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ly in Tone, Puts Off Final Reply

Berlin (via Londen), May 31.—The following i the text
of the German note:

The undersizned has the honor lo submit to Ambassador
Gerard the following answer to the communication of May 15
regarding the injury to American interests through German sub-
marine warfare,

The imperial government has subjected the communication
of the American government to a thorough investigation. It en-
tertains also a keen wish to co-operate in a frank and friendly way
in clearing up a possible misunderstanding which may have arisen
in the relations between the two governments through the events
mentioned by the American government.

Regarding, firstly, the cases of the American steamers Cush-
ing and Gulflight. The American Embassy has already been in-
formed that the German government has no intention of submit-
ting neutral ships in the war zone which are guilty of no hostile
acts to attacks by a submarine or submarines or aviators. On
the contrary, the German forces have repeatedly been instructed
most specifically to avoid attacks on such ships.

If neutral ships in recent months have suffered through the
German submarine warfare, owing to mistakes in identification,
it is a question only of quite isolated and exceptional cases, which
can be attributed to the British government's abuse of flags, to-
gether with the suspicious or culpable behavior of the masters of
the ships.

The Germen government, in all cases in which it has been

was damaged bv German submarines or aviators, has expressed
regret over the unfortunate accident, and if justified by conditions
has offered indemnification.

An investigation of both cases is in progress, the result of
which will presently be communicated to the embassy. The in-
vestigation can, if necessary, be supplemented by an international
call on the international commission of inquiry, as provided by
Article 1! of The Hague agreement of October 18, 1907.

When sinking the British steamer Friaba the commander of
the German submarine had the intention of allowing the passen-
gers and crew a full opportunity for a safe escape. Only when
the master did not obey the order to heave to, but fled and sum-
moned help by rocket signals, did the German commander order
the crew and passengers by signals and megaphone to leave
the ship within ten minutes. He actually ailowed them twenty-
three minutes' time and fired the torpedo only when suspicious
craft were hastening to the assistance of the Falaba.

Regarding the lose of life by the sinking of the British pas-
senger steamer Lusitania, the German government has already
expressed to the neutral governments concerned its keen regret
that citizens of their states lost their lives. |

On this occesion the imperial government, however, cannot |
escape the impression that certain important facts having a direct
bearing on the sinking of the Lusitania may have escaped the
atlention of the American government.

In the interest of a clear and complete understanding, which
is the aim of hoth governments, the imperial government con-
siders it first necessary to convince itself that the information ac-
cessible to both governments about the facts of the case is com- |
plete and in accord.

The government of the United States proceeds on the as-
sumption that the Lusitania could be regarded as &n ordinary
unarmed merchantman. The imperial government allows itself
in this connection to point out that the Lusitania was one of the
largest and fastest British merchant ships, built with government
funds as an auxiliary cruiser and carried expressly as such in the
“Navy List' issued by the British Admiralty.

It is further known lo the imperial government from trust-
worthy reports from its azents and neutral nassengers that for a
considerable time praciically all the more 1aluable British mer-
chantmen have been equipped with cannon and ammunition and
other weapons and manned with persons whe have been specially
trained in serving guns. The Lusitania, too, according to infor-
mation received here, had cannon aboard which were mounted
and, concealed below decks.

The imperial government, further, has the honor to direct
the particular attention of the American government to the fact
that the British Admiralty, in a confidential instruction issued in
February, 1915, recommended its inercanule shipping not only
to seek protection under neutral flags and distinguishing marks,
but also, while thus disguised, to attack German submarines by
ramming. As a special incitation to merchantmen to destroy sub-
marines, the British government also offered high prizes and has
already paid such rewards.

The imperial government, in view of thesa facts, indubitably
known to it, is unable to regard British merchantmen in the zone
of naval operations specified by the Admiralty staff of the German
navy as “‘undefended.” German commanders consequently are
no longer able to ohserve the cuslomary regulations of the prize
law, which they hefore always followed.

Finally, the imperial government must point out particularly
that the Lusitania on its last trip, as en earlier occasions, carried
Canadian troops and war material, including no less than 5,400
cases of ammunition intended for the destruction of the brave
German soldiers who are fulfilling their duty with self-sacrifica
and devotion in the Fatherland's service.

The German government believes that it was acting in justi-
fied sclf-defence in seeking with all the means of warfare at ita
disposal to protect the lives of its soldicrs by destroying ammuni-
tion intended for the enemy.

The British shipping company must have been aware of the
danger to which the passengers aboard the Lusitania were ex-
posed urder these cenditions. The company in embarking them
notwithstanding this attempted deliberstely to use the lives of
American citizens as protection for the ammunition aboard and
acted against the clear provisions of the American law, which
expressly prohibits the forwarding »f passengers on ships carry-
ing ammunition and provides a penalty therefor. The company,
thercfore, is wantonly guilty of the death of so many passengers.

There can be no doubt, according to the definite report of
the submarine's commander, which is further confirmed by all
other information, that the quick sinking of the Lusitania is pri-
marily attributable to the explosion ot the ammunition shipment,
caused by a torpedo. The Lusitania’s passengers would other-
wise, in all human probability, have been saved.

The imperial government considers the above mentioned
facts important enough to recommend them to the attentive ex-
amination of the American government.

The imperial government, while withholding its final deci-
sion on the demands advanced in connection with the sinking of
the Lusitania until receipt of an answer from the American gov-
ernment, feels impelled, in conclusion, to recall here and now
that it took cognizance with satisfaction of the mediatory pro-
posals submitted by the United States government to Berlin and
Loadon as a basis for a modus vivendi for conducting the mari-
time warfare between Germany and Great Britain. The imperial
government, by its readiness to enter upon a discussion of these
proposals, then demonstrated its good intentions in ample fashion.
The realization of these proposals was defeated, as is well known,
by the declinatory attitude of the British government.

The undersigned takes occasion, et cetera. JAGOW.
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FULL TEXT OF GERMAN NOTE ON LUSITANIA |Firm and Prompt Answer Ex-

pected to Show Wilson
Wants No Delay.

ANNOYANCE NOT CONCEALED

Diplomats See Only

Attempt by Berlin

to Gain More Time During Height
of the Balkan Crisis.

[From The Tribune Bureau.]
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GERMANY SEEKS '
BASIS OF FACT, "
- SAYS VON JAGOW

'Hopes Common Ground,
Can Be Found for
Further Discussion.

Berlin (via London), May 30— Gott-
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