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here Earth’s Crust Is Fragile and Cave-Ins

Swallow Houses Whole
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4 SMALL COLLAPSE OF TERRA FIRMA AT MAYFIELD, PENN.

Down in the Undermined Valleys of the Lacka-
wanna and Wyoming Rivers Persons as Well

as Buildings Have Been Gobbled Up, |

and Fear Is Broadcast There.
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Missouri and Virginia,

too, Where Underlying Caverns Have De-
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ANOTHER CAVE-IN FOLLOWS.
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OCCUPANTS' FORTUNATE ESCAPE.,

THE CAVE-IIY THAT

The « pee of the o ipant was I
short of miraculou I was
e i 1
ane of the housas d begun
breakfast for r whn
o work at 6 o'cloch She had

EAS range snd was going Into

to get some provisions when she felt a

sudden convulsion, the bullding pitching

forwnrd toward the street
Being

wher ~Xpression terrn

become 10 sOmMe exts ohsolete,

long time reside

fzed at onee that the house was going «

into a mine cave, and, screaming an alal

ran to the outside A moment later she |
was followed by her husband and the rest |

of the family, all
Quick setion was necesgary, for within ten
minutes the main part of the dwelling had
dragging the

gone down Into the hole,
kitchen part over on top of it
Meanwhile a crowd of neighbors had as-
sembled, and thres fire companies had ar-
rived on the scene. But, although it was
quickly ascertained that the Buckleys were |
« had been heard about the In-

gafe, nothi
mates of the other house, & man named
Btevens and his wife. It was surmised
that they were Iimprisoned and unable to
effect thelr escape

| LOWED TWO HOUSES IIY
TON LAST FALL .

oy SCRPAN

CARRIED UP A LADDER.

The two houses, bullt as one, were stead- | A CAVE-IN IN STAUNTON, VA, IN
{ly sinking, and, if anything was to be done, WHICH A HOUSE AND A TREE
there was no time to be lost. A young man TWENTY-FIVE FEET HIGH DIS-
named Perry, the son of a nelghbor, pro- APPEARED.
oured a ladder, and, with his father's help,
towered it In such a way that he was
enabled to cllmb Into a window of the
Btevena house. Whereupon he and Mr,
Btevens carried Mra. Btevens, who was in
a state of collapse from shock, up the lad-
der to the surface.

Thus no lives were lost. DBut scarcely
had the rescue been accomplished when the
whole bullding crashed down into n shape-
tess mass and fire belched up through the
broken timbers sbove the roofs of houses| Buch facts as these, already known,
elose by. The firemen quickly got into mc- served to shed light upon the causes of
tlon, and the dwellings thus threatened a very remarkable happening In the city
were eaved, though conslderably georched. | of Btaunton, Va., whers, In the summer
Of course, the Stevens and Buckley fami- of 1910, much alarm was felt lest a large
Yles Jost everything they had part of the town was destined to drop Into

Occasional Iitems of telegraphle news the bowels of the earth. A serles of cav-
printed in newspapers in other parts of | €rnous, crater shaped openings in the
the country have given no adequate notion ground appeared, one house fell through
of the alarm felt in Scranton and other | and disappeared and various other aseo-
parts of the anthracite coal reglon on ne- clated phenomena excited a not unreason-
count of mine cave-ins. One should realize | able dismay.
that Bcranton itself is a large city, with a| The trouble began on the 1lith day of

of water, Incidental to mining operations.
Hera again was & natural subterranean
cavern, and when the water was removed
the roof fell in, Owing to simllar causes,
near the BSand Ridge Mine, at Aurora,
great cracks resembling those caused by
an earthquake developed in the summer
of 1800,

o
seape fell in, owing to the pumping mltw

population of 130,000 gouls, and over exten- August, when the occupants of a dwelllng
alve areas it is bullt upon a mere crust.

The situation is as Iif glgantle rats had
run vast systems of ramifying burrows un-
derneath the town, thus rendering the very
parth unstable.

Buf, s already stated, the sama con-
dition of affalrs exists in-other parts of the
Lackawanns and Wyoming valleys, many
entire towns being eimilarly undermined.

e S ercurregare oot s

on the south slde of Baldwin street heard
a crash, as if directly undermeath them,
whereupon the bullding suddenly shook
gnd sank four feet. In less than an hour
it had sunk ten feet, & hole thirty feet in
dlameter having appearsd, and A tree
twenty-five feet high presently dropped
into the opening, vanishing entirely from
sight.

A few hours later the hole caved Io at

the siles; aalarking cpusiderably, wad Jue

CHARLES EUZIAN,

EXPERT OF BUREAU OF MINES,

UNDERMINING THE LANDSCAPE
WITH ELECTRICAL COAL-DIG-
GING MACHINES.

It geema that the clty of S

| a limestone regio In fuact
| stone ffteen hundred fect 8
||!|-- town. As In other lme
!I..t't'v are sublerrancan streams, of
which had excavited a large cavern di-
rectly beneath the ploce where the cave-
ing occurred, The cavern grew (o slze
unt!l the roof became too weak to hold
|ll-1-'|!' up any longer, and then it fell In
In the Umestone reglon of Kentueky

| there are hundretls of underground stream
channels marked by cave mouthe and sink
Lhioles. More than flve hundred cuverns
of various sizesn are known In three coun-
tles In the vielnity of the great Mammoth
Cuve, Over conslderable areas of Indiana
Ikewise more than nine-tenths of the rain-
fall s carrled off by zuch streams, which
collect the surface waters largely through
hopper-shaped depresslons, called sinks or
#inkholes

Often the outlet of a sinkhole, connects
Ing it with the stream below, is choked by
plug and the sink becomes flrst a pond
or small lake, then a marsh, and liter on,
when filled in with silt, dry land. This,
in fact, is what happened at Staunton. Hut
the cavern below remained, with the stream,
gince located by borings for a considera-
ble distance, running through it.

What finally happened to bring about
lthe catastrophe (according to the report
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Kate Carew Talks
With Mr. Waldo

(ontinued from third page,

Good Lilstener. Do you agree

THE VERDICT.
virs. Hamilton Fish Webster

t snld of a young

at n lunche
glirl who

of the whole

n .;nl.--f Puccint’s All the
cing the maestro walked

down  muttering  ‘Mon Diets

pPeste? and such Uke e xpressions. \Whent
she finished everybody looked at him ex*
pectantly, anxjous o hear the final vers
diet
#al. de Reszke strode up to the girl, latd
his band on her shoulder in @ gontle,
| gatherly way and dellvert 1 his verdict I8
o murmur
] woMp chere, MNe anid, ‘marry 2000
Goodby.'
—————
A VOTER.

. P. Belmont, at a tes at the

Mrs. O v
Colony Club, In New York, sald with &
smile -

“1 have no vote, but my groom has

ghe smiled bitterly and added:

«[ admire my groom for hils prnr\n‘iel::;fr:
put I'm quite sure that if 1 went to 15
xt November and sald, “Well, Jumo!; wr
" relse the franchisel ho
forchead . ith his

ne
you going o exe
would touch his rosy 4%
torefinger and respectfully repiy: .
« +Pleage, madam, which horse {s that?
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MARTIAL MUSIC. .
Gaeorge Ade, with a souch of pesalml
as to matrimony, sald at a recent W

breakfast in Chicago: 4
v me wedding music always suggest

ing hopefully end

the muslc of saldlers go ;
A B~

pravely into battled



