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THE HOUSE OF KRUPP-A STEEL PROP OF THE KAISER’S THRONE

The Great Concern Which Has Equipped Germany's Army with
Death-Dealing Engines Had Its Inception in the Cottage .
and the Forge of Friedrich and Alfred Krupp.

By P. A. HUTCHISON.
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qach victories have been achieved through sheor
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they have been the result of some preponderating
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industry was spread out below-—ncre upon scre
of smoke blackened buildings, a wilderness of
stack and chimneys from which smoke curlod,
and, over all, the pall of smoke shot with the
rays of the afternoon sun.

Then the road made « sharp turn, and we en-
tered the spacious grounds of the estate, now
relling along avenues nrched with great trees, now
skirting undulating lawns where peacocks strut-
ted. At las the villa (“paloce” would be more
fitting) was in aight, hug.v and square, Itulian
Rennissance In atyle, of marble, with wide marble
steps leading emsily to the arched doorways. It
being summer, there were no guesta except Frau
Krupp's artist brother, the HBuron von Ende, of
Munich, and his wife. But for this | was not
sorry, as 1 had ecome to meet the family of the
eannon king, not princes or diplomats. After
coffee—the Germans ingist on their afternoon
coffee, us the English insist on their afternoon
tea- in company with the seeretary and Friulein
Bertha (now Frau Krupp von Bohlen) | was
driven to the works,

Now in the hands of & woman (for Frau Krupp
von Bohlen is the head of the firm), curiously
enough, the great Krupp plant was founded by a
woman—at least, all the vast enterprise of to-day
is the direct result of the enforced entry into the
iron business of Amelie, widow of one Hermann
Krupp, of Essen, more than a contury ago. This
Hermunn Krupp, who seems to have been a pros-
perous merchant, had held a mortgage on n small
foundry in the nearby village of Sterkrade, and the
widow, to protect herself, found it necessary to
buy in the property and to operate it. After eight
unsuccessful years she was herself obliged to
sell. In the meantime, however, her grandson,
Friedrich. had lenrned the trade of ironworker
ut her little plant, aad when that was disposed of
he determined to go into the business for him-
solf Accordingly, he a small
en forge at Essen, where now the great plant
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Washington Frothingham, like Paul of Tursus,
was small of stuture, but & giant in intellect. His
knowledge of books and men was & veritable en-
dia of information, classic and modern,
he hud his fads and hobbies like all great
swimming. UCalling
he was then eighty-
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and yet
pecple. One of
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small, Krupp's money was rapidly disappearing
An unfortunate purtnership formed in 1816 had
cost dearly, for Krupp, in order to dissolve it, had
been obliged, under the law, to pay heavily for
that privilege. His enterprise was on the verge of
ruin. He was foreed to soll the substantinl family
house and to move into & story and & half cottage
beside his forge,

This cottuge is atill preserved, just inside the
entrance to the modern plant, as being the most
fitting memorial possible Lo the patienee, perse
verance and genius of Friedrich Krupp, In 1473
the son, alfred, placed sbove the doorwny a tab
let smying in part:

“Fifty yoars ago this lnborer's cotlage gave o
refuge to my parents. May no workman of ours
ever experience the sorrow which was theirs!
May it increase respect for small demiciles and
sympathy for the great cares that often dwell
The goal of labor should be the
for then labor brings hlessings,

therein.
common good
for then 'te labor is to pray.'"”

Oinly four yenrs after the pronouneement from
Berlin on the superiority of his steel Friedrich
Krupp, still under forty, but worn out by pov
erty, disappointment and toil, died,
Alfred wos the cldest of

leaving =
wife and four children
these children.

But fourteen years of age, Alfred had already,
out of school hours, libored beside his father, He
could handle the erucible and work the forge
And to him had been confided the precious se-
When the will was read it

eret of carting steel
was found that the mother was to continue the
estoblishment under the name “Friedrich Krupp,”
with Alfred as manager. So the lad put aside his
books and buckled down. For
earned barely enough to pay his workmen, al-

fifteen years he

though they numbered but ten and the maximum

e was ahout 18 eents o day. “Potatoes, heans
d bread,” he afterward wrote, “were my only
re. No meat. And 1 had no other recompense
thar the consciousness of duty done”
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HE BECOMES THE MOST CELEBR ATED METAL
WORKER OF THE WORLI.
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In this decude, maoreover, Krupp became the
most renowned metal worker of world, e

hud hitherto
first place

ns w

complishing in two directi

heen believed impossibilities, I
he increased the size of steel ¢
lievable degrecs Castings weoig
been held the maximum that could be
Krupp exhibited in London in 1861 & steel casting
weighing two tons And ut Paris in

hibited a casting weighing five Even more im-
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and so been enabled to keep up with his improve i ! n 184 4 comparative test of the two
ments, the story of 1870 might have been die i anged  at the proving
ferent. £ A it ¢ Prussian officers
It was in the early days of our Civi War thut y concealment ol their expectations as o
Krupp revolutionized big gan making Huad e " P Krupp slone was not aston
side known of and adopted } inve I hed, for | in led, not only in securacy and
quickly would the war huse close 1t Krupp's big e it endursnce as well, From that day
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thetr=" it was no idie phrase
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numbered fully 15,000, Goods
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There was deviation from this rule Thus a
preminm yn thrift, on independence
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ook e wve been written on
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days he was the richest man
His magnifi-
commoner

alike, and to all he remained, and insisted on re-
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eent he was open to prince an

maining, Herr Krupp

In the |ate T0's he began to participate less se-
tively in the affairs of the “firm,” a8 it was
en'led, although up to that time he himself had
been the firm s was from no weakness of
age, for he was hule his years. He wished

the plant to become independent of him and %o

elf. Thin ¢

learn to go on by

Ange In organi-
zation was eventually brought about, Friedrich,
Alfred Krupp's son, snd In her turn his grand-
dRughter Hertha, being but presidents over oourds
of directors rather than owners

Alfred Krupp died in 1887, and was buried from

the “laborer’s seen his early

spttage” that i
Prdbubly net in the

struggies history of the

world has there been another industrisl monarch
of wide influenee—unless, perhaps, it be
Edison, Yet if & new Dante should write & new

“Inferno,” and that Dante's sympathies were wich
the Allies, he probably would consign the line
of Krupps to the lowest i
neutrality allows us to apprecinte schievement &a

Fortunately war
achievement and to feel mightiness of mind, cour-

sgeous will, whatever the reglt,
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