Vernacular of the Race Track

SPERANTO, it is said, is making headway. But
E how many ‘‘average people” know five words of
it? Is it imaginable that the breath of universal
popularity can ever be breathed into any manufactured
language which, according to the best information, 1s so
rigid, fixed, unalterable, sedate, and proper 1}1&1 a pat-
ter or a patois or a slang can never be evolved out of 1t?
It isn’t possible to conceive of a I».’ucl:;xll *“fan’” **root-
ing" in Esperanto, nor a “‘horse bug™ Esperantist howl-
ing himself black in the face over a field of rh-)r:mgh-
breds turning into the stretch. It isn’t possible either to
conceive of the baseball *fan’” or the ‘" horse l.)u;»\{ T giv-
ing up, for all the Esperantos that ever may be invented,
the pat and illuminative phrases that they have already
invented, devised, and chosen wherewith to express
themselves.

Already we have transferred scores of these baseball
and racing terms to the currency of our every day
speech, and this sort of transplantation goes on unceas-
ingly. Men who begin by using quite precise language
involuntarily fall into the use of the patter when they
become interested in either of the great American out-
door sports, baseball or racing.

Recently, meeting a friend just returned from the race
track, I asked him what horse had won a certain race.
“Dandelion, he win,”” was his offhand reply—and this
man had taken honors at Harvard! No race track
“regular,” in talking it over, ever says that he “won" a
bet. “I win a bet,” is his way of twisting the tense
about.

The slang of the baseball diamond probably is of
wider currency than the patter of the paddock; because,
for one reason, there are more Americans interested in
baseball than there are in racing, and because again the
patois of the baseball park is more readily understood
than the quaintly picturesque lingo of the ruce track.

It would be possible for a man not familiar with
racing patter to listen to a group of racing “‘regulars™
“pony buzzing'' for an entire evening without in the
least understanding what they were talking about.
American track slang differs wholly from the patter of
the English tracks. It is
keener, more picturesque,
and more ‘‘nervous and
alive,” if, as may be, it is
more difficult to understand.
It is largely a language of
paradoxes. It is humorously
overdrawn. It isin sore need
of a glossary, to which the
compilation here to follow
shall be a mere sketch or
rough draft; for a glossary of
racing slang would be an am-
ple volume.

The terms of prophecy,
in the patois of the track,
are grotesquely exaggerated.
Every horse in the race, ex-
cept the one you are elo-
quently advised te back, 1s a
“mutt,” or a ‘“‘crab,” or a
“dog,” or a ‘‘skate,” or a
“goat,’” or a ‘“‘camel,” or a
*“piece o' cheese,” or a ““hunk
o' Edam,” or anything else
that is inconsequential or ridiculous when coupled with
the 1dea of racing.

When He's Bound to Win
ND it is not sufficient that the horse vou are advised
to bet on will win with absolute certainty. That
horse will win with the most absurd ease.

“It'll be a joke.”

He'll “walk in."”

He'll “cop in a stroll.”

He'll “win on the bit"” or “on the chin strap.”

He'll “go ayv-way and hide from all o them other
(11»;:\'_"

He'll “spread eagle them others."”

He'll “trudge home all alone."”

He'll “ winsky as far as from here to the Rocky Moun-
tains and back.”

He'll “get the kale by the length of a Salt Lake
block."

He'll “cop a noddin'.”

Hell “ grease home under reefed tops'ls.”

He'll win ““in the boy's [jockey's] lap.”

“The kid on him'll be lookin” back an’ laughin'.”

The horse will **roll home.”

The horse *““could fall down and then win."”

The jockey riding him “could get off and peddle
matches, and then cop.”

I'he extraordinary animal on which you are urged to
gamble vour money could “romp around the track
twice to them others’ once and smother em.”

The *“kid on him could go asleep and then fetch him
home."”

He'll “be pulled to the shape of a pretzel” at the fin-
1sh, or “pulled to a doughnut,” or “* vanked double,” or
“hauled sideways,” when the “tape’ is reached.

He'll “make the Empire State Express look like a
one-hoss shay.”

He'll “make an ice yacht look like a treetoad nav-
igatin’ a dusty road.”

He'll *tin-can all the way

He'll “win off by himself.”

Hé'll “run the eveballs out o' them others.”

He'll “*cop from flag fall to fimsh.”

He'll “tiptoe 'em out in front all the wayovit‘uh."

He'll “be a kickin’ pebbles at ‘'em all the way.’

He *““could win on three legs.”

He could ““carry a bale o" hay and a member of the
Fat Men's Club and still win."”

He'll “‘run rings around ‘em.”

He'll “tie 'em all in figure-o’-eight knots.”

He'll “vamp down to the tape like a scared rabbit.”

He'll “grab the spinach by a sixteenth of a mile.”

“The others behind him'll finish next Tuesday week.”

He'll “be in the barn, munchin’ carrots, when they
get in.”

" He'll “be cooled out and sound asleep in his stall,
when them others reach the wire.”

And finally, to clinch it, vou are informed that this
phenomenal thoroughbred 1s “in.” *“It's in,” is the
phrase. “It’sin, the red board is down" (the red board
confirms the numbers of the three placed horses), “and
they're payin’ off on him.”

The casual racetrack visitor, uncertain as to what
horse of the field he will “go to”" (i.e., gamble on), must
be armored in a veritable Bessemer shell of incredulity
to withstand the temptation to choose as his medium of
speculation an animal of such prodigious speed and
power as these rapidly rattled off phrases portray.

But if He Loses
HE favorite that fails to do the trick is consigned by
those who have backed him to win to an unplumbed
and fathomless abyss of scorn.
% a lob,” the disgruntled ones observe of the de-
feated favorite.
“He couldn’t beat me little sister runnin’ across the
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road in a game o' prisoner’s base.

*“He couldn’t beat a steam roller goin” backward.”

*“He couldn’t head a bull up a lane.”

“He couldn’t beat a fat man in a spud race.”

“Him for the glue works."”

*“He couldn’t beat a land crab goin’ up grade.”

“He's a lump o’ Swiss.”

“He's only a mornin’ glory"" (a “morning glory,” in
the turf vernacular, being a horse that “*works great
guns’ when it comes to speed at his morning trials and
tails dismally “ when he goes to the races” in the after-
noon).

“He can’t run fast enough to keep himself warm.”

“He's a phony and a four-flush and an in-and-outer”
(“in-and-outer” being a horse of the “now vou see it
and now you don’t "’ variety, which wins gallantly to-day,
only to fall down most abhorrently to-morrow, thus
lacking in consistency). ’

*“He runs for the books™ (a horse, that is to say, that
the bookmakers can safely “lay against,” knowing that
they “have an ace under cover™).

“He's a sucker horse” (a horse, namely, that only the
“suckers™ should back; and the chaps who say this
after having backed the **sucker horse” wholly overlook
the fact that they are including themselves under that
heading).

*“He ought to be hitched to a milk wagon."

“He couldn’t beat a bum with a wooden pre p (leg] in
a sack sprint.”

“He couldn’t beat me old aunt goin' to mass.”

“He was lookin' for a hole in the fence all the way.”

“He wanted to lay down before he'd gone a furlong.”

“He just seen that other horse come alongside »‘th
look him in the eye, and he said, * You can have | Sy

“He couldn’t beat a milch cow headin’ for a crick.”

“He's there with the saffron streak.”

. "!'ll- curled up like a caterpillar in front of a grate
fire. )

“He let "em all pass him as if he was tied to a post.”
“*He couldn’t raise enough of a hl]n' to kn‘p his hoofs

from crackin’.
) I'here 1s no middle verbal ground for the race follower.
Everything must be expressed in terms that embody the
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