THE PASSING OF MRS. SNARK

D:awing by Frank Snapp

BHE final achievement of social position
may be lost at the last moment by the
shightest error of Jndgment. One smiall
mistake can be fatal, There dre some
preople who are like buasts ata fire. When
apparent disaster faces them they be-
come confused, and, blinded by the glare of
the flames, stampede madly to their doom.
Froderick Townsend Martin tells in his

The late
book, *Things I Remember,” of an ambitious American
girl in England whe, after vears of patient enginecring,

manageld to be presented to Rovalty.  She made a
stupid blunder in roval etiquette, and immediately
followed Her first faux pas with another, Her fate is
pictured in this tragic sentence, “The silly girl realized
that she had sinned against Society, which never fur-
gives fools. She made a hasty exit, and the waves of
the social sea closed over her forever.”  And such wis
the unfortunate fate of Mrs, Ira 1. Snark, a woman
whao started out with excellent chances of getting
into Society, but was her own worst enemy, whom I
tried in vain to save from being the victim of her own
folly.

1 cannot remember where T first met Mrs. Snark. ]
have a faint impression that it was either at French
Lick, or at the Hot Springs of Vieginia, or at the White
Sulphur, [ sometimes go to these health resorts; but
my purpose is always social, with a covert eye for busi-
soss,  But for a longer time than 1 would care w tell
Mrs, Snark had heen o babitual visitor at not only the
entire round of these plices in America, but aléo at
every notable spa on the Continent. [ have heard of
her at Vichy, at Ems, at Wiesbaden and St. Moritz,
and all in the same season. . Each of these cures has @
distinetive specialty,

One autumn she went through the heart treatment
at Nauheim, and then she was at Evian for chrome
gout, and before Christmas she ud gone out to another
resort for inflammatory rhenmatism,. And yet she
had time for a constderable stay in New York when
gatcties wore at their height; although at these ]Il.'l'lln.l!‘
I would now and then hear that she had been or was
abont té b operated apon by one of the most fashion-
able physicians for one of the Litest disonders in vogue.
1 omt the nature of her troable.  She
same,—a ilabby, jellv-like wo
pallid, with fadisd Blond bair, fishy eves, and a depre-
cating manner.  In these days she was timid and shonk-
ing, with the animation of a turtle.  She was profusely
grateful for even a nod of recopnition, and so sympa-
e met, when they were mgtually
nt, that through acraal
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in New York and began my business of securing social
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ning, she had been slowly paving her way. She had
iiscovered an untrodden path and made considerable
progress,

Between human beings, in their mutual aches and
disorders, real or imaginary, there is the closest bond.
The freemasonry of pain is omnipotent. We are always
more interested in our own ailments, and next to these
we are interested in those of other persons similarly
atllicted.  What a boon is a sympathetic listener amid
the dull surroundings of a sanatorium or a private hos-
pitall Through invalidism, then, had Mrs. Snark begun
sus realize her social aspirations.  She had now acquired
a working capital of friends and acquaintances. Flora
MeMasters would go over the hist and help her weed
them out, and then—a dash for the Pole!

I was right. That winter Mrs. Snark attained the
first two metropolitan steps to general recognition,—
the Social Register and a subseniption to Bagby's Musi-
cal Mornings. Later her name cropped out as patron-
ess of a number of fashionable charity entertainments,
anid T heard inadvertently that she had subscribed hib-
erally to many of these, She was now at the Plaza,
Flurin MeMasters gave a luncheon for her there, no
doubt financiered by her client, which was attended
by some excellent people. It was the usual Pilgrim's
Progress. T could not have conducted the campaign
hetter. T saw splendid opportunities in it, and could
scarcely hold my hands off.  But there is honor in the
tradittons of the growing profession of social promot-
inir, and thus far the game was Flora's,

HEN came the first little mistake. A brand new
house was taken at the court end of town, just off
the avenue and the park, and in the shadow of the
great Bellmore mansion, which commands the situa-
tion at thiz point.  Mrs, Snark bégan to entertain.
This was going a bit too fast. There was danger of a
CTOPPET,
Shortly aftér this move T was surprised to receive an
mvitation to a dinner with music afterward,  Mrs,
Spark was going 1o have an claborate housewarming.
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drawing room was about as cheery and homelike as that
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called “suvvengers.”™  She bombarded us wath gifts and
SUTPIISes, e ovsters to the wes, Footmen stood

rowith eolored tissue paper and nib-
wrap them un, and they grew in bulk as the din-
ner procecded) T remember among other things, pearl
; Il bBronze busts of the President of the
United States, and even manicure and shaving sots,
and umbrellas.  Each guest departed laden
Another crowd came for the music,
et wis imterpreted by arusts from the opera and a
young woman who whistled popular airs and imitated
ammals
_\\ hen 1 rook leave of my hostess | found her beaming
Wi delight,  She was an animated, transfigured Mrs.
Smark. She found a moment to whisper to me, how-
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*Come o tea tomormw afternoon,

on business of great importance.”

1 had bowled over Flora Mn‘.‘l.l'fl"l‘"
I left the Snark resudence with a voung Westornet, a
nber of one of my clubs, whom T was mancl surorsed
to find there, His name was Elliot Harvev, and he
noevted with a banking firm on Wall streer,

I must see vou

Was

By A SOCIAL PROMOTER

It seemed that he had known Mrs, Snark in other
days; but just then he was somewhat reticent about
her. It was from him 1 learned of the patent medi-

cine business.

HE Snark house by day was as unattractive as it
was by electric light. Its hostess received mein a
small, bare reception room, which reminded me of a
physician’s office. She had practically parted with
Flora McMasters., They had differed about the house,
the furniture, the liverics, and finally the dinner and
the gifts.

Mrs. Snark was indeed a changed woman, - From a
timid creature she had evolved into a mood that was
brazen, bold, and stubborn. She had completely lost
her head. Without much parley she unfolded to me a
plan of social campaign, which she wished me to eng-
neer—which was literally breaking into Society with
a crowbar, At first nothing was said about my com-
pensation. [ was wary about giving points; but I told
her honestly that she would have to put up a good
round sam, She had already made serious blunders by
the manner in which she entertained, She would have
to lie low for awhile. Even if she had a large fortune,
Society required something more than that. [ con-
gratulated her on the foundation she had built, the
many friends she had made during her pilgrimages to
health retreats, and tried to show her where she was
undoing much of her good work, In case [ took her
up, 1 must have absolute charge and no opposition
from her,

She laughed in my face. She wanted to begin at
Newport. When I told her that this move was impos-
sible she calmly informed me that she had already
taken a villa on Bellevue avenue there, and that it
would be *Pike's Peak or bust.”

Just then—I shall never forget it—I saw that we
were not alone.  Someone else had ghided into the room.
If I had been a believer in spirits or fairies, 1 could not
have been more startled, Standing between me and
the door was a voung girl, a dream of youth in all 1=
bioyant springtime. [ thought she was the m
beautiful creature I had ever seon. [ gazed abso.
lutely speechless at this apparition until I was rudely
awakened by the hard bur of Mrs, Snark, who was
rough on her R's.

*Why, Darrter, where did you conmie from?”
then to me, “This is my darrter Rruby.”

Her daughter? Impossible! How could such a
woman—Ruby! Gracious! what a name! It sounded
like the heroine of a weak, old-fashioned ballad, wh
seatterad dried flower: through the leaves of hrown-
covered books, Where had this gir]l been? Why had |
never heard of her before?  The voice that responded
to my greeting was low and sweer, and the curtsy that
followed, when she was bade by her mather to run of
to Fraulein, was a marvel of gquaint grace. But the
secret was out.  Here was eaposed the nivstery of
Mrs. Snark’s indomitable insistence upon shining i
Soctety. [ did not blame her. She had a stellar at-
traction,  But, for all that, Newport, with its jealous
muothers with d;mghtrrs o marry, and its '._r‘.‘u,ﬁ.l‘
against new people, was no place from which to make
a start.

[ was willing to do much for little—Mrs. Snark’s idea
of terms and expenditures being below my lowest £

-to be near Ruby, as [ actually found myseli falling in
love. T offered to come to Mrs. Snark’s assistance
time that she might need advice, and this was somet!
1 should never have done for anvone else.
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HAVE said that the Snarks lived in the shadow of the
great Bellmore mansion.  In fact, among other
preposterons plans hinted at by Mrs. Snark was some-
t!_nu.;: to the r:{n-pt of securing the netghborly good offices
of -m!. *Lady™ Bellmore, as she was generally called, for
the Newport campaign,  Someone compared the Bell-
mare residence to o gprim fortress commanding Fifth
avenae, with Lady Bellmore standing on its battlements
and budding datly defiance to the onward march of trade
toward her castle as well as to the onslaughts of social
‘]mﬂu-rx. Perhaps not s dominant in Society as was
the late Mrs. Astor, Lady Bellmore was nevertheles a
r,h-,.‘.. power.  She was a descendant of the colomal
Duteh  patpeon Riner van Revewvk, and was an
aristocrat of the aristocrats. The first known Bell
Mare was the maker of the familv’s fortunes, and he
:, :j:‘\"l  oldtime cugenics,  His wife had come
A poor but excesdhingly  proud Kmckerbocker

famaty

In each sucooading generation the wealthy Bellmores
‘-f'f Made alliances with blasd and race, and in *Bevie®
(st tor Bevewyk) Bellmore, the foarth in his line, the
Mol strain had  disappeared.  He was a good-
matured, harmless, heavy voung man, a little spoiled by



