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Mail Fakers Put Behind

arks” by Unapprehended Swindlers of This Kind Can
es, and Just at This Season

ulent Use of the Mails Have To

The Total Sum Gleaned from American “M

Only Be Conjectured, but
' Uncle Sam’s Crusaders Against Fraud

It Mounts to Stupendous Figur

Be on the Alert Against the Spring Crop of New Schemes.

BOUT this time
A of all kinds wake up and come
forth with new schemes hatched

during the long hibernating period of the

winter months, As a reformed faker once

explained to me, they flgure that most
people are in a T¢ eptive mood about
gpringtime and ready for a change n the

lookout for new ventures which may lead
to that long looked for time they
will no longer have to worry about rent
dav and the wherewithal to pay for wifey's
new spring bonnet,

when

of vear mnll fakers,the promoter

But while the fakers get busy Un Sam
i{s also on the job, In fact, he has been
walting for several years to get a good |

whark at the dead beats and fakers who

greater part of the
reons jalled dur-

The
7,000,000 gathered In by pe
last yoar was invested bhefore any
we or any precautions

ing the

questions re psked

taken against fraud
who hag direct

R. 8 Sharp is the man
charge of Uncle Sam's crusade against the
fraudulent uge of the malls, He is chief
inspector anpd the eyes, ears and nose of

the Postoffice Department at Washington,

under his control there are h inidreds
ctors in all sections of the country
In a long inter-
EBharp was em-

and
of insf
searching out the fakers
view with the writer Mr
phatle in his denunciation of thesa Wal-
lingfords of get-rich-quick schemes.

“My experience with these fraud manipu-

THE TREE USED BY THE WIRELESS

FAKERS IN THE $200,000 SWINDLE

prey on thelr fellow men, but it was nl'I'ITI

untfl last year that his crusade got into
full awing. During that year mall
promoters were put out of business who
had obtained maore than $77,000,000 from the
public. This, you will understand, repre-
sents only the money actually collected
by ‘the swindlers who were arrested and
convicted and are now behind the bars

This enormous amount

fraud |

of loot does not |

half represent all the losses through vari- |

ous forms of swindling by mall. It Is only
the profit of those who have been caught,
and does not include the meney collected
by the hundreds of fakera who are still
operating. There I8 no way to know how
vast are the plekings of these operators of
fllegltimate schemes,

Every concelvable lure in lald before the
unwary, from wonderful patent devices to
be %0ld to agencies to fake mining schemes.
There are no fewer than forty different

» groups of swindles, and In each group there

are many varlations. Bome of these are
only constructive swindles, whie others
aré out and out fakes and crimes, the ob-
taining of money under deliberately false
pretences. Bome play upon the cupldity
of the vietims, such as the green goods

.workers, and offjers upon their charity,

such as the obtaining of money for instl-
tutions that do not exist. In practically
case the vietim ls caught because

every
he does not Investigate the rellability of |

e

\

of thelr operations and the enormous
amount of their 11l gotten gnins. For In-
stance, only the few ewindling promoters
ast year obtalned more

who were arrested |

than $77,000,000, There Aare undoubtedly
hundreds of persons operating simliar
s-hemes who have not yet been caught.
The poliey of the department is first to

sl out the strong and powerful erim-

innls who have grown rit h at the game,
| and this had also § W exceedingly
tective In eliminating the smaller fry.

“Since Postmaster General Hitcheock as-
| 8 ymed charge he has been very anxious to
| tid the mails of [llegitimate literatire used

in defrauding the public of untold milllons,
and he !s the man who should have eredit

ef- |

|

POSTMASTER GENERAL HITCH-
COCK.

for the work. If the fraud promoters would
confina thelr operantions wholly within @
state It would be easy enough for the state
to stap H: but framd operators 4n not 50
| confine their operations They send their |
| fraudulent mail matter nll aver the roun-
try, having previously oltalned a st of
what they eall ‘suckers.'

“Thelr usual method of aperation fa some-
thing like this: A man Eaves up a
money, and wanta to invest It with a view
to inereased earnings, and anyvthiog that
lonks llke a good proposition is enticing,
provided the right fellow comea along and
offers to sell It. These fakers organize
gales agencles. They il the various selling
sub-agents full of falsehoods, The selling

CHIEF POSTOFFICE INSPECTOR R. §. SHARP,

lators shows they are a distinet class of
criminals,” sald Mr. S8harp. “Many of them
are so-called promoters, but they promote
nothing but their own individual pockets,
and the government Is determined to bring
these promoters into court and send them
to prison. 1 belleve this Is the only pre-
ventive, as our records show that none
of the criminals who have been once con-
victed of m charge of this character has
ever agaln attempted to reorganize the
scheme under a néw name, as was often
the case where fraud orders alone were
the only punishment.

“Our work during the last year has un-
covered a condition among the swindling
class which shows the astounding extent

agent gets, as a rule, from 40 to 50 per cent
of the procecds of the wmale of the stock.
He ls generully u local man of supposed
good character and reputation. He ls ufler
that commisalon. He sells the stock to his
friends, not under false representutions, but
| frequently under the honest bellef that it
is golng to be good as a result of what has
been told him. They sell stock In every-
thing it is possible to Imagine. -

“The favorite line of stock sold by these
frauds ia the mining progosition, and it 1»
one of the hardest possible fakes on which
to obtaln convictions in court, ¥or instance:
A man starts out with a pick and shovel
to some mountainside in Arizona, which is

!'.rrl.-|

one of the favorite places to start prowpect-

ing. He digs a hole in the ground—that I8

lie may strike gold, but he will hardly do
it onca In a thousand times. He Is careful
not to spend any more money in working
his prostect than s necessary He will
have a photograph of it made, then adver-
tlsn his clatm, and he will generally show a
Hittle dirt with good traces of gold. Gold
ora In paving quantities runs in chutes,
leads and lodes, He (s llahle to enter a
fair looking lend, and after working for a
while the ora will give out

“On the other hand, however, he may dig
a little further and strike the lead again;
but it {8 the element of doubt in the pros-

attempted to proceefl with the work have
found In short order that this was exactly
what the advertiser did not want.
more, the machines furnished are usually
cheap and practically worthless affalrs and
the prices charged exorbltant.

A fraud practised extensively through tha
mafls and somewhat gimilar to the work-
mes was that in which a job
as salesman with a guaranteed salary was
offered the prospective victim. He was re-
quired, however, to make a deposit with

at-home sche

the heginning of what Is called a prospect. | the promoter as an evidence of good faith

| and to engage In a preliminary canvass of
a week or a month. After he had obtained,
| during the preliminary
orders ha could from friends anxious to
see him succeed in the undertaking,
found it impossible to carry out the te:
of his contract because of the inferior qu
ity of the goods supplied or of the ohst
cles put In his path by the promoter, un
was compelled to sacrifice his deposlt and
spe come to naught the labor already per-
formed.

eanvags, all the

women throughout the United States have

In recent years hundreds of men and

Further= |

)
{
{
i
INSPECTORS' DIVISION, POSTOFFICE DEPARTMENT. UNCLE SAM'S ASSISTANTS IN HIS MAIL FRAUD
CRUSADE.
“
heen gratified ta recolva a letter In which | schemea they would otherwise take up 23] the Iand and have planted 1t with rubbef
[eney we re informed thiat for some reason | an sy way naking money. trees. A glowlng aceou is sot forth of
they hal been selected as the reciplent of | A very Important recently handied | the wonderful possibllities for rubher in
L benutifial et of gllverware, which was to | by postoffice Inspectors covered the opera- | the fut o ent nead of rubber for
be eiven awiy for advertising purpoges | tlons of the en-called Mabray gang. The in automobile industry and the
All that they wers required to do in order | first complaints were made to the d t i & o other things for which
« to obtaln the present was to remit to the | ment about two years ago, and inves it now and will probably become
writer the sum named in the letter for the  tlon disclosed what Is belleved to ha? more v od hereafter, ete, After ex-
| expense of packing and shipping. Many | been the most gigantle scheme of its kind |eciting th terest of the victim, the pro-
' avatled themselves of the opportunity and fever operated on a large scale by an or- | moters will then show him photographs!
sent the money, They did not realize that ! ganization of confidenca men hy means nr.nf the alleged plantation. They produce
they had been defrauded untll they recelved | fake horseraces, athletio contests and the | pletures showing a beautiful rubber planta-
pects which they work on. Some legltimate | the cheap and shoddy ware, tha dlsposing | ke, tio many acres in extent, filled with
progpectors mnake fortunes, but they nare | of which was the purpose of the promoter. | Thoe swindle was perpatgpted succoss- rubber trees. The vietim buys stock,
tew, vory fow, and far hetween. ‘The fraud | Tha sum of money remitted for packing |fully in varlous parts of the "United States, |V hich he gets at a very low figure. He
artist, upon finding a show of “Wiunul shipping represented, of course, not and victims In all parts of tha country |holds it for a year or so, then he looks
orgnnize a company, capltalize It for one| gnly all expenses of the transaction, I.'It:v ero robbed of sums varying from §,00 ] for the dividends, also the promoter. XNot
or ten million dollars, and then put 1he q)un a large profit for the senders of the to $0.000. 1t {5 estimated that the pro hearing from either, he institutes (nvess
etock In the hands of a selllng agent, Along | jetter. | moters obtained more than $5,00,00, John tigatlon, and finds thers are one or two
with prob=

with his false printed matter and his lying

statements. A friend once asked me: *What
1s n “proepect”? 1 told him my idea of n
‘prospect’ was a hole in tha ground awned

by a llar. It would be impossible to estl-
mnte the number of milllons of dollars tha
American people have dumped Into rotten
mining prospects, In the hope thit if they
ghould yield gold it would make them rich
After all Is sald and done, it Is the gambling
apirit of the American peopla upon which
these fraud vultures feed.

THE UNITED WIRELESS STHEME.

“Many kinds of business ars used to hasa
fraud schemes on. We had what {s called
the United Wirelesn cases recently, which
fs possibly the best sampla that ecan he
given, The Unfted Wireless Company took
advantage of the Invention of the wireless
telegraph. They organized a milllon-dollar
eorporation, led the peapla to belleve by
IMteratura that gnlng tn i
large commerclal and undertonk
1o establish on the tops of various bulldings
in large citien high poles which were sup-
poged ta be the Instruments through which
communication was had bhetween the sti-
tlons, Few natances are noted where com-
mercial messiges wera actually sxchangad,
these poles belng erected apparently for the
purpnse of sending o k selling agentn over

they wera dn

husineas,

the country. calllng attention to the fact
thit they were in a new and wonderful
rommercial fleld. Of all the money that

wns received from the sale of stock, about
B0 per cent went Into the pockets of these
selllng agent®, and the balance to the fraud
promoters, and when the balance slieel was
made up It was found that practically no
commercial business had been done hetween
the city statlons of any character at all, It
subsequently developed that the promoters
were the principal owners of the stock sell-
ing agency company.”

Among the old types of schemes, which
are still being worked to-day, were those
which depended for thelr revenue upon
what may be termed cateh-penny advertise-
ments.  For example, articles offered
sale are described In misleading language,
but so ambiguously as to render It possi
ble for the advertiser to answer complalnts
by saying the complainant had miscon-
strued the advertigement. Readers woere
induced to belleve that they could obtain
valuable jewelry for & small sum of money
by the description of such Jewelry as
vgolld-gold 1ald” or “German sllver.” The
jewelry notually furnished was of a cheap
variety, and the only gold or sllver in its
make-up was an external wash of one of
these metals of practically no thickness,

“WORK-AT-HOME"” SWINDLES.

So-called “work at home' schemes have
vietimized many women, The usual plan
Is to advertise for women to do work at
home for which a reasonable compensation
will be pald. It Is always a condition pre-
cedent, however, that the worker buy from
the advertiser a typewriter or & sewing
machine with which to do the work, or a
sample or model of the article to be copled.
The interest of the advertiser ends with
the sale of these goods, and women who

for

“ASTROLOGERS" DRIVEN OUT.

few yenrs a large num-
ber of solf-styled astrologists have been
driven out nf buginess. Thessa men ndver-
tised tn newspapers and pertodicals appeal- |
ing to the credulous to have thelr fortunes
told by the stars, and promising to cast the |
horoscope and read the past, present and |
futurs of the patron for a small remittance. |
The systern followed by thesa H“’ll’“!l"l'ﬁl
was In all instances practically the same I
No horoscops was cast, and the reading
furnished was a form of letter 1rlr-nll-‘.1‘.;
with that sent every other person whos»
date of birth fell within the same sign of |
the zodlac. Thesa letters wera prepared in |
large quantities, and comprised, as A rule,
twalve forms, one for each slgn, and the
only service performed by the “astroli-
ger” for the money pald him wis to select
the form covering the sign under which |
the patron was horn and send It to him. |

Within the last year a number of schemes |
advertising to cure cancer through the |
matls hnve been under investigation Tho
inquiry has disclosed a thoroughly fraudu- |

Nuring tha last

lent state of affalrs,  Hundreds of thou- |
sands of dollars annually have heen col-
leetedl by thess concerns from the un- |

fortunate and aMicted hy false stat r!l-‘flln‘l
that 0 sure thelr terrible maindy |
could effected through a new and
marvellous treatment that does away with |
the knife. Analysis of samples of these |
treatments, bhought for tha purpose, 1i1.ﬂ~|
closed thelr spurlousncss and the lack of |
foundation for the eclaims used to dupe |
suffering vietims,  Ordinarily they have |
been made up of nothing but simple and
well known drugs, with no curatlve effect
whatever on cancer. In one case, 80 ANX-
lous was the advertised discoverer of this
unknown ecure that his profits shoulid not
he depleted by any cost for medicines that
his yvietima recolved merely plain water, to
which only a small amount of sulphate of
quinine had been wdde d to give a fluores-
cent glow to represent emanations of ra-
um, which, it was claimed, was the cura-
tive agent In several other cases the treat-
ment was mainly made up of ordinary cot-
tonsced oll. In another instance, in Which
the cure was to ba made by “absorbent
packs,” the contents of the bags was or-
dinary earth,

Destdes fraudulent enterprises, a largs
number of lotteries and schemes of that
nature have been driven out of business
recently. The endless chain schemes which
formerly flourished throughout the country
are now practically & thing of the past,
Guessing contests are now projected only
sporadieally, The old “dlamond contracts"
have also disappeared, and many Invest-
ment propositions modelled on the u.u.mo!
principle have gone out of exisience.

Tha schemes mentioned do not by any
means comprise all those which have been
suppressed, but all of them are still under-
taken ocecasionally, and probably will be
until the end of time; but the issuance of
n large number of fraud orders agalnst
typical frauds and lottery enterprises has
deterred many swindlers from undertaking

cure of

L]

(. Mabray, the principal of this organiza-
tion, and elghty-nine of his assnclates wers
indleted In conne sn with this scheme,
snd many of them have alrea 1y heen tried

convieted
wme to defraed,

and

Another s international

in {ta scope, was known as the ol
brick” swindle, hy which victims wore
flceced out of varlone gume ranging from
£ to $25,000, Tt has been in operation o
number of yvears. The gechema was handled
something ke this: Letters wéore malled
i the United States addressed to deatl

people In Great Britain, the g neral
canveved belng that the deceased was in-
terested In a mining speculation; that the

undertaking had been successful and that
lgnld In vast quantities had heen discov-
ered. The purport of the letter was to

obtajn the dead person’s instructions as to
how his share should be handed over to
him, and, finally, the correspondence would
wind up by Inducing a representative of
the estate of the deceased to come to the
United Btates. The Investigation of
required great skill on the part of
inspector handling it; a trip to England
necessary to obtaln Important
formation and evidence, and [nvestization
had to he made In various parts of the
I'nited States and Canada. The promolers
of the swindle were arrested and are now
behind the hars.

ANOTHER WIRELESS SWINDLE.

was

scheme

The scens for another wireless
was Ilald In a prosperous mining clty of
the West. Everything looked good to the
promoters, and what sulted their scheme
best was the fact of the town belng 10-
cated on a selightly ascending slope of a
mountainside. On the higher slde of tho
town thers was a glant tree, the only
one of its kind which could be seen from
any part of the town. The wireless schems-
ers went to work and chopped off every
branch of this tree, until there was noth-
ing left but the bare trunk stunding. They
then installed & wireless antennie on the
top of the tree, got some wireloss ap-
paratug, Installed it at the bottom, and
everything was in proper shape for the
prospective victims to comae and admire
The citizens of the town were then In-
formed of the wonderful opportunities for
getting rich quick by Investing in this
wireless stock. 1t was not long belore the
takers accumulated something more than
$200,000 from the credulous ones of the com-
munity and decamped. The tree trunk Iz
still . there,

An entirely new scheme I8 now on the
market, and all you credulous ones, be-
ware! It I8 the Mexiean rubber plantation
game, Owing to the ungettled eonditlons
In Mexico it s practically impossible for
any one to learn the facts concerning any
scheme of this character, 80 Wwhile the
trouble lasts these promoters are pushing
their game to the limit The scheme (s
worked In this way: Promoters flood the
country with literature or prospectuses,
wetting forth the wonderful vaius of &
certaln rubber plantation In Mexlo. The
literature states they have alreadygbouglit

idea |

the ;

acres owned by the company,
| ably ten or twelve rubbep tress on them

| (Copyright, T2 by Willlam L. Altdorfer)
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; THE MOTIVE,

Crimmins was talking at Paim
of a political squabble,

apropos

ives

about
“Motlves
‘Never
derstanding

sald.
1ne
won't

stranga things,” ke
action without fiy

Then ¥

motive

judge
{ts
E0 Wrong.
Apropos of gqueer motives' Mr. Crime
mins continued, *I'1l tell you about a duke.
| This duke went to a musical comedy one
| evening, admired the leading lady ver¥
| mueh, and sent her, by his wvalet, a bous

.q'lrt

| “About & month later, as the duke wAS
{tupching, a lady was announced, The duks
rose and entered an anteroom i found,
| to his surprise, the beautiful ycung actress
of the musical comedy of the month bée
fore.

i "0Oh, your grace,’ she said, blushing
I'J have come to thank you for all youf
beautiful bouguets,’

| **But, madam,” sald the duke, °l think
you snre mistaken. 1 only gent ol ong

bouquet, and that was a Jong time a g0."

“But your valet, every ;' she
stummered, ‘has brought bouqued
from youl!

“Phe duke sent for his valet, and the
valet admitted that what the uctress s
waa true,

“Now, do you
mins, “that It

even

me &

think,” =ald Mr. Crime
wae love which was the
motiva of the valet's strange conduct?
1()!1‘ no; it was not love. The valet col*
fessed {t was & sentiment less noble than
love. The nightly bouquet, ft seems, only
cost the wvalet & cents, and the ﬂutlt‘l‘:‘
actress gave him every evening a § tb

i

BATHETIC.

General Marion Maus has a K
dellcate tasto in literature, and at &
dinner at Vancouver Barracks, dlscussing
a popular novel of litle worth, Genes
Maus wald:

“The pathos of the book is re
It reminds me of a private’s widow.
good woman was about to sell her house*
hold furniture, her rugs, plated Ware =2
what not. As she was golng over the®®
articles hep eyves filled with tears, & b
memories rose to her mind, and, sy
aslde a halt-dozen knlves, she gald: M

w0h, dear! T can’t let these go! THSE
been in poor George's mouth too OREEE g

“‘Pightirg Bob' Fvans,” sald 8 ﬂ

veteran of Washington,
fighters, & tender heart.

“ Pighting Hob' had :; n:-:‘liv
heart toward children. o -
suy, as he held hia little grlndclllﬂih

“A child lg the biggest thing
world, A ragged, emaclated,
is to me bigger than &

wen I.Il‘ ¥

ally bathos “

Bars Last Year Got Over $77,000,000 from the Unwary

,"




