matrt| honor and the bridesmaids win be v?!*1Julia and Miss Elizabeth Sands. sliter^|the biifl"t;r<soin; Miss Katherine Hyniw
McFade>n. jof Philadelphia: Miss Ellt

|Robinson. Miss (Catherine Prescott LaW.
rence and Mis* Jea>inle Waltach. HaroMjAvmnr Sands will be his cousin's, best oa3

'
;and the ushers will Include Dudley Morgan.
Frederick Kin*. Roland Dtckson and Har-
ford and Thomas I'ow»L

\u25a0

Still another w«-ddin«r on Saturday winb<'
that of Miss Lucia Clark Burton to M'-.-bm.

"

| Win?: at St. George's Church, Newlmrs, j;
T. It will be very small on account ot'v&l
recent d<»ath of Mr. Wfng's grar.rtfatlfcv-
John D. Wlnir. The bride, who is a <tausil
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank V Burton, wit;
have her sister. -Miss Catherine F. Burto«
for her maid of honor, and Miss L^uk,,
Vanderbtlt. Miss Florence Burton, jfi*«,
Ijrfutee Freeman. Miss Dorothy V. Rujtoa

'
and Mis* E. Rosalind Romeyn for h«.'
bridesmaid**. John D. Wing. Jr. wtn he j,|"

, brother's best man. and the ushers will ]».'
elude Gardner Cassatr, of Philadelphia: r>".James T. Nagle. S. Bryce Wins. Qiwf£|
Burton. Frank F. Burton. Jr.. and E/Jw»r#
E. Rice, of Boston.

Miss Mai Elmendorf Hackstaff. d»u^ht>r
of Charles I#udovic HacJcstafT. willbe ma-.
rted to Dr. John B. Walker at the «d a»
next month. The wedding will take place
at Easthampton. Long Island. who ti«

*

bride's father has a country place. Itwjjj
j be a very small and quiet affair, ami Mist
Hackstaff will have no attendants. D-
"Walker will have no ushers.

Mrs. Francis Burrall Hoffman aM Urs.
Goelet Gallarin are busily enjragred just at
present In organizing an entertainment at
Southampton, Long Island, for the bine*:
of the Southampton Hospital and the Thre*
Arts Club, of New York. It Is to take tb«
form of a hippodrome on Saturday. jiy

iand Monday, July 4. and Is to famish %
representation of Western pioneer life, in-
cluding the wagon trip across th* plains

'< and the scrimmages with the Indians. In
j fact. It will be a reproduction of Buffale
Bill's Wild West Show, with this (i'fftr- .
ence. that all the performers willbe ama-
teurs.

Mr. and .Mrs. Andrew Rcbesos 3ar^«n
will take possession next month of thr

| house which Mr. Sargent's father. Pr>
: f»ssor Sargent, of Harvard, has ha. built
for them at Holm Lea. his place at Brook.. "-
line. Mass. Mrs. Andrew Rob^.'on Sa«r?n:. ,
was Miss Maria de Acosta, and Is a daus!>
ter of Mrs. Rlcardo de Aco«ta.-=

Mr. and Mrs. C. Oliver Iseiln. who saiiel
*

for Europe yesterday, wlO be abroad for.
the summer. They will visit Mr I.<»e!in'j
daughter, the Countess Collorado-JlaMs-
feld, at Rome, where her husband Is coa-
nected with the Austrian Embassy.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mortimer and'thrtr
daughter. Miss Eleanor Mortimer, who wen
In town the greater part of the week, harj

returned to Tuxedo.

Mr. and Mrs. F. Ambrose Clark are at .
the St. Regis for a short time previous

to going to the country for the summer.

It was tm achievement which the
world cannot forget ; quite lawless, ns
many great deeds have been, yet instinct
with Impregnable justice and equity.
It was indispensable to the fulfilment of
the great «I»-sigus which had been pro-
moted at Magenta and SoJferlno, and yet
it could b*« accomplished in no such way
as were those works of the year before.
Prance would not countenance a war be-

tween Sardinia and Naples, and Victor
Emmanuel dared not declare one with-
out such sanction. But Cavour could
wink while a thousand ml shirted fish-
ermen and mountaineers set out on the
fjgtuian Sen on an unnamed errand.
The Piedmont and the Ix>mbardy were
the appropriate names of the two little
steamers on which- they made the voy-
age. Itwas Indeed an expedition of the
free north for the fm-lng of the en-
slaved south.

Of all the memories which are at-
tached to ihis anniversary there Is none
more gratifying to the people of the An-
glo-Saxon race than that of one utter-
ance of the British' Foreign Office made
at the suggest lon of the crown. Most of
the Continental powers condemned in
advance the expedition of Garibaldi and
might have intervened to suppress It.
But Queen Victoria suggested to Lord
John Russell that It would be well for
her government to put its attitude on
record; whereupon I/>rd John made It
known to the world that the British gov-

ernment did not think Mint "there would
"be nny mom! wrong in assisting to
"overthrow the government of the King'
"of the Two Sicilies. The best writers
"0:1 international law." he added, "con-

"slder It .i merit to overthrow a tyran-
"nlcal government, and' there have been
"few governments ho tyrannical us that
"of Naples.** Seldom has any govern-

ment issued a more remarkable note

than that, or a more honorable; and to
Its Influence not only nt Turin but also
at Paris and Berlin and Vienna we may
attribute a large bhure of the easy sue-

Itwas on the night of May 5, half a
century ago, that Garibaldi set out by
stealth from Genoa to force the hand of
Europe. We may not know how much
of passionate personal resentment moved
him. In his wrath at Louis Napoleon .for
the great betrayal of Villa Franca and
at Cavour for the sale of his birthplace
and fatherlaud to Frame, but we should
probably underrate his character if,
while assuming that he was not insensi-
ble to such feelings, we did not credit
him chiefly with more statesmanlike
motives. "1/ook beyond the Mlncio, be-
yond the confines of Tuscany," Oavour
had said to the parliament at Turin;
and Garibaldi not merely looked, but
went. Six days later the red shirted
Thousand had landed at Marsala, and
Melazzo and Gaeta were assured ;and
at the end of that summer Italy was
won, and was also one from the Alps to
the lonian Sea.

THE RED SHIRT JUBILEE.
The present year marks the semi-

centennial jubilee of a campaign which
was at once one of the most picturesque
and romantic, most heroic, and in its re-
suits most momentous in the modern
history of Europe To Italians both
north and south it is of superlative in-
terest, but It should not be destitute of
ke«>n and vital Interest to all the world;
certainly not to any of those peoples,
Anglo-Saxons most of all, who were
thrilled with joy at the tidings of Mar-
sala and Melazzo. and to whom the
candlemaker of Staten Island seemed a
demigod of liberty bestriding the Conti-
nent of Europe.

AXCIEXT HISTORY.
"The History of the Yacht Autietam,'"

just made public by Mayor (iaynor, em-

phasizes the swiftness of the flight of
time since the Gaynor administration
began. It reads like a romance of the
era of Croker or Kelly, when fine dis-
tinctions had not yet been drawn be-
tween working the city and working for
the city, between an officeholder's owing

service to the public and the public's
owing an officeholder entertainment ns

well as support. Itappears that 'Colonel
Mike" Padden. eulogized by Mayor Mc-
Clellan as "the best Water Register the
city ever had," was possessed of an am-
bition to shine in naval as well as mili-
tary annals, and. as the custodian of
water mains, induced the municipality
to purchase for him an official yacht, to
be used in the pursuit of harbor water
thieves. The log of that yacht Is now
exposed to the gaze of the irreverent by
"Colonel Mike's"successor in office. From
the entries it may be deduced thnt the
Influence which the yacht exercised in
discouraging water piracy was wholly
moral, and that the mariners enlisted in
the Padden naval establishment wenr*

most completely occupied when they
drew their pay.

Drawing pay seems. Indeed, to have
been considered the most solemn of their
functions by officials of the McClellnn
administration of the kidney of "Colonel
Mike." The Water Register who had
won the outgoing Mayor's unqualified
admiration and Indorsement was Incon-
tinently "fired" by the Incoming Mayor
en the strength of a report showing that
the office desk assigned him had been
long covered with cobwebs. But who.
can blame the "colonel" for cutting out
the sedentary office life, when ,i hlgli-
geared roadster and a harbor yacht both
beckoned him to outdoor joys? If he
fell from power and station Itwas only
because he was livingup to the ideals of
his time and kind. He was the "best
Water Register ever" because he made
the place yield "the best results ever" to
those who were fortunate enough to at-
tach themselves to its salary list. He
was certainly good to the Antietam's
gallant crew. Now the Antletam is to
be condemned and sold at auction. As
we said before, itseems a long time since
the McClellnn administration and "Colo-
nel" Padden went out of sight.

\u25a0 IBM it underwent the most astonishing

and abrupt transformations in size,
shape and appearance. Of course,' before
it gets beyond the range telescopes
and photographic plates there will be
ample opportunity for fresh freaks. Up
to date, however, almost the only re-
markable thing about Its conduct is the
recent trlckiness of the tall.

Still, even If"the expected meeting of
the appendage and the earth had 'really
occurred, it Is improbable that any di-
rect evidence would have been afforded.-
Astronomers believe that there were
such encounters in 1810 and 1801. The
first one was not suspected until a
month afterward, and the only knowl-
edge of It was obtained by calculation.
The second was foreseen, and when it
was over the tail made a fine. show In
the western sky, but while it was In
progress there was neither electrical dis-
turbance nor luminous display. The
mere absence of unusual manifestations
last Wednesday night and during the
next forty-eight hours does not necessar-
ily prove that the earth has not again
gone through a comet's tail. ...

THE COMETS RECORD.
How near the earth came to the ex-

Ipected passage through the comet's tail
may never be known with certainty.
That the head crossed the sun's face on
schedule time Is now pretty well es-
tablished. What a few ast: Rimers be-
lieve was the tall wits seen in the east
two successive mornings after that
event. Now. these facts might be recon-
ciled In any one of several ways. Instead
of being perfectly straight and pointing
directly away from the sun. the ap-
pendage might have been bent backward
considerably. Some comets do have
curved tails. There is at least a chance
that the train passed under or over the
earth, so to speak, without touching.
Though the length was estimated at 20,-
0(10,000 or 2Tt.000.000 miles just before'
the expected encounter it might sud-
denly have diminished enough to miss
the mark when swinging past. Finally,
while a short, faiilike projection from
the bead was reported from the Carue-
gle Observatory In California on Friday
evening, it is conceivable that the tall
may have completely disappeared for a i
time.

For this law supposition there would
bo a plausible reason. On the occasion
of the next previous visit of !{alley's
Comet to the centre of the solar system
the npp<>ndtt«<\ lifter fully developing,
became invisible for two months, if It
him partly or entirely disappeared again
no surprise should be felt. Wiiy the phe-
nomenon did not occur before the closet
approach Co the sun, as It did in is:::.,

instead of waiting until several weeks
after that «Utge of the Journey was
passed, would be a puzzle, no doubt, but
less of one than the phenomenon of van-
ishing from sight so abruptly.

The behavior of Ilalley'a comet dur-
ing the last few months has been much
lei«*i eccentric than when It was last
watched by astronomers. In 1835 and

MR. BRYAJS AS A PROHIBITIOyiST.

A great many people will be inter-
ested in the Hon. William J. Bryan's
views of the liquor traffic and its regu-
lation, for Mr. Bryan is still the most
potent personal force in the party which
is supposed to stand for the least pos-
sible restriction of tho liberties of the
individual. Mr. Bryan has been three
times a Democratic Presidential candi-
date, and it is not improbable that he
will receive further nominations. What
he thinks, therefore, of the need and
possibilities of liquor traffic regulation

is of njore than personal importance.
Mr. Bryan has never shown much

consistency as a political theorist. He
pays that he is an orthodox Jelfersonian
and that ho l>elioves in limiting the
powers of government to the minimum,

leaving a free field to individual judg-
ment and activity. Yet no statesman in
our day has proj»osed more plans than
he has for magnifying th« powers of
government and committing the federal
administration to a larger regulation of
the affairs of individuals and associa-
tions of individuals. In his advocacy
of government ownership and operation

of .ill the instrumentalities of interstate
commence he out-Ham iltons Hamilton,
although professing unchanged al-
legiance to the antii>odal philosophy of
Jefferson.

Most Jeffersonians willdoubtless find
\u25a0 similar inconsistency between Mr.
Bryan's regard as a Jeffersonian for home
rule and local sovereignty and his be-
lief that the state c:m impose prohibi-
tion on its sul»dlvisions and that the
nation can Impose prohibition on th"
states. To judjre from his speech in
Chicago on Wednesday to the Catholic
Total Abstinence T'nion Mr. Bryan is.
so far as the prohibition, of the sale <>f
liquor is conceruefl, not only a "state-
wider" but :t "nailon-wider." He told
tho members of :lie union:

Ibold that every unit ought to have
authority i<> ad «n this subject, except
is it is restrained by a larj-r^r unit. That

Ik, that the block, th^ ward, TrK- city, the
precinct, th«- county, th* state and th»-
nation should have th<j undisputed right
to exclude tin- sale of liquor within its
limits, or to fix puch restrictions up"n
the sale of liquor as the people of the
unit may deem necessary for their pro-
tection and welfare. Ibelieve, also, that
the l.irpf-r unit has a right to control
the smaller one on this-, as on other sub-
fecta.

He said, further:

If the people c,f a ward object to hav-
ing a r^lof.n in the ward. I think they
oupht t-> have a rlßht to exclude It. If
the people of a town object to having a
saloon :n the ton n. Ithink they ought to
have th^ right to exclude it. Ifthe people
of a county object to having a saloon In
th<> county, Ithink they ought to have
the right to f-xclude it, and so with the
state and with the nation

These views may be logical and com-
\u25a0MOdabte from the point of view of an
enemy of the liquor traffic. Isut are
they Jeffersonian or I»em<K-ratic? It
will be interesting to receive the testi-
mony of "The Louisville Courier-Jour-
nal." "The Houston Post" and "The
Nashville American** on that point.

monthly rate is $fi4:, That' means 10*
cents \u25a0 trip, or 21& cents a d;iy. and' \u25a0

rate of a fraction over five mills \u25a0 mile,

iprovided' the passenger travels thirty

days Jll the mouthy. That is certainly

cheap transportation; on a first class
|railroad, with forty trains a day each'
way. Another place is thirty-one miles
out. with a rate of $7 50, which means
11'i.j <-<>nts a trip, or 25 cents .1 day for
thirty days, and a rate of a fraction over
four mills a mile, with thirty trains
a day each way.

Those are certainly low rates, proba-
bly as law as any in existence. Whether
they are too low to afford a profit re-
mains to be proved. It does not cost
much to transport travellers .when a

practically fixed number is to be carried
every day. And the roads which carry

most at the lowest rates have an appear-

ance of great prosperity, and their year-
ly reports and quarterly dividends do not
belie their appearance. Itmust be borne
in mind. too. that low commutation rates
have tended to the populating of the re-
gions through which the roads run, and
that this, in turn, has brought to the roads
enormous and profitable traffic in non-
commuting passengers and in freight. Itj
is difficult to avoid the conviction that!
the development of large suburban com- j
munities with multitudinous commuters j
has contributed greatly to the prosperity
of the railroads, and itis not pleasant to
see a man kick down the ladder up
which he has climbed to success, or a
corporation, either.

The problem Is. as we have suggested,

properly to be solved through the proc-
esses <f lHwkk4-epin.tr. But that book-
keeping should comprehend not alone the
transportation of the armies of com-
muters at so much the month or year,
but also the larger transactions which
have come to the roads because of the
growth of the commuter patronage. We
should be surprised to learn that in that
larger sense the commuter business was

unprofitable, even at the lowest rates
which now anywhere prevail.

LOGICALLY DEMONSTRATED.
"Wonwn are worth much more than men;

1 rail prove It, too," sh« said.
lie smiled a roan's liiduUjwHsmile

And answered: "Go ab«a<L'*
"Amis* Is. m food as a mile," said aha.

"YouC*n frtfpthai Without fatigue;
But irftakt*» lot (nor* tarn th*n lb»•«,

YcbV D»Uosj idmaM a Siiyru<k"^
«-oQato& TraoaortpV

'\u25a0;*> matts* tarn C&a mm com,- ssM a
court tn^snaa at Cs\ asssUa nraeOsr trial,
*a«a tfcs —mm Wsst

•
faa |wp» »th« ao

aassl mum vfll•*\u25a0*• ft*PMr«r.m«n
the BMdhjg jp«f agiaiinasi sod fb» fwto-
oner Known tdtßßfl!s*

1 aoflaaaa sna »\u25a0> «u \u25a0

wan reminded of h\n prsASodsn* sod aaidu
"He Is merry still and will b« to th« tod,
for Knntii; Is the German word for merry
or Jolly.

'

A New Jersey woman wrote to a news-paper the other day that she did not want
the paper an> longer. She said .the had
been reading It two weeks In order to un-
derstand the politics of this country, and
wub utterly unable to do .so. We do. not
know what paper it wok, but It Is certain-
ly a pour one IfIt cannot make politics
plain In two weeks. SprlngHeld (Ohio)
News. ;: /•

A twelve-year-old lad and a younger sis-
ter got tho bettor of a railroad company
when Henry llorrtcan and his slater, Helen,
bought half-fare- tickets from Seattle to
Portland over the Northern Pacific. Henry
weighs 323 pounds, and Helen, eight ye»arH
old, weighs 190 pounds. Both are In the
half-fare class, but their combined weight

Th» number of suicides among the stu-
dents In Russian schools has Increased to

such an extraordinary extent, says the
"Russteche Korrespondenz.' 1 "that Mr.
Schwartz, th<; Minister of Education, is
making a watching Investigation with a
view to ascertaining the cause." The In-
quiry will undoubtedly reveal th«> fact
that tender natures cannot long endure
the harsh and heartless discipline of the
(schools and the petty nagging of the police
to which the students are .subjected. Thesf
are doubtless the causes of many of the
voluntary actß by which the thraldom
cornea to an end. The authorities have
endeavored to make prople believe that
the young suicides were .-ill "children of
misfortune," but the writer thinks that the
y.biic kijowH the cause.

THE TALK OF THE DAY.

Germany has now seven officially
licensed aeronauts, or "sky pilots," to
give the old word Its suggested new and
more dignified meaning. InAustria only

three candidates have thus far suc-
ceeded in passing the required examina-
tion. Of the seven Germans, only one
hns a license for a Wright inuehine.

An Hungarian scientist now covers th*
floor of the Caribbean with submerged
cities. One of these days we shall hear
that the entire surface of the globe was
once land.

Digests of the proceedings in the two
smuggling cases decided on Friday in
the federal courts ought to be included
in the steamship and other guides for
transatlantic travellers. Those over-
thrifty persons who want to save a few
dollars In duties by false declarations
should realize that they may be called
on to give up a few thousands later fn
penalties and fines.

The May Vote parade on Fifth avenue
was lovely I'not effective.

There will be many who will strongly
dissent from Mr. Lewis Nixon's theory
that this country should refuse the free
use of the Panama Canal to other na-
tions on the same terms with Itself. It
is true that the canal Is costing this
country a large sum, but the policy of
discrimination which Mr. Nixon sug-
gests would cost it far more, at least In
reputation.

And now the comet Is said to look like
a fan-tailed pigeon: Judging from the
numerous disappointments of would-be
observers, we should Imagine that it
more resembled a mockingbird.

EXPLORATION'S BSD.
The,' North Pole Is ours, the South

j Pole willMdoubt be England's ere long:
1 the few miles thai kept Sir Ernest
Hhackleton from his goal willprobably be

, covered by his former chief. Commander
lScott. Tibet has yielded Its compara-
;tively,unimportant secrets; the rest, the

| interior of Africa, parts of Asia, th*>

north coast of Australia and stretches of
South America— all this is merely

- a
question of the tillingin of outlines. Ex-
ploration on the heroic scale is a finished
chapter In the history of mankind.

Thus another field of romance is closed

to us. Its possibilities have been dwin-

dling through many centuries in quality

as well as In extent, and perhaps the
stay-at-home, the reader of the explor-
ers* narratiyes, Is the one most deeply

bereft. What pleasures were his In ear-
lier years, of maps marked "terra incog-

nita." "land of the cyclopes" and anthro-

pophagi, of regions of fire and dragons!

Each successive narrative has held less
of the unexpected, the marvellous; and
the thrill of danger and hardship and
daring has diminished with progressive
knowledge of conditions to be met and
consequent perfection of equipment. The

final campaigns for the conquest of the
North Pole were planned and conducted
with the scientific accuracy of a Moltke.

Expectancy of the results of an ex-
ploring expedition has not stood on tiptoe

in many years; Ithas calmly awaited the
return of the traveller In its easy chair,

because ithas been enabled to gauge the
tenor of his report with great accuracy.
Long before Peary reached the pole we
knew what he would find there. To-day,
before the planting of some nation's flag

furthest south, we are already familiar
with the surroundings in which it will
be flung to the breeze. The last of the
explorers In the old sense was probably
Captain Cook: he found the men of the
Stone Age still living and at work on
their Jade Implements in the Pacific.
The hope of our prehistorians that the
interior of China might yield a record
of ifnot a direct link with the neolithic
age has, we believe, been abandoned.
The future of exploration, both as an
adventurous undertaking and as a re-
sultant branch of literature, is not prom-
ising. Interplanetary visits we may well
leave in the realm of fiction, where they
have long been familiar. ';

Our greatest hope at present for some-
thing new, for the prolongation . of the
life of the romance of exploration, lies in
the statement of no less an authority
than the famous Mr. Ilagenbeck that a
prehistoric monster akin to the diplodo-
cus and the brontosaurus is still found
alive in the swamp wildernesses of
Rhodesia. No doubt an expedition will
be sent In search of this Jurassic slant,
•whose existence, iffound to be true, will
do much for the rehabilitation of the
damaged reputation for veracity of
many an early traveller, whose discred-
ited tales of monsters willthus be proved
to have a firm foundation in tile fact of
the survival of early forms of animal
life long beyond the duration of the geo-
loßical eras to which science has as-
signed them.

crss of the remarkable ennipaigl ol
which tho Mmirenary is (his y«u ede-

THINGS COST MORE IN A BIG CITY.
From The Tucoma Ledger.

Oee! Hut didn't Chicago put a warm one
over on Ptttaburg! Illinois representative*
were getting M.mi and I&.0Q1 for a vote,
while (he Smoky city uldurmen were aatia-
fled with $110!

THE ANGLICAN CHOIR PROJECT.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Iwish to thank "T. J. (>. P." for
his response to my suggestion In behalf of
an Anglican choir. It Would seem to be too
late now to brlnp a choir together for the
services to King Edward, but !\u25a0•( us pre-
pare for any future occasion. Therefore l
will now name "the St. Qsorge/1 Anglican
Choir," to be composed of British organtou
and cholrxnen in greater New York aiul
!vicinity. Tho <yrganU-:it:i<:i can be linked
with Vi« Brtdah I'nlv.i.-ities and Schools'
Club, the St. George's Societj and other
associations, and can be broughi together
at lt&at twice a yeur.

O. J. Brewer is Just the leader wanted,

and wo will assume that he willbe pleased
to accept tha proffered position. The Inten-
tion 1h to render and interpret our favorite
anfl well known chanta and hymns In the
fashion of the Mother Church, and in Ret-
ting together periodically to do something
to break op the pr*ment aloofness charac-
teristic of ltrttish- Americans, which Is

harmful and oertalnly unfruitful
if Mr. Brewer willklndlj let iv hear Froan

htm. Kl\li>i;Ins addrcsa, W« can all foruur.l
names to him i"i registry.

A CHURCHM \N.
Brooklyn, May is, ir.o.

AN ENGLISH WOMAN'S THANKS.
To the Kdlior of The Tribune.

Sir: May ;n Knglish woman, through your
c< lumns, render n tribute of gratitude to
Grace Church tor tlu> very beautiful ser-
vlee in honor of King Edward, which was
appreciated to seating capa< ity.to-daj ? Ail
seats were free, books specially printed for
the occasion wen- supplied, and no! even
a collection was t.-tken up, gladly as thos«-
l>iesent would have contributed. The ser-
vice was •Ugntfied and impressive, the
music beautiful and appropriate.

The English residents of New York who
were so fortunate a» to attend owe a debt
of gratitude to clergy, vestry officers an«l
choir which can never be paid.

FRANCES HARMER.
New York, May IV. 1910.

PAYING TO SING.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Inoticed an account In yesterday's
Tribune of the formation of the MacDowell
Chorus, under the direction of Kurt Schind-
ler. On m;?kir>K inquiries, It appears that
the singing members are asked to pay an-
nual dues, the non-professional US and the
professional ?.'!. 1 would be obliged if yon
would take the opportunity, through the
columns of The Tribune, to explain why
sir.ging members of such a chorus are calle 1
upon to pay for the privilege of singing.

Is this usual? What is the practice in
other similar societies, svich as the Men-
delssohn Glee Club, the Musical Art anil
the Toronto Choir? OTTO PREGENZA.

New York May 9, 1910.
[The answer to this question is ob-

vious. The MacDowell chorus has a
right to establish the conditions under

which it accepts members, regardless of
precedent. Mr. Pregenza Is not obliged

to join, but if he Joins he must accept

the conditions of membership. Similar
societies fillow various practices in the
matter Of dues; some charge a high rate,
some a nominal rate, and some pay ac-
tive members a nominal or considerable
sum. In other words, Mr. Pregeuaa'a
question "why singing members of such
a chorus are .-ailed upon to pay for the
privilege of singing*' c;tn be answ.-red
simply by the statement that this par-
ticular chorus has decided upon this

method.
—

Ed.]

Correspondent Thinks Immediate Ac-

tion Necessary as Regards Nicaragua.

To the Editor of The Tribune. .
Sir: Your editorial of this date's issue

under the caption of "TellingThem To B»

Good" is quite nn encouragement for those

of us who really look for the establishment
of peace and good government in Nicaragua.

As you wisely say. that "miserable Mck-
erlnc Is getting to be intolerable.

'
and

some efficient and prompt remedy should be

applied to prevent further 1loodsned and

the prevalence of anarchy.

The step taken to prevent the bornbarl-
ment of Blueflelds by the Madriz forces 'fl
plainly justified, as you remark, "in both

law and equity"; but this is not enough to

bring the war to an end and to protect fully

Nicaraguan. American and other foreign

interests, seriously .-iff cted ;md graveiy

menaced now by the endless fighting.

If the United states government doe* not
take an immediate and efficient step in th^
disgraceful affairs of Nicaragua its policies
are going to be impaired in the whole Cen-

tral American section, and might even h*

the cause of that government's becoming a
laughing stock on the Continent after Sec-
retary Knox'fl strong and forceful note to

the charge: d'affaires in Nicaragua, Decem-
ber 1, 1909. in which it is clearly stated:

"From every point of view it has evident-
ly become more difficult for the United
States further to delay more active response
to the appeal sr long made to its duty to

its citizens, to it:; dignity, to Centra! Amer-
ica and to civilly-ation."

Ifthese words mean something and are
the result of thoughtful deliberation (as

we believe), the United States government
fas bound to interfere in the Nicaraguan im-
broglio, not necessarily by a military oc-
cupation of that country but by practical

mediation which can check through the
power of its moral Influence the prolonged
warfare and bring out the insurance of a
fair election.

The intended attack on Blueflelds wr»s
not planned, as you suspect, for the sake
of provoking, if possible, American Inter-
vention. It had been conceived and planned

by the Madrtz faction, which is precisely

the one dangerous element In Nicaragua

that is strongly opposed to any intervention
of the Tnited States. This intervention
will destroy at once the pernicious system

of which that faction is the beneficiary' hy

measures of unspeakable expression and
acts of ransacking which the revolution has
been struggling to destroy In an effort of
half a year's fighting.

In what hand Is the power and the abil-
ity to restore decency over there? In the
same hand whlrli with the stroke of a pen
brought to a finish the fiemlisli reign of
the oppressor Zelaya. ADOL.FO VTVA&

New Fork, .May 1!'. l»10.

AMERICAN INTERVENTION

is equal to that of four ordinary passen-
gers who havp to pay full fare. There was
a protest when the conductor entered the
Pi llman car In which the youngsters had \u25a0

section. He admitted that the plrl might

be riding on half-fare faalMmatllT hllt *•"
dared that the railroad company was 1O»-
Ing money in hauling Henry for a little less

than $3 to Portland.
A GREAT CONVENIENCE.

We have found an explanation
That applies to every need.

Every brain Rets relaxation.
From all burden It is freed.

Ifth« cliTiate is erratic
Or we k.se a baseball game

Vr> remark Jn tones emphatic,
M

"It's the cumet that"." to blame.
Now the grafters with their folly

And thp flimsy financiers
Have forsaken melancholy

Smtp a new excuse appasTS-
A dementia marks its orbit

As it leaves a wake of flam*;
Men are likely to absorb it.
It'a the comet that's t<> blame.

Hail, thou ready explanation.
It's the one ti.at has to go

Ifa k'..^ upsets a nation
Or if Johnny stubs his toe.

Whatsoe'er the dereliction.
All you do Is to exclaim

In a tone of grave conviction.
"It's the comet that's ti> hlarnP -„,„,.

—Washington Star.
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THi: VBWS THIS MORMXO.

THE WEATHHK IndlcatkHW for to-

I'Mrtly cloudy; po—lble Khowers.
ThVteomeratun yeaterday: High-st. 77

< "ITY.
—

Stocks were strong. ===== An
<•«! d^r from abroad for 50,000 bales of cot-
ton at 15 cents a pound was figured out
;;s showing a profit of $1,500,000 for
Jam^s A. Fatten. ', The Erie Rail-
road signed a new wage agreement with
its conductors and trainmen, involving
t<-, increase of about Iper cent. . In
m proceeding against the receiver of the
Fidelity Funding Company a judgment
iredltor alleged that there were assets
« xcecdinp 53,000,000. and blamed Patrick
J. ECeJran for the delay in winding up
the concern's affairs. =.-;

—
An assistant

l.utler employed by Senator Aldrich
committed suicide in \u25a0 city hotel. -

\u25a0

A daring operation on a fast train on the
Long Island Railroad to prevent an in-
jured man from bleeding to death failed
to save bis life. ===== Tin referee's re-
port on the suit of a taxpayer held that
the construction of the Patterson reser-
voir in the Croton watershed was un-
necessaiT-

===== Detectives arrested a
man Bald to be a trunk thief who has
been trailed all over the world for three
yor.rs. \u25a0

-
The police arrested two men

v bo they say are guilty of extensive
ferneries.

FOREIGN.
—

Count Jacques de Lesseps

flew across the English Channel in a 50-
liorsepower Bl£riot monoplane in fifty

minutes, landing safely a mile inland:
he expects to make a return trip to
Calaiß to-day. =.=. Ecuador and Peru

have accepted Secretary Knox's offer of
mediation; the action of Kins Alfonso in
v.ithholding: his award has caused com-
ment in Washington. = = Few changes

h the policy of Edward VIIare expected
:\u25a0• be made by KingGeorge: it seems im-

.hub!.- that the new ruler will gratify
tlk -demands of the extremists. =
S^nvthing' like an agreement between
Kngland and Germany seems to have
1 <--en •:tain*»d by the attentions and cour-
i sy shown by the Kaiser to the English
royal bouse and high officials.

-
Six

notable paintings by J. S. Sargent are
shown at the Art Club's exhibition in
L..id<Mi and a number of daring carica-
tures by Max Beerbohm are subjects of
toir.nvnt. ===== Queen Victoria of Spain
v.'s delivered of a child, stillborn.

DOMESTIC.
—

President Taft sent a
t< lngram at congratulation to President
<:<.ni--z on th«« eighth anniversary of
Cuban independence. ===== President and
Mrs. raft, «*x-President Roosevelt, Will-
lam Jennings P.ryan, King George of
Kngland and President Diaz of Mexico
a- ere elected life members of the World's
Eunday (tool Association, in convention
in Washington. ===== In a speech before
Ifx Louisiana Bar Association, at Baton
].•!.• Archibald R. Watson. Corporation
Coansel of this city, declared that New
York's hope for clean government was
centred In Mayor Gaynor: he attacked
two former city officiate. === Speaking
;it \u25a0 Cbicag« "dinner. Lewis Nixon de-
clared that the United States should not
s^iur^ the use <>l the Panama Canal
equally with other nations. = The
committee <>f Senators, composed of
Messrs. Cobb, Hinman and Ifeade, con-
ferred with Governor Husrhes at Albany

on \u25a0 compromise Milon direct primaries
\u25a0rhich it was decided to draft to-day.

. The main tent of the Barnum and
Bailey circus was totally destroyed by

lire at Scbenectady. N. V.; fifteen thou-

sand persons were in a panic, and hun-
di^ds fainted.

CONGRESS.
—

Senate: The session was
devoted entirely to memorial services in
honor of Representatives David A. de Ar-
mond, of Missouri, and Francis W. Cush-
man. of Washington. \u25a0 House: Party

Issues beM the attention of the House
jn-daj\ while the proposed appropriation
of 5230,000 in the sundry civil bill to en-
able President Taft's Tariff Board to
collect information for him was pending
theoretically: speeches were mad** by the
minority leader. Champ Clark; Henry S.
Boutell, of Illinois, and Mr. Fogs, of
Massachusetts.

G


