
SWARMING PEDLERS FURNISH A PUZZLE HARD TO SOLVE
Street Venders Who Make Market Places of City s Highways, Often to the Prejudice of

Health and Traffic* Are Harassed Rather than Regulated at Present.They
Belong to a Thousand Categories and Comparatively Few of

Them Bother About Gettinor Licenses.

H» of, M. HOrC.HTON.
P( M OLD FATHKK KNICKERROCKER il

forever discovering that one sort of con

gestion bcRets another. Now- that he hai

too many people and too high rents en«

.»luch street traffic, he finds that these vet«

thing** have bred a great surplus of street venders
i» peripatetic trading delies regulation, ob

s;met* traffic and cn«lan»gcrs the public health
just one thing after another in the life

of our justly celebrated municipal parent.
it is inevitable, of course, that the streets oi

the richest and most crowded city in the worl«

should become market places The purchasinff
represented by the restle.-s multitude?

which throng them offers too great a bait to th«

.g instinct so dominant in New York's popu
But eve*i more compelling are the ex

¡nt rents which storekeepers must stuff into

their price« The horse nnd was-on, the push¬
cart, the street stand or the basket pay little 01

Im* "it vender can undersell the

seep*»i. therefore, and hence he tills a de-
, led »ccnomic want which will kpep him in'the

* .is long as the housewife counts her

I.H' IAVE LITTLE Y VHP FROM THE
TRAFFIC BVANPPOINT.

Vow, t'iere i« no dmibt in the world that the
s of Noiv York offer a much more pletu-

.nee because of the presence of
highway traders scattered by thousands

,-hout her length and breadth. But pedlers
»: help the prer-ress of the lire apparatus
ng to the cor.fliiirratior., or speed up the

»rested vehicular traffic, or, for that matter.

real of the night worker, whose dreams
a summer morning are troubled with the blare

of the sc;»sors-grinder's bucle, the nasal wail of
ike ra-a-sh clo's collector, the hurdy-irurdyV
metallic raetime or the hoarse sing-song of th«

nj-«n who sell vegetables or fruit or flowers from
a driverless wagon. From the blind man selling

-»oils sr.d shoestrings up throuph bootblack.
newsboy, street faker, pushcart pedler to and in¬

cluding the fruit stand man armed with his
feattur duster, it is a tribe which seems always
u'-'dei foot because to be so constitutes its stoc't

ad*?.
Th««n as a menace to health perhaps the night

broken slumber should be mentioned in
this connection) the pedlers of foodstuffs and of

itbes occupy a shelf by themselves. Grocery
ard butcher shops, lelicatessen emporiums, ice

«ream Darlolv*. all the Countless dispensaries of
food which have roofs over them and pay rent can

be and are inspected from time to time by Health
Départaient Sweatshop? and clothing
.«to: ibmit to a certain amov.n:: of su¬

pervision in this respect. Put nobodv knows
w'iere the pu.-hcart pedler keeps over night the

ejjgs or the flak < r the vegetables he has been
uuabtv to «lispose of, or where he purchased or

where h» irarments he offers daily for
the ninute inspection of would-be customers, li¬
ability to move his store about at will also pre¬
cludes r.n> sy.-tematic inspection of his wares ai

they are affered for sale on his cart. In fact, the
hi-- to-day no effective check either on the

number* or character of its oushcart pedlers, on

whom hundreds of thousands of its poorer t.

t dwellers depend largely for their supplies.
It is the mi-heart pedler who presents by far

the greatest problem. The Bureau of Licenses
¡video the pedlers to whom it issues license«,
three ciñeses horse and wagon, pushcart

and ba.-ket. To all three classes ¡t has issued .1

total of f.417 licenses, but Morris D. "»Valdtnan,
heacl of the I'nited Hebrew Charities, estimates

?he street, provided each one changed its loca¬
tion at twentv-minute intervals. Hut this law
wns never enforced and th« entire report of the
commission was pigeonholed.

Then, in the summer of 1912, a special SOW
mittee of the Board of Aldermen, headed '.> V

«lermnn Brush, used its microscopes on this
troublesome specimen of the human species, and
in December of the same your Mayoi Qaynor ap-

forters, to be sold cheap to mnke new mattresses.
The genial Italian woman who presides over the

display at the cornet explains in dagoes«* thnt in
the winter she washes clothes and in the sum¬

mer she «ells them, not necessarily the same

clothes, of course.

She points then with satisfaction to the grand
'jumble of dresses «lid shoes, hits of fur, tinsel,
ol«! hats and at least one sample of every gar-

through a strict senre of duty a' mixcil heap of
fish heads, watermelon rinds, decayed peaches and
other debris lying at the curb, the aftermnth of a

brisk trade. And swarming over the street in

shrill piny are smutty-faced, half naked children,
while their parents sit on the doorsteps or lean
fr«im the tenement windows. As far west as

Madison av. the gutWr of that street impregnates
the evening with its fetid odor of accumulated

1 a commission to »perform the «am«
The .Mayor wrote one of his pithy letters to this
commission, which consisted of R. A. (V Smith,
chairman; Louis E. Miller. Morris D. Wnldman,
Michael Fur.-t and Wi'iiani A. Cokeley. saying:
"The number of pushcarts in some localities

seriously interrupts traffic on the streets. The
later of them also k«eps t rty. Their
business also interferes with the busin«
neighboring shopkeepers, who pay rents. In
many coses, hew-ever, these pushcart proprietors
are »paying large rent to abutting land owners for
p-rmission to have their pushcarts stand there.

.i' no reason why this should be s(). Should
it be permitted to continue? Are there too many
pushcarts? Should they continue in the
or should the city tf.ke them off the streit- and
provide markets or sheltered places for then to
stand i'? It is for you to open up the whole
subject."

Well, both the aldernianic committee and the

.x.N OPEN-AIR MARKET ON THE EAST SIDE.

niTit that a human being of either sex might
wear spread about on the sidewalk for Isek of «

stand. Pai ticularh well preserve«! garments,
some of the most intimnte nature, ar«' effectively
displayed on a line bung against the /ana ?

it vou exercised a little patience in bargaining
muí could buy from her a pair of shoes for five
cents, a coat for a quarter or a bit of silk for two

cents. Ar.d it would all be pure pro'it to th<- ex¬

pansive proprietress, for, as she explains, the
clothes are given to her in winter by the people
for whom sh.1 washes. She saves them up for the
summertime, and while her patrons are away at

tl s sea !'ho re supports herself until their return

elli'*.g their cast-off clothing.

IT EXPLAINS THE HIGH DEATH KATE OF
THE 01 AIM'Elt.

Picture to yourseli the dirt of the stieet on

which these garments rest and try to imagine
the dirtiest corner of a dirty room to which she
trundles them off for safekeeping at night and
vou may begin to realize why the foreign born

population is noted for its high death rate. And
it may make vou wonder why the diseas«-s they
contract don't spread with more frequency into
those parts of the city inhabited by what we an

pleased to term the average New Yorker.
The scene shifts to one of the side streets just

above 110th st., running west to Fifth av. It is
a hot summer's night. The pushcart proprietors
have pushed their carts homeward, but the street

cleaners have not yet arrived. One approaches

refus», an«l these men, women and children
breathe it.
At »be height of the trading hours in thfs street

i' is a eommon thing to see crates of fruit bal¬
anced on the top of overflowing garbage «-.¦¦

to see piles of clothing spilling over on to the
refuse. It is here, too, that eggs are bought by
the smell. A woman approaches a small stand,
otie of the many abutting from a small shop or a

tenement house entrance. On this stand «ire iev¬
en! boxen of eggs advertised at different prices.
'I he cn'eful housewife picks up one of the most

expensive, aay "ten for 1 "> eents," being attracted
by the primitive eulogy of their freshness emerg¬

ing in print from their midst. She finds a crack
in the shell and then she sniffs at i» uppraisir.gly.
»SOLID KO\v I PON HOW OP PUSHCARTS

LINED IP.
This street, like so many on the lower East

Side, is a typical pushcart street. The roadway
is narrowed to a little lane in the middle between
solid rows of pushcarts lining either curb. The
sidewalks are only wide enough for two persons
to walk abreast because of the innumerable flimsy
wooden stands which nestle against the tenement

houses and shops and protrude forward as far as

their proprietors dare. Some of the stands are
old baby carriages and others simply boxes

porehdd on convenient garbage cans. It is said
that the proprietors of these stands pay rent to

the storekeepers or tenement house proprietors
in the front of whose buildings they carry on

their business. In front of one store on the lower
East Side as many as ten stands were counted.
And some of these streets are fir« streets.

It is the pr'-sence of the pushcart men which
induces the erection of these stands. The push¬
cart pedlers make a given street their market
place, and consequently attract to that street a

much larger that*, normal crowd of shoppers. Im¬

mediately the stands spring up to get their share
«»I customers in the crowd. Let the pushcart men

make their retulezvous elsewhere and the stands
would most of them \anish, too.

When Theoilore Bingham was Police Commis¬
sioner he settled the problem for a large part of
Harlem beautifully by corralling all the pushcart
pedlers in the region under the New York Cen¬
tral viaduct, in Park av. There, unmolested and
ir comparative contentment, they plied their
trades for two years, much to the satisfaction of
every one concerned. But shortly after Commis-
>;«>ner Cropsey took office complaints began pour¬
ing in to the effect that in permitting these men

to remain under the viaduct the Commissioner
ami breaking the 'aw, which provided that they
should be allowed to use the city streets only if
they kept moving constantly. Mr. Cropsey found
it necessary, therefore, to abolish this eminently
satisfactory open air market and scatter the push-
carters once more.

But out of this successful experiment of Gen¬
eral Hingh-im's has arisen the recommendations
of both the aldermanic committee and the com-

AT HER PLACE OF BUSINESS.

that Manhattan has between 5,500 and 6,000 push
cart riedlers alone, and Mr. \Valdman knows as

much about the pushcart situation as any one in
the (ity. This means that considerably less than
half the pushcart pedlers in the city have licenses
tt30", to be exact.
Mavor McClellan had the pushcart pedler in-

«..»tigaud in 1006 by a commission. This com-
.¦ »recommended allowing four pu-thc*»-

« block h those congested ..treets in which they
naturally »bound. th«-«e four to stand twenty feet

.y ^«torneT in each case. In the less cr«

B£*t* »t-Afc» propos.d to let them stand all along

»Gayaar administration made extended visits to
the pushcart sections, to the lower East Side, to
Greenwich Yillage and to Harlem, to see, to hear
Hiid to smell, and they saw und heard and smelt
what any normal citizen in the possession of his
faculties could see and hear and smell to-day, two

years later, in those very regions.
Let us take up first the Italian "market," which

begins at Pint a*.*, and JlO'h st. and spreads
northwaid. The sidewalk there is bordered with
* dirt pathway, and on this dirt pathway are

^.rea«' all manner of second hand clothes and
çi'as of dirty cotton wadding, taken from old com-

A_

OLD AGE IS NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT
By W. B. BLAKE.

U-ar 0! I am this day fourscore and five
V years old. And yet I am as strong
f A this day as I was in the day that

UOSOS -ent me; as my strength was

then, even so is my strength now, for war. both
to go out and to come in." So spoke Caleb, the
SON of Jephunneh and Dr. Holmes quoted his
words in his "last paper on old age." written
when he was himself four score years of age,
and named as nonogenarians who retained their
faculties Lord Lyndhurst, Sidney Bartlett anil

»ah Quiney. 1 am not perfectly sure who
Bartlett and Lyndhurst were, but we all of us

remember that (luiney was president of Harvard
College und Mayor of Boston, and some of us

remember hi« marble effigy that stands in San-
«ler's Theatre. Cambridge, dominating its acad¬
emic stage. If Holmes were living to-day he
might name among his vigorous old men Glad¬
stone, Walt Whitman and himself to say noth¬
ing of John Burroughs and William de Morgan,
both of whom survive. Metchnikoff holds that old
age is a spectic disease that can be put off to
one hundred and fifty years, and tells us that it
is "repulsive at present because it is devoid of
its true meaning; is full of egoism and narrow¬

ness." According to him, "the physiological old
age of the future will be something very differ¬
ent. Perhaps it will be more like the hale an¬

tiquity of Caleb, son of Jephunneh.
The rarity of old folks is one of the things

that strikes visitors to New York, _nd "I sup¬
pose there is no place in the country where
people have such a dread of growing old as

here," writes "Alcide" to a New York newspaper,
I wonder. Old age has cei:..!nly been dreaded
by the poets and prose writers, from the time
of the Greek anthologists down to Pierre Loti.
Sainte-Beuve scored Chateaubriand for dreading
the engulfing wave of years and for feeling en-

n"i even in his mother's womb; but this senti¬
ment was no invention of Rene's -any more than
it was Guy «le Maupassant's. Morbidity about
growing old is very far from being a woman's
complaint, in spite of all the jokesmiths have
«aid; perhaps it is in most casen only a reflex

from unwise living. The Concourt« tell in their
journal of a white-haired patron of the Cafe
Riche, in Paris. The, waiter recited his list of
dishes, then uttered the hackneyed formula:
.'.Monsieur desire -?" "1 wish," faltered the

old man; "1 wish- that I wished something!"
For youth is desire. . Perhaps the old
rana hadn't wanted the best things in his youth.
Most of us don t.
Not long ago Dr. Eliot, of Harvard, passed his

eightieth birthday. According to my Boston news-

naper he celebrated the day as he celebrates all
other fair ones--by bicycling. I remember that
when ! was an undergraduate at Harvard Presi¬
dent Eliot was only seventy then I used to meet
him returning from his matutinal bicycle ride a*,

the moment when I was making my desperate
«lash to Memorial Hall in the hope of reaching
the door of the college commons before it closed
for the morning between me and breakfast. That
was at 0 o'clock. It always gave me a slight
shock of shame to think that this distinguished
elder of mine had breakfasted so long before me,
and had already done his daily stint of exer¬

cises, and was returning now to take up the seri¬
ous work of the day at a time when my own eyes
were still heavy with sleep. But then, I thought
to myself, I am still \oung. There is plenty of
tl.ne left fat acquiring good habits. I might
have known better! One grows worse instead of
improving in this matter of rising. My only com¬

fort now is to recall.old Sam Johnson's resolu¬
tions. A!most every new year he repeated them. .

But lying fibed was his weakness to the very last.
¦«Vnd he didn't live to Dr. Eliot's age, either.

It is curious how those who grow old ascribe
their long life to some crotchet of theirs which
they share, as a matter of fact, with men who
are booked for shorter Eves, that may or may not
prove merrier. We ill know the ancient teeto¬
taler who ascribes his preservation to his absti¬
nence. Most of us know his contemporary who
ha« drunk whiskey every day from his twentieth
year and thinks his steady use of distilled spirits
is .vhat har kept him safe and sane. It is the
same way with tobacco and red flannel under¬
wear, taking exercise and wearing B V D's. But
«f a man thinks it helps him somehow to flood
his inside« with sour milk or plunge himself
into ice water, and he survives this rough treat¬
ment, why disillusionize him? He may as well
live a short life and a merry one after his own
perverted fancy, and he harms no one else unless
there are women and children dependent on him
for sustenance. Dr. Eliot has the right of it,
however, when he names as the habits most con¬
ducive to long life and activity "moderation In
eating, a full allowance of sleep and no regular

use of any stimulant whatever." Harvard's ex-

presideal used to drink wine in moderation; now¬
adays, at s time of life when many men have
taken up drinking "for medicinal purposes," he
has put the taboo upon alcohol, along with tea
and coffee.

It is doubtful if any beverage but water was
evor of much consequence to him; he has never
needed them. The word temperance is written
in his clear eye and steady hand and erect car¬

riage. If Dr. Eliot had never made Harvard a
great university, and in large measure directed
the educational progress of America along the
lines of development it followed for two genera¬
tions in school and college, he would all the same
be a master man by reason of his qualities of
mind and body. But hi- character and his health
have been built on one rock. There is no
cure-all for moral or mental or physical diseases;
no one valid prescription for growing old grace¬
fully and well. One is likely to succeed in the
job aU the better for realizing these facts-and
trying to be tolerant of others.

But if there is no cure-all there is at least
wisdom of life. 1 have been reading the "Col¬
loquies" of Erasmus, where some one observes
that he would grow old "with the tiresomeness
.of living so long in the same place," though it
were Rome itself. Here is the answer:

The cnanging of Place has indeed somethingrf Pleasure in it; but then, as for long Travels,tho' perhap« they may add to a Man's Experience,yet they are liable to a great many Dangers. 1
seem to myself to travel over the whole World
in a Map, and can see more in Histories than ifI had rambled through Sea and Land for TwentyYears together, as 1'lysses did. I had a littleCountry-House about two Miles out of Town,and there, sometimes, if a Citizen, 1 became aCountry-Man, and having recreated myself there,I return again to the city, a new Comer, andsalute «i.nd am welcomed as if I had returnedfrom the new-found Islands.

To which the interrogator: "Don't you ever
assist Nature with a little Physick?"
Answer: I never was let Blood, or took Pills

nor Potions in my life yet. If I feel any Dis¬order coming upon me, i drive it away with sparediet or the Country Air.
Here is the modern view. Not drugs, but mod¬

eration; not nurgings, but fresh air. It is not
the things we want to do that hurt us, generally
speaking, but the things we force ourselves to
do. We can't literally go "back to nature" at
least we can try to remember her addres-.

mission appointed by Mayor Oaynor to study the
question. Both reported in the spring of |U{
year and both favored the setting apart of arete*
like that under the Park «v. viaduct, where th«

pushrart trade could be segregated, the sp_w'
under the Manhattan and William«burg br d?M|
for example; the E««ex Market Court building
etc. L'nfortunately for the inclusion of the «pace
under the Central track« in Park av. in the
scheme, the Corporation Counsel gave it as his,
opinion that it would be illegal to permit any 1

permanent occupation of thi« thoroughfare.
Mayor Gaynor died before he had an oppor- <

tunity to pass upon the legislation based upon
these report«. Mr. McAneny, then Pre«ident of«
»he Borough of Manhattan, promised to take the
matter up after the campaign, but he then be-ï
came President of the Board of Aldermen and it

passed out of hi« juridiction. Borough Preii.';
dent Marks has included the pushcart problem
in the broader one of market« in general and i« \
a» present bu«y trying to hit upon a solution
which will harmonize with one of the whole mar- «3
ket «ituation. Mr. Waldman is one of his »d.
visers.

In the meantime, however, pedlers of all de-

scription«- continue to increase in number. He.

spite the restrictions which the Bureau <-' I,>

cense« places about the granting of a license. If

they find it impo«»iblc to procure licenses th«7
launch forth without th»m, paying M**f«*U«1 9*\*
money in a good many instance« to tho«<<

present scamps who profess to have political in¬

fluence and who pocket the money. Mr. Wald¬

man thinks under the present system it would be
well to abolish license« altogether and let »ht
street vender« increase at will, since the e

of licenses seems to !«r»d itself so readily to this

particular form of petty graft. He exonerates the
police, who as a rule, he thinks, are too manly a

lot to stoop to "shaking down" pushcart pedlei
"It increases our task of Americanizing

grants tremendously," he explained, "if they are

continually confronted with this ability to brealc
the l"w with impunity if only they bribe some

one. Conine- from Russia, they shrug their shoul¬
ders and say, 'It is Russia all over again.' "

FOUND WEIRD CONDITIONS IN REGARD T(»
LICENSES.

Mr Walflman, as president of the United He¬

brew Charities, has had occasion often to recom¬

mend needy pensioners, incapacitated for ordinary
labor, for pushcart licenses. Under the Gaynor
regime he ran up against the bureau's policy,
adopted in MJ06, of issuing no new licenses, on

the ground that it must discourage the incr.a «

of such pedlers for obvious reasons. Mr. Wahl«
man. therefore, embarked on a private investiga¬
tion of the holders of licenses and in a short
time unearthed at least a hundred cases in which
the licensee was dead, or was no longer using his
license, or was renting out a string of pushcarts
on the strength of his one license, or in some way
or other had disposed of or greatly abused the

privilege it conferred. He had these l.cense"
transferred to his own worthy proteges.

1'nder the Mitchel administration there
clined to be greater liberality in the matter of
issuing licenses, but still the number of str I
venders grows faster than the number of
licensees. As proof positive of this, regard for a

moment the total number of licenses issue»! ti

Manhattan to basket pedlers -814! Under this

category come all the street fakers, it mu»t a

remembered, as well as the immigrant women

who sell big German pretzels, the Armenian wora-

. n who «ell lace, the boys who sell flowers and
. *. n the Llind men who sell pencils, and shoe¬

strings, every one, in fact, whose street waros

may be, whether they are or not, included il a

basket Somet'me? there seem to be almost as

many Street fakirs a.- this alone on Nassau d
Ann sts. in the noon hour or on a Saturday a*-- r-

noon.
The street fakers' point of view with regard to

licensee may be aptly illustrated by the remarks
of one of their number, who explained recently
that if one had no license and business was poor
he could easily become arrested and be sent over
to Blackwell's Island for a much needed rest and
a steady diet.
And in all of Manhattan there are only eighty-

six organ grinders licensed! Here is one of our

most familiar types of street vender. The term

"organ grinder" includes, of course the more ai*

HIS (RUTHES HELP TO
TRADE BRISK.

MAKE

vaneeci hurdy-gurdy grinder as well as the exag¬
geratedly pathetic old woman who teases forth
the "Miserere" from a little box on one stich
while she rolls her eyes to heaven and holds out
her free hand. The number of licenses for organ
grinders is limited by law in Manhattan to five
hundred, but in view of the small number actually
issued it is safe to say your average seienader
finds it safe enough to set forth upon his con¬
quests ».-ithout paying his $1 fee.

But the basket pedler and the organ grinder
haven't yet become problems like the pushcart
¦".an, and largely because they do not fill anything
like as large an economic void. The pushcart has
solved the high cost of living problem to a largo
degree for the tenement dweller. Despite their
irresponsibility, it is true that the fruit and
vegetable« which these pedlers sell so much more*
cheaply than the stores are as a rule fresh, since
they usually dispose of all they buy from the
wholesaler each day, having no facilities for their
storasre over niKht. They sell. too. the «reatest
conceivable variety of household commodities,
purchased cheaply at auction sales and from sur¬

plus stocks and sold way below the standard
prices.

In other words, though they need regulation,
¦th«* should not be hurassed. ,


