
to his Cabinet to-morrow was a natter'
of wide conjecture to-night in official
nnd diplomatic quarters There was a

noticeable confidence, however, that as

l.erman> has failed to yteld In rr'n-
ciple or fact to the Amerean point n
view, the President would suggest a

course following logically the «trong

expressions in the note of May I».
Some of those familiar with the pos,

tioi. of high officials said the note to

he sent hv the Cnited States would

prohablv be very brief and would be

dispatched by Thursday, certi.mly be¬

fore the end of the present week.
The German government's request

for hi agreement on the facts as to

whether the I.usitania was a.med or

unarmed and whether the vessel's ».70-
trs \ioiated American law bv takin»
passengers on ships carrving munition.»
.f wai would be answered, it was

f»id. with the statement that an offi¬
cial investigation showed the ship car¬

ried oo guns, either mounted or un¬

mounted, and that it is not a violntion
of federal statutes to carr\ small arms

snd ammunition on passenger ships.
R. torating that the Lusltania,

therefore, -«as a peaceful merchant¬
man, entitled to the right of visit and
search and the transfer of her vas

«enge!» and crea to places of safetv
previous to any attempt to destroy anv

contraband of war aboard her. iri ac

cordanc« with prise law. the Cnited
State«, 't is believed. Will insist on a

.>wa! of such acts and a guaran¬
tee that (¡ermaii submarine warfare

be conducted in the 'uture along
humane linen. a««uring Av ricans of
III« BOfetx of tbeir lives and their
ship* on the bich seas.

Proposals on the part of Germanv
ti pre.tract the argument with affi¬
davit» alleged to be in the possession

C German K.!nhas»\ here to prove

that the Lusitanis canned guns will
Te< )>e considere,!, m view of official
knowledge here that the ship wn« un¬

armed. Moreover, the government is
expected to po:nt out that during ihe

discussion the American
steame, Nebraska)) has beer torpedoed
bv a German submarine.

Gulflight Showa Danger.
The admission of the Germen Ad-

miraltv, announced officinllv to. ay in
a repoit from Ambassador Gerard, that
.he cop-mander of tbe submarine which
t. rp»nrid 'he Gulfl-ght did "rot notice
the American flag" on the Gulflight
unt.l after he had fired the torpedo
is another circumstance to which it

iras thought probable the United States
would advert the second io> to

German) as proo-' rf the dang<r t >

which Ap.erican vessels were s i1' e ted
by the reckless t< thods of German
sir manne command« rs.

The conference between the Presi¬
dent and Count von Bernstorff was ar¬

ranged by the Inter after a visit to

Secretary Bryan. It is believed he
wishes to impress the President with
his desire to do everything possible to

svoid a rupture in friendly relation«
between Germany and the I'nited
States. The ambassador has had much
difficulty in communicating with his

,. <|,Tice, as the cabios are in
.voatHaion of the Allies, and some of
his friends state that his efforts to in¬
duce the German government to send a

conciliatory answer to the American
note of May 13 failed largely on that,
account.
The embassy officials did not talk

for publication, but there was a dis-
tinct disappointment manifest at both
the Austrian and German embassies
here at the character of the German
reply. Both amha*«adors were under-
«toorl to have endeavored to obtain a

reaponae that would satisfy the I'nited
There was some intimation

that the American note of May 13 !
might have been interpreted in Berlin
as meaning a demand for th«i cassation
of all submarine warfare against
enemy ships, instead of, as the noto
was intended to convey, a suggestion
for the modification of submarine ac

tivity so that non-con.'oatants and
r.eutrals would not be endangered. The
attitude of the German Foreign Office,
it was also hinted, might have been
due to the domination of the German
Admiralty and war staffs, because
diplomats are not so powerful now .is

in times of peace.
Another suggestion made hv well

¦med diplomat? M.« that the tier-
man government had become convinced
of a lived purpo«e o* the Cnited States
to remain at peace in any eventuality,
and that this impre-sion had followed
from the Washington government's
passive attitude toward Mexico.

Seeks to Learn Attitude.
There was a report current in diplo¬

matic circles to-night that the ambas¬
sador wiahed to elicit from the Presi¬
dent a deAnita idea of what he would
like to have the German government
do, and that Count von Brrnstorff,
moreover, niiL'ht seek to learn what the
position of 'he Cnited States would be
with reference to foodstuffs and ship-
ments of conditional contraband if Ger¬
many acquiesced in the views of the
Tinted Statea. It was believed, too,

that he probably would seek to impress
M the President the opportunity now

presented for the I'nited States to se¬

cure an adherence to international law
by the Al!;es as well as by Germany,
and thereby by gradual stages to point
the way to gener.il peace. Count von

Bemstorff is known '

to have told
friends that through an agreement on

the "freedom of the sea«" one of the
foundation stones for the restoration
of pea.e in Europe would he laid.
Prom all quarters familiar with the

Gorman point of view here the desire
of Germany to continue the negotia¬
tions watt apparent, the hope being that
further exchanges would bring the two
governments to closer understanding.
In the event of a deadlock over facts in
'he I.usitania case the suggestion of
reference of the dispute to The Hague
for arbitration has been mentioned fre
quently m Grrinan circles, but that
such a course would t>e unacceptable to

the United State« has been asserted by
of the advisers of President Wil¬

son.
In the event of another unfavorable

answer from Germany the severance
of diplomatic relations by the Cnited
States is regarded by many as the nat¬

ural step. Beyond that officials and
diplomats have indulged in little «pec¬
ulation so far.

GULFLIGHT ATTACK
GERMAN "MISTAKE"

Berlin Officially Admit- Sub-
marine Commander Though«

It British Boat.
;Kr~m 1r-» Tnï ma gateau.]

Washington, May SI. The German
government officially admitted to-day
that the attack on the American
steamer Gulflight by a German subma¬
rine was a "mistake." This means that
Germany will afford damages without
hrst instituting a prise court action, as
outlined in tie German circular of
»lay 11, The announcement of the
"mistake" was in a cable dispatch f n

Ambassador Gerard at Berlin to the
Stute Hcpartmvnt. It haul:
"The American Ambassador at Be: t,

reports that the chief of the Admiralty
staff. Admiral Hehnke, has Informed
him that the commander of .he subma¬
rine which sank the Gulflight did so

through a mistake, because two boat«
similar to tiawlers, one carrying wire¬
less apparatus, were apaientiv convoy¬
ing the Gulflight. The commander,
therefore, thought it a British boat,
and did not notice the American flag
on the stern until jost after giving th«
order to tire."

__

The GulfLglt was attaCKC.i m the
Eiiglis.li ( hannel or. May i, while bound
from Port Arthur, Tex., for Rouen,
France, with a cargo of oil. Two mem-
here of the crew were drowned whiie
taking to the boats, and the captain
died the following day from heart trou-
¦H brought on by his txperience. I

BERLIN WRITER
SAYS REPLY IS
NOT BACKDOWN

Perseu.s Declares Horror
Over Lusitania Will

Die Out.

GERMAN PAPERS HERE
CALL NOTE FRIENDLY:

"Opens Way to Further Discus¬
sion'" Insist United States

Ought To Be Satisfied.

Berlin, Maj II. All the newspapers
of Berlin publish to-day the German

government's answer to the Washing¬
ton communication on the I.usitnnia
incident, but" very few of them make

nr.y comment on it.

Captain Pcr-ius. naval expert of the
"Berliner Tageblatt." expresses thor¬
ough approval of the tone of Germany's
reply to t'.e United States.
The reply, says Captain Persius,

while comple'j'v friendly, leaves no

doubt of Ge n¦ v's firm determina-
tion to coi tinue her submarine war¬

fare unless Great Britain returns to

the principles of the London Declara¬
tion, tie p' 'es the American govern¬
ment on t e 'fensive to answer for
"the crimii,- ght-mindedness" which
allowed <ts citizens to sail on a steamer

earrvintr ammunition and exposed to

the attacks ef German submarines.
The attempt to pass the responsibility-
on to Germnnv. the writer savs. is an

old device of those whose consciences
are now shattered on Germany's firm

reph.
The writer snvs '-verv clear thinking

German will be pleased at the govern-
moat's moderate language, because too

brusque lancuaze toward any or all the

neutral countries would scarcely he ad¬
visable in an era when Germanv's ene¬

mies are eoing to everv length to win
their favor.

In conclusion Captain Persius savs:

"Time will pa«« and the opportunity
will be given for cooler, consideration
of the Lusitania case. The cries of
horror over American women and chil-
dren will die down, and 1 hope the
views of peaceful neutral persons will
rain the upper hand."
The "Bot-rse Zeitung" prints a mild

editorial article, reiterating that the
respons hilit.. for the loss of lives lies
with those who "took on bo'fced pas¬
sengers to use them to a certain extent
as hostage« nga.nst attack."
The "l'.ig.s Zeitung" publishes ex-!

tended comment from the pen of Count
von Reventlow, its v. riter on naval af¬
fairs, who says that the German reply,
with Germany's earlier assurances of,
willingnes- and good will, will er¬

roneously je taken to indicate prepara¬
tions to give ;n, and will lead to "a
more threaten ng" demand for obedi-
ence.

Submarine War to Go On.

To those wh. > expect signs of giving
in on the part of the submarine boats.
Count von Roventlov- .-¡uutes from the
war /one declaration of February 4 the
phrase winch warns vessels they ate

likely to b" torpedoeo, »nd he intimates
that this will be enfoiced in the future
as has been in the past.
The "We t am Montag" says: "Soon

after the torpedoing of the Lusitania
the United States filed a complaint
with Germany that sounded almost
threatening. More than twenty years
ago American diplomats won for them¬
selves the title of 'shirt-sleeved diplo¬
matists.' Consequently, one judges the
tone and the contents of the American
note by a standard different from that
customary in Europe. The German
government, therefore, has not become
excited ovci the Washington note; on
the contra y, It has replied in all calm-

German Papers Here
Call Note "Friendly"

( omme't, rom some of the Ger¬
man pap» the United States fol¬
lows:
CHICACO FREIE PRESSE. The

German government goes further in its
answer than our government in Wash¬
ington could have expected. Despite
the fact that the American government
cannot as... it positively that the Gulf-
light was 'ne ictim of a German tor¬
pedo and 'hut such proof might well be
demanded und< r international law, tier-
many agreed to demand proof, and
offered compensation for the loss of
the Gulilight This fact alone ought
«o pro\e tha- Germany ia in the high¬
est degree concerned in maintaining
friendly relat r»i s with our republic,
although sh. ha« long »cceived any-
thing but prt f such neutral friend-
hip.
GIN'CINNA PRE1E PRESSE The

German note lur.eous In tone and
th« hand is for a settlement of
differences, ,ie note does not say
that the American position is untena¬
ble. It merely <! nanda t^at the fact«
in the case be first established. It
takes the go. d old American view that
the complain must bring forth the
evidence ol t,. i uilt of the accused.
MILWAUKEE GERMAN HERALD

That the G( demand in regard to
establisning the facts is not only jus¬
tified but even necessary to reach a
result satisfying to the history of the
world seems clear, and as this demand
has been pr» rented in a most quiet
and friendlj ,a:iner. there seems to
be absolutely o cause for serious dif¬
ferences between the two countries.

"All To »!e Expected."
lilt AGO MG JDPOST The Amer¬

ican note really was an indictment
based solely ipon British and pro-
British testimony, and arked of Ger¬
many that she admit her guilt and do
penance withe t further ado. In view
of tins, the l.erman note is all that
wa« to hi expected.
INDIANAPOLIS DAILY TELE-

GRAPHTRIBUNF We believe that
the German ?' ' ment, through Mr.
ven .lago v, ha I -vered e\»ry ques¬
tion in tne T -.i. 'it's into «atisfac
tnrily except and on that one it
desires further information.

ST, LOI IS WESTLICHE POST The
President ha the right, j.fter careful
leflection, to dismiss the grounds sub-
mittod t" hin for a rehearing, but

. he mist accord them his most
re poctful attention and, before all
things, must not regard it as an in-
suit that a nation, striving fer its very
being, *er;« U justify its methods of
war. W. nencans, to whom the
call of 0>c « -ublie I« sacred, expect
toward d. .!..«. y neither sympathy nor;
generosity, onl, iustice.
MILWAUKEE SI NTINEL The i>r

man preliminary roplj is meant to
opon the wax t.. < 'hei discussion.i
It is a fair Inference from the cor!
tention as to *'ne character of the l.u«i-
tama that the is no intention of pur¬
suing auch sttacks ou passenger Fners
that Main rnemi lves to their proper
business of carrying pasjcngcrs.

OFFICIAL DEFENDER OF SUBMARINE vVAR.

Gottlieb von .lagow. the Kaiser's Min-I
i. 1er of Foreign Affairs, to whom has

fallen the task of defending the Gor-
man submarine war, is a young man, so

far a* diplomacy goes. He has been at
the head of the Foreign Office only
since 1913; previously for four yean

he was ambassador to Italy, ;ind for
Some years before he held minor diplo¬
matic post-, lln record was compara¬
tively unknown ami his elevation to
his present post mused wide surprise.
His biggest achievement before the
war was the renewal of the Triple \1-
¡iance, which Italy recently repudiated.

"QUIBBLE' AND "INSULT"
U. S. PRESS CALLS NOTE

fonllniiert from pBKe I

zens cannot legitimately be construed
as contingent upon a readjustment of
war conditions to meet the necessities
of Germany.
PITTSBURGH DISPATCH The

points raised may seem trifling com¬

pared to the main issue set forth in the
President*! note; but can we, as con¬

sistent advocates of the arbitration of
international questions, deny the fur¬
ther consideration which Germany
r.<ks?
BALTIMORF AMERICAN The Ger

man note is but n reiteration of propo¬
sitions concerning which the American
attitude has been stated definitely and
with a finality of conclusion from which
there is no retreating.

"Note Is r. Quibble."
LOUISVILLE CO MER-JOl RNAL

The German answer to the American
note is a quibble. Tie time ;s at hand
when the President n list meet the de¬
mands of his countrymen that nothing
must happen to t r.t I our majesty he¬
lare any other majesty anil that the
Cnited States shall lay down to bel¬
ligerents certain lights ami laws of
neutrality which they shall be required
to obey, if need be, by all the force we

are able to put in the Hold.
ST. LOUIS GLOBE-DEMOCRAT

No more unyielding a reply could have
been written with proper regard for
diplomatic tmo -ties.

CHICAGO JOURNAL The claim that
the Lusitania wai :ir armed vessel i»

an unmiataki n Insult to the Cnited
States, which cleared the ship || a

merchantman, but the request for an

investigation of circumstance! airead;
known to the civilized world is as

shiftj as it is insolent.
OMAHA BEE The diplomats of Wil

belmstrasse must have known the
note would not be satisfactory. lurther
correspondence may serve to relieve a

situation that just now seems seriou«.
INDIANAPOLIS STAR Level-headed

Americans will await the progress of
events with calmness. If Germany has
any facts or information to justify its
assumption that the Lusitania was
armed or carried explosives it should
be permitted to offer them.
DES MOINES TRIBUNE If the Gor¬

man contention is right the situation
¡s very different than it would be if the
F.nglish contention is sustained that
tie Lusitania was engaged in strictly
lawful commerce. In any event, there
should be a careful and painstaking de¬
termination of the exact status of the
Lusitania.

Skilful Procrastination.

FRESNO 'CAL. REPUBLICAN
Germany'« reply to President Wilson's
note is most oriental m its skilful pro-
crastination. It is now for President
Wilson to insist on a definite answer.

WASHINGTON STAR The German
reply procrastinates as to reparation
both in the Gulflight and Lusitania

j cases. The nation has confidence that
President Wilson will press vigorously
for the reparation to which we are en-

titled, and when that has been secured
will endeavor to bring about those ne¬

gotiations between the Cnited States,
Great Britain |»nd Germany v. h ich will
safeguard neutral rights against viola¬
tion by the belligerents.
NEW ORLEANS STATKS Ger¬

many's pitiful lack of tactful states¬
men, so often renn rked duiing the war

and responsible for her present isola¬
tion, again is reflected in the manner in
which she has met the American note.

CHARLESTON EVENING POST
The German reply to the American
note is a polite and almost .friendly no¬

tification to the United States that if
the contention made by Mr W'ijson's
recent note is put in the form of * de¬
mand the answer will be an emphatic
negative.

"I'nited States \\ ill Back Wilson."

MOBILE ALA. HEM Uncle Sam
is a plain, blunt citizen w o knows lit¬
tle and ca.es less about evasive diplo¬
macy. If Herr Jagow's note la a feel¬
er Germany Will not remain long in ig¬
norance that the whole American peo¬
ple are behind President Wilson.
KANSAS CITY (MO.) STAR There

is 'lothing in the German note to alter
the position of the Cnited States as set
forth m President Wilson's communi¬
cation of May 13. This government
would fail in its duty to hs citisons
and to the cause of humanity if it did
not stand by the terms of its great
protest.

IHATTANOOGA (TENN.) NEW s
The situation is by no means easy to

adjust, but we cannot see in it any
ground for apprehension that there will
be more than a war of "»ords.
MINNEAPOLIS (MINN.) JOURNAL

. The German note is } quibble, an

evasion, a pettifogi-mg argument about
minor details. The future course of
the United States is for President Wil¬
son to determine. We believe he vill
act with decision
CHICAGO DAIIA NEWS The Ger¬

man reply does not rise even to the
point of 'plausibility in its principal
contention that the I.us'tania was an
armed vessel The report of Collector
Malons i« sufficient re/utation. Even
more convincing is the failure of the
German government to protest to
Washington before the Lusitania sailed
from N'en York, although any facts
tending Ui prove tin carge that Ger¬
many now makes must have been
known to it at that time.

"Strict Accounting Now."
ATLANTA JOURNAL Germany's re¬

ply evades the vital principles at i-sue
and leaves the United States no alter¬
native hut positive action, unies per¬
chance Berlin, a' the eleventh hour, re-

dors and accedes to our original
demands, Germany must be, and will
be, held to strict accounting.
SEATTLE TIMES Since we have

been patient to an incredible degree
nothing will he lost through a conces¬
sion whereby the diplomatic represen¬
tatives of the two governments will
find out exactly what are the facts.

ST. LOUIS POST DISPATCH Hope
of n satisfactory adjustment, held out
in the German suggestion for arriving
at a common understanding of facts as
a preliminary to a final settlement, is
diminished by the spirit of the note.

PROVIDENCE JOURNAL It is
doubtful ¡f an. state paper from one

government to another m receñí gen¬
erations has evei fallen to such depths
of stupidity and pi e' arica!,,
BOSTON TRANSCRIPT it is not

saying enough to characterise the Ger-
man note as disappointing or evasive,
It is insulting in the implied attitude
of Germany that the United States is
not a power demanding prompt consid¬
eration. The tune has come for our

government to define to Germany
'Strict accountability." in the terms
and tones a/ an ultima* urn

"Disavows Noibing."
SEATTLE POST INTELLIGENCER

Politely but flatly does the imperial
government justify its war policy. It
disavows nothing. The "sacred duty"
so clearly indicated a fortnight ago byPresident Wilson now becomes all the
more snered and imperative.
SPRINGFIELD STATE REGISTER

The note is all that this government
could have expected from a nation in
the turmoil of war. although, of course,
not all that this government has
wished for, so far as the conciliatory
attitude of the Gorman government is
concerned.
TACOMA SEWS From Germany's

standpoint and from ours, u" we were
in the Gormar .rhoc«, tie German note
is a valid and strong document. From
! lie standpoint of the neutral idealist
the note is an evasion and misses the
point.
ATLANTA CONSTITUTION Get

ting down to the gist of the note, it at
least definitely settles one thing, and
that is Germany's admission of the in¬
violability of neutral snipping in the
absence of contraband of war. Our
ships are free to go and come as they
please, without contraband carjrr.es, and
»here unintentionally attacked by Ger-
man submarine« or aeroplanes, tier-
many agues to pay the damages.
SPRINGFIELD REPUBLICAN The

impression American« must receive is
that no ground will he yielded on this
issue except after a determined de-
fence of every act in the least capable
of defence. There is a stiffness in the
communication that reveals no remorse,
\et by no means is it flatly uncon-
rihatory or defiant. It does not leave
the situation hopeless.

FEAR FOR BELGIANS
IF U. S. ENTERS WAR

¦f Cable te Tas Tri
London, May 31. The future of

the American Reiief Commission is be¬
ing actively discussed everywhere in
England, and its position in the event
of America making war is one of the
chief topics of conversation.
Most Englishmen express the hope

that America will keep out for the rca

son that all agree that neither Holland,
Sweden nor Denmark could hope*satis-
factoiily to cany on .he work. The in¬
evitable result would be the starvation
of million« of Belgians.

II. C. Hoover, chairman ot the commis¬
sion, questioned by the Tribune corre-
spondent to-day, said: "I absolutely
cannot say one word on the subject."
But it is evident that he regards the
situation in a very serious light.

BRITISH EXPECT
WILSON TO INSIST
ON HIS DEMANDS

Whole German Case Is
Considered To Be

Fallacious.

PRESS SEES NOTE
AS EFFRONTERY!

Declares Ammunition Argu¬
ment Is Answered by Attack

on Megantic.
Hv r«ll# to T>» MSSM

London. May II. The crisis between

America nnd Germany has become as-,

rendant and to-day stands above all

other war problems. Many believe that,

America will almost certainly engage in

the war. Germany's response is gener¬

ally considered wholly unsatisfactory,
as not giving an adequate reply to

America's specified demands.
America's course is being watched

with the most intense interest. It is

believed that even should America now

go no further than the severance of

diplomatic relations, it will be only a

short time before there are further

outrages affecting Americans, just at

the Lusitania linking did.
Germanv's recent nctions, as well a»

the note tat now sends, indicate no in¬

clination toward the cessation of the
submarine policy nor modifications
which would bring protection to neu¬

trals. ,

To-dav the news is published of the

sinking of the steamer Dixiana, which,
while under British regist-y, is said
to be owned by the Strathan Steam¬

ship Company, of Savannah. Several
members of the Pixiana's crew were

Americans.
It was confirmed in official circles to-

day that a submarine chased the out¬
ward bound Megantic. on which there
were several American passengers.

Lieutenant Commander McBride.
naval attaché of the embassy, is to¬

night returning from Liverpool with
a fuller report on the Nebraskan,
which has been drydoeked. It is un-

derstood that the evidence still is all
in the direction of a torpedo. The hole
in the ship is about thirty feet from
the bow and its centre is about fifteen
feet below the water line. Recent ex

periments have shown that ships will
not contact with floating mines unless
they hit them with the stem; otherwise
the wash of the ship sweeps the mine
outward.
The mine must come back in, but if

so it would strike well aft and not
forward of »here the Nebraskan was

injured.
Will Insist on Guarantees.

Gomany'l claims that the Lusitania
was armed are denied absolutely here.
It is stated that she was unarmed; nor

did she carry Canadian troops. Ger-
many's whole case is considered fal¬
lacious, and it is not generally antici¬
pated that the American government
will be swerved from its original de-
manda for the guarantee of the safety
of American lives.

In response to Germany's sugges
tions that Kngland is responsible be-
cau.»e of Its blockade, it is stated, as it
has been time and again, that Germany
started It. It is declared that the facts
show that Rritish reprisals establish¬
ing a blockade npanist Germany only
followed the German inception of sub-
marine warfare
The comment of a doten American

paper» condemning the German note if.
published in the evening papers, most¬
ly under flaring headlines, while news¬

paper banners throughout the streets
lore such noticos as "A Grave Crisis,"
"America versus Germany." and "Ger¬
man Pei'mnce of America."
"The Manchester Guardian" says:
"We do not know how long the war

will last, hut it is clear, if Germany
haï iier way, that it.» end will find the
negotiations with the Cnited States
over tne submarino 'blockade' still
dragging out their interminable length.
"The German ncte does not even re¬

ply directly* to the American roquo»t
that such actions as the sinking of the
Lusitania should be disavowed, and
that they should be discontinued. The
note actually has the effrontery to add
that the passengers probably would
have hern saved had it not b"en for
the explosion of ammunition which, it
is alleged, was carried by the Lusita¬
nia, as though t!ie submarine had tor¬
pedoed the »hip without intending act¬
ually to sink her.

Controverse Over Details.
"Almost as offensive is the sugges-

tion that before the submarine can be
condemned for not having given the
crew and passengers time to escape it
must be shown that the Lusitania w-as

duly equipped with lifesaving appara¬
tus, as ordered by the Titanic confer¬
ence

"In a word, the I'nited States is of¬
fered the prospect of a prolonged con¬
troversy over points of detail, hut no
disovowal of what ha» been done; no

acceptance of the principles of naval
warfare which she BSSUmed Germain
would be anxious to uphold, and not
a word as to any change of mind or

policy. The submarine was is to be
pursued as b»fore, and American ships
and citizens may take the risks."

No Argument for Frightfnlness.
"The Tall Mall Gazette" nays: "If

the slaughter of the Lusitania's pas¬
sengers is to be defended by the asser¬
tion 'hat the vessel was carrying am¬
munition, we wonder what excuse is
available for Saturday's attempt on
the »teamer Monntic of the White
Star Line. That liner, which was out¬
ward bound, .a mot bp worked into any
theory of contraband on which Ger¬
many may base the right of murder.
None of the quasi-logical disguises for
'frightfnlness will stretch from one of
these examples to the other."

"The Westminster Gazette" says:"Whatever virtue there might have
been in the German plea that the Lusi¬
tania was sunk because she was be-
lieved to be carrying ammunition is
destroyed in advance by the attempt to
stop the Megantic Saturday. The Me¬
gantic was outward bound from Liv¬
erpool, and certainly she was not car¬
rying warlike uppiies in that dircc-
l.on. She escaped because of her su¬
perior speed, and not because of anyGerman qualms about sinking an in¬
nocent passenger ship
"The German reply to the American

message li exactly what was expected.It avoids any direct answer to the spe-rfflc questions asked by the I'nited
states. The German government, m
short, seeks to gain time."

New Form of I/iplomary.
"The Evening Standard" says:"Germany has discovered a new form

of diplomacy. This consists of glaring
tement«. so readily capable of

disproof a scarcely to be worth the
trouble of refutation The note to
America declares that the Lusitania
had guns concealed under her deck
and carried trained gunners. Apartfrom other evidence to the contrary
President Wilson is not likely to ac-

Icept this in face of the official state-
raent of the Collector of the Port of

New York that no jnjna,
ot her1 ne. were on board

"It is possible that Gen
to succeed in this gigant
bluff, but that only in
measure of her self-decepi
Washington wants to fllti
rme attacks on neutral ve?

plane of an international
lm replies by arguments
cahties."
"The Standard" says:

maintains an attitude t

United States which is scai

lated to conciliate Ameriei
Should the excuse öftere
frime of the Lusitania be
summed up in the forecast
in New York, we may exp«
burst of uncontrollable ind
"At the same time the

American shippers has been
in terms which cannot fail

sify the resentment provoki
ma i methods.
'American shipowners ar

understand that if their ve

pen to be sunk by German !

in the naval war zone as f

by Germany, it is an accider
to Germany's defiance of int

lav» but to American ca

Neutral ships which do m

neutral flags conspicuously «

which are navigated at nigl
lig'its, must expect to be

should the commander of 1

submarine imagine that th<

might be British.
Attempt to Cover Nehri

"Perhaps this is the ex

Kaiser's government thinks o

for the attack on the Nebra
it is not likely to be accept
r.deqt.ate one in Washing!«
however, it is a matter that
left to the United State., to d
"The Daily Graphic" says:

'

dela> and the nature of the re

ly shows that the whole piirpr
(ierman government is to gi
while playing with Presiden
r.t the end of an Atlantic cal
reply is in effect a repetition
many's previous contention
«inking of vessels crowded w

combatant passengers i« a j
pet of war if there is anv i

that such VOSSOla «re also
troops or gun-i rr war mater
"The German Foreign Office

that the Lusitania was so ac

clearl- the commander of the
rine had no means of enowi

and, even if he had ascertaii
the Lusitania was in fact carry
trabend he was «till not justi
cording to the well establish.
of wa-, in sinking the shin u.i

offeiod resistance. The Germ
tention is that she might have
the submsnre, but, a« P-esid«
s*>ii pointed out in his note, (I
tention does not justify the mi

non-combatants; it only cc

submarine warfare directed
merchant shipping. The e

point of the American note was

mand that this form of warfare
cense.
"Germany replies with an ar

whteh implicitly assumes that
rine warfare is to continue; tl
is her deliberate intention is

made e'ear by the latest att

01 trage; even while the GetUM
was on its way to America a I
submarine was engaged in pi
thf »hite Star liner Megantic.

"In this case the excuse of

hand fails utterly, for the M
was not coming to this count
was »oing from Liverpool to (
She c irried, like the Lusitania,
number of passengers, of whom
would certainly bo American ci

and if the Megantic had hee

skilfully handled their lives
have '.een added to the record I

man murders.
"The Daily New«" considers

many's excuse for the sinking
Lusitania a pure fiction, set up f

purpose of gaining time and e'

the main point of the contra

"That point," it continue«, "is th«
o,f the German government to enr,

the lives of American citizens i

ex( reise of their uiuioubte-1 rights
German elaun that a «imple Wl

by proclamation is sufhc ont to p

end automatically to the rig!
Amer an-- to trade with this co

is a claim unknown to interna
law. The German claim that the
entitied. if this warning is ignon
blow up or drown without inquii
who disregard it i an affront t

inanity. The German note does n<

soluteIy preclude a settlement, but
make it more difficult.
"President Wilson's position

whatever course he may decide ii
of great strength. He has done
pably all a man could do to avoi.
clash which i< threatening. If 1

eventually driven t, . xtreme mear

it will be only when al' other resoi

have failed, but the limits of a p
and obstinate nation's despair arc

easily defined. It is just eonceil
that to draw ih : New World in

may seem to the perverse mogalnm
with which the Germans general!},
pear to be obsessed a glorious ami
hie feat."

¦

SAYS PRESIDENT
CANNOT BACK DOV

Representative Gardner Decla
Germany Must Yield o

Wilson Must Act.
[Br T<-le»ri|,h la Tli- Trllimi 1

Salem, Mass., May 31. That Pr
dent Wilson had gone so far that

¡could not change his course and rr

call an extra session of Congress
recommend a declaration of war

lesa Germany hacks down, .us
deels ¡ition of Representative Augu?
P, Gardner in a Memorial Day addi
here to-day before his own F.s
County constituents. His utteran
were loudly cheered.
"So far as I can see," «aid

Gardner, -'Germany has called <

hand. We have got to make good
back down. If we take a strong stl
in dealing with weak nations w< asi
not take a weak stand in dealing w

strong nationa. By so doing we woi

earn 'he world's contempt and c

own as well.
"Piesident Wilson cannot change

course now. It is too late. Germa
must yield or he must rocommo
drastic action to Congress."

Germans Sank 6 Ships
While Preparing Not

London, May II, German subm
I rines were unusually busy while tl
German Foreign Office was engaged
the 1 -eparation of its answer to tl
Washington note on the Lusitania ii
cident. The last few days, it ia point»
out in London, provided them with
heavy bag of big merchant ship
These include the steamer Ethiop,
3,700 tons, and the Tullochmoor, 3,50
tons, which WOte sunk on Friday
the approaches to the English Chan

| nel.
On Saturday the British steame

Ping Sue>, belonging to the Holt line
wus attacked twice by undersea boat
wuhin live hours, but she succeeds
in escaping into Plymouth. Anothe
victim was the steamer Glenlee, of 4,
000 tons, recently sunk somewhere be
tween the British and French coa*t«

In the North Sea, a German Submarin«
j sent the Russian -hip Mars to the hot
torn a few days ago, and the loss ol
the Briti-h steamer« Spennymoor anr

Cadeb> also has been reported.
Thus within three «layh mx ships ol

considerable size have been destrove.|
and six lives lo«t. Furthermore, the
tran« .liantic liner Megantic had a nar-

row escape,
London observer« are drawing atten-

tion to these cases, particularly in
connection with Ahe presentation of the.

I German note, f

The Equitable is no
street corner proposition
In urging you to locate in the Equitable Build¬
ing, we are not trying to persuade you to swap
horses just for the sake of swapping.
On the contrary, the proposition involves some¬

thing of far more interest and importance to you
than a mere change from old quarters to new.

The Equitable is no ordinary street corner

proposition, but the mightiest commercial struc¬

ture ever built, and we urge it upon you, not

merely as a new business address, but as a busi¬
ness asset of a most substantial sort.

Building now opon for tenait»

Equitable Building Corporation
120 Broadway

Direct attention to their
Sales which reopen this
morning.with very great
values in.

SUITS COATS WRAPS
GOWNS DRESSES BLOUSES

AND MILLINERY
r ..

NEW YORK EDITORS
DISAGREE ON NOTE

"Defiant," Says "World";
"Joke," "HeraldV View;
"Sun" Mildly Condemns.

GERMAN WRITERS
ATTACK AMERICA

Ridder Calls Neutrality Hypoc¬
risy, While Viereck Asserts

We Poison Shells.

Editorial opinion of the leading New
York papers this morning points out
definitely that Germany's note is tern-;
porizing at d weak, and that the United
States should immediately take a de¬
cisive stand.
Never was there a period when public

opinion in this country was better un¬

der control, comments the "Herald."
It believes Germany is taking the,
present crisis as a great joke. On the
other hand. "The Sun" believes Ameri¬
can public opinion should wait for
an investigation which would prove
whether the Lusitania was a hostile
ship.
"The New York American" urges an

international conference, so that to no'
single nation be left the duty and the
honor of defending human rights. "The
World" says that the note is distinctly
one of defiance, and should be treated
by this country as such.
The editorial extracts follow:
"The American":
"We urge that the I'nited States

Government secure, through an inter¬
national conference, or otherwise, the
agreement of all neutral nations upon
a definite code of neutral rights. Not
merely the right involved in this issue
with Germany, but the right of neu-
trals to trade with belligerents with¬
out vexatious delays, and, further, the
explicit definition of contraband should
he affirmed. With this code once ex-'
plicitly defined, there should follow
the agreement of all to defend it as a
unit in any way necessary against any
infraction of the code by any nation
whatsoever. The rights to be defend¬
ed will be the rights of peaceful hu-
manitv. and to no single nation should
he left the duty and the honor of de¬
fending human rights."
"The Herald":
"German statecraft since last July

has been smitten with some terrible
malady. It may be the obsession of
'Deutschland ueber Alles.' It may be
the paralysis of one set of »rain cells
from the over-exertion of another. Be
thai as it may, moral blindness has
come in the treatment of the Lu.-itania
case.

''Germany cannot conceive that this
country regards her exploits in the
submarine field at murderous piracy
and mistakes the" polite terms of the
note of May I'.i as merely a friendly
m'ercliange. Her hands are dripping
with American blood, and yet it is
coolly proposed from Berlin that we
shall talk ibout it as if it were a ques-
tion of joint control of the Samoan
Islands tr the percentage of chemicals
which we should allow in imported fer-
tili/.er.
"There neve vas a period when

public opinion his country was so
strong nor a ..ne when it was under
better control. The sense of a great
wrong which is general has been great¬
ly intensifie I by the opera bouffe tone
in the note from Berlin."
The Sun:
"The preliminary reply of the Ger-

man government is based on its alleged
knowledge that the Lusitania was not
of the class of non-combatant vessels
described by the italicized word in the
American note. Now, it is a fact that
whatever we may know to the contrary,
whatever evidence we may have in the
statements of Collector Malone and
other witnesses that the Lusitania car¬
ried no cannon, that evidence is not
yet. except by hearsay, in the posses-
sion of Germany. If she has knowledge
or belief to the contrary, the right is
certainly hers, as the defendant in the
case of a specific charge, to call for
the proof that the Lusitania was really
unarmed.
"The World"; "Tha United Stoteahas

BRITISH SHIP LOSS. 130;
SUBMARINES SINK 62

London. May 81..An Admiralty
statement giving the number af
British merchant and fishing ves¬

sels sunk or captured since the be¬
ginning of the war shows that
ñfty-eix merchant ships have beea
sent to the bottom by cruisers of
the enemy, twelve by mines sad
aixty-two by submarines, a total of
130.

I.ight.v-three fishing craft have
been lost, and of these twenty-four
were sunk by mines. Since the sub¬

marine attacks began on merchant
shipping. January IT, the merchant
vessels sunk by them number fifty-
nine and the fishing craft thirty-
one?.

Looking at these losses from the
standpoint of tonnage, it is sees

that since the war began Great
Britain has lost 438,006 tons is
merchant shipping and ISJM toss

In fishing crsft.

fulfilled all its duties under interns-
tional law. The German governsssUt
«ays its own commanders cannot b«
«ubject to 'the customary regulation*
of the prize law.' 'The customary
regulations of the prize law' contain

everything for which the I'nited Btatts
is contending. If Germany cannot
recognize Ihem, she cannot recogniw
anything so far as we are concernid.
There is no ground of mediation be¬
tween law and anarchy.
"Germany's answer is the answer of

an outliiw who assumes no obligations
toward society, but expects society to

recognire obligations toward nit».
Theie can be nc diplomatic negotia¬
tions on such terms. The German not«
is not final, but on this issue President
Wilson's reply should be final Tb»
United States cannot barter, as wit»
bandits, for the lives of its citizens "

In his English columns in the "New
Torhor Staats-Zeitung." Herman Riidtr
yesterday assailed this r,v¡ntry's neu¬

trality, calling it hypocrisy, superim¬
posed upon greed for gold. He called
attention to the treatment this country
received at the hands of England dur¬
ing the crisis of 1M3, and said ir. part:
"The spirits of the men who fought

and died under Sigel and Schuri for
the maintenance of this indissoluble
union can feel but slightly honored
when the same hand that place»
wreaths above their dint to-day, to¬

morrow turns again to making bullet*
to rind their resting place in the bodies
of their kinsmen on the other side of
the Atlantic. We weep o-.er the deed
of one war To-morrow we bu«y our¬

selves filling graves for other hum*"
beings to weep over. Wherein sra are

logical, or consistent or h ¿mane?"
"The war of the states was pro¬

longed at least two years by the ma¬

lignant activities of Great Britain, wé
are now placing into the hands of
Great Britain, to whom we owe noth¬
ing but hundreds of thousands of those
graves wo decorate to-dav. the mean»
of tilling hundred« of thousand! ¦»

German grave«. We call il i-iitral.D-
It is not. It i« nyuoer .nosed
upon greed for gold. Without the lev¬
ait y of the Germai; Amer CSUI *n''

fought unuer the Stai« ind Stripes
from 18»îl to 1MH.S we should not be a

nation to-day. Great Ht 'a a wcu.d
lave had her desire a divided sove¬

reignty south of Canada, both sections
of which shet could control without
fear and without much trouble."
"The German answer runs' be high.?

pleasing to all who honestly desire tn»

historic friendship between Germany
and the Cnite.l States to continue with-
out interruption,"' said George >s'ylv**J
ter Viereck, editor of "The Fatherland.
last night.
"In spite of heavy provocation on tnt

gart of the I'nited State." he contin¬
ued, "Germany has kept her temper.
Not content with furnishing the imple¬
ments of murdor to Germany's er.emi*»>
we actually asked Germany to commit
suicide. A modification of submarin»
wi.rfare, a« suggested in Mr. Br>sn»
note, would be tantamount to seK-de-
struction on German.)'s part.

"It may be said we were actuate«
by no selfish motive, for our action we»

¡not merely in the interest of *".

I'nited States; we were merely pulliof
England's chestnuts out of the fire.
"The I'nited S'ates prattles »K««

humanity, while its manufacturer»
poison shrapnel and picric acid ¦

¦profit. Ten thousand German wi«w*J
and aa many orphans," he ,j'J'^
"mourn over ten thousand gravearse*»*
ing the legend, 'Made in America.


