
less here, and the biographj-. though it has its
i&ortcomings, is at all events the b«st yet put

together. The portraits and other illustrations.
including views of Fonthill Abbey and of the

famous tower which Beckford built at Bath,

are also good to have. To the bibliography one
slight addition may be made Mr. Melville as-

cribes to 1534 an edition of the English version
of "Vathek" bearing Bentley's imprint. In the
same year Bcntley also brought out a new edi-

tion of the French text, in a little volume, con-
taining Pickering's frontispiece, a copy of which
lies fore vs.

Once mor<' South Africa. The yooßVeat of
the rommonwealths under the British crown is
bopinninp to press Canada and Australia closely
in Hse literary fi.-ld. but none of them has yet

found its Kiplincr. Tho African novels suffer
from a certain monotony of theme, whether it
b- In the r.'-w BuftUUca "African Farm." or in
tha n \u25a0 nt "Poppy." This motif crops up a^rain
m Mr Young's '"Atonement," which is a. tragedy

ATONEMENT. By F. E. Mills Young. 12mo, pp.
344. The John Lane Company.

THE 06BORJCES. By V. F. Benson. 12mo, pp. 229.
Doublec!ay. Page & Co.

FICTIOX.

South African Tragedy and London
Comedy.

TCRKEVS (IA)SEl) ERA

T I.\u25a0\u25a0- of Her Peoples and Euro-

pean Diplomacy.

It i<= a cheerful, kindly story that Mr. Benson

tells in '"The Osbonea/* who are parvenus with-
out any of the seriously objectionable charac-
teristics that have made this class of victors in

the struggle for lit.- su<"h handy material for
the novelists. To be sure, they are diamonds
in the rough, but they shine even without the
polish, so great are their merits of g-ood-heart-

edncss and so contagious is their enjoyment of
their weil-deserved good fortune. Of course,
Mrs. Osborne really belongs in the housekeep-

er's room at Plantasenet Towers, or some such
exclusive abod'\ but she does quite well in a
drawing-room in Park Lane, and her husband
matches her in every way. The couple have a
son, who has gone through Eton and Cam-

spoiled most of the way by Its author's limita-
tions.

rX»"THIIi ABBEY.

(From a print hs John Rotter.)

bridsr--. :\ handsome boy and lovable, so it is

quit< understandable that Liidy Vere d-? Vere,

who b ars another name in the story, should

Eall in love with him. ItH only after their mar-
r.. - that she discovers that he is not quite one
of "Us." To quote Mr. Chevalier, "it ain't ex-
actlj what '< does, it is the way 'c does it." and
says it. ~Slr. Benson's study of the difference.

a subtle one fur all its v. • -ijrht. is deftly done,

with nev r a shade of exaggeration. That a
youth with suv_h a rterling1 pair of immediate
ancestors as: "Mr. and Mrs Osborn:" turns out
right in the end, that he rises to the great op-
Dortur.py of the higher ncbiiity of <haracter
and of delicacy of perception ia t" b- expected.

Si sin and its ccnseQuences in the climax, but

tiresome in the longueurs that 1 ad tip to it. and
irritating in the inconceivable platitudes which
the author introduces as his philosophy of life.
This kind of fiction we get in overabundance in

our own and the English output not to mention
the French; we look to South Africa for a new

note. The r.lra that human nature is the same

tho world over willnot serve
—

at least not in the
case of that kind of human nature, which is
more and more becoming an unprofitable liter-
ary convention, entirely disproportionate to the
facts of life. Moreover, Mr.Young handles his
background but indifferently welL There is a
suggestion of the influences of the mysterious,

WILLIAMBECKFORB.
Prom a drawing by John Doyle.)

The author looks back with regret upon the
acefal, restful Constantinople of the 50's,

arnant. really Oriental, picturesque and pleas-

at for the resident foreigner. Concerning the
inir*of ir.- new Turkey he is pointedly non-
ssauttaL The book is decidedly worth while

r,fr.rral Grant was in St. Petersburg at this time.
ar.i! In told this stcrv on the authority of a ftisti
oniciad there. ~Wben~ th»> Grand Duke arriv-d at
San Stef?no he s-er.t many telegrams to the Czar,
among otners this: "We ar» in Bight of St. Sophia.
ThTe -ire- no troop.- between i:s and th«-> city. Shall
lir-nter and take possession?' All the other teJe-
{rrams Trere answered at once. Tt:s one wax not. in

i*» ful! ".t^lit-f that the Gra:;'l Dvik" wonM tmoer--
-.1 t;.;it r.e tva* to takr- the r*Fponsibility him-

• £ and occupy the city. To the great disappo^it-
m»'rt of t.v- Czar he cl.l not." General Grant
«ddfiJ tJiat this seemed to him the greatest mist-ike

\u25a0

Th* pictures of the horrors of
-

-\u25a0 flight of the
Turkish population of the country before the
advance of th« Russians after Plevna are ap-
jallinr. Skobelt-fTs Cossacks picked up hun-
..: •j-.. :' inf^i-ts that had eeo thrown away by

th-ir panicstricken parer.t?. some two thousand
more »--ere found in th^ rivers, their ties ac-

tually uainniing th^m. Corpses of victims of the
old and starvation lined the railroad from

Adrianopl*; cc^arJ. "Including the disbanded
troops, it was eFt:mat«>d that some three hun-
dred thousand reached Constantinople in such

\u25a0 a piteous state that, instead of plundering the
unprotected city, they lay down and died in the
streets and mosques.*" The account reads like

*. nightmare, only one of many in thi^ survey

of the -effects of the moves of Christian diplo-

njicy upon the fate of the pec-P'^s of the Balk-

Dr. Washburn*? •\u25a0• Elections of Constanti-
nople are strung on a history of Robert College

during ihe first forty years of its existence,

ending in 21*13. This part of the book is typi-

cal of the difficulties encountered by Christian

*>ducators and missionaries in the Near East
in the past* of the uncertainty of their position

arii! its dangers, but ... the great benefits
L^stvTved by them upon the youth intrusted to

th«'!r care. Robert College was the idea and the
«ork of a New York merchant. Mr. Christopher

Rhoiniander Robert, and became a model for

later missionaries, when the Board of Foreign

Minions became converted to an educational
policy. Dr. Washburn went to Constantinople

in 1ST»8. but up to ISO!) his connection with the
college was. as lie modestly expresses it,only

an •incidental" one. In reality he rendered it
important sen'ice even then, by taking charge

of the tortuous negotiations for its establish-
ment with the Turkish government, through the
American Legation and the British Embassy.

Instructive though this part bo. the book

fvrvts a wider purpose, and is of greater in-
fr^st and service as a rapid, vivid survey of
xhe c::ang:ng social and political conditions in
Turkey during the last half of the nineteenth
century- He refreshes our memory and adds

much that is new to the history of that epoch.

V.'hen h<* first came to Constantinople French

instance was paramount at th- Yildiz Kiosk.
Aft*rIS7O began the long diplomatic struggle

I'tA-'iiRussia and England; to-day , -...any

is the friend at court, the counsellor and guide.

A panorama of conspiracies, revolts, massacres
and wars is unfolded before our eyes, with their

consequences not only in Constantinople itself,

but in all parts of the empire, in Macedonia
and Bulgaria. Armenia and Greece. Dr. Wash-
hum gives us an interesting study of Abdul
Harnid 11. who came so near to being a great

rulrr. and. even as it is, \u25a0 -•\u25a0 Laced many re-

forms that a:d\d in the enlightenment of Young

Turkey to his own ultimate undoing.

It was the authorities of Robert College who
sf-nt to England •.--\u25a0•\u25a0;- of the Bul-

garian massacres in ;VT' and forced on the
mitigation that followed in the face of Eng-

lish diplomatic necessities. Curiously enough,

I>r. WasLbura, while speaking at length of EU-
-\u25a0cr,' 1 Sehuyler in this connection, wall no
;n*-ntiun whatever cf MaeGahan.

Of the close of the Turko- Russian war he tells
in anr-cdote that may be well worth . ting

The Russian armies had Constantinople at their
m-rc; and awaited but the Emperor's word to

»r.:-.r the city in triumph:

ni-TT TEARS IN CONSTANTINOPLE AND
K>3COLiJ:CTIONS OF ROBERT COLLECE.
}}v George Washbnm, D. D.. L.T*. D. IB—
traied. Svo, pp. 317. The Houghton M:fKi::
O^r.pany.

Mr. Lovat Fraser's book, "India L'no
-

Cur-
zon and After,' i.- to be brought out next month
by Holt. The author was studying conditions
in India during the period of which he treats,

and therefore writes out of first-hand knowl-
edge.

A beautiful temple of marble will be erected
in the grove which is to be dedicated to Virgil
on the banks of the Mineio. A sculptured figure

of the poet surrounded by the Muse.; will be
placed tfterviM. and no far away will stand a
statue of Augustus, who pie.-t-rved the ••.\u25a0Knfid"
from the longing of the pet !o destroy v/hiit
he did not consider perfect. A flowery meadyv.;
willbe visible from the temple~;for ail of wiii.h
the world is indebted to the uibdom of Italy.

Mr. William De Morgan's new novel, "An Af-
fair of Dishonor," is to be published next Tues-
day. It begins with a due!, and th« scene is laid
in England at the time of the Restoration.

The Hargreavesrcopy of the Shakespeare First
Folio brought the highest price of the year in
the Sotheby book sales— slo.ooo. The "second
highest price. $7,500, was paid for that rarity,
an original Block Book alphabet of twenty-four
letters, and six leaves of ribbon letters, "dated
1404.

A violent newspaper controversy between Dr.
Sven Hedin and Mr. August- Strindberg is re-
ported from Stockholm. The latter declares that
the explorations of the former are a farce, and
that all he has done in Tibet is to revise the
map of Renart. who visited Lop Nor in 1720.
Dr. Hedin's reply is lively—he says that his
critic is not a man of truth, "he lies, he is a
mixture of Titan and the Sphinx, a parasite,
and a jackal feeding on dead men's bodies."
Mr. Strindberjr answers that be means to pub-
lish a book entitled "An Address to the Swedish
Nation." Itis altogether a pretty kettle of fish.

The mother of Miss Marjorie Bowen is, like
her daughter, a writer of fiction. She is about
to bring out a novel called "For No Man Knorr-
eth."CUI.

The Shakespeare-Bacon discussion rages anew
in England. "That Shakespeare." writes Mr.
Andrew Lang, "was the poet as well as the
player was never doubted in his ase. Never
till we come to the astute but excitable Mr.
Smith, the unhappy Miss Delia Bacon, and the
ignoramuses who followed their willo' the wisp,
with their ciphers, down to Mrs. Gnllup (I think
her name was Gollup). This wise lady sup-
ported one of her false Bacon's false dates by
the evidence of 'the Encyclopaedias'; Igot the
right date from a manuscript by Cecil, at Hat-
field. Cecil's date was not that "of Mrs. Gollup."

In his introduction to the reprint of Shake-
speare's "Merry Wives of Windsor." just added
to the "Tudor and Stuart Library." Dr. W. W.
Greg notes that the statute against profanity
was responsible for various modifications in the
folio version of the play. He gives a compara-
tive list of the main oaths and asseverations oc-
curring in the quarto and folio texts. In thequarto are seventy-seven, including a mild O:
in th» folio fifty-five, including such innocentexpletives as Trust me. the dickens, for shame,
as good lucke would have it. oh, O, Lv yea andno, out alas, and yes.

Mrs. C. C. Stepes has recently brought out a
volume on "William Hunnis and the Revels of
the Chapel Royal," as or.-- of the publications
toward the History of the English Drama is-
sued at Louvain. The book, which is said to be
primarily for scholars, deals largely with the
influence upon the young Shakespeare of the
contemporary festivities which that Elizabethan
worthy. Master Hunnis designed and arranged.
Itis stated that by dint of research Mrs. Stopea
has accumulated a great deal of information
about his life, his work, his associates and his
times.

All the authentic portraits of Robert Pirns
are now in the possession of the trustees of Che
Scottish National Portrait Gallery. Their latest
acquisition fa the portrait of the poet done in
chalks by Archibald Skirvincr. This was on» of
the treasures of the late Sir Theodore Martin.

Two former pupils of William Morris are de-
voting themselves in London to the elaborate
bindingof books, and have succeeded so far that
Continental museums are baying the results of
their craftsmanship. They are now engaged
upon a copy of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam,
which, with its illustrations, must, it is asserted,
involve a cost of many thousands of pounds.
The covers .ire inlaid with seven hundred gems.
The work of binding' if will bring to th.- crafts-
men more than 52.000. They state that the
greatest demand for th«-ir work comes from the
United States

—
that they have, for example, one

order for four books a year for five years at a
thousand dollars for each book.

Professor Villari's new historical work, "M^di-
jr-val Italy." ha.-; been translated into English
by his daughter, Mr?. Hulton, and her version
will soon be published. The history begins)
with the coronation of Charlemagne and ends
with the death of the Emperor Henry VII. We
are told that the author has endeavored to
trace a certain thread of continuity through ali
th*« discordant and disturbing :niluetj< felt
by Italy during that period.

A new translation of the Iliad in two volumes
has been brought from the press of Little,

Brown <fc Co. The translator is Mr. Prentisa
(";immiii£rs. a Eoston lawyer, who has just cele-
brated his seventieth birthday. Mr. Cummins
has employed the hexameter. In his introduc-
tion he has dismissed the historical and myth-
ical setting of the epic.

The forthcoming "Glenbervie Journal.*-" deal
with life and affairs in the last years of the
eighteenth and the first years of the nineteenth
century. Their author. Lord Glenbervio. was
the husband of one of the daughters of Lord
North. The portrait of this lady in o'd age
from the D^ncil of Ingres i.« on« of th»: most
interesting specimens of that master's genius.

A book discussing the entire question of the
origin of the numerals used by civilized man-
kind, the introduction of the aero, the influence
of the Arabs and the spread of the syst»m in
Europe is about to be brought out by Giun &.
Co. The authors. Dr. D. E. Smith, of Colum-

bia University, and Mr. Louis Karpinski, of the
University of Michigan, have made exhaustive
researches in Europe and America for the pur-
poses of their treatise. Facsimiles from rarly
Inscriptions and manuscripts will illustrate the
text.

LITERARY NOTES.

NTrhnla?. the new Kingof Mont^ri^prn. is said
\u25a0 b- prouder of his poetry than of anything
s<v ..Hi? "Ode to the Sea" has merit He has
r:;t;n •,•:••.- on Tennyson and has translate
"•„- of ::\u25a0•- writings of the English poet.

-. . \u25a0 . ..-. sht but for the i-si th
re, ii tl d< -r- r significance of the

nks \u25a0 baza* ters and 0 • .- acts to

b ireak. The story could b :"" \u25a0 >ut of
sferred t< v Eng b

it being af . ,

•.-.;>-.
• • -• And why make tho hi n

lr \u25a0- at first? An an :. . attempt,

Spun of the lig tesl I il, the l k i.--

iurri •:;•'\u25a0 bit Of mil T !'\u25a0< tiOIL

"The Alchemy of Hat ;;v--r is the ti
th- trans I a striking « •:-.- ntal

\u0084: . h \u25a0•\u25a0\u25a0 to tx a :\u25a0\u25a0• ••: immediatelj I the 'V\
\u25a0

\u25a0 ;;. \u25a0 -. ::\u25a0 s." The author \ls a I
Ai Ghazzali who uras described by Renan as
"the most original mind arnoi^ Arabian phi-

\u25a0 ph< rs."
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