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perfect key to what he, the Colonel, effec-
tively means by these sgame words.

A great many people have been forced
to wonder in recent months whether, after
——lall, Colonel Roosevelt's type is not the less

dangerous in times of national erisis. Over
- TR |and over again there has been an unmista-
R iy e ko m'f"?»f-‘n??ﬂ?f’”ﬁ' kable apprehension in our minds aroused

A e Hecret and Tr et Addrees Tribune & e
L S 1%% Nassay RurweL, New York. by the plain fact that Mr. Wilson used
obvious connotation in a
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in THE TRIPIH‘NE with absolute safety—for| The o is then value and pertinence in
if dissatisfaction results in any case THE 1o (olonel's Plattsburg speech. It was a
TRIBUNE gusrantees to tape, mm::g-puhlic service, and however unfriendly the
en of Mr. Wilson, no one can

back upon request. No red !

hiing. Pe make good promptly If the ad-|words epok
listen to them more profitably than the
Premident. In all matters in which his

veriiser does not.
The ColonelTells the Sobﬂ'T!‘lllh‘perwnal ambition is engaged, Mr. Roose-

| velt is the worst of all possible guides, but
le '8 ly' fin dealing with facts, with the solid ma-

The fact that Colonel Weit spoke 8t terigle of which international difficulties
Plattsburg with his hﬂhlt“ﬂli disregard for 4r6 mainly composed, Colonel Roosevelt
the restraints of conventional langusge hag frequently supplied an example that
and manner cannot and will nf'n!. Fonresl the .an be followed with profit, because he has
fact that much of what he said is not °nh"llunde at things squarely as they were
true, but needs to be said. His advice will and dealt with them as facts, not as
Jose through the violence of his tone—but theories or emotions.
this is unfortunate. | s — __.

let us say &t once that The TrihuneiAn Anti-Mosquito Campaign Needed.
does not believe that if Roosevelt had been | New York's mosquitoes may not im-
;’r;'if-!vm _we 'Bh-otll:dha‘i:ultm:rt‘;?:fe:.l:;:!peﬂl the public health—Dr. Goldwater
j'e ;Hum}“‘gs‘m\am ) On the other hnnd. |gives his solemn assurance that they don't
Colonel be m_?ﬂl tTll:’ T 'r;m e:{;ues o be_';—hut they certainly are imperilling the
‘.“d this 1’_;‘;‘ T ;‘ s::e]t had been:]mb!ic's comfort. It is impossible to sit,
Hevs ﬂ;i‘-;; H OI:QNOC;OIUM Vave hain afternoon or evening, in any public park
in the a8 oue |without furnishing a feast for the pests.
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general approval would provide for the
¢lection of Governor, Lieutenant Governor
and a Controller who should be a state
auditor and nothing more. Any plan
which provides for more elective officers
than that would throw thousands of votes
against the constitution which proposed it,
merely as a question of obtaining good
government, Additional thousands would
|be cast against it because it was mani-
|festly a victory of job-grabbing politicians
|and power-seeking officials, won in spite
lof party pledges.

Croquet in the Prussian Manner.

Croquet seems to-day more utterly mid-
Victorian than whist, All its associations
are those of the 70', the age of peace and
inertja. Introduced first from France into
Ireland, it became the rage in England
during the very Leyday of British suprem-
acy, and has become identified with ver-
dant lawns and garden parties and du
Maurier ladies.

What business, then, has Prince Hart-
feld von Trachenberg, of the German Em-
bassy, taking such fiendish delight in it?
On the lawn of the embassy's summer
home at Cedarhurst he may be seen any
fine afternoon driving the balls with flerce
strokes or coaxing them through the
wickets, and, when an opponent has the
red ball, croqueting it with keen pleasure
and with all his might beyond the bounds
of the court. Is this treason or sacrilege?

It can readily be seen from the descrip-
tion that he and his eompanions play cro-
quet like Germans. Here is a game if ever
there was one which counsels moderation
and invites mercy. One should not grow
heated over it or too triumphant, but
maintain a certain harmony with the cool
|shadows along the grass and with the at-
mosphere of the drawing room lately emp-

!
[tied in the game's favor. But, as “The

[Brooklyn Eagle" remarks, “any one who|

BEWARE THE LUMBERMENI!

Suspicion of Working of Oonserva-
tion Amendment to Constitution.

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: It is time for all the peopls of New
York to know that there is now before the
Censtitutional Convention a proposition to
extinguish the present Forest, Fish and Ga.ne
Commission and replace it with & nine-hoaded
cemmission of unpaid men, who will select &
sularied working commissioner. and will have
the power to wipe out all our exlating game
laws and moke an entire new code to sult
themselves. This measure was introduced by
Dr, Dow, chairman of the Committes on Con-
servation, an ' its serial number is 773,

I have the highest regard for Dr. Dow, and
I believe that he sincerely belleves that his
mensure will be a good thing for the State of
New York; but I must say that, as one who
har sweated blood in helping to make our
game laws what they now afe, I am thorough-
Iy alarmed by the possibilities that would be
opened by the enactment of the measure Into
law. "The voice is the voice of Jucob, but the
hand is that of Essu,” the lumberman! I am
absolutely sure that this bill is wanted by
the lumbering interests of the Adirondacks,
and 1 fully believe that if it becomes & part
of the gonstitution it would easily and cheap-
Iy, nnd also quickly, enable them to name the
majority of the unpald commissioners, and
ulso the active commissioner himuelf, If this
is not true, why should the lumbermen’s lead-
ere be to-day so strongly in favor of a nine-
hended commission, as they are? Beware the
Greeks bearing gifts!

How, 1 ask, do the friends of wild life of
New York State view the proposal of the Dow
bill to endow the nine-headed commission
“with the exclusive power, subject to the veto
of the Governor, to enact regulations with re-
spect to the taking, possession, sale and
transportation” of *Ash, birds, game, shelifish
and ecrustancea, except migratory fish of the
sea”?

Now, if the English language has not en-
tirely lost its meaning, that means that the
hydra-headed commission could wipe out

s Lusitania incident. Certainly there |
would have been no repetition such as the |
Arabic affair.

Like every other American newspaper|
The Tribune has supported Mr. Wilson |

and will continue to do so precisely as long

termired to support the President when
he is being attacked for that which he has

done and is preparing to do to defend na- not & task which need be londed onto thol'-'UTvﬂ‘Eef“ |

tiona: honor and American lives. |

But this does not blind The Tribune to|
the fact that a very large measure of our|
present international difficulty arises frnml
the fact that the executive department is|
in the hands of & man who sees in words

foree that words never have and in ah-

gtract general theories a value which is
o % . ca
{o be found only in solid fact.
Colonel Roosevelt sees things as they
are.

r

not ccncerned.
improbable that the United States |
have gone to Vera Cruz, But it is
utely certain that having gone ww
sild not have seuttled back, bringing our
th us and leaving our honor be-

<
Germany 1
wchade order in February, it is conceiva-
1t Roosevelt, as President, would not
sued a warning, using the words
ot aceountability,” which meant noth-
or elee meant casus belli. But what
have said would have been clear,

When

unmistakable,

Ihe strength of Colonel Roosevelt lies in
et, absolutely beyond praise in for-
cign affairs, that there are no refinements,
phical nuances, reserved meanings

philos

it
ihmarine blockade netice would have |

d Berlin that “an incident” would |
have nt a not because of the
words, but becanse of the maun.

The weakness of the President, disclosed
. the Mexican and in the German inci-
\ts alike, is that while his words were
plain no one could be sure what they
meant to him or that they meant anything.
A man as close as Bryan was to Mr. Wil-
son could tell the Austrian Ambassador in|
all honesty, if in indefensible taste, that
they were only words.

Take the Mexican incident again.

n w

he says.

convi

T 1 war-
1

are in Mexico to serve mankind—if we
can find a way,” Mr. Wilson explained.|
In an instant Mexico and the United |

States knew that the administration had |
no policy—no definite purpose—was, |n|
fact, making war vunder the honest convic-|
that it was engaged in a misslonary |

tion

work in the foreign field. |
Now, as has been said, it is exceedingly

doubtiul whether the Colonel, as President, |

would have sent troops to Mexico. It is|
doubtful chiefly because he would know|
exactly what sending them meant. He |
would see men and guns and ships, when |
Mr. Wilson saw a vague vision of abstract |
principles made effective without the exer-
[ the force that he sent to Mexico. |
Colone! Roosevelt always spoke with \!

certain amount of extravagance—and the

His reply to the Ger-|

They have invaded and conquered office
buildings downtown and apartment houses
uptown. They seem to be purely individu-
alists, without the Germans' organization,
but with true Germanic efficiency.

i all else it is de The Health Commissioner declares thel¢
as it is possible. Beyond all else It 18 city's health department is too busy saving th

bahies' lives to try to exterminate the in-
sect invaders. Fortunately the latter is

much-overburdened organization of the
Health Department. 1f every property
owner would make himself answerable for
{ be few mos-

his own premises there woul
secause there

quitoes bred in this city, 1
would he few breeding places. They have
flourished by the thousands this year be-
use of the unusual rainfall and the neg-
who have permitted pud-
in vacant

leet of citizen
dles of water to stand in yards,

le i t see them clearly and : ; ; i
“f 5 ;:p ;U ﬂ:cm lfnrlun;P'! arp-luts. on imperfectly drained roofs, in un-|posed authority of do
ately, w ia personal fo = : p 3
akaats on”aip; he:n President n'(-u\'ero-i water tanks, even in old tin cans|Belgium.
L g = Iz

in rubbish heaps. These are the mosquito-

incubators. There should be a mosquito

lextermination campaign—a campaign to hi

exterminate them at the source. If the
people responsible for the eonditions which

breed the insects would devote half the

 lenergy to clearing up their property that |
s8¢ ¢ submarina|SNerE e :
seited. her aun they give to fighting and cursing the pests | speak openly, the

the city wouldn't suffer from these winged

invaders.

Befuddling the Short Ballot Issue.
For the benefit of those delegates in the

{‘onstitutional Convention and politicians

outéide who are so industriously befud-

dling the short ballot issue, The Tribune

prints the following letter:

Ta the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: As a lifelong Republican of the stal-
eart brand, | don't know what to do with
these Republiesn obstructionists who join

with Tammany delegates in the Constitu-
Convention to defeat the very desira-

At least one of

hle short bullot prineiple

them isx a Tammany trader of many years'
standing, and he his politieal pirate
friends wre giving the Progreasive puarty =2
very good renson for staying in the field and

running eandidates, especinlly in' the state
election of 1916,
Root's speech ought to eonvince every

at the short bal-

\r
fair-minded Republ

lot is vers desirnble. While on the Pacitie
Coast two weeks ago, | read an editorial in
wrhe Portland Oregoninn,” which is, 1 think,

the oldest Republican paper in Oregon, con-

“Welcornin My ‘aot's speech s 14 ihlal 2 sl
€|cerning Mr. Root's speech ngainst invisible! Lopy next words in the same speech: “We

government and fer the short ballot

Many regular Hepublicans look up to ex-
Senator Root as our leader and are glad to
roceive  suggestions from such & distin-
guished and successful statesman and law-
yer, When young men whoe have voted the
Progressive ticket are inclined to Jjoin the
Republican party, it is most important te
show our superiority over the Democratie
party and set an cxdmple to these wavering
young men,

The delegates from the Assembly district
in which 1 live will uppert the short ballot,
but | appeal te the Republicun constituents
of those Hepublican in the convention
who are digsgracing party and repu
ating their platform by oppoxing the short
Hot and mak
they wish to restore disgracof
government ALFRED Ik, CONKLING

New York, Aug. 25, 1915
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Jdng it plain to every one that
ful invigible

There is no question to he seitled by the

|constitution makers on which the public is

lthinks that croquet is a tame diversion fit|
|nnly for girls in lingerie dresses or old
maiden women should see the prince and

levery single ome of our present game, bird
_"nr._d fish laws. and substitute therefor any-
|thing that they please to write down instead.

Ihis associntes as they grow enthusiastic Let us not blink this proposition, nor go to

E\-i_l;ler{l on our rights., Do the people of New
s P vish to put into the hands of -
oo e ronch it in the same spirit] York wis P ands of nine un
ently l'l?i,\ RI"IP ) T the btk d tp |kpown men the power to nullify all the game
at one « 0nes -:t. eha : ot land fish acts of our legislatures and destroy
This is not “jitney golf,” as the wags|the fruits of years of labor?
would have it, but one af kultur's minor| If they do, then let the press keep silent,
IEr-l the people sit still, and they will see it
dene.
| We hnve sacrificed much in helping to make
|the wild life laws of this state what they are
Sir Edward Grey has chosen an unusual | the best eode to be found in any state in
) Al L Z th lour country. Our legisiatures and our wari-
and SUrprising way of answering € ... state game commissions during the last
German Charncellor, hut it was expedient| fen years have done very well by the wild life
that an answer should be made at once, rnd the people. | demand that legislative

and  eder 0 e press e undoubiadly F57 37 8 T M0 of e sl o

over a particularly brilliant play.”

|

Bethmann-Hollweg Refuted.

[the medium best calculated to insure & p.oidature and the Governor. Show our

speedy refutation of the astonishing accu-|Legislature the right path in the protection of

sations published last w

= 1 .
cuments discovered in | follow it cheerfully every time!

I object to every line of Seetion 1, No. 773.
_ It is dangerous; It is unnecessary; it is a
In a considerable measure Dr. von Beth-leap in the dark without any exeuse. 1 be-
mann-Hollweg has already refuted them 'TII ';" that fhfll'!nncinu! lumber interests are
i self. 20t 1o dosaments, invented or dis-|b® -lrli‘l it for “what there is in it” for them.
: S s ol hi I m‘l_\:ﬂl the press and the people of New York
covered, can oul-r ."‘ any means cancel s+, demand of their delegates in the conven-
cwn open admission a vear ago of the tion, and especially of Mr. Elihu Root, chair-
wrong deliberately contemplated in the vio-| man, that Section 1 of Bill No. 773 be killed

g 2 i bedily Ty =t
ation of Belgian neutrality: “The wrong, &~ ':,:‘: :;’:: :::Eon'“::':‘ll'::?p‘i:t mas{ n;-.
e " ¢ portion of it,

wrong we thereby com-|te killed, in the interests of the wild life, the
make good as soon | ferests and the people at large of this nm;a.

WILLIAM T. HORNADAY.
New York, Aug. 23, 1015,

mit we will try to
as our military aims have been attained.” |
The documents by which it is attempted
1o explain away this wrong can never

have any more bearing on the incident| The Workers’ Reward.

than the hypothetical explosives which |To the Editor of The Tribune.

<ank the Lusitania so much more quickly| 8ir: Kindly sceept the thanks of one of
than the humane German torpedo was:{f“’ readers for printing the letters of Mr.
designed to sink her. {Norman Talcott and Mr. Sutton. The first

2 =L . proves that th is i - "

Besides, as Sir Edward Grey points out. e at there is in Greenwich at least
| ! ) y one clear thinker who knows how to express
|there i& not a line in the documents to L

himself,
justify the conclusions the Chancellor pre-| The second proves that the American la-
tends to draw from them. This has been hcring man is at last getting some sense into
pointed out repeatedly, yet again and

his hone head and refusing to become excited
again the same documents are brought up when “patriotism™ and “the flag" (neither of
in the attempt to show that even if the :hlih :'“““”3" has anything to do with the
Germens did commit a wrong, a Wrong 1I1F;°r::rw:;:;f i:;:”:: = hiim‘ .
no less great was planned against them by |marched obodienliy off to ;eﬂ:uh::::ﬁ.&mf?;
the British and Belgian governments. All|scme one else’s profit, and those that were
[these ingenious arguments are months old 1;" S permitted to return home and pay
now, and as to the new and too oh\'inusly_p;:..,.I:,:r:::; ‘::‘t}‘ l"‘:..\r!o‘i;!;t:nt:ftth; Hl.;m'v
false allegation that ‘Iiritmn was prcparcd"{‘iaere have been a few righteous w:::. 't;‘tit-
for war, an allegation supposed to be few.

5 okl It is a good si h I

founded on something Sir Edward Grey . g oo jyrolhin o

: : | : 7 last meeing t i

himself said, he refutes it by quoting his|for !ne:‘l::e :’n.ﬂ frl:!::riv‘;:goalr::tntsh:mk!::r"
Goshen, N. Y., Aug. 21, 1915, H. K. D.

are going to suffer, I am afraid terribly,|
whether we are in it or whether we stand
agide "

The interest of Sir Edward Grey"s
statement lies chiefly in the promise of
|some further documents dealing with An-
{glo-German relations and in a forcible re-
|iteration of the resolve to fight the war to
a finish. This will put an end, for the
present at least, to the very improbable

Disturbing a Beautiful World,
To the Editor of The Tribune.

-‘-‘Ir:_ Because a few selfish, unpatriotic
Americans have by the insistence on their
supposed rights nallowed themselves to be-
come shiclds for belligerent ships and have
in consequence suffered at the hands of
other belligerents that is no reason wvhy
the rest of the Ameriean people should have

ek on the sup-|forests, fish and game and the majority will|

T
oS 7,008

e

HE CAN STAND IT.

of Our

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The hour is striking, if it has not al-
| ready struek, when The Tribune will be
|1ooked to as the leader of the thought of
| American manhend. Editorial articles like
|“Delibarately Unfriendly” and “An Inconeeiv-
| able Blunder”™ are & godsend; they are, if 1
may say so, oxactly what thousands of “the
| mules that are left” would write if they knew
Ithe srt of expressing themselves so well,
Many & man ix looking to-day to The Tribune
f vision, strong, right judg-
dguts.” We are sickened, if

Ifor clearness o
ment, cournge

the truth were known, and bitterly nshamed

of the pesce-at-any price mollycoddles, the

|thuy fakers who are trying to stave ofl they |

|know not what with means they cannot
|themselves explain.
_' Why is it that any American ean believe in
|*movements” to halt even the beginning of
military preparedness, to ask men to pledge
themselves not to enlist in the army or navy,
to teach in the schools that military effi-
eiency and organization mean militariam? It
is the blind, soft-muscled, soft-hearted wenk-
|lings like thess, combined with the blind,
strong men, the men who are afflicted with a
blind spot—the American military blind spot
who have afflieted us with a curse through-
out our whole military history.

From the Revolution until now our school
children have been taught legends and myths
about our military history instead of facts.
| wish The Tribune would serve out a few
cold facts about our wars, from Bunker Hill
to Santisgo. At Bunker Hill the Americans
lcommitted a great blunder in attempting to
hold & veritable rat trap—Charlestown Neck.
The British general, Howe, agnainst the urgent
advice of Clinton, made an even grosser blun-
der. Instend of holding the narrow causeway
connecting the peninsula with the mainland
he actunlly drove the Americans out of the
trap. But before he did this, at great cost,
the Americans, as might be expected, were

out. Henece the fulse legend, which persisted
almest fatally throughout the Revolution,
thut Amerieans, forsooth, did not need organ-
ization or training or equipment--that they

able to resist until their ammunition gave

cles
this,
number of elective
tial, not only to permit concentration of
attention on candidates for Governor and

When nations are dealing with a great|to take “the tail of the ticket" out of the
nower, the essential thing for them is to|hands of the politician-patronage brokers,
know what the President, or the Foreign but to facilitate the workings of the direet
Secretary, or the official charged with the!prin1m‘y. which can only show the best
maintenance or enunciation of nationa®|results in connection with the short ballot

irer in mind or more determined than
A thoroughgoing reduction of the

etate officers is essen-

habit has grown on him. But he neither
acted in the spirit of his words nor made
hig advisers men who shared his weakness,
Think { John "ﬂ}' or Elihu Root in

of
Bryan's chair a few months ago

means when he uses words. For the
For the|

P
words they care not two straws,
lofty moral principles proclaimed in fault

less phrase and based on irrefragible
morals, they have no concern. Their busi-
ness is to know what the man who says

| political treachery.

¢lection. If the Republicans, who control
this convention, Tail to live up to the party

|pledge, they will invite the retribution of

The Democrats, whoe
aleo promised a shortening of the ballat,
will not be able to escape the penalty of a

them means by them. |vinlation of that promise on any plea that
And just here the President has broken | they formed the convention minority.
down. He has again and again used words| The Intest * scheme put
which were empty unless they were final |forth by Mr. Tanner's committec is ridicn
—words which meant war or were but|lous. Itisacraven surrender to Controller
rhetoric—and neither his own countrymen  Travis and his allies who are fighting the
nor German gtatesmen have been able to|short ballot. If the to be
gauge the meaning Woodrow Wilson at-{an administrative officer, he shouldn't be
tached to them. ig-h-rmi_ If he is not to be the independent
Here, too, Colonel Roosevelt is strongest. [auditor avhich the original plan made him,
What he says frequently goes beyond the[but merely a patronage dispenser, all ex-
meaning that he or any other sane person [cuse for keeping his name on the ballot
would find in his words.' But in him, in his [vanishes.
character, his record, there is written «

‘compromise”
Controller is

The short ballot which would command

rumor that the Entente Powers would
now he willing to talk of peace. There

can be no talk of peace, as he insists, till|

il

Germany has ceased to talk of supremacy
and tribute, till those she has sought to
crush have established beyond a doubt
the right to live their own lives in their

OWn Way.

The Pacifist.

U'pon viewing the ecitizen soldiery in their
field maneuvres at Plattshurg.)
We pray for peace! The swaying seas mount
hotter—

Swarming the world, the slowly thicken-
ing pool;
Life i1s for serviee, God, they know -who

strangle
(inee, o'er Thy name, e'er yet their bodies
c"l'!
Life is ijor service Yen, —7¢ know —who
serve mnot,
Who wateh and warn
ening end;
Standing aloof while bitter, hlackened ruins

Leer at the homes we waver to defend.

and weigh the sick-

How have we prayed! Lord, Lord, the quick-

yguish

ening «
Of our dulled souls has willed our swift
rilease.
Light Thou our aim, then, higher than theis
comfort
Thou our last hope - so, Lord, we may have
peace!

Vet, if they reck not, so the foe be tearing
Armor from justtee, children from their

play, .

Life is for xervice. We have served in
spint

We pray for} peace O, arm us for the
fruy!

:::;: :1]::" Lilvn in thi:_l benutiful wor|d|hmi “lickad"” the best troops of Europe, and
miserable by a disturbance of the|could always do so, without military pre-
peace in their country. !parmine“ '

Americans w |
ho have so little regard for| This sinister legend was transmitted to sue-

| 'h M
p[: ‘::”::. doefli:)h:rI:,:T; D;I::' 3:;”?"':'. PO- | saeding generations. [t was our curse in the
| such a .'Iunhior! that they endanger the pl:“': humiliating !and operations of 1812; it was
ful foreign relations of the nation should be N® curse of our failure to attain our object
Il\rnndvd a5 traitors. They are doing their !0 the Florida Indian wars; it sent Taylor to
| best to get the United States to join in the meet the Mexicans at Pulo Alto when they

S i 3
hysterieal destruetion of the human r1.ce|outnumbered him seven to one; it eaused our

|now going on in Europe,
| Citizens of the United States of Ameriea
Iwnr!hy_nf the name do not walk into the
firing line, knowing that protection ecannot
be given and that their fellow eitizens -:ill
have to suffer for theiraets. No citizen when
st home ean lawfully fashion his acts so that
they tend to a breach of the peace. Why
51.1"111(! he be allowed to do so when he is
nbroad ? HELEN M., BENT
Oceanside, N. J., Aug. 23, 1815, .

troops to desart Scott at Cerro Gordo because
“their enlistments were up”; it made a
wretched fizzle and an appalling waste of life
during the first two years of the Civil War;
|and the lesson had te be learned all over
again in Cuba in 1898, Of course it was
|promotly forgotten? No, it was never
| learned.

The ssinine people who dream on about
“raising a million men before sundown" are
still saying, after all these bitter lessons—of

R C. HENDRICKSON. | New York, Aug.

“Bullyragging Germany.”

To the Editor of The Tribune !

which they ure profoundly ignorant—that
‘the Amerieans have won all their wars with

Sir: Now that Thaw is out of jail rnd militia and volunteers,” What are the facts?
Frank lynched, that Mexicans consider it u We won the Revolution through the stupidity
pustime to pot our soldiers (potting ordinary of British peteraly, duaugh Sie RUSeusiS:

f ‘ Washington's trained regulars and, above all
tiz . gton's ;
citizens 1s too commonplace), that England | ip . uoh munitions sent from France, and the

has decided to shut off our commerce to the| yietory of De Grasse off Cape Henry pre-
?:;::r:\fhe;e-lt pleases her, has purchased her!ceding Yorktown. We won the War of 1812
i uure: 0:.: and |I|‘Iam to finance her wants!on Lake Erie, on Lake Champlain, agd by
s m y‘mlr tts we can contentedly, our destruction of Hritish commerce on the

ith resclutely calm minds and unflinching high seas. We won the Mexican War partiy
courage, turn on the German propsgandists. by sheer luck, partly by the splendid training

'
Of all great and momentous questions befors | of our very small force of regulars and partly

us I..hu'. of surtr!!fullly bullyragging Ger-| by naval co-operation that saved the day at
many comes first, and is the only one worthy| Point Isabel and Vers Cruz—as well as by
of serious consideration on the part of a|the lack of morale among the Mexicans. We
grape juice and soda pop democracy. waon the Civil War by sheer weight and mass,
I'ortur.-a:riy.'my ancestors on both sides/ by superior resources, after resorting to
‘hﬂ_md settle New England and lick England drafting men, after needlessly sacrificing un-
| twice. Otherwise | might be sccused of hav-|told blood and treasure, after training and
ing been drugged in the trenches with beer organizing a million men, and even then, only
instend of soda pop when writing this.

F. W. COLLINS.
24, 1915,

Orleans, and from Mobile Bay to Foxt Fisher.

[A Result, in Part, of a Gross Misinterpretation of the Plain Factsi
Military History.

I slouch ms he may. and blunder as he may,
eannot help defeating an infant,

Throughout our military history, we have
had any amount of bu!l luck. The fact that
Beaumarchais was able with hiz genius to
colleet French munitions and send them to
the Amerieans during the Revolution was not
“our fault,” Put it is a stain on our honor
that the Americans, having gained their free-
dom, never paid Beaumarchais for the ruin of
his private fortune. Th2 fact that our Reve-
lution was only a “side show" of the great
struggle between Great Britain and France,
and that this #'rcumstance handicapped Grest
| Britein beyvond mensure and gave
help. wns again “net our fault,” In 1512-"14
the faet that England was engaged in death
gripe with Napoleon was all that could pos-
|sibly have saved us from grave disaster. And
when, in September, 1514, Wellington's Pen-
Insula veterans descended upon us at Platts-
burg we failed to learn the lesson that
militin cunnot be depended upon in an emer-
geney., Under General Macomb we had just
1,500 effective regulars to stem the tide of
{invasion and keep the Great Lakes from he-
coming Cunadian territory —to save Buffalo,
Utiea and Albany from becoming Canndian
cities. Macomb’s 1,500 was to halt between
11,000 and 14,000 veterans of the Douro and
the Tagus, the Ebro and the Garonne-the
men of Torres Vedras and Vittorin, And
how many militin had joined Macomb by Sep-
tember 11, the day of the battle? Only
enough to mnake his total ill-assorted force
12,500! What saved us? The skill of Me
Donough on Lake Champlain, which poten-
tinlly cut the British line of communications
and made further British advance along
Champlain impossible. Suppose MeDonough
had been defeated? Our history turned on
a split hair!

Time and time again Congress haa all hut
ruined our chances of success in war. If any
citizen there be who does not helieve this,
let him read General Upton's “Military Pol-
icy of the United States” and learn the cold

facts, This book may be had for 60 cents
from the Government Printing Office,
Washington.

: Now, in August, 1915, the hour of destiny
is striking. Shall we wake up and learn our
Ile!lons of the past, or shall we characteristi-
leally blunder on and on, into disaster the
|like of which we have never dreamed of ?

|  Even now, at this momentous erisis, we are
ingnin unprepared, and, worse, we are hin
idered by [ools. “What are 100 Americans
|drowned on the Lusitania,"” mouths the arch-
:fcml of them ull, “to the hundreds of thou-
| sands we should sscrifice in war?" Is that
| far uy he can see beyond his nose? That,
land no further? 1 wish he eould be sent to
| Alaskn, anywhere, to get him out of the way.
Why protect American eitizens in Mexico?
Why protect Ameriean citizens on the high
seas? Why, indeed, except to maintain the
honor and interests, and the prestige, of the
nation, that others, and yet others, and yet
maore hundreds of American citizens, may not
he treated the same way, with insolent eon-
tempt, with eynieal, brazen indifference to
n great, hulking, pesce-at-any-price nation
that talks, ard objects, and threatens, but
never intends, us Germany thinks, to net?

To aet! God have merey on us, are we
to consider anything bettor than war? Are we
to say as in 1907, “Great Britain will never
allow Japan to attack us blood is thicker
than water”? Are we to say that, when we
lift not a little finger to help Great Britain
in her life and denth struggle? Bah! SBuch
talk smells to heaven., The offence is rank
let our souls, our manhood, be purged of
th:fl leaning on other nations, and then re-
maining “neutral” when they are in dire
need. The worda “strictly neutral” age be-
ginning to be an abomination,

Let Amerieans understand, once and for
all, that Germany's sinking of the Arabic
is the final, deliberate, crowning insult. “It
o’ertops Pellon™; it is intolerable. 1f now we
do not act—if wa “lose the name of action,”
we shall be the laughing stock of the world!

Shudes of Washington and Lincoln, of
Grant and Lee, defend us! Turn over in
your graves and give us stinging hlows of
the memories of old, of our fathers who
fought and died at Saratoga and Gettysburg
ithat we might live! Welcome the mcts of
valen:e perpetrated by Germans when
trouble comes—the blowing up of arms fac-

by blockading the South from Caird to New  tories and whatever else. For every traitor's hand and foot?" Go and do like

act of tremson will be a godsend to our

We won the Spanish war because » ;mu!,;u(t-mindcd generation, It will give us the

GENERAL

vital |

thing we need, a thorough rousing to our
danger, a soul-cleaning righteous wrath, »
spark of manhood in thousands of the hearts
of our misguided pacificiats

There are enough men; ‘hers are enough
“males left.” Rouse the p the fim
| from their eyes and let them see Germangls

q ! Qrein

attitude toward us as it 1. Have done with
| backing and filling; have done with natimet
| that iz slowly rotting into eowardice] hare
!dm\e with living in a foul's par ! Have
| done with words, words, = til the
very thought of words is en (ke thae
| blood boil.

| Recall Gerard: give vor f his
| passports; then, sbove all, sny And
when one more American cif cilled on
| the high seas, when in this } i (erman
| submarine gives no warning here are
| no “mitigating circumstances save the
mark!) call Congresa togethet fnar B8 €%~
press trains ean take it to Wasl sume
mon Congress to declare wur!

“ry &% 1 J.t'\'

| Annapolis, Md., A'.;'.'

| Humorous General Bernhard.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
| Sir: Many thanks for the j
General von Bernhardi's review of the waria
| to-day's Tribune. It interesting
Von

Llication of

.

maost

|nay, more—it is decidedly humor

Bernhardi i= nothing more nor than 3
purfectly grave, pathetically ser norist.
Like & horse with blinkers, he at one
|outlook., One reading his article without

|r..mcm|¢ his name would with

|conclude that it was written

|Fome strategist of pro-Germs: rationt

The good general reiternte grest
lgusto the reports of the enormous losses B
killed, wounded and prisoners of the Allles
|Not once does he mention Germanic (o8
Perhaps he is permeated with the geners

Teutons mre

1 “a

idea 'of his countrymen that u
noarable againat
lgeses of

supermen, and therefore invu
|shot and shell. Or else the terrific
|the Germans count for naught
have brought their widely

to use in raising soldiers fron
|or perhaps the Krupps are
them like guns. This is not
tiously, but is in line wi
trend of thought.

I have an imaginary mental
change in the present schems
of Germany with England’
land with Germany’s strategical
of a ruined British commerc:
predominant German navy. M:

4 glorious vietory, indeed, for Ger
But the other way round? W
friends are stone «blind t

the grount
ufacturing
vered face

general's

this

the case.

Then we have the Hrit o the
“moral seum,” “drummed together k" 8
quote verbatim,  Well, all ay i
that if the heroes of the Ypres
Gallipoli and numerous ot! fields
are “moral scum,"” then woe | Germasy
it the cremm of British civilizat ever getd
irte this war!

Grant won the Civil War thr liis per
severance and patience, and by the same
methods will the Allies be vict in thy
|present  horrible confliet, (esp resent
adversities. F. B.

New York, Aug. 22, 1015

‘ b . .
Germanizing Europe
I'o the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: The annexation items pr 4 eod
||]lhl are Appesring in our newspapers a8
|convineing me that the real purpose of the
wor is the Germanizing of Fu 11 was W
be done by the adding of Belgium and part el
| France and Russia to Germany, to Deé fol-
fowed later on, when by nature the Empert
of “Austria passes away, by the sbsorbing o
Auetria. With that complete, Germany would
]dnrn'mlf.l Europe and be i tion W
| stand the rest of the Eastern Hemisphere o

ita head. SAMUEL SAUNDERS
New York, Aug. 21, 1915,

An Example.

{To the Editor of The Tribu:

| S8ir: To President Wilson,

| Patrick Henry, another Virginiar

|name immortal when he said, *°

|supinely on cur backs, hugging

|phanitom of hope, while our enemy
wise!

THOMAS

vV r;"'.nlll:

: G. (
Brooklyn, N. Y., Aug. 23, 1915,

o




