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One Act of Justice to the Rail-
roads Should Be Followed by
Others.

in most quarters that public
opinion won a striking moral victory in the rail-
The material benefits to the
vet they will not

You can purchase m
TRIBUNE with shsolute

It is cu:u‘(‘d(‘tl

road rate decizion.
railroads will be considerable,
in themselves restore the proper balance between
railroad investments and earnings. The increases
allowed in rates will bring in £50,000,000, accord-
ing to some calculations, and only £30,000,000, ac-
cording to others. That an addition of this sort
t6 the revenues of the carriers is inadequate ap-
pears from the interstate Coramerce Commis-
sion's own statement.

Since 1908 the railroads in the official classifi-
cation territory—that is, those affected by Fri-
dav's decision-—have increased their property in-
rc;tmon: £1.309,000,000, The surplus for 1908,
after deducting $102,000,000 paid in dividends,
was $47.000,000, whereas for the last fiscal year
the dividends paid, amounting to 2118,000,000,
drew on the accrued surplus to the extent of
£8.200,000. The new investment, instead of earn-
ing £78,000,000 a year, 1s earning only £8,000,000,
Lust year there was an actual shrinkage in ac-
crued surplus of $74,578,288, and that eccurred
in spite of the fact that the railroads had ci:
down maintenance charges to a point where a
rapid depreciation of plant and equipment was
threatened.

Other increases in rates will be required to
overcome the long drain of increased taxes, in-
creased wages, renovations in equipmen’ and the
higher cost of all railroad materials on the earn-
ing power of the railroads. Since 1908 every
new law paszsed by Congress or a state legislat-
ure, practically every order of the federal com.
mission and of the state commissions and every
wage arbitration has worked to cut down rail-
voad earnings. TL2 stockholders were asked to
make good ever
Friday's decision, although it does less than jus.
tice to the railroads, at least holds out the promise
of & new policy of offsetting additional demands

advance in the cost of operation.

oc the carriers by opening to them additional
sources of revenue, and in that respect it is the
harbinger of a new era of equity and sanity in
government reguliution.

The eommission has now accepted in principle
the theory that regulation should work both waya.
If it restricts the liberty of the railroads to seek
compensation in higher rates for increased cost
charges, due to legislation, wage arbitrations or
economic upheavalz, it must do for the carriers
what they are not allowed to do for themselves,
It must be a guardian as well as a disciplinarian,
the
s..ow that it is =oming around to a rational no-
“We ecannot view with

Two admissions in commigsion's report
tion of its own functions.

favor any attempt to obtain an increase in net
evenue through unduly restricted expenditure
won maintenance,” iz one of these admissions.
Hitherto the commission has not been greatly
concerned how the railroads met new burdens,
:0 long as they met them out of their own treas-
uries. The other admission (which we cited yes-
tarday) Is: “If we are to set rates that will af-
ford reasonable remuneration to these carriers,
we must give some consideration to the increascd
lire of capital as well as other increased costs.”
Thet would be the merest axiom in any scientific
and rational system of regulation. But coming
from the present commission it sounds like a
sensational rediscovery of a long buried truth.

Governmental regulation has been on trial be-
fure public opinion for a couple of years past.
The public has become thoroughly dissatisfied
with the purely destructive method of regulation.
Had the commission not vielded in time, public
opinion would have lezislated it out of office. Now
there is hope for a modus rivendi. The commis-
sion would be in a position to do more good if its
powers werc enlarged so as to make referable to
it all wage awards and all legislation inereasing
the costs of railroad cperation. Such mensures
should go into effect only after the commission
has provided the additional revenue out of which
1+ meet their cost. Then regulation would be-
come really two sided and the balance could be
better maintained between the services expected
o the railroads and the return which the public

ought in fairness to make f-r those services,

Nearing a Solution of the Baft Case.

The recent activity of the police in the Baff
case promises to yield vesults. Mr. Delehanty,
acting District Attorney, promises to-morrow an
indictment of the alleged murderer of the poul-
tryman who was shot down in front of his
market nearly a month ago. Commissioner
Woods's men have under arvest several men
whose eonnection with the case is that of “mate-
rial witness,” and the drag-net is still being

worked. So there is excellent prospect of clear-
ing up this case and punishing the cowardly
murderers.

The Police Department and the District Attor- |

ney's office are to be congratulated on making
The crime was one of the most

such progress.
It was

cowardly and revolting in recent years.
manifestly murder for hire, and almost as cer-

wainly murder inspired by the victim's business |

1 r

enemies. Failure in this case would have been
disastrous in two directions. It would have been
taken by the gangmen as evidence that the police
could not cope with them, and therefore would
have served as an incentive to fresh oulrages.
It would have been taken by a certain brand of |
“business man” as warrant for any form of
fawbreaking up to and including murder in fur-
therance of business gain.

The city cannot tolerate encouragement ol‘!
oither the gangman or his business associates. |

ful foree against gangs and for the purification |
of business methods in certain lines of trade.

Fate's Sequel to the Cleary Acquittal.
William V. Cleary will not have to pay th
penalty for his act—under the law. A tender-

|
)

stirred by the cheap conventionalities of his
lawyer's claptrap about “protection of the home"
and “guarding a daughter’s virtue," has unwisely
acquitted him of murder in shooting the boy just
come to tell of marrying his daughter.
Nevertheless, acouittal is equivocal kindness
to Cleary. All his life he will have to remember
that he killed his daughter's husband, the father |
of her unborn babe. He will never be able to
forget that to save his own neck he paraded
her through noisome notoriety and what to his
mind represents disgrace—that his own act bared
to all the world what he considered his daughter’s
shame. Fate has not been kind to Cleary. His
sleepless memory will be a more dreadful punish-
ment than the electric chair would have been.

Forcing the Interborough to Give Good
Service.

The Public Service Commission's suit to com-
pel the Interborough to furnish adequate non-
rush-hour service in the subway ought to produce
results. The law provides for the imposing of a
penalty for each day's violation of an order,
which in this case would mount up to §5,000 a
day. At that rate it would be cheaper to fur-
nish the service ordered than to pay the penalty
for contmuance of the present conditions.

It is not an unreasonable order .which the
commission contends the transit company is vio-
lating. It does not demand & seat for every pas-
senger in every train in non-rush hours, It
merely requires the company to provide in each
period of twenty minutes outside the rush hours
seats equal to the number of passengers trans-
ported in that twenty minutes, That would not
eliminate standees completely if there happened
to be a rush at some particular station, as there
is at Times Square when the theatres empty,
but it would mean that none of them ought to
have to stand far, or long, and that standing in
non-rush hours should not be the rule, or fre-
guenl. There is no reason why the company
should not obey it. It has the men and the cars
and can operate them more frequently than it

does,

An Impossible Attitude for a Judge.

According to District Attorney Cropsey's tes-
timony in the Brooklyn Bar Association's investi-
gation of his charges against “hand-pickea
judges,” Justice Marean answered his protests
apainst a certain judicial act by declaring: “The
Supreme Court has power to do anything.”
It is to be hoped Mr. Cropsey misunderstood the
statement, or, if it was made precisely as he has
repeated it, that Justice Marean has taken second
thought and realized that even the Supreme Court
is & human and fallible institution and that its
members are no less human and prone to error.

Such a mental attitude and kindred expressions
from judges have bred a public rebellion against
“judicial anarchy” which is daily increasing. A
judge who held such opinions and backed them
up by his acts would be as dangerous to the com-
munity as any Black Hand bomb thrower. The
American scheme of government has no more
place for judicial dietators than it has for execu-
tive despots. It would be a sad thing for thia
state for any judge to think himself possessed »f
unlimited rights and powers, and even sadder

for him.

Let It Be a War to a Finish!

If the Senate wants to force a “patronage
it should find him a
keen and ardent belligerent. Out of regard for
the great office which he holds, he ean do nothing
but fight to the bitter end against the Senate's
unwarranted attack on his prerogatives. He
possesses the exclusive power to nominate federal
ofticers of the grades mentioned, in the Constitu-
tion and in lawe earrving out the intent of the
Constitution. The Senate is trying to make him
share that power with its members by black-
listing nominees who have failed to obtain in
l:uh'arw_- the indorsement of Senators from the
states of which they are citizens.

There should be no compromise on an issue as
ciear as that. The Senate is engaged in a con-
spiracy to usurp a Presidential function. It has
ulways exceedingly jealous of the semi-
executive powers which it exercises in conlirming

war"” on President Wilson

been

nominations and ratifying treaties, and has never
serupled to extend those powers at the expense
0" the Executive. Congress once took the right
of removal away from President Johnson by pass-
ing the tenure of office act, which was promptly
repealed when General Grant came into office,
The Senete sought to intimidate President Cleve-
land by demanding that he submit the papers on
which he based removals and appointments, and
the House of Representatives recently tried to
write into law a demand on President Taft that
h- make public all recommendations received by
him- when L-‘ln.:lrlt-l'mp: judicizl appointments.
Such attempted infringements on the rights of
the President show the grasping temper of the
patronage hunters in Congress, always eager to
control the disposition of federal offices. A Presi-
dent who respects himself must show an equally
uncompromising temper. It is his duty, as welj
as his privilege, to make nominations on his own
responsibility, He should stand on his rights:
¢ not cllow himself to be browbeaten. Presi-
dent Roosevelt held out against the Senate in
the Crum case for couple of years and won
ia the end. President Wilson will win, too, if he
| persists in his fight against the erafty conspirac,
| of “Senatorial courtesy.”
|

Why Fight Shy of the Mayor?
Mayor Mitchel' invitation to Mr. Whitman
and Republican legislative leaders to have dinner
with him and diseuss legislative matters which
the city administration has under considaration

seems to have stirred up r‘nuch hubbub, -WhalI

is strange or wrong about it that the gentlemen
invited should fight shy of this meeting?

New York City has about half the population
of the state and pays considerably more than half
the taxes, receiving no divect benefit from much
of the money contributed to the state treasury.

The city always has received much less considera-

tion at the hands of the Legislature than is its
due. Any upstate community of 50,000 inhabi-
£ nts has ite interosts considered more fairly and

3| Punishment of Baff's murderers will be a power- | more generously than does New York.

It is about time for that kind of thing to stop.
Any politics that may be supposed to lurk in
this matter should be set to one side. Mayor
Mitchel came out for the election of Governor
Glynn and, The Tribune believes, made a mis-
take in doing so. Nevertheless, the fact ‘should

ot be permitted to prejudice important city mat-

Fa i 4 F g i
hearted jury of his neighbors, ita emolions ..o for which his administration must be the

sponsor, e is the executive of a city whose
interests are bhigger than those of some states,
and, by and large, the public of this ity is pretty
well satisfied with his administration and willing
to back it in what it undertakes. Any failure
of the Republicans who are to be in charge at
Albany to recognize this and to act accordingly
will be a much bigger mistake than the one which
the Mayor made last fall,

SUPPLICATION,

Great God, if now there be a God
OFf Saracen and Jew,

Of Mohammedans and Christinns all
In confliet that they rue;

Great God of all humanity,

Look down upon us now

And pity all the nation

And absdlve them from their vow,

Great God, from far off Heaven
See the fighting armies bleed,

See the soldiers in their trenches
Rilling those of their own creed
Great God, if there can be a God
Of all the battle searred,

Have pity on the children

Who are being Killed and marred

Great God, we know there isoa God;
We women pray to Thee,

With thwarted, almost blinded faith
And hope and charity,

Gireat God, God of our fathers
And of Him upon the cross,

Send down some sign to compensate
Irreparable loss.

Great God, in very impotence

We grope uncertainly.

In blenk starvation and in war

To keep_our faith in Thee.

Great God, we bring oblations,

We give our goods to Thee.

It is enough. Have pity now.

Great God, we bend the knee.
GABRIELLE MULLINER.

THE JEWISH SOLDIER Tu RUSSIA,
0 Russis, see what laurelz | have won
For you! Yea I, your hated, hunted son,
Upon your battlefields my blood doth flow.
Denied your joys, | share with you your woe.
We bleed together from the foeman's shell;
Yor shut the heavens for me, not the hell;
Yeo see, your trampled zons your land defend
What fame to you your humbled Hebrews lend!
You hunted them; they heal your hurts with hearts
(f heroe= when your foremen hurls his darts,
Man's primal promptings | have risen ubove;
The hate you showed me | repay with love:
A tace of savioss and Messichs, 1,
In love alone my life delights to vie.
Ab few man's days and short and sweet is life;
Dear in a mother, denr a child and wi.e;
Yet all delights 1 leave, and life [ give
To make my native land in honor live;
And he who gives you so much love and light.
Will you not vest him with his human right?

ALTER ABELSON,

THE GREATEST LOSS FROM WAR

The Fittest Die and the Puny, Weak and Unfit Are
Left to Propagate.

To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: The losses of war have been extimated from
muny angles, The cost of supporting armies, the
cost in destructionh of property, the loss of producing
powder, both during and after the war, and, finally,
the cost in human lives—all have been figured.

All these logses fire enormous, appailing, but their

cost I8 paid mainly by the present generation. The
greatest is none of these. There is another loss,
fur and svay more frightful. Its blight is not wiped
out in one gereration, nor in two, nor in three. It
will continue down the ages and will never quite
be made up.

In the normal course of events men will die or

oven be killed. But in the normal course of events
there will always remain a tendency for the fittest
to live longest. Even in the warfare of the savage
this tendency persists, But not in the warfare of
“aivilized” man. Modern warfare is not even indis-
eriminate. 1t does not even take fit and unfit alike
and kill them off with an indifferent hand, It does
worse than that. It selects with nice care the finest
physical manhood of the nations and sheds it forth
to destruction. The puny, the weak, the unfit, are
lefi wehind to propaugste their kind. The present
emall stature of Frenchmen has been attributed, with
much troth, to the gloricus Napoleonic wars,

It is almost an axiom with biologists that specilic
characteristics acquired during the lifetime of an
individual are not inherited by his offspring. Intel-
lectual and moral education will improve the present
generation, but they avail nothing with the next.
The work musl ever begin anew. The only hope of
permanent improvement in the human race lies in
its propagation by the best menhood and wemanhood
in it.

In physical wellbeing war makes for the very op-
posite of this. We may indeed be thankful that at
lewst on the intellectual and:moral side war is in-
dizeriminate —except in so far as Jhere is truth in
“Mens sana in corpore sano.”

Rut the prospect of physical degeneration is fright-
ful enough. When every other price has been paid,
when centuries have passed and time wiped out the
memory of every other loss, this will remain, the
legaey of the present generation to posterity.

New York, Dec. 18, 1014, H. P H.

THE MOVE TO HELP GERMANY

A Critic Finds the German-Americans Easier to
Forgive than the Iri

To the |

Sir:

wliter of The Tribune.
At the inee
American Representatives in the United States "ilﬂ-
ress, and with the ss=istunce of a few Irish-Ameri-
cans whogse sole religion iz to hate England, our gov-
ernment iy about to be asked the German
navy in defeating the Allies. The only possible of-
fect of the proposed statute to prohibit the exporta-
tion of munitions of war Irom this country to uny
helligerent power would be lo prevent I}::ulmni.
France und Russin obtaining such supplies, The
Hritish navy has# slready stopped any such exporta-
tion to Turkey, Austrin and Germany.

This world and the men in it wre ruled more by
sentiment than by logic, und we can forgive Con-
gressmen Bartholdt, Vollmer and Lobeek forgetting

of German German-

ns aAna

to assist

their naturalization and attempting to make the
House of Representatives a branch of the German
Reichstag. Anglo-Saxons who detest professional

nlmrintidm and treachery will never forget or forgive
the traitorous nattitade of the Insh-American re-
culeitrants who hate Englund so much they would
destroy America’s houor to satisfy their irrational
grudges.

The difficulty that earmest and genuine Irish pa-
triot,John Redmend, is encountering in his mismion
to show Ireland her duty furnishes 1o muny reason-
able men an argument that when the war is over
a_nd the Allies have crushed Kaiserism England's
first legislative duty will be to reconsider the Home
Rute bill. FAUL YALE.

New York, Dec, 15, 1004,

WORK FOR THE UNEMPLOYED

Is Not the Establichment of City In-
dustries Sensible and Logical?

To the Editor of The Tribune.

In an article in your paper re-

¢ently the question of unemployment

wis diseussed and a solution was of-

fered by one Boueck White, lead

the Chureh of the Social :

The solution wae the establishment of

municipal industries,

At tirst sight this seems tremendous-
ly revolutionary, and yet in reality is
it not just the natural order B prog-
reus? We are faced with the gquestic
of the unemployment of thousands of
workers, chiefly industrial workers, We
ra two things toward meeting this prob-
lam— extend public works and spend
thousands for eharity. Neither thing
settles the guestion or even meels b
adequately. Instead we have the
alons situation of idle workers,
factories and a huge need of the prod-
uct—and it s all accepted

What more sensible than for the City
of New York to take just half t}
money that it spends pauperizir
the poor and start theze factories

Sir:

for

in

ing these starving workpeople n chanece
to earn r living? It seems alto-
gether a r onabhle suggestion ‘ter

of effectiveness it wounld

all, in this ¢

be but sensible, for, a2 Mnayor Mitchel
says (“Independent,” November 30):
“To he efficient &n organization, par-

ticularly a publie organization such as
a ecity government, must look forward
and readjust its serviee 20 lh
work muay be not only statieally
cient, but ;lrul.:n'--l'»'l‘[,\' effective.”

New York, Dec. 18, 1814, E.

THE NEED OF JOBS

The Principal of a School Tells of ~ire
Want and Asks for Help.
To the Editer of The Tribune,
Sir: A great deal of discuszion
now taking place relative to the unem-
ployment question in this eity, Muany

]

|people, 1 feur, underestimnte the net-

uzl number of unfortunate men and
women out of work., As an in nee
of what a proportion exists between
the workers and non-workers, may |
cite that in this night school there are
600 men and women who are out of
jobs. And there are 1,500 people in
our clusses

What is to be doné? The employ-
ment hureau of this school urgently
requests  suggestions  from  resders.

Some of our pupils are in dire need
We have advertised in all the leading
T eWHpPD and are now sending out
3,000 letters to employers. What else
an we do to relieve the real suffering?

If perchance a reader may know of
any waork, such information will be
gratefully received.

MICHAEL SMITH,

Chairman Committee on Employment,

Publie School 103, New York, Dee.

18, 1914.

ART AND SANITY

How the Futurists Hypnotized Sheep-
like Minds.

To the Editor of The Tribune

S The rhapsodic stufl in your
people’s column to-day over the name
Lubomir P, Saponofl should ot with
u publie corrective. Of its utterly mis-
tuken statements, the following leads,
namely: “Italy, the stronghold of the
futurists, sttructed widespread atten-
|'tion; its propaganda was energetically
| extended throughout the Continent,
and even still further its ripples have
actually touched our shores, so that
the dominntion of futurism us & mod-
ern art expression is assured.”

Nothing can possibly assure the
domination of lunacy in what senseless
people sssume is art. Art, with eapi-
tal A, stands for the clearest of all
perfectly clear sanity. Indeed, fine art,
properly so called —be it poetry, music,
sculpture, painting, histrionies, dane-
ing, or even fine manners ultogether
relates to und i rerently related
with vitalized fruitions of super-san-
ity, whereof quick imuginations, “pre-
scient sense unknown to mere denial,”
operates within most rationally gstriet,
elear limitations of causes and effects,

With this vyour mouldy-minded
futurists have no part soever, never
{bad a part; meves will bave a put

THE PEOPLE’S COLUMN

Moseover, these of their fool props-
genda never hailed from Italy anyhow,
bt huiled prineipnlly from uncertain
sonked Gern n Germany and
theinthe abomi of Paris. (For
names and dates of doings by the
French insane, | refer the curjous to
a weekly publication culled *Puck”
Oeto 17, 1914 ~wherein Mr, Hune-
ker's roey  parsgraphs tell the tale
completely,)  And linally. that “rip-
ples" of nationless rot ]1Ilp[|l‘l|.l'l| to
bring up in Godforsaken Gotham, where

AN HEOTY Once gave it wall space, to
the purblind gaze of curiously brain-
and emotioniess thousands who
quite industriousiy tried to make it
it, signities nothing ueeount, for
there is really nothing sensible in this
nor in any other instance of futurists’
and cubists' idiotic stuff being paraded
hopelessly sheeplike people,
enpability for estimates re-

before
whose only

mauins alway onfined to the three
dimensions, and therefore cannot pos-
ibly over compr nd fine art, which

ahly, the fourth.

JFRED LAURE!
York, Dee. 17,

IN DEFENCE OF THE SUBWAY

BRENNAN,
14,

A Reader Asserts That It Is the Best
Managed Railroad in the World.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: At the present time there secms
to be & great agitation against the
subway management in ite ethod of
handling transportation in the tubes.
Dr. Goldwater, our Health Commis-
sioner; recently stated in your columns
that the Interborough Rapid Transit
Compuny was directly responsible for
the “health” of the travelling publie,
Others have deseribed in your worthy
columns the mismanagement of sched-
uleg and the inefficient handling of
crowda during the rush hours.

Don't you think it time that some
ane ln\'v\!u::-Tm! the conditions under
which the Interborough Rapid Transit
i= laboring? The present subway was
built to secommodate not more than
100,000, and is carrying over 1,000,000
daily. In reports of various rapid
teunsit engineers from other cities Lhe
subway hus been called the best man-
aged railrond in the world. It iz the
tirm belief of the writer that the Inter-

borough is doing all in its power to
serve the travelling publie of New
York and that it is handling the sit-

wation with muech credit to its officers,
It. W. WALKER.
New York, Dae. 18, 1914

LONG HAIR AND LONGEVITY

Does a Goodly Showing on the Crown
Help Toward Old Age?

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: This 15 not exnctly what | mean
to eall attention to in this essay, but it
lnoks better as u caption. What I shal
av coneerns rather bushy or heavy

nir.
[id it sver oceur to vou that there
wee uny relation between a fine, bushy
head «f white hair and the long life
of the owner?

bhelieve that [ ean elaim without

of sueceessful refutation that a
Inrge majority of men who have
i the age of eighty year: have,
or had, u goodly showing of hair on
the erown or top of their heads. [ by
ro means claim that this i= universal,
is easy to recall men who lived
to oven greater age than eighty who
wers quite bald,

Without any attempt at s chrono-
logical list, 1 jot down a few names
thut come to mind as I write: John |
Bluir, known at his time as New Jer-
richest man, 84; Darniel Drew,
New York canitalist and eollege foun-
der 01: Hon, William E, Gladstone,
English statesman, 89 Commodore
Cornelius Vanderbilt, New York, found
er of the New York Central Railroad.
R4: the Rev. Mdward Beecher (brother
of Henry Wari), 92: Hon. Peter Coop-
er, New York philanthropist, 03

It would be easy also to name qguite
n number of men who possessed fine
heads of hair who reached only middle
age, but my suipose is not to be statis-
tieal, but rather to vossibly start in-
serest in an unosusl subject and see
what cun be deduced therefrom

_ j JOHN R. CHURCH.

New York, Dec. 5 1914

for it

sev'y

POPPYCOCK!

So a Reader Designates the Danger
of Our Being Attacked.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir:  The who &re urging
an investigetion into the military pre-
paredness of the United States cry
that they want an efficient army and
a powerful navy “for defence.” Alas,
s0 are they a “grmies of defence.”
Thus said the militarists of Germany,

persoins

thus the militarists of France and
England, and now come our good
friends from the National Seeurnty

League and tell us that we must arm
wure Ves,
Why?

fend ourselves?

Agninst whom must we de-
The German hordes?
The Yellow Peril? Poppycock! No
mutter who is victor in the present
confliet, all the countries will be so
vxhausted in resources and men that
they will be fortunate if they can keep

themselves together-—let alone cross
the Atlantic Ocean and swoop down
upon the poor, weak little United

| States. Burdened beyond mensure with
toxation and extra debt, weakened by
buttles and the paralyzing of agri-
culture, industry and commerce, with
woful gups in the ranks, londed with
diseaxed, orphaned, widowed and erip-
pled ~what could Germany or England
or any power do? That is to say, !
they wanted to do something to us:
tut do they? Does Germany want to
control and dominate our eountry?
Won't the Continent of Europe sutisfy
her for a few centuries at least?

And as for Japan, the so-called Yel-
low Peril i= an imaginary, purely arti-
ficial ereation of the Jingo papers and
the jingo men- the men who want to
seem brave and strong by appealing
to national patriotim, by glorifying
national power, national strength, and
by manufacturing wholesale rumors as
to horrible invasions by the Japanese;
by filling people with dread of some
vague, imaginary enemy; by making a
real friendly power szeem to be our
inevitable enemy, ouy dastardly foe in
the struggle for national existence.
Crur militaristic friend fails to tell you
thiat Japan has not increased her bud-
get for the navy this vear snd that
she hus been on the best of terms
with us throughout,

The militarist argues that we should

inerease our army and nevy. But
would “this muke our armed forces
more efficient in comparison to any
foe that we might come in conflict
with? No. Of course not; for if we
wid  four dreadnoughts, then Jupan
will add four dreadnoughts to her navy,

will still be just as
wesk, or just as strong. We will have
sprnt millions of dollars, incurred
debt of tremendous proportions, and,
above all, nroused jingoism and mutual
hatred in Japan and the United States,
when there is no ground for anything
but the best of international relations

we will have done all this, and still
nothing toward making our navy more
cficient, which seems to be the goal
of our militarists,

The only justifiention for inereasing
our armament is the likelihood of in-

and relutively we

vasion. And if there is no such like-
likood, and, furthermore, if such in-
erease will not wugment the wvaunted

“military efficiency,” then why all this
tulk of war preparation. why all this
investigation, why all this tommyrot,
which will only have the worst effect
upon our eountry? If we adopt mili-
tarism—although we may call it “mili-
tary efficieney”™ we are playing with
lire, we ase beginning the terrible
Journey of military power increasing
every year, militarism growing strong-
er and stronger until it will lead to
bankrupley or to a calamitous war, or
tn bath. M. LINCOLN SCHUSTER.

Celumbis University, New York, Dee.

17, 1914,

Larkin Again.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
 Sir: If the newspapers would only
ignore  such  blatant and ignorant
shouters us James _arkin and oth.:s
like him this type of itinerant orator
would quiekly get down to honest work
or die of inmnition, It is the pub-
licity they receive which keeps these
lhlnt erskites going. Larkin, according
to the newspaper report of yesterday’s

sudicnce ba

weellig, told bis bad foug

THANK HEAVEN! IT WILL SOON BE OVER.
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there

sons in Ireland. Why in the :
decunt parenthood is he not over
now, working and providing for them?
The educatad Irish, hoth at home and
abroad, are no more intere j in the
Larkin crowd than they are in the na
tives of Prtugonia. John E. Redmond,
and no other, is regarded throughout
all Ireland as the Moses of his peonle

COMMON SENSE

New York, Dee, 18, 1914,

PRIESTS ON THE BATTLEFIELD

A Letter from Germany Telis cf the
Spiritual Side of War.
To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: fiehting to keep the
enemie ¢ Fatherlar receive the
Iron Cross, & medal of honor. es ne-
knowledgment of their wvalovl the
charitable<institution of the Red Cros4
takes care of their bodily welfare, ard
the army chaplains, the champions of
the Holy Cross, help them t after
the welfare of their souls
A ‘warrior is anxiovs to receive e
comforts of the sucraments, and tne
are numbers of field chaplaine and

reverend volunteers who work as nard
at the front as the soldiers. Not U
onr men go to withou!
cleared their consciences, In ¢
of mobilization the Kaiser had

war

apecinl day of prayer and devo
and thousands and thousunds «
diers went to confession and

communion in order to fight the srered
fight with a elean heart and with tae
blessing of God,

As many priests and ministers ai
may be st the front, at times,
eircumstances are U I‘UII.'I!' 5 o

cated, after a tremendous
thousands of wounded are covering

ground, it may prove difficult to cceure
the aid of a prieat in every place where
it is desired. Then our officers and
our soldiers accomplish the most Jar-

ing expeditions, turn almost impos ible

stones to fulfil the wish of the wounds
ed “kameraden” for a prieat I'he care
of his soul is to them as wrge ard

important a mission as is the stopping
of a bleeding artery to the docror. A
remarkable episode that happened 10
France gives a zood illustration:

A wounded French officer who wat
found by German soldiers after a flerce
buttle expressed the ardent desire for
the aid of & Catholic priest. There
were not any aiound, none to be :uu_ml
anywhere, A hureied cupedition
senrched in vain the district, Finally
the German officer in command, 8
Protestant colonel, suceeedad in el
ting into communication with a priest
muny miles awuy; vet there was no
possible way of conveying him to the
hattlefield,
not lose any time, but enlled an avi-
ator, giving him order to fetch the
priest. Two hours later the minister
of God arrived with the blessed sacri-
ments to comfort the wounded French-
man. The thrilling sensation of being
earried to his sacred duties through
the air, high above the clouds, and
times of war, is an experivnce the
brave priest will surely remember sll
his life. HANS MERX,
Bonn a’ Ritein, Germany, Nov. 20, 1814

Peace on Christmas Day.

To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: Ay this war is primarily a war
smong Christian nations— peoples whe
appeal to God to give them victory, 8%
they believe their cause, respectiveils
is just—how ean they refuse to COB-
sider a suggestion coming [rom ®
great, friendly, neutral power like ours
that they shall arrunge for u complete
armistice from sunset of Christmas
Eve to sunrigse of Decomber 267 Who
knows how much of reiief and joy such
observance would bring to the men I

{thf trenches and camps? Who ecaft
It‘lllcl.lh'tf' the good effect that one %"
ri,

of peace, sweeping around the wo
might |\mduur.p w‘\ius_ weeds of a hast-
ing pecce might be sown in the hearts
of the world’s rulers in that brief ees
sation from butechery? 1 believe the
Jupancse und even the Turks would
Join the armistiee if it were pro

by their sllies. In such interim the
Red Cross workers would naturally

busy cleaning u '_he.bunleh!dl o
wounded, Shoulg not Tour peace Lt
cieties, churches and all Christisns

.urz;.'_ our hi'rnrdtﬁl to make Il:nh“ill:"

gestion through diplomatic channe

' CHARLES . CRANDALL.
Stamfard, Conn, Uss 18 ’

The eolonel, however, did ¢

1
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