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What the Schools Should Do

IN the public schools there should be a department
of correct speech It should be graded to sup-

ply the needs oi corresponding grades in other de-
partments, beginning with the most important of
them all. the kindergarten. Where new teacher, are

engaged in any department, ability provided, prefer-

ence should be given to those who command well
trained voice,. In this way the whole personnel of
institutions could be advanced to a proper standard
without any hint of revolutionizing, and finally be
settled upon satisfactory basis.

Those public schools, excellent as they may be in
other direction-,, at present persistently turn out
hard raucous, nasal voiced students in droves, to go
through life aiding uncon ciou ly oi indifferently in
the general din Reformation oi this culpable over-

tablished in publv schools, the move-
meni would logically work itseli out with the ma

At present Americans of refinement are by no

means freer oi unmu ical voices and nasality than
the rest; each section, for obvious reasons, being

ted according to local environment.
With awakened knowledge to the importance of

voice training for their children, thai portion attend-
ing private school would by preference be sent to
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that school, university, and pulpit signally fail to
accord it.

The stage is a tremendous influence. At no time
in the history of the world has theater attendance
equaled that of to-day in America. In one city of
late the ministers en bloc have set down the stage as
an instrument of the devil, a place of nakedness and
debauchery. There is in mind a club of women at
Evanston, Illinois, whose mission it is to study good
plays and further them, and to avoid and warn

against l>ad ones. Such a movement is helpful, it
has worth and value; but wholesale, unqualified
denunciation recoils only upon those who make it.
The public, undisturbed, continues to attend the
theater. Ministers find their congregations dwin-
dling, they rise in protest.

In the good speaking voice, either from stage or
pulpit, lies equal power of impression upon the lis-
tener. The stage has recognized that which the pul-
pit aj>] 'ears faintly to realize, the power of the musi-
cal speaking voice.

Some who protest against the sta^e might learn
from it why they fail to attract and hold their hear-
ers. Even a good sermon delivered in a bad voice is
a lost effort.

That there is no known instrument equal inbeauty
to the human voice is so trite that it would scarcely
be needed to repeat it, were it not that the truism

seems so seldom remotely connected with the speak-
ing voice. The musical speaking voice is as effective
as the singing one. That is a point upon which too

great .tress is impossible.
A man who lacks smooth, agreeable intonation

might as well place his voice in an agreeable register.
If he takes a little pains he willlikely soon find in
what part of his throat that register lies.

There is n<> voice so disagreeable that it is incapa-
ble of improvement, and the worst point in the mat-

ter is that many oices are disagreeable only because
of the careless indifference to the musical quality
naturally in them. A voice used consistently, even
with slight ear to its training, will certainly grow
mellower.

With the young, at an age when everything leaves
vivid impression, lies, as Ihave said, the real hope
of complete voice training and development. In
their case the call is imperative.

The sch n I are largely responsible for bad pro-
aunciation, enunciation, and faulty tone quality of
voice. The teacher himself may speak with an ex-
aggerated bur or possess some individual vocal evil;

the child generally loving the teacher, imitates him

rinzly even more than it imitates the parents.
Vet the' Board of Education is not bothered any-

where by any such defects in engaging teachers.
The teacher on the other hand, is nowise disturbed,
so'long as the pupil's answer is technically correct,

by either the enunciation or the tone in which it is

raven The same may be said of the Sunday school
teacher, in whose power lies so strongly an oppor-

tunity through practical example. Here too we find
careless inattention, or that i1is regarded as some-
thing outside the Sunday school province

_.
Both divisions appear ignorant or forgetful of the

fact that where the teacher speaks properly the child

will also through imitation. . ,

To go into the higher plane of university educa-

tion faulty enunciation and unmusical tone quality
seem to flourish with equal luxuriance. ];ew P™-

fes^ors give in their lectures any examples of the nat-

ural and musical delivery of which the human voice

capable; a mere droning or a dead level of monot-

ony inspeech is their routine of choice.

Droning in the Pulpit

T\ the pulpit a goodly share of good sermons is de-

Porivedof its possible value by the same traditional
drbmSTwhich improvement though it may be on
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