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Monumental Building on Fifth _ﬂ-denuc@

Will Contain Special

Rooms for Readers

and WorKkers in All Departments.

NE morning last week a New
O Yorker waa riding downtown on
top of a Fifth avenue auto ‘Lus.

Three motives had combined to send
him climbing up the spiral steps to the
Ewaving upper deck. Obhviously, he
wanted to get downtown. He also want-
ed to study the people and the shops
the and he wanted to
a contemplative cigar while he
As the 'bus scraped and rat-
ross 424 street a bright-eyed old
1 in the seat ahead, whose animat-

avenue,

along

ed craning betraved a decreasing unfa-

millarity with her surroundings, turned
shar with finger levelled to the
Bo vest and asked: |
“Would you be good enough to tell me
what building that is?"
That, madam he new building for
the Publie Library,"” replied the smoker.
“It's more than twelve years since Car-

Hastings were selected for the

rére &

architects, but w wpe to gee it finished
before the end of , 1911 In this
the speaker is horne out by the archi-
tects

Dioubtless some thousands of visitors
to th fty have nsked the same ques-
tion, all of them failing to observe, ns
diid the old woman on the "bhusg, the huge

tters NEW YORK PUEBLIC LIBRARY

that stretch across the entablature rising
the imposing eolumned entrance
Fifth avenus New Yorkers have |
had ich time to grow accustomed to
t! n f the slow forming struct-
1 nd the scaffolding melted
@ rom the exterior walls of solid
L ! they have contemplated it as a
T ent to learning. Hazy, Indeed,
! r, are their Ideas concerning it as
& wherein to do a bit of fuiet
T z to procure an entertaining
T to carry home on suspicion As
< - - -
lehn Jacoh Astor, hesides expressing
the I that animals will be developed
10 feed on coal «nd benzine, has offered
& prize f £5.000 for *“the best bear-dog
be entered In next year's Madison
& Garden Show He does not
e i bear dog—a dog for hunting |
bears—hut a beast which shall actually
ka I father and a dog fot
a Or dog father and a
mm M or. (Colonel Astor
that colf owns what he believes to
be ; car do
T ‘ rk ¢ offer is the result of
M Wiing on the recent €X-
serre Paul Emile Roux
who have grown three-
with twao bodies
high by manipulating

d be but slight ad

\ ige in increasing the size of out
b f It ¢ould be done,” Mr. ASLOT
- the production of these enlarged
ereatures will mean that other animals
ar Lhe he eplarged, the only
bri 1 t being the production of
food [(or ther But plants that now are
Uselers, o re weeds, ke the horse
chesy i tu thistle and
many others, can doubtless be made edl
e L Auee nn animal thot
can "

1 842 1Ny «&ie

the interior nears completion and rumors
are spread of doors belng thrown open

to the public, growing interest is dlscov- |

ered in the practlcal benefits to be de-

rived from use of its wvast stores of
printer's Ink and paper,
The architectural wonders of the

lihrary have already been described in
these pages, but liitle has been told of
the many speclal features that will make
fthls vigorous new institutlon far more
| than a mere general reading room and
[ clreulating lbrary. Let us suppose that
| the opening day Is past that
may mount the series of steps and ter-
that lead from Fifth avenue,
past fountains, trees and shrubbery and
under the pillared portico that leads
through the lofty main entrance into the
vaulted hall. To the left and right rise
broad marble stalrways, leading up two
fiighte and out into the main hall of the
| third fioor.

To the rear of this the
room, its walls lined with thousands of
drawers containing the millions of cards
by which any desired article, chapter,
subject, author or volume may be
cated on the shelves, For using these
drawers special tables rising nearly to

and we

races

s catalogue

SECTIONAL VIEW OF THE INTERIOR OF THE LIBRARY.

(A) Fifth avenue entrance.
ing room. (G) Corridors. {H) Closets
tion roem. (N) North court. (0) Bli
Lending room. (U) Wash rooms, |
entrance. (Z) Bryant Park.

him by the attendant. The slip is then
sent by pneumatic tube to one of the

geven floors of the stock room. If th
reader has selected a seat he goes to
it and the book Is brought to him. If

| not, he waits on a hench before the de-

one's shoulders are provided, their tops |

of vielding cork to deaden all sound, The

corridors and stajrways and a very few
rooms, Is of oblong cork blocks, laid flush
with a border of marhle tiles.

Having found the card that indlcates
the presence of the volume he wants to
gee, the reader copies the proper data on
one of the call siips provided and hands
it to an attendant within the inclosure
at the north side of the room. Before

doing this he may go into the main

| fioor, too, as in all the bullding save the |

reading room, in the rear of the cata- |

logue room, select a numhbered seat and

place the number on the eall slip, or he |

may write on the slip a number assignerd
i

Netw Hybrid

“Now the monsters of the carbonifer-
ous perfod were thirty or forty feet high,
hundred feet long and they
y welghed many lons. They might bhe
| cqualled or exceeded if they were able
to consume food Iin a more conce ntrated

nearly a

| form. AN automoblle can do much maore
work on gasolene than it could on hay
fuel; so could an animal, If jt were

suited to it
“While the eoal we are mining to-day

was belng formed, we
know It probably did not exist The
mammoths and other animals of that

vegetation as

ame coal. Why not thelr de-
wendants be made to eat sgome prepari-
of peat, coal, erude oll or
limestone, when the progress of
waorld requires that they should? If we

may

even
the

tion

iod must have caten the plants that |

could evolve such an animal which |
would be usefui and edihle the food
problem of the human race would be |

near solutlon, or its difficulties almost In-

definitely postponed

“It seems wasteful for men to
what they could eat if they could
the lower animals for stepping stones In
it for human food Mera
power can be obtained [rom
wind, tide, water-
amd perhaps ere
interatomie

burn
e

preparing
physical

other 8OUTCEs;
the jtsell,
from enormou s
cubstances excecding by

wigy In coal™

many
falls,
long

iNergy

Eun
the
in man;

! thousands of thnes the €

[

|

livery desk in the reading room until

the number assigned him appears In an |

electric annunciator at the desk, indicat-
ing that the ook has been sent up from

the stacks on one of the four lifts and
ready for him. This reading room will
offer seats for nearly eight hundred
readers, anrd more than one thousand
more chairs will be provided in the other
public reading and study rooms

the bulld-
main third floor hall from

On the fifth avenue side of
ing,
the catalogue room and directly over the
vaulted entrance, is the room provided
for the Stuart collectlon of paintings,
books, art and  curlos,
housed in the Lenox Lilirary.
terms of the hequest hy which this cal-
it must be Kept

Adjoining the
o smaller

poross the

now
I'nder the

ohjecls

leetion was recelved

separate and  Intact

Stuart room on the north are tw
picture galleries and an exhibition room
for prints

On the same fMoor at the south end of

DOMESTIC

if
(1) A fowl with eight legs and six|
wings, that grows fat on chips and
gravel. (2) A deer, with body of ox,

which thrives on twigs, bark and dry

(B) Rotunda,

ANIMALS

(C) Stuart collection. (D) Hall
(1) Halls. (J) Russian books.

(Q) Training school, |

nd reading room,

(K) Hebreaw hooks,

(F) Main read-
(M) Exhibi-
(T)

(E) Catalogus room.
(L) Study.

R} Children's room. (S) Elevators,

V) Stack rooms, (W) Patenis. (X) Parcels room. (Y) Forty-second street:
. LB e . _ - i ==
the main reading room is a large room | the Slavenic, Hebraic anid Oriental
i||;:|t will contain the Hbrary of Ameri- | libraries, occupying part of the space

seats and
tables for readers and students.  There
are also on the third floor more than a
each with the
proper equipment of tahbles
for the use of the reader, In which will
found of mush
collections manuseripts
Americana, prints and manps,

| ean history, provided with

dozen rooms, provided

chuirs and

he the library

of rare hooks,

| rooms whose use will be determined on
as the library expands, There is also
the library of art and architecture, a

large room, whose special equipment in-
hiles four large draft tables for the use

of men wishing to work with the library

immediately at hand Arccess {0 these |
spectal rooms, as to all similar ones in
the bullding, will be by individual per-

mit, the applicant having to satisfy the
director of the library
ity and the importance of his needs as a
The book

incinded

as to his reliabil-

in these
thi

student or wirker.

are, of

rooms COUrse, in

general catalogue, and may be used by
the ordinary visitor in the main reading
rofm.

I' Among the department rooms on the
Lg—-.-.|1|i|

1 Al v g T
OF THE FUTI
Jaookh Astor's hints could be
forest Isaves. (3) A dog, which raiscs
Learskin rugs on its back and fattens
on dog biscuit mace of sawdust and
chopped straw. (4) A pig that grows

and the |

and some |

| steady diet.

directly underneath the eatalogue room.
On this floor alssare gix study rooms for
the of persons engaged in author-
ship or other work in which the library
Is of constant service. In the northwest
corner, facing 424 street, i1s a large room
for the housing of documents; adjoining

18

it, on the east, the lihrary of economices,
and further on, facing Fifth avenue,
| two rooms devoted to pure science, The
last named lbrary is connected with the
stackroom by a horizontial book conveyor
and by a vertical lift with the library of

technical science, which is directly be-
neath it on the first floor,

On the 424 street side of the second
floor are offices for ordering, receiving

and eataloguing accessions to the library.
om the southwest corner of this floor is
the room; adjoining it, on the
Fifth avenue side, the director's private
offlees, and them
ronm, seating persons, for
use in training and instructing members

trustees’

beyond

and outer

lecture

of the staff

On the first floar opposite the main en-
trance hall I8 the exhibition room where

floor are those deslgned to house | In cablnets and cases of glass will be
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"RE-—~PERHAPS,

carried out to perfection

and dotes on peat as a
|5£ A bullfrog whose hind
legs taste live beef and whose appetite
is satisficd with water weeds,

lamhb's weaol

@

| lettering

al

A fter Years

of Planning and Building, the

Architects Expect Ghis **Last Word in
Libraries’”” To Be Dedicated in June.

shown the library's rarest manuseripts | here provided for the tired reader who
and missal covers, and all its choleest | wants to spend an hour or o with some

musenm pleces
elled door in the rear of this room the
visitor can obtain a
glimpse Into the stackroom,

To the right of the entrance on the

| first floor is the library of technical s I-

ence with a small reading room adjoin-
ing, and behind it across the corridor a
library and reading room for the hitnd,
where the eollection of books In raised
will he kept. South of the
entrance hall s the reading room
filing room for the more than six thou-
sand periodicals which the library re-

and

cefves.  On the same floor are the li-
hra of. technology and patents, a
ceries of administrative offices and a

long ronm adjoining the stacks for the
additional handling of acecessories. There
is also a reception room, where workers

In the library may receive friends who

call upon them,

On the 42d street side of the bullding
is an enirance leading to the basement
floar, which it Is belleved will
by nearly all who come to the library to
read and work. From it the elevators

be used

are convenlently reached, and quickly
carry the visitor to any desired floor.
Directly opposite this entrance Is the
clrenlating  department  which  corre-

sponds in its operation and in the con-
tents of its shelves to the various branch

libraries scattered throughout the clty
It directly adjning the stacks, as do
many of the special and department

libraries throughout the building, so that

| shelfroom for any overflow of books may

be found close by, The visitor to this
department enters through
browses at will among the thirty thou-
sand volumes at hand on the shelves,
and departs by a second gate at which
any book he may wish to take is regis-
Five large circular divans

onme gate,

tered.
Army

An artillery officer, writing in the ofll-
cial artillery journal of the United States
army, siays that from now on armies and
outposts will have to hide not enly from
meunted scouts of the enemy but from

the enemies' scouting aeroplanes as woll
How the hiding 18 to be done he does not

| suggest.

| Eoodd

| tion

The great Dietrich Knlckerbocker,
his history of New York, tells how
Dutchmen who lived hereabout
many vears ago once held their town
gafe from English attack by sltting at
their doors and puffing at thelr -‘llljll‘.\
They blew such mighty clouds of smoke
into the air that the Isiana of Manhat-
tan lost in a blue haze and the
Englishimen salled away without ever
finding it

Some similar vlan might hide an army
from a queating aeroplane But the
fdena contalns possibilities of still greater
development, for the ourghers of
those days had only the purest Virginia
to fill thelr pipes withal What deadiy
work could be done with the fumes of
such stuff as commonly furnished
nowadays falvly staggers the Imagina-
['ndoubtedly an army could smoke
aercplanes out of the sky, much as coun-
try people still smoke flles and hornets
out of thelr houses,

Another suggestion, and one that does

in
the

was

2ood

Is

fragmentary |

Through a glass pan-| favorite volume.

To the left of the 424 street entrance
are three yooms containing the reading

ronm and the reference and clreulating

lihraries for children.  Broad, comfarts
able window benches occupy several
| aleaves and angles, while low chalrs

| ronms

ill't-l

| and tables are provided for the youth
ful readers,

On the ot gide of the basement en-
trance and facing 42d street Is the
newspaper room The eurrent papers

will be ranged ¢n long inclined racks by
the at the readers will
be expected to stand while gleaning the
The careless person may thus be
prevented from falling asleep In his
chalr, while dizereet artendants will mys-
teriously produce long-legged stools for
aged or infirm readers who cannot easily
stand. On the opposite side of the room
will be high cork-covered tables whereon
may be consulted the bound yvolumes of
newspapers to ba kept on shelves in the
lHrectly adjoining the newspaper

windows whitch

news,

stacks
room.

Other rooms In the hasement are &
parcel checking room and a public din-
ing room, where no food will be served,
but where visitors take their
“hasket lunches,” Two large basement
will he devoted to the training
gchool for library workers, and several
more to an elaborate printing and book-
binding plant. Here, ton, is the ship-
ping room and the apartment for hane
iravelling libraries,

may

aling the
No reader’'s want that may be antlels
neglected in the equip-
of any of the
in the street will soon
have a chonee to judge for himself, and
it Is not Hkely that his praise will fall
short of that of more expert critics.

pated has been
ment or arrangement

roo The man

ms.

_Vn der Pet;l;

nicotine, 12 a grandehild of Shakespeare's
Like that “Macheth,"”

which shielded itgel® with branches and

brain. army in

y made “Birnham wood to come to Dunsi-
nune,” a modern body of troops may
hide itself near vegetable forms, con-
idering the lilles of the fleld and how

they grow. The Sunday Tribune's artist
in his mind’'s eye a regiment dla-
pulsing ftself fleld of sunflowers,
To Keep out of rifle range the aeroplanes
must needs iy high, and from an altl-
tude of a mile or 8o it would be difculg
to discern the fact that these broad vel-
low and brown blossoms were really at
least hroad goenuine sun-
flowers would be,

The scheme of a Staten Island sub-
seriber for clothing our boys In brown,
In imitation of grazing cows, la to be
dtemissed as frivolcus,  As for his sug-
gestlon that, on a svdden alarm, com-
paries might be taught countarfeit
a stretch of rall fence, each man stand-
ing as a post and holding his rifle at
Carm’s length at the level of his shoulder
in his right hand, while he reaches out
[ his left to hold the muzzle of his nelgh-
bor's gun—the merits of the plan may
commend it to the army men who.are
studying the subject. But feld gun3
may be hidden under cow skins, just as
in former days the Indlan hunted ths
buffalo under cover of another buffalo’s

SawW

ns n

twice as ny

to

not imply the rulnaton of soldlers by | hide.



