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Carranza.or Nothing?
It

' -ation
..¦ñera'.

tract.. of i.arrow mind and
small capacity, who owes ire of

r t*i the ex« i et on

« has

made so far with I>.in \. it ha»*
r second.

In his <!iji!ur. I fas shown
both lie la.*

: to «ne line, refusing to c

himself to any projects which seemed to

i.im t«. impar Mexican sovereignty or to

recognize the light of foreign powers to

intervene for the purpose of reorga
the Mexican government. It has required
a pood deal of dogged persistence on his

part to resist the sort of outside pressure
;.h Huerta yielded and to which Villa

has been willing to yield. When he was

far weaker than he is to-day he protested
against t! c American occupation of Vera

Cruz, ano he refused to send represénta¬
lo the futile Niagara Falls confer¬

ence bcca.se the A. B. (.'. mediators de-
dined to define in advance the scope of
that conference) or the conditions under
which he was expected to enter it.

D when his own fortunes looked

¡blackest, when the military convention
as captured by hit- enemies and he was

to retire from Mexico City to Vera

ruz, he repelled all suggestions that he
hould acknowledge the breakdown of his
verr.ment and give a pledge to retire in

¡vor oi v executive, to be chosen
ier foreign auspices by representatives
all the »Mexican factions. Now that
s Stronger than ever before, he natu-

y refi.-. I ' enter the conference
ned 1 .;. American Con.

at would put him on an

|ith d- almost extir.^»
ts like Villa and Zapata.

it righl or call it wrong, Carranza's
straightforward, open and

logical. Being so, it has offered a striking
contrast m policy of the

ition. While he has
hewed to a straight line the Washington

listration has travelled in circles.
Mr. Wilson boycotted Huerta and used

hort of an actual advance
leXKO City to drive Huerta out of

He seizod Vera Cruz, but then
turned his quarrel with Huerta over to

the A. B. C. mediators. He announced that
the United States was poing into Mexico

rve humanity," that service includ¬

ing a tran-fer of the great landed proper¬
ties from the hands of the hacienda map-

nates into the I.;.» ds of the peons.
Soon, however, Vera Cruz was evacu¬

ated and thi- rving humanity"
in Mexico na* abandoned. At Indianapo¬
lis, on January b last, »Mr. Wilt-
that, so far as he was concerned, the
Unit1 would do nothing to in-

.«. with the Mexican people in their
efforts to cuate a povernment which

h themselves. Yet six months later
I he issued an "ultimatum" threatening
P American on unless the faction

chiefs stopped ravaginp the country and
got together. The war continuing, he re-

ted the Latin-American countries to

help him bring pressure on Mexico,

king I that that pressure should
d should not include

like actual military intervention.
General Carranza has declined to par¬

ticipate m the conference planned by the
l'an-Ainei-ican mediators. His recent mil-

and the evidence given by
his Bubon loyalty to him have

encouraped him in the belief that his pov¬
ernment is the only one in Mexico at pres-

..'tiMderation. He virtually
« ition. The administration

would I:!.«' to boycott him as it boyc«t)tted
Huerta. But from a practical point of

government is now about the
only
cviith-.w .-. and what is left!1 It may
not be a very admirable form of povern¬
ment. Bttt Mexico is in extrcmi». She
will have to take the most pr.
savior in sight. I'nless something is done
soon there will he little worth saving.
When the Pan-American mediators

I apain this week they will I
face a choice bajwliiu Carrai

^ chaos. Th< administration's policy in
m ¡CO has 1«. 'ward chaos. A
"' zation of that fact should n..

eager to sad anarchy and very modest
about enlarging on Carranza's faul

Commemorating Lafayette.
The New York Committee of I

e:te Fund, before asking a million
icans to sign a petition .

Lafayette's birthday be made a na

holiday, should reflect that Congre

trict of Columbia, the territories an

eral Nttrrat**).
designate holidays within their borders, a

provision- which would make it ne<

for the patriotic nun and women sei

th« propon«- new holiday to petition «very

-ment as well as Conpres!«.
¡mo, reduce« v< t y Inrpely the-

that their undcrtal
ess.

There can be no doubt that Lafay«
¡tied him to the grateful

true American. Bui
- ta his birthday a

national II inevitably arouse
t>e mistin-

\meri-
I to luirt her fr-.

Much might taki
should

his turn along with such worthies
Frnnklin,'

'¦'. Tris. The
fact that Lafayette was not an

Ame«- . Thej
proclamation of the new holiday l>y a state

or two would peneate I.afay-
pointed refusal of a

number.
It is on the wh< le ¦ wise provision which

-. corn-

rations. Did I the
national holidays ir.tti

the en would the number of
incrcf.se alarmingly, hut in «ach in-

stance lnr«.-- intry would
ervice. Lafayel
*o be sullied in thi.-;

manner.

A Midsummer Night's Dream.
"manly art of

hton Beach
exhil auch

nee" that apparently
any danger during the ten,

» c.vi pt from an aroused audience.
The 01 »vai that received by
pugilism.
And yet pugilism has a marvellous rec¬

ord of recovery. From time immemorial
prize!':; i their backers have In-!

the public to pruellir.fi matches.
iy advertised, only to stage lame Imitations

-rin over the pate receipts. But the

public perseveres. The next fip-ht may be
a real one, it tells itself, «'«ml backs up:
it? incurable optimism with its money.

«i*. Saturday night its seducers collected
from it from $70,000 to $90,0l
ing to various estimates, a large part of
it from men who paid a dollar each for
seats so far removed from the ring that

they were unable to tell a feir.t from a

blow and could hardly distinguish the
.arts. As it turned out, these re¬

mote spectators remained the best satis¬
fied of all. sine© distance lent enchantment
¦and the sight of that sea of humanity
stretching to and about the fiercely plowing
ring i". the open night must have had it--

ration. But was it a spectacle or a

hich they had paid their dollars?
ran almost visualize that vast path-

rising as «.re n ah

ty chorus "A fight!" And:
ii. Simply another mid-
dream.

More Part-Time Pupils.
According to all the estimates, the

schools will open this year less able to

accommodate the number of pupils regis-1
tered than ever. Apparently there will lie

40,000 !" .''.'.000 part-time pupils,
despite the fact that this year there is
far less dftnand on the schools fuii the

immigrant element of the population '.han
usual. Moreover, the education auth« ities
face the condition that there is av ¡table
a far smaller sum now for consti ction
of new schoolhouses than is customary.

These thiups are deplorable, Iiut are

they avoidable? N'ew York has grown --.

accustomed to the part-time evil that no

real stir of indignation is produced by t

now. The lessened appropriation for con¬

struction is a new circumstance in the

tangle, but, unfortunately, it is likely to tie

n1 for much time to come. City rev¬

enues rained almost to the burst¬
ing point, and the direct state
which, ever motinti'ijr, will have to be met,

retrench«
by the city authori-

I ¡revei worthy the purp
h is appan t.* that sooner or later this

tvil will become so monumental that some¬

thing will have to be done about it, even i''
.¡g the impossible."

Increasing the city's revenue, under
mg circumstances, will not necessarily

enough money to set right the

school conditions. The likeliest thing is
tie working out of some method, liki '!:.

being experimented
with, for incrcasir.p* the school plants' use

rapacity without actually increasing
the plants.

Modern War's Melodrama.
The first account of Wednesday'

pelin visitai i« London a

occasions a feel awe at the
>r «.f the experience. This at las*

stems to apprt the "war of the
worlds" ai Mr. Wells'.- fertile imagination

fed it a d more ago. We
take the liberty of quoting from Mr. Shop
herd's startling description:

"Traffic is at a Standstill. A million
make a su it. Seven million

iggest <-ity in the world
ng int.. the sky from the dark-

Among the autumn
gaunt Zeppelin. It is

of the harvest moon.

The ! -aching
'ron : city are touching all

of the i! . ger with their
white tips. inds shake

They are Zeppelin bombs, fall¬
ing, killing, burning. Lesser noises, of

: haï d the 7

Aerial gui i Into the
sky." . . .

Melodrama!i-« to the hi And
mplaining that mod«

ern v.. with the
". HOW U»OM and «lull are »I

a-« d with this
puny and ii mt 'lie old naval
wl « n fl igi ; - : .te and:

over blood gréa.id di

Trenches and submarines hav« banished
tho old plories, but the cnn.qur»-t of the
air has gi'tn us this new sped

tically frightful that 11 defeat
profess« ! purpo
However inhuman, ruthless, ata

the Zeppelin raid excites not frig!
emulation. Londoners would like to think
that England could cut ns sensatioi
figure in the sky. Listen to "The Globe"

:her London papers urping reprisal
raids by British aviators on German

"It is time this supersqueamish-
cries "The <i!ob«.," a«* if a

h raid could prove any more effectual
in frightening Germans than was ",'.

lin night" in striking terror to English
heat ta,
The Kaiser's theatrical bosom must

swell to bursting when he considers this

envy of his prodigious show. Twenty in¬

nocent lives is indeed a small price to pay
f..r such royal emotion.

Amba«sador von rlern<tor(T Insists he didn't
any letters to Archibald because he
eonaidsr it safe. Am! apparently that

ly reason ho didn't Join I'r. l>umbn.

» h r fi Bleei k Woman..

Ii bis sympathy,

Bloodshed and Poppies.
There i« n brisk discussion In France be¬

tween the people and the senti¬
mental, tradition loving peasant--,. It has
bren notice.I that nil the battlefields of

rn Prance v. here blood was shed last

awave with rc.l poppiea, which grow
ere and border a! the roads. The

's see in it the aftermath of
n the fights of last Biitumn. Scientific

men point out that it is merely the natural
( the fields being thrown out of cul¬

tivation. Hut at lesst the peasants have tra¬

dition on their side. Th« dreadful battle of
Landen In K-S'3, when the victorious French
era the defeated Allies left on the field be¬
tween them some, twenty thousand dead, pro¬
duced a similar phenomenon. Lord Perth,

.» to hia sister in the following sum¬

mer, described the appearance of the field
in words which gave Maeaulay an opportu-

for a characteristic, flight, "During
many months the ground was strewn with
skulls und bones of horses ami m»n. . . .

The next summer fertilized by twen»

ty thousand cor; to mill
:ons I The traveller who on 'he

.. Tron to Tirlemont saw that
vast let spreading from 1

«rinden could hardly
i. Hebrew

prophet was literally accomplish«.! and that
the earth was disclosing her blood si

fusing to cover the slain."

The Kaiser and the Bavarian Army.

The appointment of the Kaiser as n field
1 in the Bavarian army is a doubtful

compliment, and probably intended by
Ludwig more as 1. reminder that
of his own army than as a tribute to th.-

military genius of the Kaiser, Only whenl
the empire is in a state of war is the K

constitution oi
1 i.r the wh tie

though it is always in r>i :.
Il in any of

mies of tin- federated statoh. In the
times of peace the kings of Bavaria, Saxony
and Wurtemberg are supreme in their own

armies, the soldiers eompi ! ih nr?

in to th'-m amI ¡i rmnn
.r, who has no

inrr sworn in to the empire and to th«
ead of the federation, the King «if
a. In most affaira the title of >'i(-r

mar. Fmneror means nothing more than the
of the '.frmanic Federation of

Independent States.

Heligoland.
rrtUer 1

The German Umpire should hare pro¬
claimed yesterday as a notable "Joy Dsy,"
for a quarter of a century ago took piare the

p in h transaction without which the
Prussians t have declared that the

«i.r woul.l have been impossible the
unan Empire of Heligoland.

1' v.iis on August '.'. 1890, tl d was

given up by the last British Governor Mr.
A. C. S. Barkly, who died within a few
months of his last official act in Heligoland

German The F.mperor
William, recognizing the prize he had
secured from Lord Salisbury, lost little tin«
in making his new possession valuable. On
.he day after the actual surrender he visited
Heligoland and proclaimed it part of tl
pire, and before tho y.-ar was out a start had
been made with the work ( g what

"Neutrality a Blunder."
To the Fditor of The Tribune.

Sir: I though' the articles lately appear¬
ing in your column.» by "American Citizen"

the beat "rom your own wonder*
»i published since

the European war began. Pur after reading
y's Tribuns the letter headed

"Neutrality a Blunder." by Mr. Conrad
r.cd to think we should let

Mr. Ho! h» go to the head of the class. He
« right from start to finish and has struck

'he heart of the whole matter.
pretend to be

! why hide the fad that every
re;.!, patriotic American i« heart and soul
with the All:«*" At tho of the
wai wai 1 neutral as the Pri

the <iermans ruined
Belgium and fol-

pretty
with tl g of tl 1 I fail to
ee 1 ow any American worthy of tho

ran be on Germany') side, unless pc
from some Selfish, ulterior motive

I would ei g many more such ar¬

ticles by Mr. Hobbs. M. 1 LAREY.
ïork. Sept 10, 1915.

Appreciation.
l ribune.

Sir: 1 1 ..ress my appréciâtion
of the splendid editorials that have appeared
recently in The Tribuí tisse, when
the administration in Washington seems to
be afraid to take a step that it 0U|

for fear of severing relations 1
ourselves and the T« *,

Your paper cannot fail to increase its cir

dilation if it continues to take the stand it
B are voicing the

:i of the great majority of real Amer¬
icans. I for on« ... w,>rk
vou are d« 1 n
New York, Sept 9, 1015.

Thankfulness.
1ne.

Thank Cod for n

Hobbs, of Hos'on. Every ttue An.
'-.liter spare to

v. I SPRING!
Billsdala, N. J, Sept. j, liiio.

STRAFE GERMANY!

Only Sense of World"s Hatred Can
Change German Nature.

To tha Editer of The Tribune.
Bin We Amerieaas are ¡Hing In a foot's

paradlssl Let us look at things as they
! Reich .i/«-«l up trt-â Ht

man situation eight years »fro. In bis

aay'a Ma-lne«r." he quotes fro« s

speerh of the Kaiser ng f«.
"If one wishes to nettle something -n thli

world, the pen is only powerful so long a»

it is backed by the power of the iwortL"
apply this menul attitjde to the Kai

scr's view of our notes.
Entil Colonel Roosevelt's Plnttshur ?

speech there was nothing done. He knew

the Colonel personally, anil reallted that
.iirh a afiercH m.ant at leait an acho from-

a great many Americans. Result a prom

is«, whVh «vjfh German fdesls means * scrap

of paper If it doesn't «-uit them to k--ep It.

As long as we retain diplomatic rela¬
tions with Germany we contions their of

fences against civilization I am juit la

receipt of a letter from a cosmopolit in

thinker of note In London who touches on

the I.lea I wish to express. Ho says;
"I nm keenly interested in tho course of

events on your aide and tho feeling rhown
in the United States of America, l>ecau«e

I fir, or the results of thin war, «rill
affect us and our children a great deal more

than i« ordinarily thought,
"If any other power Is Inclined to folio.»/!

the example of Germany in the future, it

will only he deterred by the f*on«eo.uence'i
to Germany of the pn-sent totiflict.

"If ! t easy to rei-ain her;

placo and politic«, i'

her pet to ra

th«m as if nothing had 1.ht.}. ^
will show thai Germany has not soffen
¡¿reatest of all losses, the only real >os«, a

moral Iocs In the eyes of the world. They
took a chance and failed, hut If it Is made
clear that evan victory will never put Ger¬
many or the Germans on the same plane as

before it may prove a warning and ex¬

ample. You and I may be saved from par¬
ticipating more in the mad scramble fs»r
armaments, and our childroi. may escape a

repetition of the sacrifices which now have
to be made to repel the blood-lust of a

maniacal people.
"The attitude of your fellow-eitizeng in

America toward the moral failure of the
German race will count fi»r more toward
their repentance and regeneration than an"

thing from us, and so I r,»ioice greatly »o

in this your own sentiments sr»,
with us."

\«. can't <!o very much, hut we certainly'
need r.o longer bo officially friendk

nation. , WILSON D. LYON.
York, Sept. B, I

Allied Bonds Here.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I see in to-day's Tribune an article
which states that unless some method were

adopted which would tend to equalize the

difference in exchange between the English!
pound sterling and the American dollar our

export of commodities would he materially
affected.

It seems to me a very simple method could
he applied, which if acted upon by the Allied
forces, England. Enture, Russia, Italy and

Japan, would keep the exchange between the
United State« and the countries named at
s. inrwhere nea? the proper ratio. If the
Allied countries would Jointly make a bond

12,000,000,000 or î.i.noo.noo.non.
draw;- at G per cent, which could
ho listed upon our exchanges, these bonds
could be readily sold to private lnr»

hers.
If listed upon our local exchanges they

could be used as collateral by investors if
.«, and would he regarded in every way

as gilt edged securities. Many manufactur¬
ers who at present could not utilize a for-

eeurity could In sueh case readily ob¬
tain advances through any batik in the

solution of the problem occur.« to m'

as feasible. The hon.-is being Issued and
in this country would be practically

American bonds. The great trouble with
local investors is they are not accustomed to
handling foreign Issues. Manufacturers and

¡t.lie in the 1'riited State« who pur¬
chase a bond or security of any kind usually

one which is list ne American
iige where quick realization may be

had. H. 8TIMPSON OILLETT.
New York, Sept. 10, 1916.

A Congress of Nations.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I am sorry that the Austrian Am-
lor has made such a blunder. We

Americans are neutral in this unholy war.

We a» a government do not take sides with

any of the nations now engaged in war;
therefore we treat them all alike. Because
Germany cannot get supplies from this
country, is that any reason why American

capital should not manufacture guns and
dges or any other kind of war ma-

for nations with which we are on

friendly relations?
f.f.t «nir fault that Germany is not

able to get 1er supplies across the ocean. She
must not for a moment think she can dictate
to us ami tell us what we ought to do. We
know our r

Every loyal American deprecates this war,
and our people are earnestly praying to God

ly terminât if.n. I have been hop¬
ing for years that the civilized nations of
the world would elect delegates to a con-

nil differences should be re-

ferred. Then, if any nation wanted to de-
-.-. ar against an-ither without just cause

lei u-> all lay to the nation that is in the
wrong: "You have no just claim. Go home

th your fellow men and you
will receive ju * >¦.¦; otherwise we will all be

and you will he compelled to re-

of others." There is no

under heaven that wants to do right
which can object to this proposition.

PETER TWAMLET.
New York, Sept. 11, 1916.

Democracy Against Despotism.
¦ Editor of The Tribune.

Sirt Many thanks from many readeis f>-
'your splendid editorial of to-day. entitl.«.!
"The Marne After a Year." h voie.« the

menta of thousands of Americans v.ho
it *¦ - world war is !"deed a conflict

reesj Demeeraey and Despot-
iam, and that I»emoeracy is winning-.

r..nee to Russia and the trans-
I on is most timely.

of I » fray with
liberal ideas and aspirations, and make great
stride.» in the advance to a truly populir
government. The reaction in Germany is
-ure to come, and will md forever »h-
militarism uhich now rulen her and threst-

ie »orll.
In tl 'ne let not America ff.rg-'

to honor her faithful friend France, la h "
nor E- i land, for he!

faithful allegiance to her allies and the
cause of civilisation and liherty. We mi«

great peoples are re il¬
ly fighting our battle, which we shall have

t alone if they fail. W. I' T
Madison, N. J., Sept. 7, i&15. j

SAFETY FIRST.

THE COMMITTEE DESIGNATIO

Substitutes Visible Responsibilil
for Nominations for Invisible.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: I have read with interest your got

editorial on the sub reet nomin
tions, called for'h by ex-President Taft
criticism of this reform. It is a singub
thing that both friends and foes of dire.
nominations, in their argument» upon th

subject, lose sight of one phase of dire.
nominations that, in the estimation of Go'
ernor Hughes, was all important to the su.

cess of any direct primary law. This foa
ure is embodied in the law of no other stat

and was first incorporated in the Hinmni
Green bill by the Brooklyn Young Republ
can Hub at the inception of Governc

Hughes'* fight for the reform in this stat
It is the so-called "committee" feature, nc

embodied in the presen^ law of New York.
The "committee" system answers at one

the arguments of thousand- of fair, oper
minded people, who claim, like Mr. Taft, thí
direct primarles have left the matter e

nominations "up in the air," and have lei
no one apparently charged with the respor

libllity of nominating good candidates. I'po
this very noint we have the testimony c

Frederick M. Davenport, candidate for Lieu
tenant Governor on the Progressive stat
ticket whom no one will accuse of bein

reactionary who states in an article in on

of tho July, 1!»15, "Outlooks" that there I

something decidedly lacking and disappoint
ing in the operation of the direct primar
laws of the various states, and referí 'o thi
absence of "responsibility" as the cause.

We have, therefore, the*. ant au

thorities looking at the subject from oppo
site positions, but both agreeing as to th
nature of the ailment of direct nominations.
These gentlemen would have made a hap

pier selection of terms had they said tl.a

under direct primaries no one was veste,

with,the "visible and apparent" responsibilit;
for the selection of good candidates, in-tea.
of saying that no one wa* h "le

.bility" for such selection. The part:
machine always has been, is now nnd alway
will bo "responsible" for tho selection o

candidates, good or bad but that rcsponsi
bility always has been, and is «till, a secret
invisible one, possibly more so under th.
primary laws. The voter at the primary to

day. if it be the desire of the machine, ha:
ntely no tangible evidence that wil
fy the machine candidate from an'

others. We cannot call the man nominate«
at the primary the choice of tho machine 01

any one else. We can only eloquently refei
to him as the "people's choice" the respon
sibility is frith the "people" i. e., it is no

Most of the initiated know who ii
"responsible" for him, but they cannot prov<
it to tho rank and tile. I'nder the "commit
tee" system there would be a party commit
ree, in most cases composed of regular ma

chine gentry, for every office to be filled
The committee would meet publicly aft":
first being elected hy the party voters anc

publicly ca**. its ballots designating its
choice for the party's candidate for a giver
office. The designation so filed would auto¬
matically place such candidate's name on thr
primary ballot. Here we would have th«!
open, visible "responsibility" of the regular
party machine for this candidate. We would
know the names of the men on the commit¬
tee and we would know who, on the commit¬

tee, voted to designate such candidate. In
more ways than one such committeemen could
he "reach, d" by the party voters if they fa-
vored a bad candidate.

If the man so designated hy the party-
committee did not meet the approval of any
group of citizens, that group, or any other
group, would then be given a week to cir¬
culate a petition, getting a hundred or so

signatures to it, designating a man of their
choice. These names, i. e the name of »he

party committee "désignée" and the name

of a "désignée" or "désignées" named by a

group or groups of citizens, would all go on

the primary ballot, the first position
given to the name of the psrtj eOBMBlttes
candidate more for the purpose of singling
him out than of giving him any advantage
cr distinction as the machine candidate.

In nine cases out of ten the party com-
gnee" would he found acceptable,

¿n eight cases out of ten this would be so

t.

because of the ever present danger of his
being opposed at the primaries if not ac-

epl able.
We thus have the responsibility for a

nomianti.n fixed, and we give the party vot¬
ers an opportunity to start a campaign to re¬

ject the machine "désignée" if ho is not all
right. Neither of these things is done under
the present law. In many districts petitions
have been circulated fot various candidatos
for each party. Many of these petitions were

"blind" i. e., they were never intended to
be filed. The real petition that was to be filed
might well be circulated so secretly that its

¦;ce was not known. t'p to midnight
Tuesday, September 7, there was a free for
all marathon to get these petitions filed at
the Board of Elections. Before midnight
Tuesday night, September T, the machine did;
not ha .- petition showing whom It I
favored. Then it tiled its petition. After

,ht no petitions could be riled giving
who did not like the machine "des-
a chance to get some other "dc-

" name on the primary ballot. So
that from September 8 to primary day, Sep-,
temher 'i4*, these people can fold their hands
with a clear conscience because there will be
only one name on the primary ballot .that
of the machine "désignée"-- and they can do
nothing to prevent his nomination.
Why does not The Tribune get behind this

all important feature of direct primaries"
It is the most vital phase of the entire
proposition. Governor Hughes could have
made his campaign for a primary law similar
to those of other states, but upon the urging
of the Brooklyn Young Republican Club and
in face of the opposition of well known poli-
ticians^he selected the committee system and
made his entire fight upon that system. As
a matter of history I might state that the
committee system proposition originated
with this club, was incorporated in a bill
submitted to the Governor by this club and
afterward incorporated in the Hinman-Green
direct primnry bill. A. 0. JARVIS,
Associate Secretary Brooklyn Young Re¬

publican Club.
Brooklyn, Sept. 10, 1915.

Embargo Petitions.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: A new form of thinly disguised pro-
German activity has broken out in New Eng*
land cities, and I suppose that other cities will
soon be (if they have not already been) pes¬
tered by the nuisance. Agents of a so-called
oiganization of American ! women for the
promotion of peace ¡.ml neutrality (1) have
been industriously engaged in obtaining sig¬
natures to a petition to Congress to stop the
export of arms and ammunition.

Apparently it is not difficult for these
¡..gents to induce women to sign, but how
finny of thus« who sign really understan«!
what they are doing is not so apparent. In
two instances in which I made personal in¬
quiry of the eigner« I was told by the latt.-r
that without reading the petition they had
signed it upon the representation of the
solicitor that the object was to prevent the
sale of firearms to children ar.d that
nothing was said about the relation of the
petition to the European war. I wonder if
rur Teutonic friends imagine that Ceagresa
contains a sufficiently largo proportion either
of hyphenates or imbeciles, or both, to be in¬
fluenced by auch a petition!

AMERICAN* AMERICAN.
New York. Sept. 10, 1915.

Wireless and Neutrality.
ITo the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I am genuinely anxious 'o know
whether the carte blanche given by this coun¬

try to the Sayville wir-less station
operate its plant with a German force (or
under German direction) for an indefinite
period and without any Eederal inspection (or
restriction) of its activities does not really
constitute as flagrant a breach of neutrality
against England as does any act on the part
¡of America against which the loyal "Germ-
I'namerican" can possibly protest.

i wonder vaguely, too, how far this govern-

¡ment can logically claim indemnity forth«
loss of the I.usitania when the operation of
this wireless station, fraught with such dire
poasibilitieo, was deliberately permitted b«*
Washington?
Please enlighten an inquirer on these mat¬

ters; or, if that inquirer is bopeleooly wrong,
kindly so inform, and greatly oblige,
New York, Sept, ««, l'.»15. A. J. F.

[The Halted States povernment has as¬

sumed entire control of tho Sayville wireless
»tation. Ed.]

PRICE OP GERMAN DIPLOMACY

Probably a Prepared and Not a Vol.
nerable America to Deal With.

To the Editor of The Tribune,
Sir: In an article by I...rd Northeliffe the

great journalist attributes the failure et
German diplomacy to "tts miscalculstios *t
?he psychology of other nation«." Tail il
an apt phrase, and Germany's bluff desliar,
with the American question aptly illuitrstM
it. It has changed us from an almost p*aM-
at-any-price attitude into one of armed ert»

paredness against possible European a*urr***
sion. This will prove fatal to one of Ger¬
many's greatest ambitions, if Treitschke w*m

a fair exponent of the empire's purpose
Treitschke advocated the acquisition ef

transatlantic power. In his proposal! be
did r.ct limit himself to peaceful method! *t

disseminating; German culture. II« took m
stock in the emigration of the chosen peo¬
ple to other lands, where by their domeitie
and political influence upon '.heir benights»1
neighbors they might prove good minios*
aries of the German evangel. Indeed, U
scorned that slower process of "bringing ll
the kingdom." In his lecture en Genas«
colonization he pays this left-hsnded compli¬
ment to the hyphenated:
"The Anglicizing of tue Gem.an-Amer.tss

is a heavy loss. There can be no quest!«*
at all but that civilization suffers every tisas
that a German is turned into a Yankee. AB
the touching proofs of faithful reeolleeti*
which the motherland has received from the
German-Americans since the year 187* e*

rot alter the fact that all German «migrutt,
at latest in the third generation, beeetM
Americans. . . The overpowering fore»
of their new circumstances compels them t»

divest themselves of their nationality, astil
perhaps at last nothing Is left them bat »

platonic regard for German literature."
This defection in the German stock it r*t]

sad to contemplate. How did this east
teacher of Germany propose to avoid its «es*

sequences? In his lecture on "War" he »am

u& very plainly:
"The task of ruling countries on the et*«

«iic of the Atlantic will from henceforth b»

the chief duty of European fleet». . . .

The importance of a people will finally s>

pend m the share it takes in the ral« *>

the transatlantic world. It is on this seesett
that the importance of the fleet hss so Isri*
ly increased during our day "

The great obstacle to the realixaties «

.1 is German dream is the United State», avA

its Monroe Doctrine. But even this wai t»

determinative menace to European inti****JJ
so long as we remained a people unprspsr**
for war on a stupendous scale. Even the .*"

prc.priations of Congress '- r the ¦».*'

vear ago gave no indication that Amert»***
ships would make any serious defend .

Central or Sou'h American cosita. S

presto I The attitude of Germany until»»
last few days has changed all this. I-*¦
forced us to prepare a larger fleet. I» *1j*
of our peaceful habit we have been compel»»
to become "the strong man armed," '"'*

bouse, or the house of some neighbor is »j
I'an-American settlement, should be brosn
into.
We Americans do not like the ne* necer

sity put upon us. We hesitate to adopt »J
measures required by our new role.
Germany has forced us. Three jean »«.*¦

no European power will have the audacity
challenge our defence of any pat °'

«

double continent. Treitschke's bone* saw
*'' '*''

ill
itv. » the bungling diplomacy of hi» t**9

In the present Foreign and War office».
JAMES M. Ll'DLOW.

Norfolk, Conn.. Beft 1,

No Close Corporation Now.
To the Editor of The Tribune. ^

»Sir: I thank you for the editorial "Ho« .*

Primary Has Succeeded." ^
Those of us who worked for the *«£

primary never claimed it was a cure-»»
our political ills. What we did cl>i* ,->
that when a vital issue was up. »he RJÇ
under the direct primary would b* »

^.
their opinion on candidate! »

he excluded bj a close corporation, a*

were before the new primary law. ,9-ittm
Last year in my Assembly Pistritt IV ^

first! 4'i per cent of those entitled ^
voted at the primary. For the nr-' rt
that wa» a large percentage; »t *nj %9wt
was a great deal larger than took r»£ -.

the old system. JOHN J. HOPPl» |
New York, Sept. 10, 1916. y


