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extended, for Miss Weber and her
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Mexico Riots with Happiness

She becomes very enthusiastic
when she speaks ol ico. "It s
the most wonderfully be 1l place,”
Miss Weber says I always think of
it as a land with happiness,
riot as one devastated by bandits and
black with smoking runs [his, too,
in spite of the fac that I lived
through three revolutions, nine miles

from the City of Mexico, and that we

were fnally driven from our home by

the noise of batile just over the hill

“We expected at any moment that
the fight would spread into our town,
and we {eared we could not trust tc
the kind feeling of our neighbors to
overcome the anti-American preju-
dices of their ymen. At all
events, a town clamoring with battle
is no place to woo the muse and we
felt it timely to depart

“Mexico i1s radiant with wonderful
lemon white shine that glorifies
evervthing and brings out the beauty
of all g the people
love who are not well
informed think Mexico is made up ol
terra cotta and mud col Nothing
is more false, The people revel in
brilliant colors. They use red and

purple dyes even on their floors, After
the floor has been scrubbed to a daz-
dling cleanliness they take a pail full

sf dye and splash 1t swishing it
around wit! '

“1f a woman gets tired her white
nuslin dress she dips it in the dyeing
nail. color effect of a

Imagine the
woman in an orang

vith & lemon yellow floor, with furni-| the American tourist. The beayt

ture of a deep purple, lighted by
touches of red!

Mexicans Love Brilliant Colors.

“The Mexicans are not afraid of
They dare all these
wonderful effects which Americans
kave not the courage to adopt. We
cling to dismal old gray-greens and
blues, and, of course, we get despond.
ent and think the world is full of
trouble. The Mexican puts on her
red skirt and her green shawl and
Jaughs at trouble.”

When Miss Weber made her
visit to Mexico she found the country
rich with art treasures completely
overlooked by the ecager collectors
who ransack everything from a New
England farmhouse an [Italian
peasant’s hovel. She brought back to
the United States precious antiques,
and called the attention of the connois-
seurs and travellers to the rich art
objects and furniture to be had for
almost nothing in the pawnshops.

color, you see

first
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Their Art Is Net Crude

“All the art of Mexico is not the
crude art of the peons, however. The
old towns are full of exquisite bits of
Talavera pottery, such as are treas-
ured to-day in the British Museum.
This is the art of the Spanish in-
vaders. When Cortez and his fol-
lowers settled Mexico they brought
cver with them Talavera tiles,

“They soon discovered that theis
was a kind of clay in the north of
Mexico which was very similar to the
Talavera they began the
manufacturing of tiles on a large
scale. The domes of the old churches
to-day are covered with these won.
cerful tiles soft yellows, greens,
old blues and vermilion. The jars in
the apothecary shops and the house-
hold pottery are made of this same
wonderful tiling

“Then, too, the Spanish conquer-

clay, so

in

ors brought over boatloads of the
niost  beautiful art treasures that
Europe knew at that time. The;
were aristocrats, you know, Thew
brought rich tapestries for their
churches and beautiful furniture for

their palaces, Much of this is now to
be picked up in the pawnshops, since
the old families have died out or have
had their taste perverted by a certain
American standard
understand the price of
their artistic value

“The revolution, of course,
meant the undoing of many of the old
family fortunes, too, and priceless
tapestries which have hung on palace
walls for centuries are now to e
picked up by the tactful collector for

which can only
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American Tourists Destroy Standarde.

“It is quite true that the modern

e skirt in a room art of Mexico is being destroyed by
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INE WEBER AMONG HER FUTURIST PAINTINGS AND PAINTED FURNITURE.

cld vases and jars which the peons
kave made for centuries according to
the standards set by their Spanish
masters in the old days are now be.
ing altered to suit the souvenir
hunter

“Perhaps some American thought:
it would be nice to have a Mexican
flag set on the side of the jar, so he
could remember where he bought it, I
suppose. The peon, eager to pleass
the dispenser of gold, drew a flag in
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WOMEN PEOPLE?

EN IN TWO KINDS

Mexico Women Are So Used to Revolutions That
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the jar, which was quite out of har-
mony with the pure color of the pot
tery. Then along came other souvenir
hunters who thought it would be
cven better to have two flags, the
American and the Mexican, crossed.
To do this meant that the potter must
broaden his vase, and thus the de-
struction of the perfect form was ac-
complished.

“Please do nnt imagfte that the
Futurist furniture which we are mak-
ing now is a product of the Mexican
art. The Mexican is a decadent art.
Our furniture has been influenced by
the crude Slavic art of Bohemia and
South Germany. Mexico's part in my
career is that while there I learned to
love bright colors, and when 1 re-
turned to this country, after five years
there, 1 was ready to learn the les-
sons of Europe as I could not have
done had T not had preliminary train-
ing in Mexico

to lnnocence.

Decadence Wedded

“The South of Germany and the
little known country nerth and east of
Vienna is where one must go to-day
to find real celor in innocent abandon.
The people there use it even on their
fences, and the little kiosks, which are
like Swiss chalets, are covered with
conventional flowers and birds in all
sorts and colors.

Miss Weber and her partner,
Thomas Furlong, are having a lovely
time making a blue, green and white
garden set for a wealthy Long Island

landholder. The fence is to be of
alternate green and white pickets,
with the thickness of the boards

painted black. The summer house an
gateways are to have broad bands of
blue.

“l1 don't know why people think
their garden benches must be green
2lways," said Miss Weber. in explain-
ing this creation. "“Every color is
beautiful in the bright sunlight with a
background of green. A bit of color
in the landscape makes the most per-
fect garden a brighter and pleasanter
place.”

—_—— ————

Mis= Bessin Beatt a San Francisco
nawgpaper rveporter, has fallen heir to
£0.000, to be used in behalf of poor chil

dren a= Miss Beatty secs 0t

The Wisconsin eugenic law, which pri
vide= for the lsstiance of marri S
onl sgpon the certificate « bill of
health, has been declared unconstitutional
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Women act as steamzhip captains In

Norway
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the Fiery BecKy Edelson Type Take Their Share
as Agitators in the Labor Strife.

—

[T I€ little more than a month

since the newspapers began _prim
ing the sayings and cxplo:tsla!
of one Becky Edelson. Besides being

an agitator, who and what is this per-

son who, bursting out of obscurity,
has caused more editorial comment

for and against than any woman
since Emma Goldman? Where does
she come from? What conditions

have thrown her into the fight as their
spawn? What has this young girl en-
dured to make her ready to outface
street rowdies, to criticise the gov-
ernment and laugh in the face of rec-
ognized authority?

As she tells her story there is lit:
tle in the background of her life on
the East Side to differ from the up-
bringing of the ordinary child in that
cection of the city. She, in her ¢x-
pression of the restlessness that per-
vadss all womankind, gives one a con-
crete idea of what we must recognize
as the spirit of a large class of young
women and men—first generation
Americans—in whom is combined the
:raditional oppression of their fathers
in Europe and the breath of freedom

of the new world, They have taken
the word freedom in its almost catho-
lic sense. Should Becky give way,
there are many ready to take her
place to fight the fight of “labor
against capital” unto the death.

Works on Anarchist Magazine.

Becky—her full name 15 Rebecca—
is an anarchist. She was nurtured in
the iaith of Emma Goldman and Alex-
ander Berkman, and now works on
their publication, “Mother Earth."
The blood of Russian revolutionists
is in her veins, heated by the experi-
ences af a life on the East Side and
by the fire in her own heart,

Doubtless the melting pot will give
us more burning “Beckies” before all

the fires which have been smoldering
in the hearts of the oppressed of Eu-

tope for generations shall have burned
themselves out or befcre there
nothing in American life to make
food for these fames. As a portent
of the East Side woman of the future
then, Becky becomes a candidate for
analytical attention.

In what she has actually said in her
speeches in Printing House Square or
clsewhere there is nothing more
alarmingly radical than the utterances
of eminent women in public meeting

15

in regard to the Colorado and Mexi-

can wars. Yet hers have been the
opinions which have been greeted by
the majority of men and women with
alarm, anger and contempt. And that
is because she generates, without say-
ing it, a bitter hatred of all institu-
tions and situations which the major-
ity of us view with complacency, if
not glorifying satistaction.
Becky Is Short and Stocky.

She is a strong-faced girl, with a
good forehead and deep, keen brown
leyes, not at all the melting brown
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F REVOLUTIONS

In » Revolt Against Established Authority Young Women of

leyes of the poet or the soft, passion-
ate brown eyes of the south of Eu-
rope. Becky's eyes were built to
flash, not to weep. Add to the eyes
strong, regular features and a skin
which is a healthy brown and red and
you have the type, short, stocky,
“built for service.”

Listen to the explanation of her life
—the life that is like that of thousands
of young women—and remember that
| this is a young woman of twenty-one
or twenty-two only, roughly speak-
ing, a young woman the product of
a neighborhood house—the Ferrer
School—but a neighborhood house
which scws seeds of revolt instead of
those whose blossoms earn the com-
mendation of society,
| Upbraids Teacher.

Becky did not hear anarchistic talk
| a5 a child, but she began to practise it
in her own life from the days when
she wouldn't go to bed just because it
was time to and when she ran away
from heme just because she was told
not to. When she was twelve she
had her first clash with “authority.”
It was a case of the child who was
too smart in school. Becky got a dif-
ferent answer from that the teacher
had in a problem which dealt with
quarts and gallons

“I knew mine was right,” her ver-
«ion of it runs, “so I told that teach-
er she had forgotten to change the
quarts to gallons. She had, too. She
was much annoyed at my heresy. She
was one of those old-fashioned school
m'arms who thought her word was
law, you know. 1 was kept out of
school for three days, but then they
found out I wasn’t going to apologize
and they let me come back.

“My next encounter with estab-

ever, so impressed with the
ness of the authorities that |
more and more in sympathy wi the
revolutionary party here.
Could Mot Stand Discipling,

“I went one year to High Schoo,
and another to the Nurses' Tra
School, but I couldn't stand the tren
discipline of either. Since then 1 have
worked at various things, in
and as secretary of the Cloa
Union.” e -

Becky is bitter with the bitterng,
of the Industrial Worker of the Worlg
for all things capitalistic. There jy,
whole generation of bitterness be
tween her and Emma Goldman.

“There can be no understanding
this class war,” she said.

"I think settlements and those othe
near-charities are a menace to
working class, because they obseg
the issue. They make the poor thin'
they are getting something, when, 4
a matter of fact, all that the rich hyw
to give is the wealth that the pos
have earned and are by right entitle
to, any way.

“These rich women who come dowy
to the factories when there is 2 strijy
and dole out coffee, dressed in thoy
sands of dollars’ worth of furs, an
ridiculous. They cannot understand
The rich never can lerstand. The
sooner every one understands this §
a war, and not a ht of the sulks, the
better it will be for all

Suffrage Won't

un

Halp

“Woman suffrage won't help the la.
boring classes any, either. As soona
the women get the vote they will stan
making laws, while the trouble with
this country to-day is that we hive
too many laws alrcady. [ don't ses
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lished autherity was when I was four-
teen. The Russian revolution had
just broken out then and there was a
protest meeting held at the Manhat-
tan Lyceum. The police came with
clubs to break it up. They were bru
tal in their behavior to the people, not
giving them an opportunity to leave
the hall, even when they were trying
to do so.

| Arrested When a Child.

“One policeman tried to push me
downstairs, [ resisted him just be-
cause he was so officious. He ar-
rested me. | was then, remember, a
little girl with short skirts and hair
down my back. | was put in the same
cell in the 57th street court with
thirty street women, who were sodden
with drugs. The place was full ot
vermin. We had no beds to sleep on,
only wooden benches. 1 was kept
there three days until our f{riends
could get us out on bail. I was the
only woman arrested at that time, but
there were a large number of men

“When the case eventually came to
trial 1 was accused of “assault” upon
that 250-pound policeman. The case
| was dismissed at once. [ was, how-

MISS REBECCA EDELSON.

| what women want to make laws for,

I'd rather break them.”

And that is Becky’s philosophy=4
philosophy to which she hecomes
more and more attached and which
she goes out to Colorado to preach
anitaught, U
reasoning foreigners. What is bet
kind, a promise or a menace?
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