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Interesting Facts Revealed in an Interview Given Years Be-
fore His Recent Death, but Never Heretofore
Made Public, Are Here Set Forth.

(Copyright, 1011, by James B Morrow. )

IVE years ago 1 interviewed Cor-
F nelius Newton RBlise. The artic e
then written has been In pickle
ever Blnee. Before I could hurry it into
type Mr. Bliss agked me to defer its pub-
lcation, saying: “The time has not
come Lo make public some of the things
1 told you.”

Nor did it ever
Judgment He
commonly modest man—an old-fashioned
merct of manner, a

Blis<'s
un-

come, in Mr,

WaAR, moreover, nan

ant in his dignity

fourth Earl of Chesterfield In courtesy, |

dre=a and atmosphere. Elegant, I might
call him, though delightfully simple and
sincere. And strong, yet I saw his fine
eyes fill with tears as he talked of Mar-

cus A, Hanna, his dead comrade in e
tios and his beloved personal friend
Custodian of the war chest througn

four campalgns for the Presidency, finan-
Wcans during the his-
cengured, tor-

ejer of the Repul
torfcal bhattle of
mented and challenged, he remained gi-
Jent, though not hecause of fear con-
cerning himself. He thought, 1 dare say,
that every person who knew him be-
Yieved him to an honest man. The
money came in. He pald It out to the
committees. 1t was spent after leaving
his hands, and spent honorably, he sald.
That was enough, for & merchant whose
word in business was ns good as gold,
wgnd for the treasurer of the Broadway
Tabernacle, where he had worshipped for
many Years.

18405,

be

1t was In 1004 that Judge Alton B.
Yarker, running on the Demoeratl
ticket, accused the Republicans of ac- |

cepting funds from large 1'--!’1""T‘.‘1““!’]-“:.

Mr. Bliss was questioned, but he sald
yothing. “Some day.” he remarked to
e, “all the facts will he known, 1 am
not the person, however, to give tham
iout at this time When the truth Is
understood the country will be distllu-
islonized with respect to a good many
fallacies which have been accepted he-

The
newspapers insisted that Mr. Haunna had
1810000000 the first time McKinley de-
feated Bryvan. Conservative men esti-
ymated Mr. Hanna's f at ST 000000,
We dldn't have half that sum

COST OF THE 1904 CAMPAIGN.

cause they have not been explained.

nid

“1f 1 were tn tell how little we spent
n 104, when Parker was a candidate
cagiingt Roosevelt, the public would ha
gurprised and possgibly doubtful. The
fcontributions to the onal committes
in that vear eame from about five thou-
sand husiness concerns and individuals
Mmnd some of them were almost signifi-
leant. The expenses of the campalgns in
ISUG and 1900 were very large, It is true
A political meeting was held in practi-

VTS hool district throughout

cally
the United Statgs during each of thoses
vears. Orat lad 1o be hired and their
batel railroad fare ul to he
Yt il Besides, it was necessary to es
1 S nd maintain a great | lishing
house | printing of documents,
N e eV 1 1 who had a dollar was
willineg to sper o) cents in trying to
Bilve

'he cost beating fred Ver Was
«ni but it A1 not amount to 8$10
(NN, nor o KT UMM AN Money wWas
yaid to me hy mmittees composed of
the foremost b men of the com-
munities in wil ol It cami
from large places and small places, from
the Eanst and from 1t Wost I r

gollcited money mysi There are
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Iof getting it without hegeing or threat-

|ening people with a gun. I have re-
celved contributions and have returned
them, Once 1 sent back a check for
more than $10000. We did not want to

be under obligations to certain men.
Still, 1 suppose the helief is genernl that

we gladly took all the funds which were
| offered. That has never been the case
| within my own experience.”

Soon  after Judge TParker’'s charge

1inst the managers of Mr, Roosevelt's
ampaign and his subsequent defeat at
the polls ha and Mr.
#ide by i luncheon given in New
| York. Bomebody blundered, but the in-
| cldent turpned out most happily. 1 had
| nsked Mr. Bl itbout his New Jersey
| farm, and that led him to speak of his
unexpected meeting with the man who
| had attacked him rather savagely on the

Bliss were seated

gide at

Iss

stumje.
“Yes," he said, "I have about ninety
acres of land on the North Shrewshury

1 have
been going there every spring, early in
May, for thirty years, From there but-
ter, eeggs, milk and flowers come to my
town house In winter, costing me, I have
no dcubt,
worth. 1
Shortly af
fnvited to
Commerce,

| Morley, the
man.

AN ENTHUSIASTIC FARMER.
Oddly
tahle

River, which T call Oceanfe Park.

twlce as much they are
also own flve Guernsey cows.
ter the election In T%M 1 was
a luncheon at the Chamber of
given In compliment to John

English author and states-

enough, T was put down at the
to Judge Parker, whom 1
found n most agreeable and In-
teresting person, I was somewhat em-
. barrassed at first in hitting on a sulta-

Lo

le gubject for convergation, hut we soon
nto livestock and farming. 1 learned

t he had fifty cows, After that dis-
covery we got along splendidly, When

home and told Mrs. Bliss that
Judge Parker was at my side all through
the luncheon, she smiled in some amuse-
ment.  CAnd what did you talk about
she asked,

“40h,' 1 answered, ‘I talked about my
herd and he talked about his herd."’

I went

Thus, and altogether naturally and
also gracefully, I hope, Mrs. Bliss s |
brought into the present article. 1 in-
troduced the unprinted interview 1 wrote |
five years ago with these words

A woman, ‘a little woman, the daugh-
ter of a Preshyterian elder and hard as

adamant,’ Senator Hanna mournfully
sifd in describing her, changed the rush
of public events In this country and |
permitted  Theodore Roosevelt to be |
President of the United States. She will
not thank me"” 1 added, “for this ree- |
cenition of her power in politics and the
groat matters of a nation, but history
not slur over or deny the facts,
even for n sensitive and refined woman

who askeg no other dominion than her
own home.”

'he nomination of MceKinley In 1900
was certain.  No other man was thought

v 1 1 wintry., The delegates to the

onvention were, it can be

his pergonal friends. The

celdential nomination, however,

was very far from being settled The

White Houge ecarly In the yvear had been

retieent, but was eager for Willam B.
Allison, of lowa

1t wis McKinley's practice and strat-

gv to gather ahout him men whose

impreseed the national imagina-

lent He told me fmmediately after his

Cornelius N. Bliss Narrowly Missed Being President of the

| election in 1806 that
| bee restored, mainly at first by an appeal

| for publle confidence, and that

it

prosperity was to

was

necessary, therefore, to call into his Cab-
inet the ablest and most respected coun-
sellors within the Republican party.
spoke to me of Alllson, saying he wanted
him 1t
lowan was afterward fnvited to Canton,
but MeKinlev failed to persuade him to

leave

the

take

the

Benate,

He

Treasury.

WAS

The

mapre

great

fortu-
| nate, however, with John Bherman.

Whether it was premonition or a plan

g still & matter for interesting speculia-
' tion, but hoth the President and Senator

Hanna laid down the principle before the

meeting of the national

convention

Phfladelphia that the, Viee-President to

| be chosen ought to he competent in tal-

short will, an

and
Just
not

Mozl

tinued Mr. Hepl “I'he Sallor's Spug | in 1801 he left an extremely
Harbo wonderfully fine charlty, and apple orchard, a pair of gold sleeve but-
any right minded man I8 bound to he prond tong, a gold wateh, shoe-buckleg and Knee-
to Know t (1) thiution of that Kind 18 buekles of a material not specified, & few
performit t v good offices ag & result | pounds  annuity 1o few nephews
of an At n's generosity. The unfortu- | nleces, and instructions that all his
il the sltuntie from the debts, of which there were probahly
f f 4 man like myself, who I8 many outstanding, he being a metho
i 1 to o s best successfully tos man, should be paid Immediately

L)«
MAIN HALL, SAILOR'S SNUG HAR-
BOR, ON STATEN ISLAND.

conduct ‘ of the estate, I= that, ;

yfter having nadled e to the mast from

110 wi's binck, Mr. Randall tles me haod

il I n nothint hi= will shows o a

1ar | I totally  uneonscious

M btanda Wi of the probubliity, sinee !
g n AEET i [het thint tha it

{f New York we ¥ He left o =mall

farn = now tremendousty vilualide, Hig

will ¢ not | rosuch a contingeney
To ' pecordianee with ondinary buss =
nes nent, the truast ould Improve

e estite that ha | gedl from being an
orchard to heing one of the most notewor-
1 val estate tract i1l () cart of
Munhattat

“We should mortgage part of th praperty

for enough poeredl Upe-tlo-dat structures
to repluce bulldings now ready wlmost 10 jnes,

This would seem to be com by the

tumble down

N Hens But are the rustecs entitied
Lin  Ulse GO B voenrding o Lhe
We want the cOourts to wl us Kbhow
When Huls

apple orchard I8 now

o,

The

in |

THE LATE CORNELIUS N. BLISS.

ents, character, balance and training for ywelecomed Bliss, hig solld parts and rep-
utation, his dignity, hig Kindliness and |
hls geographical
|ment of all the conditions set forth by
Hanna and himself,
The

the succession, There had been no such
requirements from that gquarter In 1806,
Garret A. Hobart was a New Jersey
millionajre of limited experience in l'm‘
service of the public. Up to that time,

it must. he remembered, MeKinlev and | went bevond mere affection. They loved
Hanni had not earned the authority to leach other. [ heard James A, Garfleld
originate party policies or doctrines, utter his artistic and celebrated word

In the open and hearty manner that | pleture about the fragrant flowers—red

was a constant eurprlse and often a
shock ta the politiclans who believed in
mystery, mutencss and secrecy, Hanna
told his friends that Corneliug N. DBliss,
cotton merchant, manufacturer and
banker, was his candidate for the place,
The etiquette of the situation required
MeKinlev to keep silent. While he pre-

ferred Alllsen, he would have jovonsly

and white roges 1
meant—that sometimes bloom on the
Lo
thank the Legislat-
ure for electing him to the I'nited States

he
wall
Ohio that he might

Senate,

bond between Ha

of politice.  He ha

His thought so

hrotherly relations tl

location,

08 n

nna and

have alwavs thought

d returned

heautifully ex-

pregsed describes the tender friendship,
the
I tween Bliss and Hanna,

Be Worth

it existed
I'helr arquaint-

fulfl-

Rlies

b

United States

=-Custc:idian of Republican War Chest Admitted It Cost a Lot
| to Defeat Free Silver, but Not Seven Mill-
ions, as Was Reported.

ance, begun in the moil of polities, led

to the closest and most intimate of mas- |

culine agsoclations,

Kven so, Hliss resisted Hanna's mlr-|

pose to nominate him for Vice-President.
Having escaped from the Cabinet and
returned to his business and home ‘n
New York, he stopped his ears to Han-
na's pleas and reasonings. The dele-
gates gathering in Philadelphia  were
Hanna's men. He held them in his own
right of leadership as much a8 in the
right of the President, whose agent he
In the first hours of the conven-

wae,
them as he

tion
willedd
his Rough Riders, Roosevelt
ernor of New York, and was ambitious
At that moment

he could have voted

wis (Gov-

to he Governor again.
Hanna's power was supreme.

After days and nights of pressure and .

in the wearlness of apirit that comes
from battling with a friend Bliss wav-
ered momentarily. 1 should sacrifiee
my home,” he told Hanna, shut If Mrs.

Bliss censents, 'l yleld.”
WHEN HANNA WAS BEATEN.

“Yaur answer,” Mr. Hanna said—and I
use his words just as he gave them to
me—"puts the case entirely beyond my
reach. Mre. Bliss would scarcely speak
116 me after you went Into the Cabinet,
| helleving me to blame. 1f she Is to de-
| cide, you will not be nominated.”

From that hour on It was Roosevelt in
a happy disorder that almost edged on
| violence. Those persons who knew the
hidden ecurrents which flowed beneath
| the surface of events at Philadelphin ars
sure In their opinion that Bliss, unwill-
ing to take his wife back into the pub-
Hefty and confusion she abhorred, put
away the opportunity that would have
mada him President.

The friends never spole of the matter
but onee afterward. McKinley dead,
Hanna hastened to Washington. At the
hotel Pliss was waiting for him In sor-
lpow. The two men, so much alike and
vat so unlike, clasped hands in sllence.
I\\'h-'n they were In the elevator Hanna,
gaunt with slecpless nights and a heavy
heart, turned to Bliss and quietly asked:
“Have you thought what might have
| been vour place to-day?” There was no
response,  Anid 80 the subject died in all
future conversation between them.

| THOUGHT HE WAS THROUGH.
| vAfter MeKinleyv's first election there
was talk that 1 might be called fnto the
administration,” Mr. Bliss said to me
when 1 Interviewed him. “Mr. Hanna
the suggestion, [ supposed,
that T was done with publie

favored
however,

aftairs. In January, fullowing the elec- |
tion. I was invited to Cleveland, and
gpent  several days at Mr Hanna's
house, Mr. MeKinley was there at the

time. On the morning of the second day

he came out of the Hbrary, holding a |

letter in his hand, It was to John
Sherman, he informed me, and was
request that Mr. Sherman accept the of-
fien of Secretary of State in the Cabinet

i

just forming.

“Dwiring my visit In Cleveland T was
asked by Mr. MeKinley to become Sec-
retary of the Navy., On my return to
New York I consulted my family and

huginess friends and declined the honor,
Golng to Washington a few days bhefore
| Mr., MeKinley was inaugurated, T
told by Mr. Hanna that all the Cabinet
offices but one had been filled, He and
others began to press me ngain, 1 re-

was

Tuiutr-tl all day,

Moreover, hack from Cuba, with

That night, with great
i reluctance and Iin much fatigue, I sur.
rendered so far a8 to gay to Mr, Hanna,

‘Do as you please.’

| “Next morning Mr. McKinley sent fop
I me from his hotel. On my entering the
recom he introduced me to geveral men
a8 the new Secretary of the Interlor. In
a few minutos Senator Thomas ©. Platt
rapped and was admitted. | was intro.
dueed to him—though | knew him, of

eotirge—as 1 had been Introduced to thy
others.

1 suppose,” Mr. McKinley went on to

say, With a graclousness of fave and
volee he employved on certaln ovcaslons,
‘that the cholee of Mr. Bliss is entirely
satigtactory to you'

It Is," Senator Platt replied
| I helleved then, ag I belleve n that

Mr. MeKinley brought Senator Platt and
myself together purposely to put hig
question in so public and open o mans
ner that Senator Platt, there in my prese

|ence, would have heen Ereatly embaps
| rassed had he made any other answer,
“Mr. Thomas . Platt,” I had once
sald, afd my words were printed, ‘some.
tirnes acts =0 as to make It imposs
for self-respecting men to be associated
with him, even in a worthy purpose’ At
all events, whether or not Mr MeKinley
planned to make it impossible  for

appointment, 1 was
the next day in the

Platt to oppose my
promptly confirmed
Benate.”

“You were In office at the declarst
of war with Spain,” 1 sald to Mr. Bl

TRIED TO PREVENT WAR.

if | President MeKinley,
| me mber of his Cabinet, and Mr. Hanna,
v I am glad to remember, did all that was
The

helligerent.

n
ifs.

Wil

every

pessible to prevent war Senate,

i however, was savagoly
| Bvery day Senatora gtormed at the Pres-
fdent to send a message to Congress that
would combpel Spain todfight t 'nited

| Btates. He employed all N oand

e le
=R

influence to defeat the Senate het
war gpirit In the country rose h

liigher, and the Senators, galning en-
couragement from the watel pubilic
im-m!mvm. grew flercer and flercer

| “On reaching. the White House ona
Imorning 1 noticed men standing in
groups and talking In whispers, 1 asked
;I'nl" the President and was told that he
lwas walking in the garden. My busi-
ness heing unimportant I wis about to

leave when 1 was asked to go and sea
him. 1 found him pacing back
in the long path among the trees on the
{north gide of the Exed Manslon,
His hands were clasped and his head was

and forth

1t
itive

| bent upon his hreast.
“1 approached and he motioned me 1o
| his side. We walked In sllence for som
time, and then 1 mentioned the busginess
J'thnt was In my mind. But he did not
hear me. His face was drawn a nd gray.
| To and fro we tramped, 1 venturipg, to
say no more, and he In the mute agony
| of a combat with himself. T thought of
that scene in a garden near the hrook
when Another exclaimed
| ‘My iz exceeding n
|unto death,” By and hy the President
took a long breath and, turning to me,
igaid: ‘Let us go In.' The day follow-
| ing the war message was read in Cons-

of Kedron,

sl sorrowful, evy

| gress.”
|
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|
and worp-out sallors.” That otatement | boats? It was a problem The lives of | few years ago, remember, adversely to the
might seem to be clear. And vet the trus- | the trustees, by the way, have heen full of | claims offered by the engineers and fire-
tevs were compelled to call upon a well | problems men, He gald in the interpretation of wills
known lawyer a few years ago for an The lawyver rendered his decision, only a | the testator should be deemed to have
apinfon answering the quesation, “What s a
sallor?  The commeree of the sga WAS no E e T
lomeer wholly In charge of companies and o
individuals who operated sall vessels.  Thy el
ireme AN he ong TR ) strnimships .
firemen and the enginecrs of stenmships l’ e E‘t n
woere applyving for the benefits of Mr. Ran- e et | | .
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living or o i RIS e : 150 1 W e B | s bt hd b ol na
Iving on sepa-going ora othe than sali- | -‘.“":“'.'!"I“EL-“‘I'E"EJ"".-.! 8la ._],!.I!__‘L.I.Lﬁ!'
E /"
e SRR TRR T AT T BT
. pa | | | | Y
o oe I I L e N e A R & >
P T o .-.l....'_-d..-.-----j—"_‘ Lo 4
h.'iu‘_"' erloletnlwlalr® !’--r‘.".‘l"
L furr W ede e bt . e
':::':':.': .'.-5'\?0;1!1:';'-;1
| | | |
T -
d 7 g

AVE

FIFTH

"latinampinie

WAVERLY

MAP OF PROPERTY

EXTERIOR SAILOR'S SNUG HAR.
BOR, ON STATEN
SOME OF THE

in

York City, and the land,
in vilued sat $19,810, 400

will

Trustees of

BUVE

copdueted

IN

the

without the

Baullor's

Hallor's

fur

MATES.

heart of
M

New*

i

It Is managed

Bnug

Ha
ALK |

Buug

Haur

il
ol

ISLAND, AND

rt 1t ...'.J:I Randall, Ksq., di ‘l‘ uadntaining and supporting aged, decrepit |
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st

IN THE CITY
OF NEW YORK BELONGING TO
THE TRUSTEES OF SAILOR'S
SNUG HARBOR,

semployved words In thelr opdinary primary
MeaAnIng
Handall's Aay,

ors’ the

therefore by the term “safl-

testator meant common s=allors,
sald the lnwyer, who In the sea phrase are
before the mast In vessels propelled by
Enlls,
This Aid not seem to be an opinion
worthy of long gulding the trustees, so
they emploved another lawyver, and gut
Just as learned a statement from him to

the effect that sallors were moen w o fol
11 “r 0 o
wed the gen, Some vears hence, a trus-

tee sald a few days ago, the term “sallor™
may be construed 1o include the man who
Mles his craft through the alr

Then in the matter of "aged, de replt and
wornout™ sallors, as referred to in the will,

Tl LN T
e Lrusts aEked (help counsel some time

#Eo: “Must these three qualifcations exist
I combination, or may any one of these
lemys separately constityte ellgibility

A wll may seem awfully clear, but be
found hard for trustecs to understand A\
ris

: Wohns just artsen Dt has declded the
rustecs o ask the courta to help them, Iyt

i oconnectlon with the remal ks of Mr,
Hepbum, as quoted above The Sallop's
Kt - 3
Bhug Harbor, on Staten 1sland, now has S
mates

Owing to the more or less dlaplduted con-
'.rlll--n of the majority of the bulldings on
I Munhattan property the income of the

Institution Is only 2 1-2 per cent u year
Even so. 1 : 300,623
) N 50, the Income amounted to §300,823
WU yeur.  Enough, of course, to care for
LROD, Instead of $00 men Perhaps the
LSOO saltors would not have ull of the

luxuries that those al present in tha Harboy
are glud o enjoy, Bu' the point is “"I:l
uven under adverse phystoal vonditions :lf
the property the lncome fs o Breat deal
more than suMclent o care for ull 41-1-;:‘

Avinls that come under the of

terms thie

There were nn steamships in Mr. |

TThe:y Want to Know Whether
|  Will of Founder, R. R
Randall, Binds Them

i
|'I to Business Folly.

Randall will No eligible case hes hesn rés
jected since the beginning of the charity,
| more than elghty vears ago. No other aves
i nue of charitable endeavor is open to the
trustees, because the will s speclt nire
row relative to who shall be 1 hene=
| ickaries. Suppose the courts rul wably
| respecting the wish of the trustees o mort
| gage some of thelr city property that they
T may Improve the rest of it und thus greatly
Inerease thelr Income What will they do
with the monev? Already a & s |8 plle
| ing up at the rate of $50,000 &

The trustees have just brough s friendly
| sult agalnst the Attorney Gener of the
lF"”" of New York to ascertaln whether
there is anvthing In the Randall will to re-
strain them from exeicising what Mre, Hep-
burn ealls ordinary business judgment. In
other words, the trustees would ke to
know, If the court please, whether the old
orcharl thiut for about elghty years DOW
||‘.a;¢ been cut up Into streets n e per=
| mitted to stand (nadeguutely proved

In hisg will. which rumor credits AleX=
| ander Hamilton with having wn {(one
| resson perhaps why o thirty years’ war by
the helrs to break it proviad | lesa), M
Randall sald mothing about adequate [We
| provemant of the moperty.  He sabd noth»
Ing about horrowing money jid sky=
| serapers. He may never have imed that
the orchard would reguire any atteftivd
bevond an ocenslonal fnexper e pruning

of 18 trees

Among the present trustees of the Buil-

or's *nug Harbor ave exceptionally capabie
men of nifairs, who are a in pri
:"”' lfe, to see u legitimute ortun \0
| increass the value of thelr holdings, These
lnu-n find It diMcult. therefore, to extort
i much satisfaction from o conslition such as
| At present exists In the propet Mr. Ran-
| dill left to thelr cur They =iy that any

| lundlord with horse sense would o
| decreplt rookeries thiat now cover

dall estate with ofMcee huildings and moders
| npartment houses

[ The trustees have followed the policy of
leasing the ground for twe one years
| o thereabouts., with privilege to lessoes
|l'° renew ut the expivation of thely eon-
LY T TN £ AR the tremd of popuiation anl
business s uptown, the trustees renl'se
they may, that the Randall estate will auf-
for financlal loss unless prompt action ¥
tukon, and many of the better bulldings
on the leased land are acquired for in-
come purposes. Fine corner sites are oale
cuplod by dismal little dwellings, Acred
of the heart of Manhattan are coversd
with depressing relles of a bygone arch-
itectupal day. An individual or & cof
|1“‘|‘“llnrl not bound by a ld-year-old will
| Would borrow some money, It necessay
o ereet u thirty-story office pullding on
the site now cluttered up by & sombre

Gontinued on Afth page



