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~ 'DIAZ'S OPPONENT ARRESTED

?Madero in Jail, with Election
! Three Weeks Off.

Acoording to a private dispatch re-
| ceived in this city yesterday from Mon-
terey, Mexico. Francisco J. Madero, who
has been running against General Diaz
for the Presidency of Mexico on the
tickets of the Anti-Re-election party and
National Democratic party, was secretly
| arrested on Mondayv night, and is now
in prison.

The message was from a friend of
Madero to a man who is associated with

(him 'in some business enterprises, and
| read:

“Last night, with inconceivably lux-
urious arbitrariness, they arrested |

Pancho, on the pretext that he aided
in the flight of Estrada, a thing which is
Indignation general. We are
There is no danger. He is

|
|
|
|
{
|
So.

here,

not
{al
icalm.”
“Pancho™ is a nickname for Fran- |
cisco. Estrada is R. Estrada, a lawyer,
who aroused the indignation of Presi-
dent Diaz by delivering speeches in !
favor of Madero, and fled just as he was |
to be arrested on the order of Diaz. {
Madero belongs to a wealthy and
| prominent family in the northern part of |
Mexico.
| The Presidential election will be held

{

on June 235.

LIGHTNING'S DEADLY WORK

' Kills Many in Germany and Ig-
nites Nitroglycerine Plant.
June T

i-—Lightning struck a
nitroglycerine factory at Schlebusch, six
miles from Cologne, to-day, causing a
terrific explosion, which was distinctly

Cologne,

felt here and was thought by many; per:,
sons to be an earthquake. |
The explosion occurred at the noon
hour. when the men had stopped work.
of them in the dining hall
others had gone to their homes. |
Twenty were wounded. several of them |
dangerousiy, and a large section of the
building was destroyed
The death of many
is reported from several
Germany At
hands were Kkilled,
soldier doing guard and at
Rothenbergen the Burgomaster's son |
were killed. i
A whole company of an infantry regi- |
ment that was marching into camp at
Dresden was hurled to the ground by
a bolt Three soldiers were killed out-
right and fifteen others were seriously
injured 1

{
{

SUPPOSED FIRE DEVELOPS

Commissioner D?monstrates Box
317-Four Firemen Overcome. |

Deputy Fire Commissioner Arthur 3. |
O'Keeffe was showing the members of |
the Wyckoff Heights Board of Trade |
" to ring in a fire alarm last night !
and used a small fire alarm box.

Now. suppose there was a fire at |
Box 317." he said. *T would pull this"—— |

The sentence broke off when his chauf- |
feur rushed in !

“Commissioner,” he exploded, ‘“‘there’s |
a two-alarm fire at Box 317." '

The Commissioner left the hall. at the
corner of Wyckoff and De Kalb avenues,
znd went to No. 958 De Kalb avenue,
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His Voice Gave Cut.
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belonging to
The fire was a stubborn
firemen were overcocme

repair shop
Milk Company.
and several
by smoke |

Willisan Haves and James Prender- |
gast, of Engine Company 118, and Bat-
talion Chief Langan were found., and/|
were being carried out when their res- |
cuers stumbled over a grating Thev |
raised this, and underneath it found two

one,

{

Harrison, of Engine Company 130. These

men had picked up the grating and
gone into the cellar to fight the fire|
and the grating had falien and caged
them Thev were almost suffocated !
ahén found

Dr. De Long. of the Fire Department,
and an ambulance surgeon from Bush-
wick Hospital, attended the men, and
they were able to go to their homes.
| The building was gutted, with a loss
of about $5.000
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JACK ABERNATHY HERE

Showed Colonel Roosevelt How to|
Catch a2 Wolf Alive.

Jack Abernathy, of Oklahoma Ci
showed Theodore Roosevelt how to capture
and kill a wolf with his bare hands, regis-
the Hotel Breslin last night =t 8
o'cloc ). and went to bed at 9 o'clock. He,
ust come from the West and was so
when he retired the hotel men
said hc would not see newspaper men
Abernathy is the father of the “Cow-
Kids,” _Louis and Temple, who are
making the trip Oklahoma to New
York on horseback, slready passed
through Washing'~n, saw Mr.
Taft, and Baltimore
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About 1,200 to Cheer Roosevelt from

Position in Fifth Avenue. |
Theodore |
afternoon
Execu- |

for the reception of
Roosevelt were made vesterday
the meeting of the Republican
Committee of Kings County. State |
imothy L Woodruff was |
resent. In response to a letter from Cap-
+ain Arthur F. Cosby, secretary of the
executive committee of the Roosevelt Re- |
Committee, the committee decided |
for along the line of |

Plans

at
tive
Chairman

to a position

appiy

| march in lower Fifth avenue, !

About twelve hundred Republicans will |
sather in front of headquarters, No 14
Court street, at 16 o'clock on the mnrningJ
June 18, and will march across '!m:.
Brooklyn Bridge, deaded by Charles
Devoy, leader of the 7th Assembly District;
D Ralston, leadér of the 1st As-|
sembly |
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of

8 |

Harry
District, and a brass band
|

{
i

Representative of Swedish King Com- |

|
pares Him with Great Characters. ]
[By Telegraph to The Tribune.]

Rock lIsland, 1li., June 7.—Bishop
Scheele, personal representatiye of the King |
of Sweden to a Swedish historical conven-
tion paid remarkable tribute to |
Theodore Roosevelt in an address 19-day .
“There is something about him,” he “;d‘f
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SHOCKS BRING DFATH

AND HAVOC TO ALY

Panic and Suffefing the Fate of
the Southern Province
of Avellino.

RULERS HURRY TO SCENE
Frenzied Mob, Attributing Re-
newed Disaster to American
Clergymen, Seeks to
Hang Them,

Avellino, Ttaly, June 7.—An earth-
quake, characterized by one severe shock
and several minor shocks, which oc-
curred soon after 3 e’clock this morn-
ing, wrought great havoc through the
province of Avellino, in the Compart-
ment of Campania. The entire region
for a radius of fifty miles was thrown
into a panic.

While the city of Avellino practically
escaped damage, the town of Calitri.
some thirty-five miles distant., suffered
severely. Reports received here indicate
that half the buildings in Calitri have
been wrecked. The number of killed in
that place is estimated at from twenty-
five to fifty, while scores have been badi_v
injured.

From many other towns and villages
come stories of fallen homes, death and
suffering. At San Sele, in the province
of Potenza, six persons were killed and
five injured. The convicts in the prison

| at Benevento became panicstricken and

tried to force their way past the guards
they overpowered by the
troops.

King and Queen Rush Thither. -

King Victor Emmanuel and Queen
Helena arrived here at 10 o'clock this
evening, but remained on the train,
where they spent the night. They will
proceed to-morrow morning to' Calitri
and other stricken towns, and later will

were

| be joined by the Duke of Aosta, who is

now on his way here.
To-night the people Avellino, although
somewhat reassured by the fact that the

| shocks did not recur through the day,

are remaining in the open. Crowds are
gathered in the squares and the fields
around the town, where fires have been
lighted, about which are gathered pitiful
groups, who fear to return to their
hoemes.

Ten persons are said to have met
death at San Sossio, where the sulphur
waters with which the district is rich,
were released from bounds by the dis-
turbance and flooded the vicinity. From
the flood noxious gases arcse.

At Chianche a house fell burving and
One person was
killed, and several were injured at Cas-
telbaronia. Calabritto was badly dam-
aged.

Squads of workmen, together with de-
tachments of scldiers, were dispatched
from this ylace to assist the suffering
villagers.

From Sleep to Panic.

It wag¢ in
The sleeping town was aroused by shak-

ing walls,

thousand inhabitants, who live in daily
fear of a seismic disaster.

Half naked men, womeén and chilcren
fled from their homes screaming with
terror. They had in their minds visions
Reggio.
there was gossiped about in
this region a prediction that the ap-
proach of Halley's comet portended the
end of the warld.

The authorities kept their heads, but
theyv the mad rush
districts outside
The wildest confusion pre-
vailed, and the frightened could
not be reasoned with nor stopped. In
the squares hundreds threw themselves

could not stay

the city

ones

upon their faces and implored the mercy |

the
in half organ-

of the A!mighty Then
fervor found expression
the
protector
the

of the
sanctuary®

the
Others climbed
Monte Vergine.

Excitement Kills Old Man,

to on

After several hours of frantic entreaty |
| the

re-estab-
of calm, and relief
It was then
been  killed,

authorities succeeded in
semblance
organized

had

lishing a
squads were

found that one

no

though one aged man had died on ac-|

count of excitement Many houses were

| damaged, as were the belfriessof the
churchcs

Throughout the day the police were

bringing together the scattered

frightened ones. Word that the King
and Queen were on the way here served
to afford new courage to the people and
had a good effect in restoring order

Naples, June 7.—An carthquake of un-
asual intensity was experienced through-
out Southern Italy, including the dsland
of Sicily, at 3:07 o'clock this morning.
The extent of the damage wrought had

jnot been determined this afternoon, but

it is believed that some thirty-seven per-
sons were killed and that property losses
ertain districts will be heavy.

The disturbance disrupted telegraph
communication generaily in the
inces most affected, and further detalls
are awaited with apprehension.

A report from Avellino de-
scribed the narrow escape from death at
the hands of a superstitious mob of a
party of American clergymen who hap-
ened to Le in the province when the
arthquake occurred. of the
stricken populace believed that the
ity wes due to the presence of the
and attacked the latter with
the avowed purpose of hanging them.
Fnrxunanl_\‘. the police learncd of the
nd rescued the ministers, after-
orting them to a safe distance
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The ghock Was felt for ten seconds in

the pr“““wp of A\'vlm"m. It was "also
felt strongly for a t.lorter period at
Cozenza. paola, Catanzaro, Regglo, Po-
tenza, Benevento, Capua and Melfi, but

Continued on .e-rond page.
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thé darkest hour of the |
morning when the shock was felt here.

the rattling of furniture and }

| the falling of plaster from the ceilings.
In 2 moment panic had seizéd the twenty |
\

fﬁr‘

shrine of %St.|
town. |

KILLS HIMSELF.IN~
CROWDED THEATRE

Manufacturer ‘a  Suicide ' in
Columbia Theatre as Sho
Is Ending..

SHOT

THOUGHT - IT . STAGE
Audience, Save . fo;-: Few Who
Saw Man Fall Dead on Chair,
Filés Out Quietly as Or- =

chestra P_lay&On.

4 :
TWhile orchestra and chorus were flood-

the Columbia Theatre, Broadway and
47th street, Charles Talbert. a corset
manufacturer, of No. 388 Park avenue,
stood up in ;)ne of the stage boxes and,
placing a revolver to his right ﬁmple.
fired a bullet into his brain. As he fe!!
| across one ‘of the seats those in the box
| with him and a party in an adjoining

| box became panicstricken and tumbled
| over one another in their efforts to es-

]
| cape from danger.

Talbert had entered the box egrly in
the evening and 'te those who observed
him his actions-sgemed peculiar.

left the box and paeed up and down in
the: corridor. Then he would return,
mopping his forehead with a handker-
chief and sit fidgetting in his seat.
attracted more than usuaj attention be-
cause of his height—he was well over
six . feet.
| dressed. .
| Largely because :;t the noise mage. by
the orchestra and the chorus—it ibeing
ithe finale of the performance—many of
| those in the theatre did mnot realize that
{a man had killed himself. -Mogt péople
| thought the revolver shaof was part of
| the performance. Those in jthe poxes,
| however. who had a clear. view of the
| dramatic climax, to the e\'enlﬁ"s enter-
| tainment, knew that it wag ne stage
| death that they had seen.

Fireman Prevents Panic.

Men and women fell over chgirs in
their wild rush for places of safety.
They were marshalled into some sem-
 blance of order by Fireman Jochn Mc-

:Kennedv. who was on detail at. the thea- |

| tre. He opened all the exits and led the

women in the boxes and the, first bal-
| cony out into the street, telling them not
| to raise an outecry.

| precautions, however, many joined in the

i rush for the doors. :
|  William Hickey, the leader of the or-

écheslra. when he witnessed Talbert'sact |

{ urged the pringinals on the stage o
greater -efforts, trying to quell the fears
{ of the audience. Although the man's
body lay in full sight of those en . the
| stage as they swung through the strains

of some comedy hit they never wavered, I

;but continued to sing and dance.

| Just as it-appeéaréd thAt the éntiré
audierice would leave' thé theatre in or-
derly 'fashion the housé’ Was eléctri-
fied ‘by the shouts of a ™an apparént-
v in trouble. Ha was scréaming fhr
help. The ushers and Patrélman White,
who had run in from the streét., imme-
diately tried to make their wav through
the crush of péople on thé sécond land-
| ing to the box wlere Talbert had killed
| himself '

Wheén they finally succeedéd in fight-
ing their way to the hox they found a
man lving near the body. trying to es-
cape from a dozen meén who were aim-
ing kicks and blows at him. It appeared
that those who were trying to get at the

| and their shouts of ‘“Murderer! Catch
| him!" and similar cries filled with dread
those still in the theatre.

It was only after a desperate fight with
those about him that the police weré
able to rescue the man from the,clutches

religious |

of those who were intent on wreaking
i‘vongoan(-e on him. -
| Talbert Died Instantly.

As soon as the theatre had been

‘
cleared Patrolman McLaughlin, of the
West 47th street station, called an am-

bulance from  ~ Flower Hospital The
| surgeon said that Talbert must have
i died almost instantly. While awaiting

the arrival of the Coroner Captain Fen-
nelly. of the West 47th street station,
took charge.
several letters and cards being found.
It was from these papers that Talbert's
identity was learned.

The police informed Talbert's wife,
Mrs. Lina Talbert, of No. 368 Park ave-
nue, of the death of her husband. She
immediately hurried down to the station
and identified the body. She said that
her hushand had suffered financial losses
lately, but did not seem unduly de-
| pressed on that account.

Other letters found on Talbert. were
addressed to the police and the Coroner,
| and to Dr. Andrew J." Fox," of No. o66
Park avenue. All the letters were of a
rambling nature and .showed that the
man was mentally deranged. His-body
was taken later to the West 47th street

station.

A ROCKEFELLER ' BABY

Born Ten Days Ago, Boy and His
Mother Are Doing Well.

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Rockefeller, jr., |
their |

are receiving congratulations ' at
home, No. 13 West 5ith street, on the
birth. of a boy,” who was born ten days
| ago at their home in this city. Dr. Al-
|len M. Thomas, of No. 35 West 5ith
| street; who attended Mrs.
said last night that mother and son were
| doing well. =3}

Up to about a month ago Mr. and Mrs.
Rockeféller - had: been at their country
home, at Pocantico Hills. i 4

This is the third child that has been
born to the Rockefellers. A little giri
named Babette was born on November 2,
‘ Three vears latér John D. Rocke-
]{rnpr. 34, was bhorn. Before her mar-
riage, in 1001, Mrs. Rockefeller was Miss
Abby 'G. Aldrich, daughter of Senator
Nelson W. Aldrich, of Rhode Island.

| 1003

YALE-PRINCETON BASEBALL GAME.
At Princeton, Saturday, June 11, Special

trains via Pennsylvania Ratiréad leave New

Yeork 5:25, 9:25, 10:56, 11:75 A M. and 12:85

P M . returning thirty minuteés after gams.

Round trip tickets, §2

Advt, 5%
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HOT PRIMARIES N IOWA

Carroll, Stalwart, Apparently
Leads for Governor.

|
i

'HULL MAY BE DEFEATED

' General Drift Favors “Stand-
| Patters” and Against Cum-
mins Forces.

Des Moines, Towa. June S.—All hope of
making. any definite announcement on
the Republican nomination for Gov-
ernor was abandoned at midnight, only
| 150 voting precincts out of 2,300 in the

| state having sent in unofficial returns.
IOn the basis of returns received. how-
| ever. Governor B. F. Carroll, “stand-
| pat” Republican. has an indicated ma-
| jority of 10,0060 over Warren C. Garst,
| progressive Republican, for the Govern-
| orship.
In the 1st and Tth Congress districts
| the returns are sufficiently heavy ap-
parently' to give sound basis to claims

| of the election of Prouty, progressive,

| over Congressman. Hull in the Tth,
|and Congressman Kennedy. ;‘stand-pat,”
| over 8. W. Brookhart in the 1st.
While Congressman Smith's support-
| érs in “the 9th District’ insist that the
| election is assured, ‘pogressive leaders
[assért that the réturns in Smith's térri-
tory are
claim that the progressive candidate.
Attornéy General Byers, has been de-
feated. :

The contest between N. R. Towner,
“stand-pat.” and J. H. Darrah. progres-
sive. in the §th District, is in doubt, ow-
ing ‘to.insufficient returns. :

No returns have been réceived as to
Demécratic contésts. .

feand!dates‘were nominated by ‘the pro-
| gressives. All the standpatters had'con-
testants: . g

°d District—Charles Grilk, of Daven-

|port.  ° |
(" 3d District—Charles E. - Pickett, of |
| Waterloo.~

4th District—G. N. Haugen, of North-
| wood; D. D. Murphy, of Elkader (Demo-

(Democrat).
11th - District— Elbert H.

Sioux City.
Of the- foregoing all the Republican
are incumbents, except Grilk.

Hubbard, of

gressive, was nominated in the 10th Dis-
trict. defeating Lewis H. Mayne, “stand-

| Republican, in a midnight extra edition
claims the nomination of Congressmen
! Kennedy and Smith and of H. M.
Towner, all “stand-pat’” candidates for
I('ongressinnal nominations, and of (Car-
!rull for Governor

Hull-Prouty contest doubtful. Towner
was a candidate to succeed Jamiescn in

the Sth District. :
There were Republican contests in the

1st District, where S. W. Brookhart en- |

| tered the  lists against Jaqngressman
| Kennedy, a “stand-patter”; in the 7th.
i where Judge Prcuty for the fourth time
{ sought to vanquish Congressman J. A
T. Hull; in the 8th, the old Hepburn dis-
triect, where the progressives and stal-

the respective persons of John H. Dar-
rah and Judge H. M. Towne, and in
the 9th, where Attorney General H. W.

(- Sn;l(h,

Governor Carroll made his campaign on
his state record, ignoring national topies,
but his support came largely from the
| jowa Taft Ciub, which is organizing in
every précinct to obtain an indorsement
of the Taft administration at the state
! convention next August. Garst was sup-
ported by Senator Cummins and Dolli-
! ver on a progressive platform

Burlington, lowa, June 7.—The pro-
gressive Republican cause went down in
in the 1st District primaries to-
day. Congressman Kennedy's majority
over 8. W. Brookhart, progressive, will
reach 2.000 on the basis of fairly com-
plete returns.

LABCR BEATS BASEBALL CLUB.
Cleveland, June 7.—-The labor
against the Cleveland Baseball Club was
ended to-day by an agréement by which

defeat

boycott

penéfit of a charity to be desigrated by the
union.

far too -scant to. justify the

The following _unoppnsed (‘ongressional |

crat). ;
sth District—James W. Good, of Cedar
Rapids; S. C. Huber, of Tama (Demo- |
crat}). X |
6th District—N: E. Kendall, of Albia:
Daniel W. Hamilton, of Sigourney .

Congressman Frank P. Wood, pm-é

patter.” The Democrats made no nom-
ination. ;
| “The Des Moines Capital,” regular

The extra makes the !

warts are fighting against each other in |

Byers ran against Congressman Walter

the baseball company is to employ only
unlon labor, and only urien goods are to|
be sold in American League parks. The

Clgveland team is th play a gpame for the!

“WILL LEVEL THE BLUFF"

5

Dubuque’s Commander Threat-
ens to Use Cruiser’s Guns.

REPLY TO MADRIZ GENERAL

Situation in Bluefields Becoming
More Critical and Consul
é Moffat's Life Is Menaced.

Bluefields. Nicaragua, June 7.—"At the
first shot fired against the American flag
or an American vessel T will
bluff.”

This is the reply made to-day by Com-

mander Harold K. Hines. commanding
the American gunboat Dubuque to a
threat made by General Rivas, of the
Madriz force holding Bluefields Biuff, to
stop by force any vaessels of whatever
pationality ertering the harbor.
General Rivas has practically
the United States. declaring that he will
disregard the proclamation issued from
Washington en May 31 to the effect that
the United States government denies the
right of either faetion to seize American
owned vessels or property without con-
(sent of and re¢ompense to the owners.
He has warned Commander Hines

gthat he will prévent by force, regardless |

! &f flag, any furthér véssels from enteér-
{iag he harbor. In response to this the
| American commander immediately sént
to him the above message, which would

which may invelve the United States,
but the Ameérican officers here are of
|'the opinion that General Rivas will not
| attempt to make good his threat in an
effort to collect customs duties.

There are constant rumors of threats

against the life

| situation at Bluefields, instead of quie't-
f General Carton,
|thf= retreat of General Chavarria, one of
{ the commanders of the Madriz army,
has overtaken him at a mining point
some distance from Rama.

The prisoners who were taken at th.
time of the defeat of General Lara have
i been put to work on the streets of Blue-
| fields, under the charge of sanitary of-
ficers and marines. General Estrada is
!shnu ing a irm hand. He is opening up

{ the banana trade, which is helping
business in other directions. General
Lara is still in flight in the swamps,

pursued by General Saenz, who is send-
ing prisoners from the Madriz forces
back daily.

Washington, June 7.—The news that Com-
mander Hines tnreatened bombardment of
| Bluefields Bluff in case the Madriz force
attempted interference with American ship-
ping entering the harbor did not occasion

i
: surprise here.

| At the request of the State Department
| the Navy Department some days ago issued
'cnmprehel.si\'e orders to the commanders
Inf the Americarn naval vesssls standing
| guard off Blueficids. and the State Depart-
ment simultaneously served notice on Pres-
fdent Madriz that this government would

government to collect customs duties after
the Estrada party had removed the custom
house to the city.

That a clash might come sooner or later
was the general fear when the orders were

issued.

AN APPEAL FROM ESTRAD

'Wants Cartago Court to Sway
Madriz Toward Mediation.

| Washington, June 7.—General Estrada,
the Nicaraguan insurgent chief, has ap-
pealed to the Cartago Court of Justice,
{ asking its influence to obtain from Presi-
dent Madriz a reply to Estrada’s offer of
March 14 last, proposing that the United
States mediate between the two, and that
an election be held for President, at which
neither Estrada nor Madriz shall be can-

didates.
The following is the text of the letter sent

by Estrada to the president of the court,
through the United States Consrlate at
| Bluefields:

Now that we have totally destroyed the

— o ——

level the

defied |

mean the annihilation of the handful of |

Madriz troops now remaining in this
neighborhood.
A critical situation has thus arisen |

of Thomas P.  Moffat,
the American Consul here; and the whole |

ing, has assumed a more serious aspect.
who has followed un

not recognize tke right of the Managua

armies of Generals Lara, Godoy and Cha-

-

EASTERN ROADS
AOOPTTAFTSTERYS

'No Rate Increases Until Com-
merce Commission Passes
on Reasonabieness.

'RATE BILL IN CONFERENCE

I - -
| House and Senate Act on Presi-
dent’'s Reguest to Make
Measure Immediately
Effective.

fFrom Tae Tribune Bureau. ]
VWashington, June 7.—President Taft
| rormnded out his victory of yesterday by
’uh"uininz a similar concession to-day
| from the managers of the Eastern rail-
;j. ads, as a result of which no rates in
| the entire section of the Atiantic sea-
ir'mrﬁ to Chicago and north of the Ohio
| River vill be increased until the Inter-

| state Commerce Commission has had an

|
|
|
|
|
|
{
|

opportunity to investigate in advance the
; reasonablsnesa of any proposed advance.
| Moreover, President Finley of the South-
ern Railway assured the President that

{his road will make no increases ex-
i

cept under the provisions of the new
{law and expressed the belief that all
other rcads in the Southern territory
| will be guided by the decision of the

+:jon indicates where the greatest damage was dore by the earthquake. | Southern

This means that as a result of the per-
sonal negotiations of the President the
shippers throughout the entire country
| are protected from immediate advances
‘iin rates_and from all advances until tha
| reasonableness thereof shall have been
i determined by the Interstate Commerce

|
i

| Commission. The saving to the ship-
| pers of the country is inca cufable, while
the railroads also benefit in that they

| are saved from the great egpense of ex-
‘l‘.mtiw’ litigation and the uncertainty
| which would have attended the value of
?t:’mir securities had theyv entered info a
| judicial conflict with the government.
| Congratulations poured into the White
| House all day on vesterday's victory,
| and when the details of to-day’s confer-
| ence became known the enthusiasm of

the shippers in every section knew no
| bounds.
| -
Mr. Taft’'s Diplomacy Wins
The President made it clear tb-das

| that the administration had in mind ne
| prosecution of the Eastern railroads un-
der the Sherman law. but by diplomacy

he brought the executives of the rail-
rcads to see the wisdom of the course
{ he advocated. The heads of the rail-

roads do not believe it will take the In-
terstate Commerce Commission anything
like the eleven months provided in the
pending railroad bill to defermine tha
reasonablenéss the xeverse of pro-
| posed increases in rates. Thev assume
! that the commission will approve or dis-
! approve in principle great numbers of
rates en bloc, or, in other words, that it
will detérmine the equity of certain key
rates, to which all other changes will be
made to conform

| Those present at to-day’
were President MecCrea. of the Pennsyl-
vania Company. Judge Massey,
| general counsel: President Brown, of the
| New York Central, and President Fin-
’!“}. of the Southern Railw The gov-
! ernment was represented by the Presi-
dent and the Attorney General. The
conference was entirely friendly, and
lasted only an hour and a half, the rail-
! road men havinz come with a pretty
clear understanding of what was expect-
| ed of them from yesterday's agreement.
When the conference ended the follow=-

or

3

conference

with

€

{irg statement was gifen out at the
| White House:
At the invitation of the President,

’James MecCrea, president of the Penn-
sylvania companies, with Judge Massey,
general counsel: W. €. Brown, presi-
dent of the New York Central lines, and
W. W. Finley. of. the Southern Rail-
| way, met the President at his office for
la conference with respect to the pro-
| posed advance of rates, which had
already been filed by the trunk lines and
{ contral freight lines with the Interstats
| Commerce Commission, to be effective
{July 1 ard thereafter

At the conference it was agreed that
if the amendment reeommended in the
message of the President this morning to
the pending railroad bill was adopted,
and if the bill became a law on or before
July 1. no agreement was necessary to
bring the rates in question before the

Interstate Commerce Commission for in-
vestigation and decision before they be-
lcame effective. But it was further
agreed that if the enactment of the rail-
road law was deferred, or it should
| otherwise become necessary, the rail-
| road companies would sudbmit the pro-
| posed advance in rates to the Interstats
:L"Wlllnll’rc(' Commission in accordance
with the provisions of the new law.

Mr. Finley. the president of the South-
ern Railway, stated that as to Southern
{ territory hisscompany. while recognizing
| the necessity for some increase in soma
i of the rates, had taken no action as yet,
so that there was no need of any stipu=-
lation by his company.

It appears that the first suggestion of
a conference between the President and
| the railroad executives came from Presie
| dent Cutter of the Pere Marquette Rail-
| way who saw Mr. Taft on his recent
| Western trip. Mr. Taft indicated his en-
‘,tire willingness to confer with the raile

road presidents, and President W. G
| Brown then wrote him asking if such a
conference would be agreeable, the Prese

| ident replying in the affirmative,

| No Promise of Immunity.

In neither to-day’'s ner vesterday'®
conference did the President make any
promise of immunity from prosecution
under the Sherman law other than the
promise that proceedings pursuant to the
injunction against the Western TraMo
Association would not be pressed.

There is obvious relief among the rail«
road men over the settlement of what
at one time threatened to be a serious
conflict between the governmerc and
| their roads. They feel that a grave
erisis has been passed, and while they

varria. which were arrayed against Blue- i s 3 - e
flelds and Rama, with the loss of all theti.r declare that the shmy»era have obtnined
éssentials of war ana hundreds of lives. ' the best of the bargain they are loud in
the pfovisional government believes it to their praizes of the diplomacy of Presi-

be its duty, animated, as

| nat as yeu replied to our
| March 14 last

| " To accomplish this end, which
minate the misfortunes which affect
npation, permit appeal to your

tribunal. which has nobly

message

» always, by these
sentiments for peace, to insist on the nego-
tiations pending with Dr. Madriz, who has
dated

will ter-
the
honerable
expressed itself

dent Taft. The situation was one wheras
A false step or a lack of tact and judg-
| ment might have worked incalculable
harm, and now all dangers have been
averted and an agreement reached which
is to the entire satisfaction of all con-

as interest<d in the peace and tranquillity -

of this poor ;"OHMH’- :hhalDl! may interpose cerrfed This was well exvressed by
s valued influence wit r. Madriz 1o the - P £ 3 © Mo

NS4 that he accept our proposals, “,m”.i(}(»nrgr W. Perkins, of J. P Jorgan &
consist principally in the friendly media- | Co., whe sajd to-day

[tion of th
| bases already brough

sour high tribunal.  JUAN ESTRADA.

y
l-e American government and other
t to the knowledge of |

The ratircad que'stm.'! affects managers

land owners of rallroads, the goverm-



