
THE SOVEREIGN POWER

Chapter XX.
fr* pas ed foi -il" ...

den, a dun, de eTt« d. gla dom "

pi,,,. of p dm tari« ker furniture, am

omnolence. I ivcrheated for the alo
of thm lad women. ¡1 »"ti prove«
a purgatory to full blooded Ju tin
who e leaped, taking S n, irello t-ritl
him. Rodo la\ n maincd biding hi
time foi word with Ann. He h...
ti,,' long t" w o'. Tiie dinnei I
davV journey, the devitalized air, and
a hypnotii little fountain joined
tones to tupefy Mrs. Blair. Aftet
she had dosel twice, »vrenched her
in-, It, and, he u pected, i ompro-

__.-., mised her dignity, h« rose with a

uperhuman effort and Je« tared that
she mi go to bed.

Alone with Ro 1" I iv, Ann turned to him with i ges¬
ture of contrition. I'm on ," aid, "oh, o

orry!"I unler t.1. II :. igl ten« m
"He did frighten m« I'm a ''.ward, I know; bul I

"ild not help u."
" It' his name."
"N"t altogether." A shuddei pa ed over the
«aiders 'h<- Italian k»t*n> 1 o I lultlc "H< looks

precisely win; my aunt called him m Pari when 1 met
him hr-t an ..Id vulture Bui I wasn't ifraid of him
then. 1 w.i n't afr.ud o| him in I'al'.. Now \' ma)
he folly ¡>ut now I fed that he know I'm hamming. '

"Ih can't actually know; but hi uspects. W must
hill tii.it u pi. mu ¡oraehow."
"How >.ui we? 1 wan' '" help you, I realize how

important tt i-, hut while I am near him She
another ihudder whi« h t.,id him th H it

defied ra1 ional d fen e.
"Mut u he v... a! .. little li m e? Iced Ro i" lav

" ran ora nt'sthought. " Would ..".; feel the ame?"
"Perhap»not. I tnnol tell."
" Will y.,". \- .m ».;. run tit ? "

"Of coui ." !. eager to make am
her failure, "it only I need nol lo to him, o

ir mu< h
"You need nol ay anything. I «imply «rani him t

. ¦. u together."
"To '¦» us together?" she repeated " You mean -'

" I til' ill .1 it It W.l« II"'
"O-oh!"
Her »pursed lips »made him tmile. "Don'l talo

alarm," he rea ¡ured. "It involve only the »pose ¦>!

.moment, a tableau vivant, no »more, a So. irell»
come ha1 k."

"II,' may nol r« turn."
"Ah, yes, he will. Hemu I iti fy himself about u

'I'm t m«-. h'-'Il (»me, and com »on. You promi e<j
V'/ti »would nol mind tonight, i*entember."

"I'll keep my word," «'ne answered; "bul I 'ion''
w.mt surprises. You mu I explain whal you mean to
do."

"I m ,n '«, »give the impre lion tl 'I ... ki ¡ng
you," he aid. "Sit jusi a- you are wi'h your head
ii.ill' turned toward the «loor. As lie comes down the
rorridor I will stoop over you." II illu
Ann lid to the opposite corner of the ««eat. "Musi

¡1 !,.¦ quit« o " ii«- .r rcalil: ;. i!:

laugh.
Rodoslav «remained (jrave. "I can't keep tar'hrr

¦vay and ha'.' ¡1 m real," In- explained. "We
mu tn't forget that Saccarello an excellent judge in
-¦!. ii m.it"!- ."
"Very well," Ann yield d. "Doa you think b» t."
"Thank you," !" aid, and tor an interval they

waitt d.
Then Ann tailed. " What if it i- somebody el e?"

-he que tioned.
" I know Saccarello's gouty tep too mi

tak< n
" Mm I'n, le Justin may coi If hi

" Ii he doe we'll h lv< to fin ! moiher opportui
"Thank you,"

!

When His Glance Came Hack to Ann

It Twinkled with Duh.ilic.il Amusement.

BY MARK LEE LUTHER
At 1,, ame the hambling footl
"Sa«. irclao!" In- breathed.
" And alone!
\\ i'h the word he caught bei

and bent over her with nis lip
Ann. itraining her ear .heard ! nn? *J
com« nearer, Jacken, top Whereupon, ..'
her ue. dramatti inten ity irrierl ,7*

bound 'tv and he mel Mol"
own.

( m the thre hold there wa tilín«
nu t¡'
discreet retí m the orrifJor. i;
had lo« '-.. int her ki
real till rfasl Rodo lav lip
Coming to Ann thrust
brea t and sprang
tween them,

" Yens ha no rig i
"No righl '"

" [i ¦.-.-1 uni ¡i
knowi
Ro losl rstrang

pallor .w.-pt a flu >h win« h mai
>

H< pul e 'ill ¡n tumult,
wonder, di m ly, and elf ¡nqui ¡1

"Wa 1 not hen ...

'.'. Ise, praj ould I ha
that?

His I w

Ann in red, a lovely weal
tation tostayand
"Are you

"Satisfied!" It was an «

iwn.
" I have urely

[ haved me what you
He faced her again

broodingly."C rriM«
Rodoslav eetned to

of his mind. "Wa
a ked.

" *.'«.ii know a imu<
"I forgot time,"

"'.."
t impal

to I I that we u

rwise?" he pr
.¦ 11 me be k wii

to go alone. I
"A

M..
I off»
Is there i
am'

"Wl not?

fina!
¡I

am!«:'
the::

...

.'
.'. tcher who si
I!
more! He wa

JSSCINi I into i

Hui

I««-!-.

a vultui
»con

It her coi
"I LI
*

thoug
'

ing room. 1
At firs! meai

she
furtlui

hermit. I. Shed
as .'

" I )¦ I
tat

His shrug '
.


