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FULL TEXT OF GERMAN NOTE ON LUSITANIA \
Berlin (via London), May 31..The following -s the tex

of th«*- German note:
The undersigned has the honor to submit to Amhassadoi

Gerard the following answer to the communication of May IE

regarding the injury to American interests through German sub
marine warfare.

The imperial government has subjected the communication
of the American government to a thorough investigation. It en¬

tertains also -, keen wish to co-operate in a frank and friendly way
in clearing up ri possible misunderstanding which may have arisen
in th'* relations between the two governments through the events
mentioned by the American government.

Regarding, firstly, the cases of the American steamers Gush¬
ing and Gulfiight. The American Embassy has already been in¬
formed lhat the German government has no intention of submit¬
ting neutral ships in the war zone which are guilly of no hostile
act3 to attacks by n submarine or submarines or aviators. On
the contr-iry, the German forces have repeatedly been instructed
most specifically to avoid attacks on such ships.

If neutral ships in recent months have suffered through the
German submarine warfare, owing to mistakes in identification,
it is a question only of quite isolated and exceptional cases, which
can be attributed to the British government's abuse of flags, to¬

gether with the suspicious or culpable behavior of the masters of
the ships.

The Germe,n government, in all cases in which it has been
shown by its investigations that a neutral ship, not itself at fault,
was damaged bv German submarines or aviators, has expressed
regret over the unfortunate accident, and if justified by conditions
has offered indemnification.

An investigation of both cases is in progress, the result of
which will presently be communicated to the embassy. I he in¬

vestigation can, if necessary, be supplemented by an international
call on the international commission of inquiry, as provided by
Article H! of The Hague agreement of October 18, 1907.

When sinking the British steamer F.'laba the commander of
the German submarine had the intention of allowing the passen¬

gers and crew a full opportunity for a safe escape. Only when
the master did not obey th«* order to heave to, but fled and sum¬

moned help by rocket signals, did the German commander order
the crew and passengers by signals and megaphone to leave
the ship within ten minutes. He actually allowed them twenty-
three minutes' time and fired the torpedo only when suspicious
craft were hastening to {he assistance of the Falaba.

Regarding the losr of life by the sinking of the British pas¬

senger steamer Lusitania, ihe German government has already
expressed to the neutral governments concerned its keen regret
that citizens of their slates lost their lives.

On this occasion the imperial government, however, cannot1

escape ihe impression that certain important facts having a direct

bearing on the sinking of the Lusitani*. may have escaped the
attention of the American government.

In the interest of a clear and complete understanding, which
is the aim of both governments, the imperial government con¬

siders it first necessary to convince itself that the information ac¬

cessible to both governments about the facts of the case is com¬

plete and in accord.
The government of the United States proceeds on the as¬

sumption that the I.usitania could be regarded as an ordinary
unarmed merchantman. The imperial government allows itself
in this connection to point out »hat the Lusitania was one of the

largest and fastest British merchant ships, built with government
funds as an auxiliary rruiscr and carried expressly as such in the

"Navy List" issued bv the British Admiralty.
I

It H further »known lo the imperial «roverr.ment from trust

worthy report» from i's a-rents an.! neutra' »lassengers that for .

considerable time practically all the more « aluable British mer

chantmen have been equipped with cannon «ml ammunition anc

other weapons ,-ir.rl manned with per«ons who have been speciallj
trained in serving guns. The Lusit-inia, too, according to infor
mation received here, had cannon aboard which were mouniec

and, concealed below decks.
The imperial government, further, has the honor to direel

the particular attention of the American government to the facl
that the British Admiralty, in a confirlcnlial instruction issued in
February, 191'S, reco:nm«'nd'.d itr. iner-aniilc shipping not only
to seek protection under neutral flag*: and distinguishing markt,
but also, while thus disguised, to attack German submarines by
ramming. As a special ¡pcitation to merchantmen to destroy sub¬
marines, the British government also off-Ted high prizes and has

already paid such rewards.
The imperial government, in view ot thes? facts, indubitably

known to it, is unable to regard British merchantmen in the zone

of naval operations specified by the Admiralty staff of the German

navy as "undefended." German com nanders consequently ar-i

no longer able to observe the customary r.-gulations of the prize
law, which they before always followed.

Finally, the imperial government mint point out particularly
that the I.usitania on its last trip, as on earlier occasions, carried
Canadian troops and war material, including no less than 5,400
cases of ammunition intended for the destruction of the brave
German soldiers w'10 are fulfilling their duty with self-sacrifice
and devotion in the Fatherland's «ervicc.

The German government believes that it was acting in justi¬
fied self-defence in seeking with all the means of warfare at its

disposal to protect the lives of its soldiers by destroying ammuni¬

tion intended for the enemy.
The British shipping company must have been aware of the

danger to which the passengers aboard :he Lusitania were ex¬

posed ur.'t.r theie i:c>id;li»>ns. The company in embarking them

notwithstanding this attempted deli'ier-itcly to use the lives of
American citizens as protection for the ammunition aboard and
acted against the clear provisions of the American law, which

expressly prohibits the forwarding ~>f passengers on ships carry¬

ing ammunition and provides a per tlty therefor. The company,

therefore, is wantonly guilty of the death of so many passengers.
There can be no doubt, accoiding to the définit«* report of

the submarine's commander, which is further confirmed by all

other information, that the quick »inliin"; of the Lusitania is pri¬
marily attributable to the explosion ot the ammunition shipment,
caused by a torpedo. The Lusitania's passengers would other¬

wise, in ail human probability, have been saved.
The imperial government considers the above mentioned

facts important enough to recommend them to the attentive ex¬

amination of the American government.
The imperial government, while withholding its final deci¬

sion on the demands advanced in connection with the sinking of
the Lusitania until receipt of an answer from the American gov¬

ernment, feels impelled, in conclusion, to recall here and now

that it took cognizance with satisfaction of the mediatory pro¬

posals submitted by the United States government to Berlin and

London as a basis for a modus vivendi for conducting the mari¬
time warfare between Germany and Great Britain. The imperial
government, by its readiness to enter upon a discussion of these

proposals, then demonstrated its good intentions in ample fashion.
The realisation of these proposals was defeated, as is well known,
by the declinatory attitude of the British government.

The undersigned takes occasion, et cetera. JAGOW.

MEMORIAL DAY. 1915: TO THE MEMORY OF 108 AMERICANS WHO DIED ON THE LUSITANIA, MAY 7, 1915.

Ttii» picture was taken in Ihr itltttl of Qlt»en»Urwn and sho«»8 one of the Ameri.-an d«ad DOT« to burial. ( Reprinted ir.-rr The Tribune of May 24.)

Firm and Prompt Answer Ex¬
pected to Show Wilson

Wants No Delay.
ANNOYANCE NOT CONCEALED

Diplomats See Only .Attempt by Berlin
to Gain More Time During Height

of the Balkan Crisis.
[From The Tribune Bureau.]

Washing-ton. May 80.- The unofficial copy of Germany's reply to the.
American noto on th« Lusitania, as received here t-O-night, served to in¬

crease the irritation and tension caused by the synopsis last night Th^t
the reply has aroused anger and resentment among Fome of
i? unconcealed.

It was pointed out that Germany, instead of complying with Presi¬
dent Wilson's suggestion that it disavow the sinking of «lie Lu-itania,
justifies the act on the ground of self-defence ir see'.:Í!».cr to p-
pmmunition from jroing to the enemy. Moreover, the reply asserts that
German commanders are no lonjzer able to observe the rogu-
lations of the prias law, the exruse beint» ir.stru.*" n the mer¬

chantmen by the British government
President Wilson went to bed early to-right, and if he has d

mined on the substance of hi- answer to Germanv's reply no on«
himself knows it. The official copy of the reply «ivas - at 'he
State Department shortly before 11 oVlo.-k. The President, however,
left instructions that he was not to he disturbed. Tne note will be <le-
ciphered and the official text laid before him before noon to-morrow.

GERMANY SEEKS
BASIS OF FACT,
SAYS VON JAGOW

Hopes Common Ground
Can Be Found for
Further Discussion.

Rerun fvis London ), Mav W. Gott¬

lieb von .Tagow, the imperial German

Foreign Secretary, to-iiav received the
correspondent of The Associated Pre»»
and outlineil the reason« which im-

relied the ('erman trovernment to ser.'l
an ad interim note to the United States

trovernment, instead of a fina! a-id defi-

nite replv to the American ^presenta¬
tions regarding the I.usi'ania stl I

other »hioi that have been torpedoed
and Germany's submarine rolicv.
"The issues involved." i-ai 1 Hsrt von

Jagnw. "ar«* of »uch importanc«», and
the view» in regard to th<* I.usitania
show »«jch variance, that ths (ierman
srovernment believed it essential to at¬

tempt to establish a common basis of

fact before entériner into a discussion
of the issues involved.
"We hope and trust that the Arr.«r

ican government will take the "amf

view of the cas« and let us know in

what points their understanding of the
difftrs from the German view¬

point as set forth in »he note, and ii

wha* points they agree, before looking
for a direct answer to their enmmuni-
CSt ^on.

Rasi» of Fart Sought,

"Th« American note, of course,

l<*a\es the ars*" open fo>* a preliminnrv
discussion of the situation, as sug-

ges'od in the «ierman note. I hope
that such a common basis of fact,

once established, may serve a» the

ground work for further converts-

tions."
The minister was unwilling; to irivej

a more definite outline to or to com-i

ment on the suggestion that an sr-l
rangement might be reached on a basis

of an inspection and certification by
the American government of panaenger

»hip» not carrying war cargoes, point-,
Ing on» that he did not feel entitled to

anticipate, as the other departments of

the government must be heard before'

suggestions could be definitely taken

up or di»cuased.
Herr von Jagow ««».pressed pleasure

at the newspaper announcement that
American I.¡ne ateamers were not car¬

rying contraband, bit he suggested the
sdvlssbilitf of s ipplementin«; auch
newspaper stateme-.ts by more definite
authonta'ive announceme:-.-1

German Proposal Repeated.

P.eplyin», to a HWSStlS-**, Ran von

Jagow asid that Germany from the
outset had been willing to abandon her
submarine »ar against merchan.men
in response tl a return by t reat Rrit-
am to the regulations of war regarding
contraband generally accepte I hefor«-

| the war. the sMeiAc etMsiitioa
th 1/ung « ' the i-mbitrg«. on food-
stuffs and r.-.w materials now on the list
Bf eonditienal contraband It xi,,«

! Germsny's fault, but Great Britain's.
he aaid. that the well me*! t propoaala

< nnllourd on page at, roluma B

That the Preaiden'
frrnroa« h« well a« promptneil wa«
the npin on that prevailed here to-

r.ight. He asked Gen re ".:*¦
ibmarine "-»arfar«, against mn-

ciar.t «hip» on the ground of humanity
lit ice, and ta

int* «if the Lusitania. Tn<« «. - r«
ply, a« interpreted here, .«

«uch term.« a« to intimate that the
United State« ii itself pan I 'lame
for the di»a»ter, and that the it'

ment official« «vera :-A" ttllll s* tl I tru«

when they said the Lusitania
'inarmp.i merchant VI

H linon ts» Stand Firm.

Per«ons close to P .

have learned that he il det«
obi « n reparation for 1
victim« and assurance« of r<

American rights in futur« that,
g thia, he w« te
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¦wer a
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While is general
United
requeat for faeti with a I
the eircum«tanc-»« the
American no'e <.f Ma 13, the prompt-
neaa with which the reply will b«
patched is counted upa a« an
indication that the American govern¬
ment wishes an early aniser ard

«aire to engage in a protracted
diplomatic dii
Germany*! failure even to «ii«ru«« the

reparation demanded by the American
nota mid évasion af l
guarantees be given thai
leli and livei
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the Aassvleaa natioi Th.ie was ta
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Bryan ha« « gned sad saaurt that it hai
already sceepted tn«»e treatiei in prin-
cir'i.

Rr>an'«) Peace Tr»*afici.
The Bryan treatiei provide that there

be an agre« to declara
\ .r or begin ho*l rtag an in-

veatijgation. In .-« pair iaed by
.epartment an .rtule from

"Th. Amerirae Journal of International
Law" i» reprinted aa ah «ring the effect
of these tress ties to be »u h a. t<» cover

the Lusitania ca»e. It says! "It* pre«,
ence in many in«trument> oj this
u.II reinforce it» influence in this «¦««*.
and it will be harder i«i th« 'uture than
in ;he pa*t to refute tl»
mand of a fore.»,-' lid t),o


