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and on which mig
instructions to American
masters :

The fact that Germany has devoled 8
considerable portien of her nots to &
diseusaion of the attitude of neutrals,
particularly the United States, toward
the exportation of arms and war ma-
terinl o’ the most strictly contrab ‘!
eharacter is considered by high ofiiciala
s useless interpolation of an extranee
subject. 1t is pointed out that n!_'.?r-a_'.'.;h
Germany tecognizen thal inhibitious

upon the export of arma would be im
of Internation

possible under the rule

al law, she still makes the Inck of such
an inhibition a part of her justification |
for the war zone prociamation.

The weakness of this argament was
rendered doubly conspicuous to-day by
the utterance of the President to the
representatives of 28,000 women peti-
tioners all over the U'nited States who
appealed for an embargo and urged fa.
vorable consideration of the Hitcheock
and Vollmer bil w before Congress
President Wilson said that & precioma-

GERMAN REPLY TO U. S.
1S FRIENDLY BUT FIRM

Upholds Position of Empire as Already Announced—
Action Made Necessary by British Policy of

Trying to Cut Off Food Supply.

18— The

Berlin (via London), Feh.
repl f Germany to the protest ui the
United States ngainst a hlockade of
British waters wis given out to-day. i
is couched in the most friendiy terms
but firmly maintains the position l';
Germany na already anneunced.

Germany's proposed action,

lalns, is rendered
iritain’s policy of nitempting
the fuod suppiy the G
population by od never r

n ex-

necessary by Grent

to cut

far

mel

tion of embnrgo the exportation of 'nized in International inw
arms and munitions woul: be ar course in ordering merchantmen 1o Iy
neatral act, and flatly rejocted the sipping them with ar-
The stetement was the first defl o destroy sub-
expression from him on the subject an _ the German reply contends,
was apparentiy taken after careful con- yders nugatory the right of senrch,
sideration of the growing resentment, | thus glving Germany the right to at-
German-Americans and in tack Lnglish shif 'y
, against the sdminis- The text of tho reply is as follows:
tration’s ¢ The fuct that the wernment hus ex-
President ¢ -dsy to make publie ' neiunientit from
hin views (s regarded ne pignifieant. the U'nited States government i
President Wilson hus boen ndvised by the e spirit of good will and
expert counvel with whom he has dis:|  frie p by which the communi-

cussed the guestion thut for the United

States to prohibit the exportation o
arms after the conirol of the seas hnd
passed into the har { the Allles

unneutral

would be &n act po clenrly

shat §t might be made the occasion for

a decl n of war apainst the United
the allled pawers. The Presi-
esirous of nipping in the bud
ssion of the subject on the

ficors of Congress or the further de-
velopment by pre pagandn of sentiment
supporting the H teheock and Vellmer
billa

At midnight to-night the administra-
tion had not receiveu the cable mec-
psge {rom Ambsassador Gerard tra s-
mitting the official copy of the Ger-
man note. The State Department esrly
in the day had been put in posseélsion
of the complete text through mn un-
official rource, it having been cahled to
the United States from Berlin. The
pote, as transmitted by Ambnssador
Gerard, is in the State Department's
cipher, and will probably arrive in the
course of the next twenty-forr heus &,
The officials were thoroughly satisf ed
as to the muthentieity of the transcript
of the their possession and
cuch comment as was mede was based
upon it. There was, ol course, no_‘om-=
munica with the German Embassy
on the subjeet, kince the official tran-
seript had not been delivered.

Consult with Orher Neuirals,
" That ¢ neutral countries, espe
cially lland snd the Seandipovian
countries, are npprehensive concerning
the situstion and have consulted the
United States beenme known to-day.
While there is no anderstanding |rnpi§-
ing joint action if any neutral vessels
ank, the Washington government

has made it plain that it is in wecord
with the ste alrendy taken by other
neutral powers, copies of their notes
and representations having been fur-
nished to o (

Spcretary Pryan refused to revenal
what steps the United States would
wnke if Americun vesscls or lves were
lost, and while at the State, War and
Navy departm « the German note
wan the subj of Informal discussion
generally, detuils of tho policy being
formulated by the American govern-
ment were not disclosed.

“THE DAY"” PASSES
QUIETLY IN LONDON

Contlnued from page 1

leaves concerns & possible sdjustment
with England of the use of ncutral
flags. No anawer has been mnde by
Brituin to American representutions on
is 11l soon, and

this point, but one ¥

therd is every reason helieve the
Rritish government will simply state
thut it is not true, ss Germany alleges,

thut & secret order was isvued to mer-
chantn t meké B Yiseriminnte
neutral flags, and thut England
ention than the time-|
ting her mer-
fings of neutrals

use of
bns no other i
ey

ch d
ia smergencles, to which it s consid-
eree america cannot possibly ebject,
having taken advantage of this rule
herself so often.

For the present, however, all passen-
gor traffic between England and Hes

Innd is tied up 1 Scandinavian
lines, on the other hund, have not s
yet been ted,  Both the Zeeland

lines have cancelled
to Holland, al-

and the Batavier
all passenger pervice
though they are continuing their
freight and mail traffie. The Wilson
Line, to Zeandinavian ports, is running
a8 usual

Ageney dizspatches from Denmark re-
port thut the crews of one Danish and
three Norwegian ships at Anrhuus re-
fused to-duy to eall for England and
left their ships,

Sixty Liners Scheduled to Sail

o

The Minnewuska, of the Atlantic)
Transport Line, was scheduled to sail
yesterday, but the depurture was post-
poned a week hence, not, however, as
a result of Gern 's threats, It was
explained by an official of the stenm-
ehip line Within the next ten days
pixty liners are scheduled to sail from
the British Isles. thirty-nine to Africa,
Australin snd Enstern points, fifteen
to Amerien and the West Indies, and
six to the Mediterranean and Baltic

While insurance rates at Lloyds
showed practically no incresse as s re-
sult of the blockade, there was a big
jump on policies covering ugainst a
declrration of war between the United
States and cGrmany within  six|
months. Whereas, a month ago, the
premium on the same risk was b gui-
neas per cent, Germany's answer to
the American note yesterday caused it
to rise quickly to 20 guineas per cent. |
There wan a slight flurry among un-
derwriters whon Lloyds received a
report that the cruiser Karlsruhe hnd
sunk five vessels, four ow which were

British and one Norwegian., No in
formation has been rcceived by the
Norwerinn Conrul General, who, it|

was asperted nt the Consulate, was|
prepared to begin an investigation as|
soon nx the nformation came i

Relief ships chartered by the com- !
tission for Belgian relief sre to be
permitted to follow their usual route
scross the FEnglish Channel without
molestation from German submarines,

For some months ull vessels flying
the reltef fng, even If they were of
belligerent registry, have been im-
mune from attacks under assurances
from both the British snd German
admiraltics

When the German war rone was
ordered the Relief Commizston was ad-
vised to wend ita ships by way of the
north of Scotland, but as the German
Minister of Murine renewed bls assur-
ance of sofe conduct when the com-
mission informed him that this change
of route would result in the forfeiture

of charters, instructions were given
that the ships pursue their usual
COUrse.

Subtle German Suggestion,
“The Morning Post,” referring to
Germany's ides that Americun men-of-
war should convoy American merchant-

says: |
% |t
is is & subtle suggestion, though | will withdraw what is in fact, though |

how s convoy would be s protection
sgainst the mines which Germany is
to lay is not explained. |

“Upon examinstion it appesrs that,

according to German Interpreta-
tion of inte onal law, merchant
vessols proceefing under convoy sre

i  axempt from right of search on the:

rears to hiuve beon dic

rh
wpevial government 1s
the United Siates
that for both parties
degree des.rabiv to
r gn  which
1 AL oMM Messures  ar
n ced by the German Admiralty
snd to provide hgainkt the occur-
rence of incidents which might
trouble the friendly relut.ons

which so far happily exist between
the two governments,

With regard to the sssuring of
these friend ¥ relations, the Ler-
1 povernment believes that it
sl the more reckon on & full
understanding with the United
States, ns the procedure announced
by the German Admiralty, which
was fully explsined in the note of
the 4th inst, is in mo way direct-
ed against legitimate commerce
and legitimate shipping of neu-
trale, but represents solely »
mensure of self-defence, imposed
on Germany by her vital intercats,
ngainst England’s method of war-
{are, which is contrery to interna-

MAay

and which
neutrals has st

bacs to Lnd
r

1 law,

g
pd principles «
ore the outbreak of war.

to exclude nil doubt
these cardinal 4

regarding
German government once more

lenve to state how things
qand,  Until now Germany has
serupulously observed valid in-
rernntionsl rules regarding naval
warfars. At the very beginning of
war Germnny immediately
ngreed to the proposal of the
Amcrican government to ratify the
new Declaration of London, and
took over its contents unaltered
anil without formal obligntion into
her prize law.

Rules Obeyed by Germany.

German government has
i these rules, even when they
dinmetrieally opposed to her
ilitary  interests. For instanca,
ermany allowed the transporta-
on of provisions to England trom
jenmark until to-dsy, though sho
3 weil able, by her seu forces,
to prevent it In contradistine-
tion to this attitude, Eniland has
not even hesitated st a second In
fringement of international law, it
by such means she could paralyze
the peaceful commerce of Germany
with neuirals. The German gov-
ernment will be the less ahliged
to enter into details, ns these are
put down sufficiently, though not
exhaustively, in the American note
te the British government dated
December 29, as a result of five
montha' experience,

All these encroachments have
been made, 8- haa been admitted,
in order to cut off suppiies from
Germany. and thereby starve her
peaceful eivil population - pro-
cedure contrary to all humani-
turian principles. Neutrals have
been unable to prevent the inter-
ruption of their commerce with
(Fermany,

the

The

v
i{
1
I
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which is contrary to in-
ternational laws,

WILHELMINA'S HOLDUP

RESENTED BY GERMANY

The American government, as
Germany  readily acknowledpres,
has protested agninst the British

procedure, In gpite of these pro-
tests snd protests from other
neutral  states, Great Hritun
could not be Induced to de-
part from the conrse of wue-
tion she had decided upon. Thus,
for inztance, the Am ean ship

Wilhelming, recently was stopped
by the Hritish, sithough her curgo
was destined solely for the Ger-
man civil population, and according
to the express declsration of the
German government was to be em-
ployed only for this purpose
Germany is &% good as cut off
from her overseas supply by the
silent or protesting toleration of
neutrals, not only in regard to
such goods ss are absolute con-
traband, but also in regard to such
as, according to acknowledged inw
before the war, are only condi-
tional contrabund, or not contra-
bund st sll. Great Hritain, on the
other hand, Is with the toleration
of neutral governments not only
supplicd with such goods mE sre
not eontraband or only conditional
contruband, but with goods which
ure regardod by Great Britain, if
kont to Germany, as sbsolute con-

traband; namely, provisions, in-
dustrial raw materinls, ete, and

even with goods which have al-
wauys indubitably been regarded as
absolute contruband
I'roofs of Traffic in Armas.

The German government feels
{tself obliged to point out with the
grentest emphasis that a traffic in
arms, estimated &t many hundreds
of millions, is being carried on
between Ameriean firms and Ger-
many's enemies. Germany fully
comprehends that the practice of
right snd the toleration of wrong
on the part of neutrals are mat-
ters abusolutely at the diseretion
of nentrale, and involve no formal
violation of neutrality. Germany,
therefore, did not eomplain of nny
formal viplation of noutrality, but

ke German government, in view
of complete evidence before it,
eannot help pointing out that it,
together with the entire publie
apinion of Germany, feels itself to
be severely prejudiced by the fact
thut neutralg, in safegunrding their
rights in legitimate commerce vith
Germany  uecording to  interna-
tionul law, huve, up to the pres-
ent, mchieved no, or only insig-
nifieant, results, while they wure
making unlimited use of their
right by earrying on contraband
traffic with Great Britain und our
other encmies.

If it i n formal right of neu-
truls to tauke no steps to protect
their lepitimate trade with Ger-
many, ond even to allow them-
selves to be influenced in the di-
rection of the conscious and wilful
restriction of their trade, on the
other hand tl ave the perfect
right, which they unfortunately do
not exarcise, to Cense contraband
trude, especinlly in  arms, with
Germnany's enemies,

In view of this situation Ger-
many, after £ix months of patient
herself ohlliged to

wRiling, #ces
anawer Greut Hritain’s murderous
method of naval warfare with

sharp counter measures, If Great
Brituin in her fight apainst Ger
muny summons hunger a# an ally,
for the purpose of imposing upon
a eivilized people of seventy mill
jone the choiee between destitu-
tion and starvation or submission
to Great Britnin’s commercinl .
then Germany to-day is determined
to take up the gauntiet and appeal
to similar allies.
Equal Toleration Desired.

Germany trusts that the neatrals
who €0 far have suhmitted to the
disndvantugeous copsequences of
Grent Britain's hunger war in
silence, or merely in registering a
protest, will d play toward Ger-
many mno smaller measare of
tolerstion, even if German meas-
ures, like those of Grest Hritain,
present new terrors of nuval war-

far

RESOLVED TO SUPPRESS

IMPORTATION OF ARMS

Moreover, the German govern-
ment is resolved to suppress with
all the means at ita disposal the

importstion of war material 1o
Great Britain snd her allies, and
she takes it for granted that neu-

tral governments, which =o far
have taken no steps aguinst the

Germany's
foreibie

of this

trafic in arms  with
enemlies, will not oppose
suppression by Germany
trude.

Acting from this 1;\ nt of view,
the Germun Admiralty proclaimed
a naval war zone, whose limits it
exactly defined. Germany, so far
us possible, will seek to close this
war zone with mines, and will also
endenvor to destroy hostile mer-
ehunt vessels in every other way.
While the German government, in
tuking action based vpon this over-
powering point of view, keeps it-
pelf ‘ar removed from all inten-
tionul destruction of neutral lives
and property, on the other hand it

does mnot fail to recognize that
from the action to be taken
apninst Grest  Britain dangers
arise which threaten all trade
within the war zone, without dis-
tinetion. This §s a natural result

of mine warfare, which, even un-
der the strictest observance of the

The

inferene

part of a belligerent

i that British cruisers would be com-
pelled to let puss American merchant
te

proceeding under convey
'.|'r!-‘
ersely, German
would let pass smuch convoys |
ing to Hritish poris, the stzict un-
derstanding that contraband of war
was not ineluded in mny caigoes, Ny
these ingenious means the exnport from
America of munitions of war and of
any other commodities which Ger-
many chose to declare contraband
would be effectually stopped.”

“The Morning Post" continuea:

“The key to the whole note resides
in the pussage which ingenuously
states that ‘Germany would, however,
be particularly grateful if the Ameri-
can government wou
mend its vessels to avoid the British
raval gone.! No doubt. And the con-
cluding sentence of the note suggests
ihat, should the United Statea consent
o meoede to German wishes, Gormany

els

Ve

not in nume, the paper blokade.
To Use the American Navy.

“It may be supposed that these are
somewhat dindigestible propositions to
eet befo proud and grest nation
whose interest in ‘he maintens.ee of
maritime rights is sec

Id urgently recom- |

limits of international law, en-
dungers every ship approsching
the mine area. The German gov-
ernment considers itself entitied
to hope that all neutrals will
ueguiesee In these mensures as
they huve done in the case of the
gricvous damages inflicted upon
them by Britizh measures, all the
more =0 us Germany is resolved,

for the protection of neutral ship-
ven in the naval war zone, to
do evervthing which is at all com-
patible with the sttainment of thin
obcct.

All Responaibility Disowned.

In view of the fact that Germany
' the first proof of her good-
will in fixing a time limit of not
leas than lourteen days before the
execution of said measures, so that
neutrul shipping might have an op-
portunity of making srrangementa
‘o avoid threatening danger, this
_¢an most surely be schieved by re-
muining away from the naval war
Tone Nedtral vessels whiech, de-
spite this ample notice, which
greatly affects the achievement of
our nims in our war againgt Great
Writain, enter these closed waters
will themselves bénr the responsi-
bility for any unfortunate acci-
dents that may occur. Germany

intercst of Great Hritain, America, in
fact, is requested to convoy supplies to

- ¥ with her navy and to send to
n only those commodities which
Uermany chooses to permit.  The
American navy is to he used solely for
the convenience of German submarine
officers, who, if they wre to destroy
commerce at nll, must destroy it in de-
linnee of the lnw of nations and of hu-
ntahl Leeause they have not the
requisite applinnces to enable them to
fuir]l that law

“What the United States government
has to decide is whether or not neutral
rights shull be maintained. The ques-
tion for this country to decide is
equally simple. It is whether the mar-
itime rights of the grestest naval
jower shall be surrendercd or restored
to their full exercise

“The issue is, in o word, the most im-

portant issue of the war, for it is noth-
ing less than the sen power of Great
Britain which is at stake, Germany,
by her total disrerard of the agree-
ments, laws and customs of the sen, has
in effect freed Great Brituin from any
reciproeal obligation, and, ss Winston
Churchill has rightly implied, has
opened the way to a complete resump-
tion of those maritime rights which
have been gruvely curtailed and whose
full and vigorous exercise is un essen-

ond only to the tial condition of victory.," |

disclolms  all  responsibility for
such accidents and their conge-
quenees

Germuny has further expressly
anrounced the destruction of all
enemy merchant vessels found
within the war zene, but ot the
destruction of all merchant ves-
seln, a8 tha United Statea seems
erroneously have understood.
This restriction which Germany
imposes upon iteelf s prefudieinl
to the aim of our warfare, espe

to

|
!
|

READY TO DELIBERATE

cially a8 in the application of the
conception of eontraband pric-
tined by Great Britain toward Ger-
many —which coneeption will now
also be aimilarly interpreted by
Germany— the presumption will be
that neutral ahips have eontraband
abonrd. Germany naturally is un-
willing to repounce its rights to
ascertaln the presence of contra-
band In neutral veusels, and in cer-
tli[\ cnees 1o draw fllll(’Ill)'Hlll
therefrom.

WITH UNITED STATES

Germany is ready, finally, to de-
libernte » th the United States con-
cerning any measures which might
secure the safety of legitimate

| shipping of neutrals in the war
Germany cannot, however,

| rone.
forbear to point out that all its
| efforts in this direction may he

vendered very diffeult by two eir-
| cumstances - first, the misuse of
| peutral flags by British merchant
i vessels, which is indubitably known
| to the United States; mecond, the
contrabund trade already men-
tionea, especially in war materiala,
on neutral vessels,
The Use of Neutral Flags
Regarding the latter point, Ger-
many would fain hope that the
United States after further consid
eration will coms to a econclusion
corresponding to the ulnir‘.{ of real
neutrality, Regarding the first point,
the secret order 05 the British
Admiralty, recommending to Brit-
fsh merchant ships the use of neu
tral fags, been communicated
by Germany to the United Statex
and confirmed hy communication
with the British Foreign Office,
which designates this procedure as
entirely unohjectionable and in ac-
cordance with British law. British
merchant shipping immediately fol-
fowed this advice, as doubtlecs is
known to the American govern-
| ment from the ineidents of the
! Lusitania and the Laertea.

Morcover, the British govern-

ment has supplied arms to Britich
merchant ships and instructed
them foreibly to resist German

-

GERMANY RECOMMENDS

USE OF NA

In order to prevent in the aurest
manner the consequences of con-
fusivn—though naturally not so
fur as mines are concerned —Ger-
many recommends that the United
States make their ships which are
conveying peaceful eargoes through
the British war zone discernible by
|  means of convoys,

‘ Germany believes It may act on
the supposition that only such
| ships would be convoyed as earried
goods not regarded as tontraband
l pecording to the British interpre-
| totion made it the ease of Ger-
| many.

Hlow this method of convoy can
be carried out is & question ean-
cerning which Germany is ready to
open negotintions with the United

States #s soon as possibie. Ger-
man%] would be particularly grate-
ful, however, if the United States

would urgently recommend to its
merchant vessels to avoid the Brit-
{sh naval war zone, in any case
until the ecttlement of the flag
queation. Germany is inclined to
the confident hope that the United
States will he able to appreciate in
its ontire signifieance the heavy
battle which Germany 18 waging
for existence. and that from the
foregoing explanationa and prom-

1

| tignal law, snd so to rostore the

| eerning
| flag, and expresses the expectation

submarines. In  these
stances It would be very difficult
for submarines to recognize neus
tral merchant ships, for search in
most cases cannot be undertakern,
seeing thut in the case of a cCis-
guisad British ship from which an
attick may be expected the aenrch-
ing purty and the submarine would |
be exposed to destruction.

Girent Britain, then, was in a
position to make the Gormun mens-
ures illusory if the British merchant |
fleet persisted in the misuse of |
neutral Aags and neutral ships
could not otherwise be recognized
beyond doubt Germany, however,
being in & state of necessity,
whersin she was placed by viols
tion of law, must render effective
hef measures in all cireumstnnces,
in order thershy to compel her nd-
versary to adopt methods of war-
fare corresponding with interna

circum- |

freedom of the sean, of which (er-
many at all times iy the defender
and for which she to-day is fight-
ing.
Germany therefore rejoices that
the United States has made repre-
sentations to Great Brilain con-
the illegal use of their

that this procedure will foree Great
Hritain to respect the American
flag in the future. In this expecta-
tion. commanders of German sub-
marines have been instructed, as
already mentioned in the note o
February 4, to refrain from violent
petion apaipst American morchant

vessels so far as these can be rec- |
ognized.

VAL CONVOYS

[ ipes it will aequire full under-
standing of the motives and the
| Wims of the measures announced by
| Germany.
| Germanv repents that it has now
| resolved upon the projected meas
| urea only uvnder the stroncest
‘ necessity of national self-defence,
[

aueh measures having been de-
ferred out of considerntion for
neutrals.

If the United States, in view of
the weight which it is justifled in
throwine and able to throw into the
cnles of the fatc of peopley, should
sueeped at the last moment in ve-
moving the grounds which make
thut procedurs an obligatory duty
for Germany, and if the American
government in particular should
And a way to make the Deelaration
of London respected—on behall
also of those powers which are !
| fighting on Germany's side “and
thereby make possible for Germany
legitimate importation of the nee-
essaries of life and industrial raw
| material, then the German govern-
ment could not too highly appreci-
ate such a serviee, rendered in the
interests of humane methods of |
warfure, and would glad'y draw |
| eonclusions from the new situa-
| tion.

FRIENDLY RELATIONS |

CALLED

Count von Heventlow, the German
naval eritic, comments in to-day's is-
e of the “Berliner Tages-Zeitung” on
the answer of the German government
10 the Ameriean note on the subject of
the marine war zone around Great
Brituin.

The writer declares that the tone of
the German note, in spite of the tone
of the American communication, shows
that Germany is prepared to go to the
utimost limit4 compatible with the situ-
ation, No fault ean be found with the
declaration in the Gorman
Count von Reventlow declares, that the

German government, like the American, |

desires to prevent occurren.es which
Lcould disturb existing {riendly rela-
tions,

“One can read only with pleasure
[those purts of the Gerra.n pnswer
which refer to American supplies to
| England wnd France” the writer suys.
1 “We wdd to this that these shipments
{ of weapons to our enemies have flled
| public opinion in Germany with deep
ndigation and bitterness against the
United Siates. Statiztics of the amount
| of these _ipments show that the Ger-
| mans sre not now justified in spenking
of friendly relations.”
| Count von [Ieventlow then refers to
i the government's assumption that neu-
| trals do mot intend to offer opposition
| to the forcible suppression of the wen-
'Eun trade with Germany's enemies, and
| he says that even if the German gov-
| ernment

finds
| this

self-evident musumption, it will
curry its firm deeision through to the
end

“Submarine eommundera,” the wrier
gots on to say, “have been instructed to
avoid damaging Ameriean ships recog-
nizable as auch, but it must be pointed
| out that Ameriean ships will be recog-
{ nizable ax such only when .hey ure ac-
| compunied by American warships. To
assume that American flags make ships
| recogniznble and assure thair safety
| would be & gross musconception of the
| note »
| Good Impression Hoped For.
The “Nationa Zeitung” says it be-

f11

stand this is n life struggle for Ger-|

| many and that the friendiy though firm
| tone of the German answer will make

unawer,

itself dizappointed in |

UNJUSTIFIED

in wenkly complinnce or fear, as plain-
1y is hoped in Washington.”

The “Tigliche Pundichau” rays that
neutrals must either compel Great
Britain to fight fairly, or clie keep
their ships out of the war zone. Amer-

| icans can have thuir ships convoyed by
war vessels, If they Jen't want to do
that, they can kt-ug as far fiom this
war zone as they have from the war
zone declared by Great Britain,

The Kilnisehe Zeitung" declares the
German point of view cannot be pre-
sented more earnestly than it is in this
note, and &t the sime time in & more

coneiliatory manner, [t meets Amer-
icu’s wishes ar far &s possible, espe- |
' cinlly with the advice to have warsuips |
convoy merchant vessels, |
| The other side of the note, however,
leaves no doubt of Germany's unalter-
able resolve to retaliate against the
| “barbarism of England" now that the
neutrals have shown themselves un-
| willing or unable to make Great Brit-
[ min respect international law. “After
| this note,” the “Koelnische Zeitung”
| says, in conelusion, “whoever misunder-
| stands the purpose and the manner of
| the German course is no longer neutral
in our eyes."

| The “Morgenpost” says the German
| note leaves no doubt of Germany's in-
tention of exercising its rights and
| making reprisals on Great Britain,
Neuotrals must understand that all Ger- |
many desires this course and that it|
will ‘be earried through without weak |
| scruples. |
| The “Vossische Zeitung” says the |
| note does not make use of the excited
| tone indulped in by America when u
| single whipload of weapons was deliv-
| ered in Mexico by Germany. The eam-
munication leaves no doubt tknt Ger-
! many will follow the course luid down
! Febmsrﬁ i

' The “Kreuz Zeitung” says the note
| will be received with satisfaction by
{all Germans, While the American
point of view could not be shared, Ger-
| many Las met ..merica's desires as far
as porsible. “We believe it will be pos-
| sible for the American government,”
[ this paper says. “to use the brid

away with all difficulties.” |

Amsterdam ivia London), Feb. 18 —
"¢ Germany had only to do with the|

RUSSIANS POUR

! 64,000 PRISONERS,

1lnvad.@rm Threaten Railways to

! and Grodno,
| northeast

| length,

tof her

MEN IN T0 HOLD
200-MILE. LINE

Reinforcements Rushed to
Check Advance of Foe
in Far North,

GERMANY'S CLAIM

Warsaw—Czernowitz Now
Occupled by Austrians. |
Petrograd, Feb, 18- As the Russian

eolumns, now in their own terrlmryl
after their retreat from Eact Prussia, |

| are retiring mors slowly, atrong rein-|
| forcements are being rushed from the |

interior to ald them !n checking the|
Germun sdvance on thé 200 mile front/|

| acroxa the Russian provinces of Vilna |

This front ia far to the|

: of Warsaw and near the
ruilways leading to the Polish ca ftal, |
1a the Carpathians heavy fighting)

continue

and the Russians, according |
to the official reports, have repulsed all
the Aus German attacks. In Buke-
wing the Austrinns, with their German

support, pushing weross the country,
have oceupicd Kolomea, in Galicia,
about sixteen miles north of the Buko-
wina frontier.

The Russians evacunted Czerowitz,
the eapitul of Bukowina, on the River
Pruth, early yesterday morning, ac-
cording to relinble unoflicial dispatches,
The official report merely atates that
the army has retired across the Pruth.|
The official announcement from Vienna |

| announces the Austrian occupation ufl

the town,
Germans Afler Railways. 1
The German advance from East Prus- |
sia upon the towns of Kovno aad
Grodno appears designed to cut the
railroad communientions to Warsaw,
the capital of Russian Poland, rather
than to bi an effort to take the Russian
fortified positions in that territory.
Along the Plock to Niemen line, a
little short of two hundred miles in
there has been intermittent,
fighting. From &ll the towna in this
distriet, which is the nost populous of
the empire, the civil population i= 1l
ii.g, thronging the highways and rail-
rouds, The latter are offering the best
service pocsible to transport the in-|

| habitants to places of snfcty in the in-

terior.

The German advance guards are re-
ported to have proceeded ‘rom Aue,
witstowo toward the ruilroad between
Grodno and  Bislfstok end to have
resched within twelve miles of the for-
mer place, where they are snid to hive |

| been chackel by the Russians, |

Truffic on the Petrogrud-Warsaw line |
through Vilne has been temporarily|
suspended for military purposes, I

Take Chance on Thaws. |

The Germans also ure reported to
be attempting to break through be-
tween Kovno and Groduo, taking ad-
vantage of the [frozen Augustowo

| marshes and Niemen River, and fucing

the possibility of an early thaw, which
might leave them at the merey of the
Russlans, as during a previous similar
advance in the early fall, when the|
swamps made the country impassable,

The line to the north of Warsaw, of |
Plonsk, Nowo-Gorgiewsk and Sisrck is
vell defended. |
_On the southern front, between the
Gorman  column  advancing toward
Mesolaboreh and the foree moving on
Wyshkow, there are virtually no troops
of either aide. Around Mesolaborch
the Russlans are successfully holding
their positions and st several points
have repulsed the Germans,

Germans Capture 64,000
Prisoners in East Prussia

Berlin {via London), Feb, 18.—The
official report on the progress of the
fighting given out in Berlin to-day says
that the Russians taken prisoner by
the Germans in Euwst Prussia now
amount to 64,000 men.

The President of the Province of |
East Prussin, st Koenigsberg, has re-
veived the following telegram from
Emperor Williem, who has been on the
eastern battle front;

“The Russianx are completely beaten.
Our beloved East Prussia is free from |
the enemy.” {

ANOTHER GERMAN
DIRIGIBLE FALLS

Eleven of Crew Saved Oﬁ]

Jutland Coast—Men of V. C. FOR IRISHMAN, | Boat Brings Crews,

L-3 Interned. !

I_Lnndpn. Feb, 18 —According to two|
dispatehes {rom different sources re-|
o
German nirship wax deatroved to-day.
The vessel went down inte the water
off the west coast of Jutland, Denmark.

One dispateh says the airship was
of the Parseval type. It reported all
the crew suved. |

The other telegram says that the|
pircraft was & Zeppelin and that eleven
crew were saved and fol.l.(i

drowned,

According to a Reuter dispatch from
Copenbugen, eleven Germans yesterday
presented themselves &t the const|

eves the United States will under-| pointed out in this note and thus do|guard station north of Blasvand, on

the west const of Jutland. They said!
they belonged to a Zeppelin which had
denconded at a plasce on the coust!

which it was impossible to recognize |

| & good impreasion, the more so because United States” says the Amsterdam |on wccount of the snowstorm |

| Germany, st the same time, gives the
| United States the friendly advice to
| have warehips nccompany youuele

| The “Berliner Tageblatt" ealls Ger-
| many's answer, “in its form, in jts
friendly tone and in its calm firmness
nn excellent document.” It says it re-
moves every excuse for misunderstand-
ing of the German declaration of Feb-
rusry 4 us being directed against ' giti-
mate commerce. President Wilsor, thir
paper suys, cannot expect that werpon
shipments of Americans to the enemies
of Germany will be allowed to [ass,
nor can he deman. that American
ships be protected from the consze-
quences of
th. American flug. The answer .xceeds
tie demsnds of courtesy by pointiug
out to Ame.ica s way of insuring the
sufety of her ships, namely, by a con-
voy of warships.

“We can only hope that the United

States,” the “Tageblutt"” continues,
“may understand the spirit bre. thed by
| the German note, which goes beyond
itho limits set by mere courteay.”

“Die Post” says the German govern-
ment does not recede sne hair's breadth
from the measures announe: for Feb-

| ruary 18, Neutrals, especially in the
United Stutes, are aguin warned to keep
| their nhl'[u awny from the war zon.
| “Americ's blu
could mssume respousibility for the en-
| dungering er destruction of American

| ships,” “Die Post” says, “is fotly re-|

jeeted. The unswer will not fail of its
purpose if it eor inces the Washington
government thie Jeither the German
people nor their leaders will give way

i

Grent Britain's _iisuse of |

assumption that we

aaf,” “this answer would per-
haps have been drawn up in mmowhnt|
| kindlier terms, It is, however, o ques-
tion of intimidating at the same time al
number of small neighboring countries |
where every corcession is regarded as
a sign of weakness. |
“As ususl, the German diplomat is|
hiding behind the rattling aword of the |
i militariet. The eves of 4l neutral
states in Western Europe sre now fixed |
on Washington, and their owners are|
""!T'““E the next move of President|
vil2on.

[ “Tele

By Cable to The Tribune ]
Christianis, Feb. 18,—The German
Minister at Christiania, Count Obeun- |
dorff, to-day published the following
announcement: |
“England has proclaimed our merei-!
less annihilation, fighting not only our
armies but still more by évery means
our pesceful population by wanting to
starve us. Agninst this new and un-|
precedented method of warfare we de- |
fend ourselves with weapons, striking
our adversary’'s most vulnerable point.
We seek him at home off the British|
const. Next week will see embittered |
fighting there, and no neutral ship
should brave the danger. We ean no
more offer neutral ships any security,

]

Eneland having lowered the Union
' Juek und showing us only neutral
colors.”

Norwegian shipowners do not fear
| German mines, but should the threat-
| ened blockade hinder Norway's trade
, with Great Hritain Norway will also
I stop all trade with Germany.

| peteh from Copenhngen.

| when, on aceount of motor lrnubleillt
ip

_ Fodrteen members of the crew of the
Zeppelin dirigible which was reported
yesterday as destroyed by an explo-|
gion on Fauoe leland were rescued, and |
will be interned by the Danish au-|
thorities, snys wn ecarlier Reater dis-|
t ! The Zeppelin
was cruising over the island with an- |
other dirigible, when it caught fire,|
and was compelled to deseend, land- |
ing bafore the explosion took place.

The destroved Zgppelin waa the L-3. |
one of the largest in commission, She |
was completed in 1914 and was 660
feet long, had a diameter of 61 feet|
and displaced 32 tons. Her four me- |
tors supplied T20-horsepower and she’
hud a speed of forty knots. {

It is stated that the captain, in an/|
uncontrollable fit of rage at the pros-
pect of being interned in Denmark
until the end of the war, and also to|
prevent the discovery of Zeppelin se-
crets, deliberately burned the airship. |

Amsterdam, Feb. 18.—A dispateh re-|

| eeived here from Berlin confirms the | miral von Tirpits,

reported losa of the Zerlpclm L-8. This |
UiesEREe SAys the airship was recon-|
roitring on the west coust of Jutland,)

came down during a storm. The &
was lost, but all the members of the
crew were saved,

Mine Sinks Norwegian Ship,

London, Feh, 18 —The Norwegisn
steamer Nordeap, it is reported, has
struck a German mine in the Bale
Sea and foundered. All her crew

i

Avenue site.

of design.

A wood shack

on Fifth Avenue

[t is just as conceivable, or as inconceivable, the

the Equitable Building could be anything but o
building of impressive architecture and

construction, as it is to suppose that a
owner would erect a wood shack on a

The Equitable Building, erected on one of the |
costliest and most famous sites in the world, had
to be worthy of its location, and there is no com.
mercial structure in the world to-day which sup. |
passes it in quality of workmanship and dignity |

Leases now being made from May I, 1915.

Equitable Building

Temporary Office, 27 Pine Street

6{1

costly l'-"m- _

¥
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| was given him for rescuing,
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Spring Modes—

TAILLEUR SUITS—for petite women—ior womes
of usual size—and for women accustomed lohnﬁ X

sizes made to order—

Belted and many-pocketed Tramping Suits and lﬂ
models from French designs— !

COATS—Outing styles of goline, English mixtures and new
loose-weave “nub”  materials— Cinservative styles of Engish
covert and whipeord, for wear over daytime dresses—and Momwr
or Steamer Caats to give comfort for the trip by land or sea.

FROCKS AND GOWNS for day or evening in msdernized
vevalutionary mo ¢t and the new Wilhelmina effects,
and two-tone gros de Londres, silk gabardine, cachemire de saie

and delightful figured siks.

BLOUSES in dainty lace effscts—talored tub silk and taffets
louses, in stupes and checks—also Tailleur styles of sk
mocvellieax and plain or embroidered handkerchief linens m .

554— 566 e 568 Fifth Avenus,

& Go,

467 a de
No 4TSI g

™

of plin

white, colored and strp» effects—$7 to $15. o8
i e
™

Rem ining Winter Styles must be closed
out regardless of former prices, in

most instances Less Than Half.

»
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“REPLY AN INDICTMENT
OF U. S. GOVERNMENT’

[By Cable to The Tribune.]

London, Feb. 19.—An editorisl in
“The Duily News"” deseribes Germany's
reply to the American note as a curious
document. Conunuing,
BEYS:

the editorial

“It is at once a reflection on the in-|

telligence of America and an indict-
ment of the conduct of the American
avernment. Germeny show1 contempt
'or America’s understanding by the ex-
planation she gives of the decision to
udopt tacties which violate tne dictates
of international law and humanity
slike. England has drivea her to this,
she says, ﬁy cutting off her foud sup-
ply and supplies of raw materinl. The
simple fuet is, England has not even
yet declared food contraband, while the
only raw materials which she stopped
from entering Germany are those which
have definitely a military use.

“The German indictment against the
United States has two counts—that the
Americun government has not com-
pelled the Allies to adopt a naval policy
agreeabla to Germany and has not pre-
vented American munufacturers ex-
portin
The reply which t
ment can and presum
that, far from being guilty of unneu-
tral conduet,

perished. The Nordeap was a :
of 392 tons and was owned by Wran-

gell & Co, Haughesend.
e st izl O

ARMY IN HIMSELF

London, Feb. 18.—Among the Britisa

toria Cross was swarded to-day is one,
Lance Corporal Michael Leary, of the
Irish Guards, who, the official report
says, “practislly captured the enemy’s
position by himself and prevented the
rest of the attacking srmy from being

fired upon.”

At Cuinchy, near La Basaée, on Fe
ruary 1, Leary, sccording to the officia
nccount, formed one of & storming party
which sdvanced agai
trenches. 1@ rushed
killed five Germuns who were holding
the first barricade, after which he at-
tucked the second barricade, which he
captured after killing three Germans

and taking two others prisoners.
Licutenant Arthur Martin-Leake, of
the Royal Army Medical Corps, re-
ceived a clasp to the Victorla Cross, an
extremely unusual honer
Lieutenant Martin-Leake won the
Victoria Cross in the South African
war, and as this decoration is bestowed
orly once on an individual the clasp
while ex-
sed 10 & consiant fire, a large num-
r of wounded who were lying close
to the enemy's trenches at Zonnebeke
on November B,

GERMAN SUBMARINES
TO STREW MINES

[ Iy Cable tc The Triduns.)

Copenhagen, Feb. 18.—The Kaiser,
with Prince Henry of Prussia and Ad-
left Berlin to-day for
Wilhelmshaven, Helgoland and other
naval stations to direct the arrange-
ments for the blockade of Britf:h
waters.

It is reported that the Germans have
built 120 big mine-laying submarines
for this purpose during the last six
months. Every submarine s able to
carry more than one hundred mines,
which are placed on deck, so they can

be discharged quickly. The weight of
each mine 1s believed to be about 1,200
pounds.

| nullify the advantages accruing 10 the

| will aceept this role, she wi

g munitions of war to the Alliea. | that the destruction of
he American govern- |or citizens, wou
ably will make is rage involving the

it has preserved the end the

ed uere from Copennagen, another ! (meerg and soldiers to whom the Vie- |

b- | the sailing ships Sumatrd
1 | fred.

nat the German ) passen
to the front and | the Highland Bree,

l

|

atrictest neutrality. When it
the British practica s grievanes i
protested. In permitting the expors
tion of munitions of war it L
universal practice.

“The German government, indesd, ik
mits that there has been no formalvie
lation of meutrality. What it reslly
means is that the United [
ernment has not taken measures W

Aliies from their command of the s
That §s the role it allots to the Unitel
States, and Germany is good nl?l
promise President Wilson t L]
| be g
~iously pleased to refrain from
derous practices, as perilous to
can ships and civilisns 83 W Engist
ships and eivilians, i
“The German gm-ernrnent
expects no favorable reply to this
acteristic offer, so it sug
which American ships are to be
ly safeguarded. We may pretty
guess that the American

will see in this strange dip o
fort no reason for changing it8
merican thiph
1d be an mtolouﬂl‘
gravest peril to
peaceful relations between Gormasy

United States.”

—————— ‘::_'—:;
FOUR BRITISH SHIFS
SUNK BY KRONPRINZ

Passelﬂ-‘
and Men of Highland firae :;.}

to Buenos Ayres.

Buenos Ayres, Feb. 18.—The %
man =teamer Holger, which had
eived hore, feports that in ] :
and February the German
eruiser Kronprine Wilhelm, op‘:
on the northern coast of Brasil, ot
four British merchant vessels, o'
steamers Hemisphere and ’.:rﬂ'

Tte Holger has on
gers and ninety ©
the Bri
er proviously reported sunk by 8 g’
man warship, and the erewd
four ships sent to the boltom g
Kronprinz ~ Wilheim, twen po
from the Hemisphere, forty-seve pos

the Potaro, twenty-two from i
mntra and seven from the i ‘
The Kronprinz Wilhelm, “h- bt

North German Lloyd liner
operating against British .
men on the shipping routes
American ports since the first
of the war, The vessel left New

{

E
.
:

T

h{

August 3, ostensibl bound for w.
en, and sines her departure fl'= ot
American port her whe b:;.

been a mystery, except on
sion, when she was sighted
eruisers while transferring & earge
coal to the German cruiser K
off the Bahamas. Both Ge

sols eluded the British wa
—# :
A

ZEPPELINS TO AID
SUBMARINE RAIDS

{liy Cable ta The Trivuoe |

Amsterdam, Feb, 18.—1It I8
authoritatively that 1
carrying her threa
combined
tion,
in the North
formution from
Linden cafés and restau
filled all day with
ing special bulleting

by
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