6

NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBUNE. SUNDAY,

DECEMBER

1910.

11.

Ltterary ,Net:v.r and CrtttctJ'm

An Anecdotic Study of Balzac
as a Man

RBALZAC By Frederick Lawton, M. A
With thirty-two illusir s, Svo, pp
ai, X Wessels & Biss Company.

TWhile the dedication to Rodin of this
mew hiography «f tha author of the

Comédie Humaine u\];!*.-\(":x s '« that

the sculptor’'s muc discussed statue

“firet tempted the anthor to write this

bhook.” the onening phrase of the preface
is in ality the explanation of its|
genesis .1*1-’. tendency Mr. lL.awton does {
not meree wWith the late M. Brunetidre’'s
theory, o which his study of Balzac |
vrittenn, that a knowiedge of an§
author's life not necessarily import- |
ANt 1o a just appreciation of his work
AMir. lawion takes the opposite view, in
exty form. driven to it, perhaps,

M jcademic aloofness, the r\ah\ahlo‘
ok of human svmpathy, of the Fronch!
ritic’s appreciation. Tt is, after all, a |
ction of the individual attitude of

student toward his suthor. Brune-
will suffice as the last word on the

for lovers of literature per ¢S

ot

hie will continue to prove unsatisfying
to those who, lilke Mr. Lawton, believe

th in Balzac's case at least the au-
thor's theory of and attitude toward life
in his work can ba fully understood only
in the light of his own experience as &a
man.

This book is, then, a blography first
o? gil. with constant reference to {ts
refiection in Its subject’'s works. It be-
treys & wWifs ecquaintance with the
large Balzas literature elready in ex-
istence, vet It does not lack originality
of viewpoint, which occasionally leads
the suthor into the quicksands of the
theory &s to the relation between per-
sonal experience end work which he up-
holds—it leads him into conjectura
Surely, euch a suggestion as the follow-
ing = far fetched:

In the *S Skin,” which embodies

hagreen
ssme of Balzac’s youthful experien the
hero was saved from committing suicide,
after ruining himself, by an accident which
forms x,he thread of the story. Possibly,
furing 1the hankruptcy p?oceedtngq [in re
the failure of Bzlzac's venture in the print-
thersa may have been a fit

| un’ co-prdinates the

| the outwardness of Balzac's life, includ-
mg a chapter on the portraits. of -him
lrawn by  his contemporaries. As &
study of the man in his larger signifi-
cance the work will not supersede its
serious predecessors.  In fact. it inclines
e to agree with Brunetidre’s opinion,
apart alwayvs from the lack of sym-
pathy in his treatinent of Balzac's work
even apart from his life. Mr. Lawton
adds not a cubit to his hero’s stature.

ewh'ch urged the irwl\'ent printer
is own troubles in th

If Mr. Lawton scarcely -ncoeodl ]
gtving the Human Comedy & new inter-
est, and hardly proves the closeness of
the relationship between it end its sv-
thor's own experiences in 1'fs, he cer-
tainly furnishes still another anecdotic |

Jife of Balzaa This latest of his b1og- | trations by his wife,

raphers is, indeed, no blind hero wor-]
shipper, but ha covers his hern's foibles

1

|

H
{leve

BALZAC.
(From Danton’s comic statue.)

He &!4 not intend to do this, no doubt.
But one wonders if ha fully realizes to
what extent the result of his lahor of
has a decidedly opposite &ffm';.
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The books of our consular agent at

Toulon, with their characteristic illus-

have now for many
i vears formed part of the holidayv season

in the publishing world, ﬂﬂmg their

of character end action with the cloak of | place In that now predominating cate-

charity for the sake of
sanitT, ax great g5 that of the elder Du-

i
i

his genius—his gory of the Christmas bookshelf which is |

made up of publications that ares of
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mas, his fanfaromnades of his amazing
producti and his appalling destitn-
tio his 3 . his mystifications s
gcarch f a rich wifa who need b

ing, his t 1
affair w hY|
dity of 1 «

&0 f his ambition as having merel
& cash ¥ ‘ And as for “L

L.a sereecs mora or less with k S
dismis the affair as

~anit of nohla lady wmatching f
@ man of letters of middle class crigir
who pose s & sclon of mobil 2
riper age” Mr. Lawton agreecs,
tachment to Mme. Hanska was a bizarre
medley of flattered wvanity, arustc ap-
preciation of beauty, and cold calcula-
tion. His epistles reck with each and ail

of these.™
hile sppreciating the eignificance of
.ture Mme. de Berny in the early

1 €
Yif« zae, Mr. Lawton dismisses her
yather brieflv, and of the novelist’s sis-
ter 1@ tells us far too little. It is here,
s T s elsewhere, that one recog-!
vy izes anew the solld merits of an earlier
P zac, Mrs. Sandy's But then.
- 2 of literature as the
P * dditional studies |
‘ } 1d critical, must
ne s matters of selection and con-
Ger Tior mless they are allowed to
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las is emploved by
i

| herself Christopher Hare.
| story of Giovanni Delle Bande Nere more

davs, now vanished. Mr. Mansfield even
goes back to the days of the Romans in
for origins, and. in the case
of parks, to those of the Druids.

In a hook covering so vast a period
the information given is of necessity
fragmentary, concentrating on the great
periods, and presupposing a measure of
general historic knowledge in the reader.
There is an introductory chapter on the
evolution of gardens, and an-
cther, rather sketchy, on the royal hunt;
the general introduction, too, is decidedly
“general,” because it attempts so Very
much in so very brief a space, but the
chapters that follow are packed with In-
fcrmation that is worth while, even
though gradually the palaces usurp the
n]njnr part of space at the expense of

*Mrs. Mansfield's
wash and line are|

French

tho= parks and gardens.
illustrations in colors.
too well known to require comment.

THE LUST ( OF WAR

An Instance of It in the Italian'
Renaissance.

that h +h
THE ROMANCE OF A MEDICI W AR- | e fought for this or that master,
RIOR. Reing the True Story ot Gic- {and always for himself, for the glory of |
vanni Delle Bande iere. to Which 1S | syccess. The military affairs of six-

Added the Life of His Scn, Cosimo : 8

Grand Duke of Tuscany. A Study i
Heredity. By Christopher Hare. With
photogravure frontispiece and sixteen |
othar {llustrations. Svo, pp. 34C.

Charles Scribner’s Sons. !
This book has a good title. Tts central |
figure was above all things a creature of
romance, ona of those portentous types |
whose adventures go appropriately
enough into epic verse. The
form for a biographer to choose in deal-
{ng with their exploits is just such a form
lady who
She tells the!

next best

the calls

also with

of the novelist.

or less in historical wise, but

the touches characteristic

GIOVANNT DELLE BANDE NERE.
(From tha bust by San Gallo.)

teenth ecentury TItaly are kaleidoscopic.
It is enough to note that Christopher
Hare handles them with considerable
skill, keeping Giovanni in the centre of

the picture without distorting her per-

spective, She gives us, too, a vivid
sense of the soldier's absorption in his
campaigns and the pathos of his married
life. He loved Maria Salviati, but not
as devotedly as =he loved him, and the
poor wife had to balance the rare
glimpses of him that rejoiced her soul

with long periods of loneliness and neg-

lect. In her treatment of these mat- |
ters the author still further Jdemon- |
strates her ability to realize historical

She dramatizes his career, portrays him | personages in a simple, human way
as a hero and sketches him in his family | Her portraits have vitality. She shows
i life with a certain freedom that adds at- | the same effectivencss in her account of
moasphere to fact. ]f;l"“':i'nm': son, Cosimo. clearly exhibit-
This young sprig of the House of Me- | ng his craftiness and his zifts for in-

| diel was the son of that amazing Cater- i_tr”‘;”"'~ The hiography of the son, com-
| ina Sforza who, having in her veins the | ing after that of the father. spells. in
blood of Galeazzo of Milan, proved her- {4 ‘”"'3.‘!.1"‘“. anti-climax. but it makes a
celf worthy of his despotic line. She it | Suggestive contrast. useful to: the stu-
| was who married Girelamo Riarlo and dent of ' history. - This book Is a clever
contribution to the studv of a period

|

ruled with him the city and domain of

Pope Sixtus 1V. Her defence of her |

'rxghts after her husband’'s murder is one

it

s of the Renaissance.

of the lurid legend
She married again twice, her third hus-
band being Medici. Onece more shaj

was made a widow, but this time thwl
lioness had her whelp to fight for and |
she steadily beside (hnﬂmphf-r
Hare's young hero, the obvious sourca of
his militant traits. How militant thesa
were you perceive even in his childhood,
wolfhound by the

It

looms

[
1
|

when ha seizes a

throat and fights it without a trace of
| fear. “He despised bhooks: he wanted |
herses 4o break in, rivers to swim across,

{ comething

and kill, and the
him to con-

to  hunt

sheer lust of fighting drove

stant battle with all the bors on the es-|
tate who wonld to face him. This
voung barbarian wouald obey no one but

his mother: he wore out his learned tu- |
tors, as later he was to wear out his
| enirasses and his seords.” There 1s, h_\'I
the was piquant interest in the fact|
!that at this time, when he was ahn')[i
| seven. there wmas a notion in his family %
:' puiting him in the care of AMichael An
gelin As his biographer sa: 8, it is not |
| surprising that ths master declined the
| honor. He was still 4 lad when Caterina
lr'hr-} and, of ~onurse, he got even mora
ent of hand
Giiovanni Dalle Rande Nere nas, from
anr odern point of view, 3 raging bull-
cOg. A M glutten of war et he was
1ot hy ar means g unsyvmpathetie type
You read of him riding through the pot-
tery market with his huntsmen and
hounds hing al! the peots and pans
that he r h, but hesides paying
for the wreckage he excited the admira-
tion of his contemporaries by his sheer
wildness and courage. Thera was some-
thing magnificently galiant about him.
| 12ar1v in his career as a fighter he made
‘I,-.~ of thase transfers from one side to
the other which his hiegrapher has con-
stantly to record Theyv were the nat-
| ural moves to he made by 4 soldier in
| that tangled time, and in this case par
[ tic arly he reseated the acensation of
K di He had, he thought, g,'
11 wsons for leaving the banner of l'nfri
3} n.peror for that of the French King, |
i..! d thus he gave the lie to his accusers
By 1l trumpeter of the Sire T
‘ ecard Tt there are people
me of a _joining 1
Most ¢ g

known 1o {

in rank and who : 1

e done wrong or that 1 had any |
whatsoever, f fait or “
Majesty of Ciesar, that 3
\S 3 sayvs it |

oiten -

( 1
S but m

teres re concerninz the it )ecasion to d

minor s weh rulers, such as| There you have the fiery nature of |
Marly, in, the Chatean .y,,! the man and his good faith. We cannot
Maintenon Maisons-Laffitte, | follow him through all his wars, big and |
and it ws  of earljer | little, through the hattles and skirmishes
e A TS e ZLEe — e R
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¢Erom th

e diawing by Rla

it serves and who treat it well. He tells
a story of tWwo calf lephants that found
their way throngh thirty miles of track
less forest back 1o the mothers  froum
ny \"‘\—'—F\.n\: whem then 4] e n SHDA At ed i
e McManus) Aweeks, @ I[zat mure 1emarkalbls thun

- { «H
F Forli, bestowed upon them by his nr"'lP.-“m :

abounded in paradox

INDIAN JUNGLES

Forestry and Shooting in King-

George's Empire.

> AND SPORT IN INDIA
By Szint Eardlev-Wilmot. €. I. E
late inspector General of Forests to
1© Government Tndia Tlustrated
1 photographs Mabel Eardlev-
Wilmeot Svo,  pp. 224 T.ongmans,
(yiceem & Co
JUNGLFE. BY-WAYS IN
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and a Naturali B3
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INDTAL T.eaves
of a Sportsman
P. Stebbing,
With
author

The

numerous
and others.
Jahn Lane Comp

The two volumes Liere nnder discussion

are both the work of officials of the
Indian Farest Service, hoth of them
lovers of the iungle. of nature, as well
as of sport The spirit of the lonely,

! silent wilderness is in the pages of both,

its fascination, the growing strength of

the grip it gains upon the soul and the

hecanse the
on
Mr.

those told of cats and dogs,
young pachyderms had encountered
their way a herd of wild elephants.

Stehbing gives an anecdote of a subal-
tern, just “ont,”” W ho. on the occasion of
his first tiger hunt, was put in the last

supposedly,
but who

and worst position, where,
he could at least no
began to shoot almost before his seniors
had reached their stations. The
was spoiled. When asked by his fuming
colonel what he such behavior,

“Sir,”” he answered,

do harm,

meant by
wreathed
at

in smiles
tigers., 1
And
and

“you told me to shoot oniy
got three: how many did vou get?”

| he told the truth. Tt is the forester
| naturalist who has the
| Wilmot's pages:

last word in

life

hi
his

pas<es his
attacks it in
horn of primeval
\s he grows obder
till at last in-
to sympa-
<till feel his blood
of a - hunt,
bhea ford A

recognized

As a ruvle, the man wha
among the hig game.
vouth with the ferocity
| instinets and of noveln
ihe becomes more me
timate acquaintance
| thetic affection. He may
boil with the excitement
| but for the rest the wild
companionship that is fully
the feeling of solitude experienced €
living in a forest devoid of mal life. To
read by «da) the eircum-
stances and oec 1‘”];,.!|nn~ his neighbors,
to interpret by nigh cries that tell of
their passions and 'm‘_- rs. supplies
added interest which brings vigor to
continuous lahor the forester.

The Wilmot's hook

are

on  the g&r

the
t

the

illustrations of Mr.

ellent
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French

his

fied,

Zive

us

ise. proceeds wi

tem.

schoo

centyury to the

amid
Hie
but

marks

of reat tradition
Revolution

have said.

is

ihe

e

disasters of

th
eritical

s
not
his

1Isiastic. as un-
(zood judgment
and the book is not enly
but sound
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substance illustrations
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subjects
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pany helpful connaisseur.
It
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the eighteenth ecentury,
abilities and
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of

Channel

artists large
of individuality.

¥nglish brethren,
stamp of upon their work.
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the founders of A master
like Nanteuil is,
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traits
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indeed,
original
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\ FOREST

mind of him who makes it his habitation

and studies its maods, its stealthy sounds

Wilniot®

and their meanings. In M. s
book all this is deseribed at greater |
length: Mr. Stebbing deals with it only
sufficiently to suggest the atmosphere of
the jungle and its joyvs, the environment
and its difficulties. He is the ferester on
hikari. the rteman  seeking game
Mr. Wilmot is. tirst of all. the naturalist

3

who delights in what he has observed of
the wavs of game, big and small, while
hunting. and in this rezard he adds
miany an interesting page to onr knowl-
cage of the denizens of the wild. But
here, again, one may turn with profit to
his colleague, as in the case of the wily
panther
One < heip a e on
hat 1 t 1 Crtarie = At
wrhap “ ! i I .
ui the X2e-rien ‘ 1.
hall we add. the an
hitiise man as re 1dia
villasze 1 . o cou
tr 1 1V
ts ol the ani
1 e centurias
1 did pa v ave
| il b
! > ~ 1
¥ i a
greater cunning
A curious u this passage is
fcund in Mh bserviations on
the tiger, hich er, strike a wider
and deeper Note in 1l pevehode of the
wilderness:

iniorn

latter .
men then
3 even by
? bt prowls und
-n: seizing a |
" Ingl'xm‘l.‘..'
=
“" mmrl' rl!"" Mr. Stebbing writes  of Antlers
il H .
i i “Horns” and “Pelts.” and devote te
L them and (o tracks most of his illustra-
tions. © His is primarily o hook tor the
sportsman.  Mr. Wilmot gives his atten-
tion to the ftorest and  its CoOnomic
meaning to India, to the work of the
service, and the homan dwellers in the
jungle, as well to its fauna. He
writes With real affoction of the elaphant,
its intelligence and its affection for those

ROAD
(From a photograph by Mabel Kardley

IN BENGAI.

-Wilmot))

made in portraiture was that associated |
{In the history of French painting with !
;tl'.v art of Philippe Champaigne. but al- |
thongh he engraved from the work of
that contemporary of his, he is not by
any means to be regarded simply as a
maker of reproductive plates. He had
himselt a powerful  instinet for por-
traiture, a or character and the
techrical resour wherewitn to draw
and model @ physiognomy with mascn-
line autherity, dded to these gifts
e possessed the secret of design.
There is sop of the grand style
about his port its. which prefigure in
their noble dignity the courtly elegance
of the eighteenth century and denote

300KS AND PUBLICATIONS.

hunt !

Mr. §

'ln'n the hargain a grave simplicity of
| feeling which that period was to lose.
Y Mr. Thomas rightly accompanies his ap-
i[-r--.~i:ui|.~- 1lvsis  of  this weighty
{eraftsman  with a  few biographical
I notes, showing with what aplomb Nan-
‘!l-u‘l moved through the artistie life of
| his time. It is not surprising to read

! that he was honored by the King and re-
ceived in tne salons with marked respect.
The courtiers of Leouis
XIiV great painter.
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I'he Collected Works o iliam Morris
To be issued in 24 volumes under the Editorship of Miss May Morris
Fach vehime will have a phetogravare frontispiece and there wil! also be other illnst <. The editi o
be liwited 1o one thousand copies for sale. and the tweniy-four velumes wWill be sold in sl ] rice of
STSO0 e The edition will include some unpublished trer of gieat interest. each volunme wi eveded 10
introduction sind Lhiographical notes of the poet’s danshres, MINSS MAY MORRIS. It s proposed 1 <! et
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