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The success of

“writers
particularly moved
can comedies and

“Potazsh &

Fragee's offices. The same few know
him as Mr. John Merritt, the astor,
when they see him in the first aot
of "A Pair of Bixes” at the Longacre.
But, if we mistake not, an enthusias-
tic public will soms tims know him
ss Jobn Merritt, author of "The
Baronet.”
Aavasks axn. wa began Lo learn

Perlmutter”

AND PLAYER

“Potash @ Perlmutter’ and the Ameri-
can Invasion—-Ferdinand Gottschalk’s
Debut—Johmn

Merritt.

By HECTOR TURNBULL.

have

1o

in London appears

struck something very like terror to the hearts of a few of the dramatic
in that city The critic of “The Standard,” ln & recent article, 1
He fears that the overwhelming popularity of Ameri-
Americin comedians points te an extinction ol the
welean English eomedy and goed English drama Y Wirst deploring the
fact that the music halls have already i to present “Potash & Perl-
B mutter” dialogues, he predicts thar Ene and iz threatened with “an ava-
# lanche of German-American idiocy, and dialect plays in general
@ Here follows a portion of the plea to all loyal Englishmen
ﬁ “It requires n glossary, anvhew, for most peaple, especially the vast
b‘ majority who have not travelled In America, to understand much of what

& said by the funny mantle merchants at the Queen's Theatre. And, be-
sides, 1a thers not at present just a little (7o much of this drawing upon
America for London's amuscment Nearl every performer at the musie
halls a comical American of some =ort or other. We have bad ragtime
wongs ad nauseam and our ballrooms viulgarized by one-2tep dancing 1=

2 there ne chance to return to healthy English humor? The ¢ days of
_: the London music 1 had ‘Lion Comigues’ and ‘Perfect Cuves 0o I
often a lttle vulgar in th I, perbap buat, at least, 1 as

vulgarit and neng y the mMer: 1 ent int Fnelish pocket

And English come Is (her o vho in Zive 1 omething
purely of London, like “Cagt and the pever-ta-be-forgotten MHocles?

“English playwrights medy prose and song wrilers ple think
about Awake. England!”

L L L 4 » | L4 :

Of course, it is rather sad to contemplate that ominous chink of
English sovereigns in the alien pockét, hut they has thelr fon and pays
their money. The source of thelr fun, howeves, appears simple to trace
It is not that this avalanche of dialect plays, tango-filled musical shows
and comedy in the musle halls bears any particular label showing its place
of manufacture. It i* merely that the humor or sentiment involved is
{nternationa). ‘The English, a8 well as others, find in this “avalanche” just
that sort of human caricature, vulgar o therwise, that they relish Thae
sentiment and humor in the ch “Potazh & Berh ter” are
quite as apparent and engaging 1o the “mantle ms 8" of London as
they are to our own “cloak d suiters We Ives, managed tn
extract & vast amount of fun fo long I out of "Bunty,” and this
country is not yel overrun with Scols
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What really stirs in the breasts of the truth about this wunassuming
these purists of the theatre and vouth. That was when we were pre-
what, more than Potash, has brought sented with a card bearing the words,
forth this crv of alarm against dia- “John Merritt, Esquire, Actor and
lect plavs, the sore of Bernard Assistant Publicity Man of ‘A Pair
Shaw's “Bloody" still rankling, This of Sixe We were then informed
outrageous word is barred, but, hor- ' that he felt that he had been neg-
ror upon horror, “The Standard” an- lected by the newspaper men, and
nounces in the same article that it wished to have his history and pict-
is to be blankly immortalized in a ure blazoned to the world. Later he
new Alhambra production ealled, for- cume into notice by nearly losing all
wooth, “NOT ( y LIKELY The three jobs for rehearsing an original
blank, of course, =tands for the proposal and suiclde scene while the
sanguinary bomb which Mr. Shaw r*l_-w was going on. In explaining the
heaved at the English sensibilities a | &ffair to his employer it developed
few weeks ago in his “Pygmalion ™ that he was merely overzealous and

And when Shaw makes an English wished te try out a scene of his own
Cockney girl talk in such an unheard writing while there was a leading
of manner s it any wonder that the lady available.
critles turn and rend the American Au thie 15 10 ABn Hature ol & Whe-
playwrights for their evil Iaflumnce? | atrical announcement, wa will make

the features of the forthcoming pre-
" ® v ducudon public with pleasure in Mr.
| Merritt’s own words:

R s s m"‘"'ﬂ“l:l.-till“‘ “Ligten. I got a seream. It's goin'
concern would present an T‘T- ertain- W Erermerilar Ao i
ing film if they could follow Jack el bl e #
Merritt with a camera through his | ]“LI'I” De il o duel and a ""'!"

wreck in de first akt, but owin' to
day's work. Jack, or Mr. John Mer- | iy R
witt, lives a dual existence to the | dat dame ’_r"“m..‘ l' gsner "'5'}!

‘an of & theatrical world. This se- | and crabbin’ my pro mfl scene dat's

few know him as “Jack, the | all de furder I got. Now, I got to

jce Boy,” when they sce him as | work out dese events when 1 gets .
4 Pert at the gate of Mr. M. H, | chance, and with all my jobs I don't

get much chance. I nearly killed dat
guy who's golng to pluy my part In
‘Sixes’ on the road, and is stealing all
my original stuff, but doin' it I
worked up an ldea for the duel xcene.
Hn, vou see, I'm progressin’. 1t wen't
be long befors I'm rollin® past my
name on the billboards in my car.

Listen, @8, de name 4y the Dpper

B

i g A

GABY DESLYS 2 d2e " BELLE
of BOND STREET "2 ke , SHUBERT THEATRE

sure, will you? '‘De Handsome Bar-
onet.'"™

Well, there it “The Handsome
Baronet.” And any ons who wishes
tn see a melodrama growing by
scenes and progressing by thrilling
incidents may keep his eve on Jack
Meritt Just in sight of his
faming head, hawever, for any closer
is hazardous. He may suddenly con-
celve an idea for a little murder to
liven up a scene.

stay

r L

Ferdinand Gottschalk, whose fin-
ished playing in tha role of the
broken down, cadging gambler in
“The Truth" at the Little Theatre, i=
perhaps the most interesting piece of
acting in the comedy, began his
career in rather a novel manner. Just
after his graduation from college he
managed to get into a heated row
with his father, who had a flery
temper. The father finally becams
%0 angry at the coo] attitude of his
son that he ordered young Mr. Gott-
schalk from the room. Swinging on
his hecl and trying to earry the dis-
missal off with goed grace, the vounsg
fellow looked so utterly eomical that
his father was forced to burst out
daughing, . "Aften thatd said Aln

Gottschalk the other day, "1 felt cer-
tain of my ability to cut =ome sort

of a figure as n comedian r any
who could make my [father
H when he was in a temper by
walking off, must be able to
an audicnee laugh m the

FLORENCE REED

Young Actress Is Unsatisfied
with Stage Conditions.

That German philosopher—he must have

heen a German—who once wrota a book
to prove that woman 18 Incapacitated lor
all inteliectual activity through her con-
genital ingbility to think cleariy and sue-
cinctly  had never Miss Florence
Beed. 1n fact, he couldnt very well have
met Miss Reed, for he lived very long
| ago, which was not the case with Miss
| Reed Miss Iteed, as all New York
knows, 1= the young woman who is now
| playing the part of the young Russian
| Jewess in “The Yellow Ticket” and who
|'has by her impersonation put herself
| fairly and squarely in the front rank of
our younger American actresscs

A Tribupe representutive called on Miss
Reed last weeli, lu her apartment, at the

| Hote! Richmond. }e wanted sn inter-

met
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two columns all about what
regarding the diferent
man,” WHRE

printesd
she did not
tiv

say

fascinute n =he

Tribune man assurcd her

1l be

Ly bBut
his
all

Miss

The
Interview w very ssrions,

Art

aind about

r congenbed to L
And this waa how
admilted,

and I Lwsesil

L chanee I'ne 'Tribune
and to show

man came (o be

how serious ho was the s

tion he propounded was this
salistied with

very

Migs Reed, ave you

present condition of the American stage?" |

And the young actress flished back her |

I am not!"

Then, fearing The Tribune man would |
think her a Cassandra, she hasiened to )
add that she did not want to appesr to
pontifieate, but that she thought she
adoatld explaln

Yo e, our public : i youthful one,
and its idea of an actress (5 ong of whom

1 n continually saying, ‘Isn't she
weel! 1= he lovely! she a
dew Tha chit apr 8 to ba
the weral  me i our nudienoe
i 1 e t [ 1 19 11
I" i i n
feeling, there ala long
fe Now, | n practical, reiilize
that unti! | have becoma supreme 1| must
give the publie & good deal of what it
wishes, but I can tell vou that 3 so0on
as 1 become famous cnough and have

to be abla to do it 1
parts that T want.
Another great weiakness in our theatre,

made enough monesy

am golng to act th

and one which absolutely stultifies go
many promising actors and actresses, s
¢l {1 which they are forced to
art always the same type of character.
When an actress muakes a success in one

art or  =ame unconscionable reason

managers Ll v she must ever afterward

npjeat 1 such ports That versatitity
Hould exist ta mat nf these

naliagers a to the order af
tire.  No ona simply e s to |

e bound down in this way, I made my
first great success in & drunken scene in
farce comedy, in ‘Seven Days,’ \\hrrmrr-nr:l-

I was at once put down as a farce comedy

actress of drunken scenes for all eternlty, |
“Fortuna 1 had a will, and prao-
; h such delusions by sev-|

anded

the |

LUCILE CAVANAUGH 2= “THE WHIRL of Zke WORLD”
a4 éhe WINTER GARDEM

ONE NEW PLA

+ o capial “A." | Neals with the Difficulties of a Lady Who

Couldn’t Say No—A Revival.

ON MONDAY EVENING:

ON TUESDAY EVENING:

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK

At ths Garden Theatre, “Tha Shepherd King." by Wright Lorimer,

At Maxine Elliott's Theatre, “The Charm of Isabel,” by Sidney Rosenfeld,

Emmett Corrigan Producing Com-

pany will present the Biblical drama by
Wright Lorimer, *The Shepherd King,"”
it the Garden Theatre for two wecks
omimencing Mondas The performance
riven) nder ausproes ol the
el Catholie Waorks, which s an o
ganization of all the leading charitable
social, philunthropie  and edt onal
Catholle socleties in New York., 1L was

the suggestion
-

founded two veara ago at
af Cardinal Farley, and has devoted
self to raising funds for charity and for
other work.

The company, which has baen specially
engaged and drilled by Mr. Emmett Cor-
rigan, 18 headed by William Farnum, aud
in his support are Robert McWade, kd-
ward MacKay, Edna Archer Crawfora,
Virginia Hadley and many others. There

‘is also & chorus of forty volces and a
inrge ballet, many of the old Biblleal
songs will be rendered, together with
the scriptural music and dancing

The 8hepherd King' has not been seen
in New York for a number of ycars, but
when first produced here it ran for six-
teen weeks at the Knlckerbocker Thea-

tre.

“The Charm of lsabel, Sydneay Ho-

|

who has written the music for the “Leap

Land.,” 12 prebably better known
as winner of golfl prizes than as a
composcr of musi Ha hasz, howeaver

iready achisved considerable succeas in
previo productiond minds in eollabora-
tlon with his brothe: e 1s twenty-five
ears old, tid to be one of “tha young
CAL composers in Captivity fNina per-
formance will ba Eiven, the procecds to
be devoted to charity.
e

STOCK AND ONE WEEK HOUSES.

One of tha Interesting featuces of
Rupert Jlughes's farce, “Excuss Ma"
| which will begin an engagement at the

| Grand Opera House to-mofrow night, 13

senfeld, will have fts first publie per-|
formance at Maxine Elliott's Theatre on |
Tuesday evening, being put forward by
William A. Brady, Limited. A full dress
rahearsal of the comedy was given be-
fore an | ]l pudience at the Forty-

two Sundays age
that the principal

eighth Street Theatre

where {t was developed

charm of a Young woman consisted In
her inability to say no in crises where
the decisive negative would have pre-

gserved her from embarrassing complica-
tions. In these clreumstances the charm-
ing Isabel was wont to resort 1o the sub-
terfuge of flight, which aceounted f{or

s of carmine adventuresses, I
I The hoon' and in "The
st of the House COnce more I was
pigeonholed [ was to go through life
wrecking lives and generally raising hob.
Again 1 reveited, but when Mr. Woods
had the courage to put me in ‘The Yel-
low Ticket' in a part which summed up |
the ideailsm of the Jewish race, he was
told frankly that he was erazy and would
ruin his play. But | appear to have

fooled them all again, and T hope 1o be
able to continue to fool them until [ am
haired old woman.

fter I. we mustn't theorize, for
theorizing kills ereation. What we must
do is get up and do and if it iz in us it
will eome out., The great thing ls never
to stay satisfied and always remain true
to the basle truths of art. How many
fine talents have been ruined by their
posscssors abandening the primal sim-
plicities, the foundations upen which all
good acting must rest, and continually
exnggerating certain traits In their per-
sonalities untll they have no personalities
left. An actres2 should always be sincere,
Eincerity will always prove tha best and
truest friend In acting, as in life.'

A Eray

And as The Tribune man took his leave
this was the note that remained in his
ndnd. Truly, he had not been false to his

| promise—it had been a very serious inter-
view!

ORCHESTRA AT THE LITTLE.

Tha Little Theatre has now asquired an
| erchestra. Tt is the Littlo Theatra Quar.
tet and plays belween the acts [t plays

sloce one Dowsparer io . the audiiorhune hawover,

' view, but Miss Reed had told him ever
thecfelenhons JhAL

>

her sudden appearance in the bosom of a
dyspeptic velL stately New England fam-
fly following an adventure with an over-
Frenchman in Parig. in the se-
iral surroundings of her new abods
the i with acuta tendencies
toward the affirmative became the
tering figure in 5o many vexatlous domes-
tie upheavals that in desperation she
added the missing word to her vocabu-
lary and conquered her little world. Miss
Marie Nordstrom impersonated Isabel
upon this oceasion, quite evidently to Mr
Brady's complete satjsfaetion, since she
is retained for the publle career of the
ulay. This alse (3 trus of Albert Brown,
who then appearcd, and will now recur
as the impetuous Frenchman, Ned Sparks
(formerly the dav clerk of “Little Mizs
Brown 'y, and Isabells Evesson. Others in
the cast to be revealed on Tuesday even-
ing are Florence Gerald, Julia Varney,
Felix Krembs and Willam Carlaton,
e

“LEAP YEAR LAND”

“lLean Year Land, a new comic opera,
by Renneth and Hoy Webb, will he pro-
duced for the firsl time at Wallack's
Theatre on Tuesday night. May 5. The
prece I8 deacribed by its uuthors us a
‘suffrggetts apera,” as the action takes

| placs an imaginary island where
wWopich Baye always ruled. Koy Webb,

ardent
data r

lady

cen-

on

the hold-up scene. The tension is allowed
to last but a short time, as tha careless
ness of a highwayvman gives opportunity

10 & quick thinking and acting man
among the passengers and s minute later
the comcedy resumes full sway. Included
n the company iz Willls 1", Sweatman

in his original role of the Fullman porte:
Wednesday and Saturday matineess will
be given.

Owing 1o the success of the dramatic
spectacle, “Everywoman' at the Breax
Opera Houge, where it s concluding an
engagement of one week, Herry W, Bav-
age has arranged with Mesars. Cohan gnd
Harris to continue the performance for
a second week, beginning Monday. The
cast is entirely satisfying, and includea &
dramatic ensemble of over 160 people and
a4 special symphony orchestra of twentye
five musicians.

“A SCRAP OF PAPER.

The Empire Theatre is so pressingly
needed thls week for day and night re-
hearsals for the John Drew-Ethel Barry-
mors company in Sardou’s A Serap ef
Paper” that it will remain closed tn
the public until next Monday night. Only
In this way can this especially interest-
ing representation of one of the most
ingenious of modern comedies be mads
ready by Monday week, May 1. By
then the play will be just about rcady

, for public presentation, becauss the re-

hearsals were slow in commencing ow-
Ing to the necessary coatinuapnce of Mr.
Drew's tour in “The Tyranny of Tears”
and “The Will" and Miss Barrymore p

tour in “Tante"'—neither of which could
be curtalled,  Splendid comedy parts,
falling ens within the styles char-

acteristic of Mr. Drew and Miss Barry-
more, are the interesting opportunitiea
afforded these well-known stgrs by “A
Scrap of Paper.” But this comigg Em-
pire Theatre John Drew-Ethel Bgrry-
more season i8 a very temporary plan-—
inevitably ending with the coming of
the hot weather—and probably impossi-
ble of repetition in any other wmubse-
quent season, becauss Mr. Drew and
Miss Barrymore will again head separ-
ale organigations directly “A Scrap of
Faper’” closes. lMowever, each srtigt by
the: Will have satisfied lopg cherighed
ambitions tq g

i '3l appear tlogether n ghe



