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tess here. and the biography, though it has its
shortcomings, is at all events the best yet put
together. The portraits and other illustrations,
inclnding views of Fonthill Abbey and of the
samous tower which Beckford buiit at Bath,
are also geod to have. To the bibliography one
<Jight addition may be made. Mr. Melville as-
- ibes to 1834 an edition of the English version
r “Vathek” bearing Bentley’s imprint. In the
same vear Bentiey also brought out a new edi-
tion of the French text, in a littie volume, con-
.ining Pickering’s frontispiece, a copy of which

es before us.

TURKEY'S CLOSED ERA

The Lot of Her Peoples and Euro-
pean Diplomacy.
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FICTION.

South African Tragedy and London
Comedy.

ATONEMENT. By F. E. Milis Young.
344. The John Lane Company.

THE OSBORNES. By E F. Benson.
Diwoubleday, Page & Co.

12mo, pp.
12mo, pp. 339.

Once more South Africa. The youngest of
the commonwealths under the British crown is
beginning to press Canada and Australia closely
in the literary field, but none of them has yet
found its Kipling. The African novels suffer
from a certain monotony of theme, whether it
be in the now forgotten “African Farm,” or in
the recent “Poppy.” This motif crops up again
in Mr. Young’'s “Atonement,” which is a tragedy

spoiled most of the way by its author’s limita-
tions.

It is a cheerful, kindly story that Mr. Benson
tells in “The Oshornes,” who are parvenus with-
out any of the serigusly objectionable charac-
teristics that have made this class of victors in
the struggle for life such handy material for
the novelists. To be sure, they are diamonds
in the rough, but they shine even without the
polish, so great are their merits of good-heart-
edness and so contagious is their enjoyment of
their well-deserved good fortune. Of course,
Mrs. Osborne really belongs in the housekeep-
er’s room at Plantagenet Towers, or some such
exclusive abode, but shke does quite well in a
drawing-rocom in Park Lane, and her husband
matches her in every way. The couple have a
son, who has gone through Eten and Cam-
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LITERARY NOTES.

Mr. William De Morgan's new novel, “An Af-
fair of Dishonor,” is to be published next Tues-
day. It begins with a duel, and the scene is laid
in England at the time of the Restoration.

The Hargreaves copy of the Shakespeare First
Folio brought the highest price of the vear in
the Sotheby book sales—$10.(0). The second
highest price. $7,500, was paid for that rarity,
an original Block Book alphabet of twenty-four
lﬁtters, and six leaves of ribbon letters, dated

64.

A violent newspaper controversy between Dr.
Sven Hedin and Mr. Auguste Strindberg is re-
ported from Stockholm. The latter declares that
the explorations of the former are a farce, and
that all he has done in Tibet is to revise the
map of Renart. who visited Lop Nor in 1720.
Dr. Hedin's reply is lively—he says that his
critic is not a man of truth. “he lies, he is a
mixture of Titan and the Sphinx, a parasite,
and a jackal feeding on dead men’s bodies.”
Mr. Strindberg answers that ke means to pub-
lish a book entitled “An Address to the Swedish
Nation.” It is altogether a pretty kottle of fish.

The mother of Miss Marjorie Bowen iz, like
her daughter. a writer of fiction. She is about
to bring out a novel cailed “For No Man Know-
eth.”
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In his introduction to the reprint of Shake-
speare’s “Merry Wives of Windsor,” just added
to the “Tudor and Stuart Librarv.,” Dr. W. W.
Greg notes that the statute profanity
was responsible for variou ns in the
folio version of the playv. S a compara-
tive list of the main oath ions oc-
curring in the quarto and fi in the
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Mrs. C. C. Stopes has recently brought out a
volume on “William Hunnis and the Revels of

the Chapel Royal,” as one of the pu ‘ations
toward the History of the English T'rama is-
susd at Leouvain. The hook. which is said to be

primarily for scholars, deals largely with the
influence upen the voungz Shakespeare of the
contemporary festivities which that Elizabethan
worthy, Master Hunnis designed and arranged.
It is stated that by dint of research Mrs. Stopes
has accumulated a great deal of information
about his life, his work, his associates and his
times.

All the authentic portraits of Robert Rurns
are new in the poscession of the trustecs of the
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chalks by Archibald Skirvine. his was one of
the treasures of the late Sir Theodore Aartin.
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