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by Tens of Thousands, Inhab-

itants of Certain Provinces
Resort to Even Can-

nibalism. 1
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one mile
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tn tt t is belicved that the
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and the w retch of low-lying eoun-
try to the north of Nanking will be laid
wasts
Ever the horror of the situation is
growing to reports recelved at
the St wrtment  in Washington
afficers in touch with the
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| the Tientsin Medical School, to take part

| pearing in himeelf.

”The Unfortunates Offered as

Slaves Bring Little Money
Now and Brigandage Is
Frequent-Relief Work
by Foreigners.

(cess has been very doubtful. Agalnst
| the pneumonic form it is practically use-
less. When the present epidemic broke
| out, the Chinese government called on
Dr. Mesny, a French bacteriologist, of

in the fight. He hurried to Harbin and
threw himself into the work, which was
| largely In the hands of American and
English physicians. He had been inocu-
| lzted, and he took all possible precaus=

|Hunn against the Infection.

“One evening, when he had been ate
| tending plague patients in the relief hos-
| pital, he dropped Into a doze after dine

ner. When he awoke, he suddenly rece
ognized the eymptoms of the plague ape
He dressed and hura
ried to the Russian isolation hospital,
He would not even allow the doctors to
take hie temperature, for fear of infect«
ing the thermometer. He knew that his
wife would hurry to him if she knew of
his danger, and asked that she should
not be notified until after his death. The
doctors kept him alive for two days, and/
| then he died, ‘
“Fvery man who ig in the fleld knows
that he l= likely to meet the same end
| by one of the most harrihle diseases that
s known. Yet they take it as part of
| their ordinary duty. Twelve days aftem
| Dr. Mesny's death they lost another cole
Pr. Arthur F. Jackson, a mise
of the IU'nited Frea Church oft

league,
=lnnary,
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disappes H ds of thousands are
entirels upon distribution of | Russan pemy
food to mselves alive until the | '3:’;‘::‘\: "'}é" -
winter nd the land which was R NE N
fnundated 1 finnde begins to vield et
again. 1 pplles contributed by the
Tnited St i ather foreign coun-
triez and the sovernment jtself nre :'JTT':-I
eient ver v a small portion of
the - .. Al prezent PEKING
; - - 5 | DO 40 {0l e
Hu th sands w cannot nh- 0 Crina3e .’“ i
fain the I | hich is distributed .:);'r'cmu !’"d
e extens v nx tho wheggre stores wil : :
and and b | O SIN
frozen ¢ for r l N Flagus
have = }'"I" . _"-“‘ 1-‘""‘:"“ PLAGUE GERMS FIND FINE BREEDING GROUNDS IN THE DIRTY ' R A
their K to buy food. and are hinc | STREETS OF CHINESE TOWNS, WHERE P : ' -
able. 3 radiatel CE = SHEERS. OWNS HE IGS ARE THE ONLY SCAV PORT ARTHUR
pEastant rigors of i3 ,1:“' o SR AN varisties of filth are thrown into the roadway, The houses, too, reek with an SHAT e WEK 5“"‘?“5‘“‘ d
many rnse which i uncleanliness which seems age old. Physicians go about with veils soaked in Shantuny 3
indoform to prevent inhaling the germas. Frmmenhiy
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SHANG HAI
1
SHADED PORTION OF MAP SHOWS
AREA WHERE PLAGUE IS RAGING.
NONE SURVIVE WHO CONTRACT
THE CISEASE. A RUSSIAN ARMY
IS THREATENING TO OCCUPY!
KULJA, NEAR THE FRONTIER.
I:-:..g! nidl, a Cambridege TUniversity man,
and 2 highly trained physician, He was
at Mukden, supervising the work of
quarantine of the railway and the fumie
eation of the mails. He was attackedy
and die ith a fow '
WEALTHY DEALERS IN HUMAN o ,I““n::' ! 5 h,',”.rf',, St
BODIES ARE SEIZING THIS OP- even m \.r ;'\-n1:.1l1n':: '! "Itml'nr 1‘:!;!1[:':‘:;&;
PO 1 - ob i Oore rev [: () I ¢ ore
ORTI"\I'Y_TO BUY SLAVE GIRLS the horrors of the plague. There hun-
FROM STARVING FAMILIES THAT " :
HAVE NOTHING ELSE LEFT dreds go barefoot, almost naked, in the
1
eruel winter weather, The sale of chile
WORTH Y . o
BUYING =i dren into slavery i8 not uncommon Iin
. o famines, hut in the present one the mare
deat! whether by starvation | surrounding ecountry, lke the .Jowes fcovers only a part of the whole reglon, | ket has been so glutted that there is no
er freezis Coloradn or the delta of the Mississippl | out of less than 80,000 families in o sin- | demand for them. Ordinarily, a boy sold
In the meantime the plague, in It8  hefore dikes were erected A heavy  gle “hslen,” a county town, 40,200 were | for adeption to a fairly well-to-do fam=
Pocumor form, In which it will un- rain in the interlor, which s largely de- | without a busghel of griain, an ox or a iy will bring 220 to $30, while a glrl 18
doubtedly sprend  with great rapidity | forested. results in a flood, which sweeps denkey, In the counties of Nunhrmrh-u\" of small value.
through {umine camps, in  which | ¢yer the banks and inundates the valley, land Mengehen alone 750000 peopls re- | “The Chinese wav of showing that &
thousands «re huddled together, is draw- ! Crops are destroyed and the peaple, whe, :m ive aid { thing is for sale is v fasten a straw to
Ing nearcr T tear of epldemic also | g1 most, have scarcely more than 15| Maost of the people, according to this | it.  Our missionaries In the stricken
lies 0 the almost inevitable outbreak | pecessary to  keep  them  alive, are [ report, die ut home, being too weak to provinces frequently see children playing
{n the streets with straws stuck In thele

of famine fever, a disease
which manifests jtself In eruptions of
the skin wna uf the Hmbs

loathsome

the swelling

8nd s almost always fatal. With little
Yitality 1eft, the peaple would be swept
Away by the scourge.

The stronger among the survivors,

who gatler in the camps about the
cities, r sorting
malntain thelr existence, have adopted
the plan of organizing bands to loot the
thaps, particularly in Nanking. Unusual
Precaytions are taken to prevent themn
from entering the walled towns, but they
elude the vigilance of the authorities by
Boing in at different gates singly or in
gmall groups, which exeite no susplicion,
Eathering later at an appointed meeting
Place, This plundering was stopped for
& time, bt there I fear of fresh out-
breaks

The weaker, hoth in the famine camps
ard throughout the valley, in some in-
dtances have taken to cannibalism, and
#at the bodies of the dead. In the coun-
¥ region nearly all domestle animals
have disappeared. Dogs, cats and
donkeys have either heen sold or eaten.
The sale of girls and women into slavery
has become common, but even this
8flords Jittle relief, as there ig no market

€re any offer to purchase is made
the price is g0 low that the proceeds of
the bargaining are of little avall with
food us high as It is

The valley of the Hual River, where

to. extreme measures to

famines have occurred for many years.'

Is & flat country that was once prob-
ably & delta that has been filled by the
®arth awept down by the floods. The
8t washed down from the interfor
Eradually spreads over the river bed
804 buflds up the banks untll the sar-

. Iace.gf the stream is higher than the

| brought face to face with famine.

The valley is a populous onc despite
the ever present probabiilty of disaster,
The farms, as a rule, are not more than

two or three acres in size, although they
|

| go into the fleld and dig for greens, Many
| 116 down in the gtreets to die when they
pecome exhausted. The sale of girla be- |
tween the ages of twelve and eilghteen Is |

common. Men offer their wivea for sale, |

vield proportionately large crops of | but there 1 no market for them, Under
wheat, sorghum and rice. The people, | the present conditlons such sales are
expecting floods, live In hute built on |k oked upon as justifiable, The pur-

| natural or artificial hillocks, subsisting
|on the frults of thelr goll and keeping
| themselves warm by burning grass or
In this environment they
exletence, generation
without thought of mi-
uncultivated

hrushwood.
eke out a bare
| after generation,
grating to the
stretehes of Manchuria and Maongolla,
whers there fs land in abundance for
anyone who choonses to settle upon It
The Chinaman, who is largely fatalis-
tic, is slow to move from his home, no
matter how squalid it may be, and
stolcally accepts whatever lot fate may
deal out to him. When the famine
comes and food can no longer be ob-
Itainpd at home he loads his chattels,
consisting of a few pans and
| gome clothing, upon a barrow, and ghes
| to the nearest town or city. Oftentimes
im;ﬂ may see whole families migrating in
this fashion, the grandmother or grand-
{ather riding on the barrow and the other
members of the family trudging along
at the father's heels. In the famine
camps shelter is provided by means of
grass or brush mats, which are bent In
the shape of a horse shoe with the open
portion on the ground. One end ls
banked up with earth to keep out the
wind. If such a structure cannot be
bullt the family chooses a bare spol ani
patlently awalts rellef or death.

vast

| usually

The extent of the present famine I
indicated in the latest report to the State
Department. According to this, which

chasers, instead of belng regarded with
hostility or contempt, are acclaimed as
| henefactors. Children are sold for a few
[ bits of cash or glven away to save them

| from starvation.

he following Incident, related by one
of the Chinese gentry to the American
consul in Nanking, illustrates the gen-
eral condition in the stricken reglon. In
one hut lived a family of elght—the par-
ents, two sons and thelr wives and two
children. The food supply having be-
come exhausted and every avallable ar-
ticle of value sold, the wife of the elder
gon offered herself for sale In order that
! gomething to eat might be obtained for
the others, but the wife of the younger
gon interposed. “She has children and
1 have none,” she sald. “She Is needed
more than 1"  Nelther was successful In
carrying out the design. Some days later
the entire family was found dead.

Every moment it is feared than an epi-
demle will break out among the 50,000
or 100,000 people who are encamped out-
side the walle of Nanking. Many of
them are gleeping on the ground In sev-
eral inches of mud and water, and their
condition is becoming worse each day.

The plague, which has been at its
worst at Harbin, but appears to be abat-
ing there as it moves southward, will
probably persist until summer comes and
the people live more In the open air. It is
particularly contagious In the pneumonle

form, the germs belng scattered by the

NIGHT SCENE IN A CHINESE CEMETERY IN THE PLAGUE DISTRICT,

Whils many Chinamen bury their dead underground,
of grounds reserved for that purpose.

breath or sputum. As it |s the habit of
the Chinese familles to keep to thelr
huts during the winter time for lack of
clothineg, and to exclude all fresh alr he-

cause of lack of fuel, In many cases it is |

fatal to entire houscholds. It is expect-
ed that terrible huvoce will be wrought If
it penetrates the famine region.

“It {8 very likely that the horrors of
the famine and plague in China have
been understated,” said the Rev. Willard
L. Beard, district secretary of the Amer|-

can Board of Commissioners for Forelgn |
| disease dle of it. The selzure Is fright-

Missione. “It I8 hard to understand the
sweoep of those disasters. The highest
estimate-that I have seen of the deaths

man

from the present epldemle la
That is not large. While I was in China,
[ saw 50,000 people dle of cholera In
one year In the city of Foochow alone.
Another year, 50,000 died of
piugue in the same city. That was only
one  town. What the deaths were
throughout the province we cannot even
guess.

“The pneumonic plague is even more
deadly than the bubonle form. Fre-
quently. the death rate of sufferers Is
100 per cent; that Is, all who take the

fully sudden, and death follows usually
in slx or seven hours, A story comes to

_more follow the custom of placin
This is a fertile source of spreading the plague.

the coffins on the surface

65,000, | us from Chefoo that shows the awful

| swiftness of the disease,

bubonie

“A servant In the house of an English
tradesman asked leave to go home for
the night, as one of his famlly was all-
ing, The master let him go, but he did
not return. In a day or two the mer-
chant sent to inguire for him. He
learned that the man was dead from the
plague. His wife, his mother, his brother
and his brother's two wives, had all died
with him, As the servant had not come
back, the master's househinld was not In-
fected.

Inoculation has been tried as & preven-
tive of the bubonic plague, and it suc-

halr. One little boy, whose clothes had
been sold for food, was buried up to his
neck one night in a wagonload of manure
to keep him from freezing. Next day
Fis father sold him for a cattie of bread.
A cattie is a pound and a third

“Slayery fg technieally forbidden by
the Imperial law, but it is very widely
practised, notwithstanding. While Iwas
in China T rescued three slave children
at different times. One had been stolen
and s=sold to a wandering theatrical
troupe.  Another taken from his
widowed mother and sold to a young
bride who belleved that she was about
to bear a daughter and wanted to have
a husband ready for her. Her child
proved to be a son, @nd she was glad to
be rid of her bargain. .

“wWhen children cannot be sold or given
away, 88 at present, still more horribla
things happen. It {8 known that parents
have eaten their own children under tha
stress of famine. Such cases have been
reported from the Anhuei district. On
the point of starvation, children are
nearly always abandoned and left to dle
by the roadside.” X

A widow In Kiangsu lost all her crops
in the flood. She sold her plough for &
few pounds of rice; then her other farm=
ing tools, trying to keep herzelf and her
four small boys alive. Then she tried ta
sell her donkey, her last possession. No
one wanted the beast, and at last she
killed it with her own hands and used it
for food.

They had lived on the meat for nearly
two weeks, when ona night the rest of
the carcass, which was left outside the
hovel to keep it frozen, was found by &

i
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