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KAISER FIGHTS
TOTRAP ARNY
NEAR WARSAW

Mackensen Reaches
Lublin Railway to
Cut Off Retreat.

CROSS VISTULA
NEAR IVANGOROD

Germans Announce Many
prisoners—Fortress May
Have Been Evacuated.

BUG LINE THREATENED

London Confident in Grand Duke
__Expect New Drive in
France.
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SHORTAGE OF BEER
BOTHERING BERLIN

Berlin, July 20.—Prospects of a
beer shortage and another increase
in prices are giving concesm to the
authorities. The bheer production
has been reduced to 60 per cent of
the former output to cut down the
quantity of barley used. At the
same time the breweries are re-
quired to aet apart 20 per cent of
the old production figure for the
army—with the result that Berlin
has to subsist on 40 per cent of iis
one time supply.

The restaurant and café proprie-
tors are the ones hardest hit. It is
proposed to stop the sale of bottled
beer in grocery and other stores,
limit the bhottled beer production
and permit the restaurants to han-
dle all that is produced.

PONTIFF ISSUES
APPEAL FOR PEACE

Exhorts

Belligerents to

End “Slaughter Which Is |

Dishonoring Europe.”

{Hy Cable 1o The Tribune]
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BRITISH WOMEN JOIN
ECONOMY CRUSADE

Pledge to Ban Extravagance in
Kitchen, Autos and New
Styles.

{By Cable to The Tribune
Lendon, July 30.—“The Daily Chron-
,vs that the suggestion made by
the Parlimentary War Suvings Commit-
tee thut persons sign pledges to ghstain
from luxuries has been actively taken

an influential body of women
promised support. This an-
ieement was made yesterday by H.
the committee.

up and

has

jts

Morgan, assisting ’
\{r. Morgan advocntes pledges to suit
differe shuses of society, One ex-
cellent | he said, would be for do-
mestic servants to refrain from ex-
travagance in the kitchen. A pledge
of the most stringent character, for in-
stance, would be a definite promise 10

{ motor cars for pri-
se restaurants for

nt

give up the use ol
vite purposes or tou
any purpose whatever
Ar. Morgan lsid strees on the neces-
ring new rashions and wear-
until they are worn out.

CHALLENGES KAISER
TO PISTOL COMBAT

Lord Northbourne, Nearly 70,
Thinks He Would Drink the
Post-Duel Coffee.

[ By Cable to The Tribiine )

London, July 30.—Lord Northbourne,
geventy yesrs old, to-day challenged
the German Emperor to mortal combut
while speaking st Dover College.

“It would give me great pleasure to

meet the Kuiser in single combat,” he
said. “Pistols for two and coffee for
one is, | believe, the formula, and I do
not doubt that 1 should have the cof-

b

Iee.
Lord Northbourne, who was loudly
cheered, achieved some notoriety in
la-

1613 by announcing that he would ¢
brate the date that Lloyd George
the office of Chancellor of the Ex-
virquer hy roasting an ox whole &t a
public ceremony.

DUTCH TO INCREASE ARMY

Landsturm Bill Becomes Law
—Means Force of 5560,000.

The Hague, July 30 (via London)
The new Duteh landsturm bill waa
adopted by the First Chamber to-day
und became o law.

The measure provides for an event-
vl inerease in the totsl trained sol-
diers of Holland to approximately
B50,000 officers and men, instead of ‘uhoi
BoU, R wse are pow under Arma.

| outskirts of the town.

| =ail from Philadelphia to-morrow,

| ense of

| ried,

HAYTI SKIPERS
KILL 2 INU. S.
LANDING PARTY

1Brooklyn Boy a Victim in
' Night Attack on Port-
: au-Prince.

ADMIRAL SENDS CALL
FOR REINFORCEMENTS

i
|
|

Grave Situation Forerunner of
Long Campaign to Restore
1. Peace in Country.

|

. ! [From The Tribune Norean. |
. Washington, July
Pmals A

Jackets of Rear Admiral Canerton's

landing 2 : : I
& forze were killyd at Port-au-! {ice from the West Forty-seventh Streot |

Prince, Hayti, last night while defend-
ing the city from an attack. The dead
Are:

William €. Gompers,
Street, Brooklyn.

Cason 8. Whitehurst, €08 Clay Ave-
nue, Norfolk, Va.

Rear Admiral Caperton reported to
the Navy Department to.day that at
sbout 8 o'clock last night a small band
of revolutionists sppeared from the
South. A ditachment of hlusjackets
were sont to put down the distnrbance,
and snipers firing from the
killed the twn moen. No one wis
|ed. The Rear Admiral
eount of the
Havtians,

The Rear Admiral had heard that
Part-au-Prince would be attacksd dar-
ing the night and had made disposi-
tion of his force for defence about §
o'clock yesterday afterncon. Thé ex-
pected attack eame about » o'elock, and
wag confined mainly to sniping on the
The nattack was
successfully repulsed and the firing
ceased., Quiet and oarder were muin-
tained in the interior of the city dur-
ing the night.

bushes
wound
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Admiral Asks Reinforcements.
Officiala of the Navy Department are
fully alive to the seriousness of the
gituation. The receipt of a request
from Rear Admiral Caperton for im-
mediate reinforcements was the first
indication of the real gravity of the
affair confronting him. It is felt that
a crisis has been reached and that

preparations must be made for a long |

campaign in the Haytian eapital.
Reinforcements are being rushed to

| Rear Admiral Caperton’s assistance cn

the battleship Connectient, which will
The
total number of men available for land
duty when the Connecticut arrives at

| Port-au-Prince Tuesday, including ma-

rines and bluejuckets, will be well uver
2000, Of these about 700 will be
marines

Twenty-four machine guns and two
three-inch field pieces are being sent
with the marines, while the hluejackets
will also have a full equipment of light
artillery.

New York Sends Recruits.

|  The Connectieut will pick up 125
recruits at Hampton Roads. These men
will be used to Wl up gaps in the line
in the event casuulties. Twenty-
five recruits from New York will also
accompany the expedition,

Nava]l experts faumiliar with condi-
tions in Hayti suy it is not difficult to
control the military situstion at Port-

au-Prince, provided a strong force is
Should the

of

constantly 1‘?! on guard,
troops be withdrawn from the ity re-
newed outbursts would undoubtedly

take place.

It is understond the United States
will take no chances of & renewn] of the
disturbances, nnd will insist upon the
formation of & responsible government
before the forces are withdruwn. A
volunteer committee of safety is now
the only sctusl governing power the
island has.

The sssasgination of President Vil-
brun Guillaume left the country with-
out & government. The revolutionary
chieftain, Rosalvo Bobo, is an avowed
hater of the American government, and
in any case would hardly be acceptable
1o the United States, in view of the
murder of President Guillaume. It is
expected that the United States will
insist that elections be held under its
direct supervision, with the understand-
ing that Bobo and other military lead.
ers be eliminated

Treaty for Supervision Likely.

When the government is formed
pressure will undoubtedly be brought
to bear on it for the signing of a

treaty with Hayti similar to that now
in force with the Dominican Hepublie,
giving the United States supervision
over the finances and custom houses
of the country.

The provision of the Platt amend-
ment to the Cuban treaty giving the
United States the right to intervene ir
internal disturbances would
also be incorporated in such a treaty.
This, it is believed, will be insisted on
by foreign powers, notably France,
whieh have important interests in
Hayt1.

The Navy Department to-day ordered
the gunboat Nashville from San Do-
mingo to Cape Haitian to reinforce the
converted yacht Eagle, which was re-
ported to be having difficulty in con-
trolling the situation there.

Gompers, Hayti Victim,
Labor Leader’s Nephew

William C. Gompers, who last his life
in Thursday's fighting in Hayti, was
born in Brooklyn twenty-two years sgo
and lived there practieally all his life.
He left the publie schools st an early
sge to join the navy. He s2rved three
years on the Ildaho, and & year ago,
againgt his mother's wishes, enlisted
{for another three-year term, being as-
signed to the Washington.

Gompers, who i« 8 nephew of Samuel
Gompers, hesd of the American Federa-
tion of Labor, was the youngest of five
children. The four others are mar-
His mother, Mrs, Sophie Gom-
pers, of 107 Stockton Street, Brooklyn,
s 8 widow, and relied on him to help
her meet her modest expenses. He reg-
ularly sent her his pay, and only last

Lopliousd as nq_.nutcﬂu-.li

GAMBLERS SCORN
RAID; CHIPS CLINK
 IN UPTOWN DEKS

'Early Morning Raid on
Duffy’s Follows Clean-
Up of Luban’s.

TROUBLE SCENTED
IN BECKER'S DEATH

ITenderloin Predicts New War
for Spoils, Such as Killed
Rosenthal.

Spurred into action by The Tribune's

30, -Two  blue-| exposure of “Dick's Café” on Fighth
1

Avenue, near Forty-second Street, po-

station ralded the resort early this
morning. No one in the saloon, ‘in the
rear room, or in “Duffy's Place,” the
eaped.  All were ordered to get out
with the least posible waste of time,
and they all went.

Instead of secking cover after The
Tribune's story of vesterday morning,
the devotees of varied vices foregath-
ered at Dick's Café again last night
When the police marched in upon the
filled with

geene the rear room Was

women, and on the floor ahove Duffy!

wus still running his game, but with
more eaution than usual, A representa-
tive of The Tribune who tried to enter

| enrlier in the evening had been halted

at the door, with the announcement that |

he would be obliged to get some mem-

ber of “the ¢lub™ to vouch for him he-

fore he would be allowed to play.
Police Make No Arresis,

No arrests were made when the po-
liee raided the building, but every one

was driven out, and a patrolman sta-|

tioned before the door to see that none
returned later,

To all outward wiew, the gambling
hells which border on Broudway in the
vieinity of Longacre Square wore a
chastened and pious nppesrance last
night. The fact that a Tribune reporter
had entered “Duify’s Place,” had
played poker there and had later
exposed the effrontery with which
the resort was being conducted,
under the noses of the police caused
the gambling fraternity to become sud-
denly wary and to admit to its halls
only “regular customers.”
| ‘hen, ndded to this, came the news
| that “The Flower and Feather Social
Henefit (lub” had been raided by the
police, after it had been exposed re-
pratedly by the newspapers, something
like a panic swept over the Brondway
viee exponents, Games which had been
fluunted openly twenty-four hours be-
fore now were played behind barred
doors, and only the elect, known by the

gumblers to be “all right”" were al-|

lowed to enter.
Becker and War a Screen.

“So long as the papers were all filled
up with Hecker and the war we were
all huppy,” said & notorious gambler
last might. “1f they are beginning to
got after us again 1t means that we will
have to go easy for a while. The po-
lice 7 Aw, they don't bother us so long
us we keep quiet and orderly.”

This lust assertion was indorsed by
many familiar with the more seamy
of Broudway life. The poliec, they
suid, were simply pursuing & poliey of
attucking only those violations which
brought protests from citizens. 1f your
game or your disorderly house was run
quietly the police would keep their
hands off. It was only when complaints
from outsiders came into Headquar-
that unwelcome attention was paid
to the matter.

The cuse of Juke Luban and his
Flower and Feather gambling dive sup-
ports this theory. The police have
known of its existenca for months, It
was only yesterday, after much ham-
mering by the newspapers, that they
ralded the nlace

While the “hig fellows" waxed cau-
tious yesterday, the petty gambler con-
tinued on his gainful way uninterrupt-
ed. This iz especially true of the hand-
book men. These gentry laugh at the
st anti-racetrack gambling laws by
openly soliciting bets on the street or
in the saloon which is their headquaz-
tors. The wayfaring man, if a fool,
registers his bet with one of them, re-
ceives a receipt and is told of a meet-
ing plece where he will be paid if he
i i31.1r'rij- enouch to win. Some of these
men work their gambling independent-
ly. Others are merely the runners for
big gambling places, to which they take
the hets they have collected.

Bartender the Go-Detween,

Tribune reporters investigated this
phase of the complicated and smooth
running viee system of the city. In &
culoon at Fourteenth Street and Third
Avenue they were introduced by the
tartender, who seems to be the gen-
crally sccepted go-between in gambling
to one Max.

and worse transactions,
Max apparently had no last name,
This is a precaution common among

these handbook men. Max was short
and well dressed and prosperous in ap-
nearatce. When the reporter told him
his desire to place a bet on Way-
farer in the first race at the Aqueduet
trick Max grasped him gently by the
arm and walked him out of the saloon,

Having thus absolved that institu-
tion of sheltering a gambling joint, he
staod on the sidewalk, accepted the 52
offered and handed the reporter a slip

4 a 1eceipt 7 e

f “Come back here at 7,
he said, “and you can get your money

it you win."

| To add further complications to the

Continued on p

BLOW AT WARDEN
. CAUSES ARREST
OF RILEY AGENT

Patrick McDonald in Row
Over Papers Taken
from Prison.

107 Stockton | pambling hell on the floor above, es- | pAIR SEPARATED

BY ONLOOKERS

| Osborne Wrenches Documents
| from Assailant and Turns Him
’ Over to Policeman.

| Patrick MeDonald, confidential agent
of Superintendent of Prisons John B.
Riley, was arrested in Ossining yeater-
day after Warden Osborne had forei- |
bly taken from him records he had
removed from the prison. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance and
| will be in the Ossining court next Fri- |
| day to answer a charyge of assault upon
| Osborne. I

Following the attempt to smuggle the
| records out of the prison Mr. Osborne
went to Albany, where he had a con-
ference with Governor Whitman, and
then proceeded to Saratoga, where he
| will spend Sunday, At the copelusion
of the conference he refused to d a8
the matter. Governor Whitman eaid
the arrest was technical rather thun
nd that the records McDonald

| serious a
!d be mven to

lsounht to remove wou
Riley.

T Osborne, he said, admitted that Riley
had a perfect right to the records, but
| that he objected to their being re-

| moved from the prison surreptitiously.

{ Ordinarily Mr. Osbhorne leaves Sing |
| Sing the night before an execution.

| Thursday night was the first exception.

| He remained on duty and stayed awake
 all night. Early in the evening Me-
| Donald arrived at the prison. He spent
:t.he evening and esrly morning hours
in the prison office with his feet on
(Clerk Malloy's desk. Newspaper men
wha sought to learn his mission got no
information. He was alout the place
until after the executions and after the
| Witnesses and most of the newspaper
men had left.

Clerks Hand Over Papers

After the execution Osborne and
Deputy Warden Johnton, who have
been getting not more than three or
four hours’ sleen a night since the first
of the week, retired. Then McDonald
| souzht to enter the prison proper.

He ran up against an order issued by
Osborne before the execution of Hecker
that nobody was to be permitted inside
the prison without an order from him-
self or Mr. Johnson. MeDonald there-
upon demanded to see the warden. He
was taken to the room where Osborne
was sleeping. '

“Is there anything personal in this?"
he demanded.

“Certainly not,” the warden told him,
“hut under the conditions the prison
eannot be allowed open to persons or-
dinarily acceptable as visitors, You
may go where you pleaze.”

Osborne then and there made out a
pass and MeDonald went directly to the
office of the principal keeper. On/|
duty there were two conviet clerks.
lie has been working with these men
off and on for some time and there 18
a suspician in Sing Sing that they had
reasons for expecting him to return.
At uny rate he was there but a few
minutes when he departed, carrying
with him a large number of puapers
showing the azsignmenta of prisoners.

After he had gone one of the men
went to Mr. Osborpe with word of what
had happened, and Osborne, dressing
hurriedly, raced for the railroad sta-
tion, hoping to intercept MeDonald
before he could board the ©.40 train.
The train had gone but not McDonald,
for he had missed it by a minute. Then
| Osborne demanded the papers and Me- |
Donuld refused, daring him to touch
the grip in which he had them

Strikes at Osborne,

|  Osberne ripped the bag open and
was extracting the papers wnen Me-
Donsld punched at him. The blow fell
short and he grabbed the warden's shirt
as Thomas J. and John J. O'Connor, of
Albany, guests of the warden, inter-
fered and blocked off MeDonald, a beefy
individual, until the papers were safe
and the bag closed.

.\IcDonalﬁ meantime was telling Os-
borne what he thought of him und in-
viting him to fight (Osborne's answer
was to order his arrest for assault, and
the party went to the police station

There MeDonald produced & copy of
a letter he hud left with the convict
clerks at the prison. It was a call on
Osborne from Riley to furnish records
showing the assignments of prisoners.
Its wording was obscure, for there are
two classes of assignments in the prison
—those by the principal keepers of

Continned on page 9, column 2

doesn’t appear.
paying business.
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Becker Kept Vow to‘Diea Man’;
Forgave Enemies, Denied Guilt;
Wife’s Picture Next His Heart

It follows:

Gentlemen:

the foul crime for which I must die.

Helen Becker.

Father, I am ready to go. Amen.

WIFE “PUREST AND NOBLEST WOMAN,”
BECKER'S LAST WRITTEN WORDS

A few hours before Charles Becker wns executed, he resolved to
make a last statement of his innocence,
verbally to the witnesses in the death house.
impossible, so he decided to give it to the press, in its original form.

1 stand before vou in my full senses, knowing that no
power on earth can save me from the grave that is to receive me.

In the face of that, in the teeth of those who condemn me and in the
presence of my God and your God, 1 proclaim my absolute innocence of

You are now ahout to witness my destruction by the state, which is
organized to protect the lives of the Innocent.
every one who has contributed in any degree to my untimely death. And
now on the brink of the grave I declare to the world that 1 am proud to
have been the hushand of the purest, noblest woman that ever lived—

This acknowledgment is all I can leave her. I bid you all goodby.

It was his wish to make it
He waa shown this was

May Almighty God pardon

CHARLES BECKER.

Mr;.:BecI::er, Alone
Weeps Beside Husband's Body

Police Hold Back Curious Crowd as Hearse Arrives
at Bronx Home—Funeral Monday, with Burial
in Woodlawn Beside Baby Daughter.

Less than sixteen hours after Mrs.| casket was lifted from the hearse and

Charles Becker parted from her hus-
band in Sing Sing, she was weeping
over his cofin in the quiet of her little
apartment on University Avenue. The

| eonfusion and the horror were all gone.

The law had taken ita course, and only
lave would control the happenings from
this point on.

The funeral will take place at lf'!i

o'clock on Monday morning, following
a solemn requiem mass in the Church
of St. Nicholas of Tolentine, by the
Rev. Nicholas J. Murphy. This little
brick church is almost directly behind
the apartment house where Mrs, Beck-
er went to live with her sisters
about two months ago. The priest wno
will eonduet the serviee over Uharles
Becker's body never knew the police
lieutenant. Mrs. Becker, too, 18 pric-
tically a stranger to the parish, though
she has been a regular attendant at
church since she maved.

The burial will be in Woodlawn Cem-
etery, beside the tiny grave of the baby
who was born sfter Becker was sent
to Sing Sing and who lived only one
day.

Mrs. Becker, prostrated by the trag-
edy, required the constant attention of
her sistar, Miss Mary Lynch, and of a
doetor during the day. At noon it was
said that she had at lust sunk into 4
troubled sleep. Telephons connection
with the apartment was cut off, so that
the ringing of the bell might not rob
her of the much needed rest Th
telephone, which is shared by the two
families, rang only in the Lynch apart-
ment, on the first floor.

It wes about 4 p. m. when the auto-

mobile ; hearse which brought the
body from Sing Sing drew up in
{ront of the house, at 2291 Univer-
sity Avenue, A crowd of nearly two
nundred quickly gethered, but were
held back by policemen. Women in the

erowd wept so

“PASSING THE BUCK”
NEW P. S. C. PASTIME

Investigator  Says Hayward
Alone Scorns Game, Which
Means a “Week End."”
Serator George F. Thompson, chair-
man of the legislative committee in-
vestigating the Public Service commis-

| sions, took exception yesterday to whiat
| he termed “passing the buck,” or tak-

ing week ends, by municipal officinls
and employes. He referred particu-
larly to Edward E. MeCall, chairman
of the Public Service Commission, who,
he said, had left town and ignored the
invitation ¢f the committes to appear
and explain, if he could, the complaints
of Brookiyn residents on the third-
trucking on Fulton Street.

“I nnd the city o "‘als down here
have what they call & buck,” said Sen-
stor Thompson, “that they are passing
around, and [ find that there are week
ends that all the ecity officials of New
York abserve with great care, and that
week ends begin just as quickly as the
officials 2an get away. |
the Public Service Commissioners, ex-
cept Uommissioner Hayward, who 13
present, are now in pursuit of that
thing. If we have week enids upstate
we do not talk about them.”

YOUTH SEEKS A WIDOW

Greenport Swain Wants One
“Young and Good."”
There must be something
with the girla of Greenport, for one o
the village's citizens, who modestly
admits thst he is young and holds =
good position, has written a letter msk-
ing the press to assist him in finding a
bride Ius: why none of the many
pretty girls of Greenport has man ged
to come up to specifieations 1s not
known, unless it be that they are not
widows The would-be bridegroom

wants & widow, and she must a
W

wrong
f

| range the room.

ftly as the long black,

January

'

find that all |

| good youn% o

|~ “W. B, Rawald” is the name signed

i to the letter assing for belp in getting'
a wifa.

caicied up the stairs to Mrs, Becker's
apartment, on the third floor
Somewhere in the house a piano was
playing. As the coffin was carried up
the stairs the playing suddenly stopped.
Mrs. Becker, her brothers, John and
George Lyneh, and her sister Susannah,
received the body at the door and di-

| rected that it be carried into the front
| room

Mrs. Becker began to ery, bt
was soothed to some extent by her rela-
tives.

The undertaker set to work to ar-
A large gray fur rug
was spread upon the floor.
stick, with ~ine candles, was set up at
w spot back of where the head of the
body should lie. The body was taken
out of the original black hox, clothed in
a silver gray shroud and placed upon a
eouch,

The candles were lit and Mrs. Becker
gnd her kin went into the room. The
widow went to the body, while her rela-
rered near the door. She bent

wn & kissed her husband's f

1 TAce.
Then, sobbing, she turned to her sister
and brothers, erying, “And he was in-
noceint.”

There were few visitors, among them
being Police Lieutenant Shea, who was
a lifelong friend of Becker, and Mrs.
Sheq. FEarlier in the afternoon Pollce
Captain Heith had called at the Lyneh
home, but he would not say for what
purpose, It is thou however, he
asked if it was desirable to have a pa-
trolman stationed at the door to keep
wway the crowd of curious. No patrol-
man was needed, however, for hardly
any one lingered in front of the House.

The body looked mueh as Becker did,
The marks on either side of the f

jore-
head made by the electrodes had been
almost entirely hidden by the use of
cosmelics.

A number of flower pieces were sent
to the house, but the names o” the send-
ers were not disclosed. At the door, in

lnce of the usual erepe, were two palm
eaves, with white and purple asters,
lilfes and aweetpeas

The arrival of the hearse at e
Sing was delayed by a breakdown near
Dunwoodie, It did not reach the prison
until 1 o'clock, after Deputy Warden
Johnson hud sent a telephone message
inquiring as to its whereabouts.

Sin

CALHOUN KIN SUED |
BY HIS SON'S WIFE

$100,000 Asked for Urging Sep-
aration by Alleged Promises

and Threats.

Mrs. Mabel Synder Calhoun filed in
the Supreme Court yesterday the com-
plaint in her suit for $100,000 against
John C. Calhoun, her father-in-law, for

liens n of the affections of her hus-
' James Edward Calhoun. The de-
tendant 15 a railrosd man and a de-
scendant of John (. Calhoun, the
Southern statesman,

The Calhouns were married in 1910
in Philadelphia and lived together until
6, 1914, Their separation at
that time, Mrs. Calhoun leges, was
caused by the influence and control her
father-in-law had over her husband,
2he says Mr. Calhoun induced his son
to leave his wife by promises of pe-
cuniary reward and by threatening to
disinherit him. Alsd, $rs. Calhoun al-
leges, elder Calhoun told her hus-
band that his wife was not good enouch
for him.

th

THIEF STEALS FAIR TRIP

Takes Woman's $1,000,
Tucked Away in Grip.

Camden, N. J., July 30.—The exposi-
tion at San Francisco will have four
less visitors this summer. Mrs Sarah
Senner lives at 1113 Kenwood Aven e,
and was to have left for San Franciseo
to-day with two grandchildren and a
pee. She drew $1,000 from the bank
yesterday for the trip

Last night & burglar broke into Mrs.

Senner's home and took one of the
travelling bags that was packed
Tucked down in one corner was the
$1.000,

e

Shark Warning to Bathers.

A candle- |

!Pfa)’er on Lips Cut
 Short by Deadly
Current.

NO BUNGLING,
OFFICIALS SAY

Killed in Six Minutes by
Three Shocks Through
' Powerful Frame.

BODY TAKEN TO HOME

Ha:ynes. Negro Murderer of
Woman, Executed After Rosen-
thal's Death Is Avenged.

! By LEWIS wWooD,

Charles Becker kept his promise,
:He died like a man. No tremor
: shook his big frame as he walked

to the electric chair early yester-
fiay. Even when he was pinioned
in the chair itself, his powerful
arms strapped down, his domelike
chest buckled in, he was still out-
wardly strong. In low but never-
theless firm tones he repeated with
| Father Cashin the prayers for his
soul, even to that last senlence
whose period was the electric cur-
rent that snuffed out his life.

He was not altogether the same
strong Becker who had fought so
unceasingly for life through three
weary years of prison, who had
been so adamantine in spirit, even
in the cramped cell of the death
house. Knowing how close he was
to his end, the man had to summon
his tremendous reserve power to
maintain his cold calm.

The terrific strain of the last
three days had told on him. And
when he came at last to the chair
he felt the terror of it. This was
not so much the attitude of an in-
dividual Becker. It was the ut.
titude of any man about to be done
to death,

Toor Six Minutes to Kill.

1t took six minutes to kill Becker.
Three the electricity flamed
through kis body before his strong
heart ceased to beat beneath the piet-
ure of his wife he earried with him to
the chair and to the grave. But, no
matter how strong i man may be, the
kil him. And
eleven minutes Becker walked
ints the execution chamber two prison
keepers carried the once proud police

times

electric current cun

after

lieutenant, limp as an empty mesl sack,
out of the room and laid him, dead, on
a dissecting table

Becker made no verbal statement be-

was executed. He remsined

fore he
silent, save for the prayers he re-
peated. However, in lieu of s verbal

statement, an hour before his death he
sent out from his cell the words hae
had hoped to speak.

“In the presence of my God and
your God I proclaim my absolute in-
nocence of the foul crime for which I
must die,” he wrote.

And linked close to this was his
dying tribute to the gallant, unflinch-
ing little fighter who has stood beside
him so stanchly. Becker wrote in his
statement:

“And now, on the hrink of the grave,
I declare to the world that 1 am proud
to have been the hushand of the
purest, noblest woman that ever lived
—Helen Becker.”

The erstwhile ezar of the Tenderloin
was quite prepared for death, those
who knew him best say. Father Curry
said yesterday, 83 he sat in his rocks
ing chair on Father Cashin's porch:
“Charlie was like a little twelve-year-
old schoolboy to-day. He was as
tractuble as u child.”

Rancor Gone at Last,

And to the same white-headed priest
the condemned man had said early in
the morning hours: “God must have
some wise design, father. [ must be
dying for some purpose of God. I
don’t know what that purpose is, bub
it in sufficient for me that God knows.
Maybe | die for the sake of humane

| ity

I ¢

| In his fina! statement, even with its
stout assertion of innocence, the

rancor of Becker's other written words
was missing. “May Almighty God par-
don every one who has contributed in
any degree to my untimely death,” was
| what he scribbled with a pencil on
rough note paper

| As usual with those grim affairs, the
execution itse!l took but time.
All the hours of waiting, of suspense
and anxiety were awept away in a brief
eleven minutes. Becker entered the
execution chamber at exactly 5:42a. m,

small

Huthers have been warned by offi- Ay 5:53 u. m. Dr. Charles W. Farr, the
cers at Fort 7 o wateh for sharks ! _ . . sunced th
while swimmit on the Little Neck |Prison doctor, PR ca, A
. shore of the fort. Two of the | dead. And two hours afterward the
er 1eers had a t!{.\r..i;ng!rxuer:enra monotonous routine of the greay
with a shars on Wednesday, but it
i, 1 w din "
managed to escups. The shark, it :sipr son was grinding on as usual
believed, was the same one that got l{ The two benches in the execution
lot af ouhlicitv lest vear. chamber 'llr flled perbass two misme

L TR




