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SERBIA A SECOND BELGIUM FOR ALLIES AND GERMANY
The Uo-uraphical. Military and Political Aspects of

«he Balkan Conflict Which Threatens to Reduce

the Slai State to the Vassalage of Austria.
Problems Confronting the Armies.

By FRANK H. SIMONDS
Vvttrior of "Hie Great War."
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*7\heri. under Russian guidance, there
fanned the Balkan allia not* which n
it: the lirst Balkan war. Iti thii
Serbiai troopa overran Old Serbia
'Macedonia. Uskub. Priarend, Monai
J'rilin ami Kuprili ware capture!.
Albania Serbian arme reached Dun
and Montenegrin troop- enter»
When it came time to make ;

ever. Austria again intervened. Balgl
and Serbia had divided the Tin It provil
in a secret treaty; to Serbia
Northern Macedonia w»ee« of ;i lino dri
from Lake Ochrida to Kgri Palanka.
gither with Albania north of the Skm
River. Thna Serbia ami to acquit»
window »»n the sea. which meant in

pendenca of the Austrian market. I
Austria saitl that Albania ahould not

annexed, and Sei nia. disappointed h»
insisted upon holding Macedonia weal
the Vardar, which would give her ace

throujrh Salónica to the .Kgean; aj

ii'iC'T she had a bargain enabling
to use the railroad over tirook territl
from GtMvgheli to Salónica.

Bulgaria declined to make the necess«

sacrifice, acting under Austrian influen
and the second Balkan war followed,
this Bulgaria a/M beaten, lost all
Northern Macedonia to Serbia saw I
Strumnitza circle, and to Greece si

rendered Kavala and Drama, Serbia ii

hecame a considerable state, with an e

to the world, acquired economic indepi
. "it also earned the permaiu

ty of both Austria and Bulgaria.
taking Macedonia she had annexed r

than half a million Bulgars and ne

half a.« many Albanian«. Bulgaria w

certain to take the Rrsf chance to i

cover her lost provinces and people.
Auttria't Perils.

Austria, Serbia had now bacoi
for her not a nuisance but a peril, f
the Serb' n..w (.«'pan to plan t<i libera
the Serb.« of Bosnia and to found a pre
«southern Slav state, extending frc
Trieste t». Durasse and from the Dra
the Skumbi. It was thi- peril which 1

the Austrian declaration of war Up
lia, which proved the signal for Ann

geddon. For the Hapaburgs, Serbia, e

couraged by Russia, had precise!'« tl
same menace that Sardinia, backed 1

Trance, had heen for her half a centui
hefore. The assassination »if tlie arclidul

init the occasion far a war that hi
licome inevitable when Serbia had ris<
tfi Strength and dared to dream of
aouthern Slav risorgi nento.

But it il essential to recognize that
takinp Macedonia, in aniance with ilree«
and Rumania, Serbia had also made
dangerous enemy in Bulparia. who wi

siire to attack her if the chance shotl]
come. In doinp this she liad insured he
self with treaties of alliance with Greet
and Rumania, bat hoth were to fail her i

the critical moment, because both decline
to face, not Bulparia, hut Austria, Gei
many and Turkey. As for Austria, it
clear that her purpose must be I
destroy Serbia, bacanas the existence of
stnmp Serbia is a permanent danger 1

her OWtl iuteprity.
The Geographical Aspect.

Turning now to the geographical aspect
Serbia is a country of about 35,000 «quar

mike, almost, exactly the sis« of Indiani
with a population of 4,500,000. I» is fairl
repular in outline, some lt'><> mile.« bl-aa
from east to west and a trifle more tha

250 miles, lonp from Belprade to Monastir
It is a country with no large cities, wholl

:ipri«-uitura!. a «'ountry of .«mall holding
like France, a pure «lemocracy. with n

!cot'siderable bourgeois element and n<

nobility.
Its geography, SO far as it is iutere.«tinj

from the military poir-t of view, may b
set forth simply by comparing the countr»

to | lonp, narrow house, faeit;p nortl

upon the Danube. Through this house
from tiorth to south, runs a wide corridor
rather nearer the eastern or Bulpariar
«ide, which leads up the M orava and dowi

the Vardar Valley »nd connect«* Belpradi
with Salónica, 50 miles .south of thetireer,
frontier. From time immemorial this cor

ridor has been the route of armies and at
commerce between the Danube and the

.Fpean.
The other essential feature, from a mil¬

itary standpoint, is a «second corridor run¬

ning at right angles to the first and ex¬

tending from the Bosnian frontier t«. the

iBulgrrian. The two corridors intersect
near the «¡ty <>f N'ish. which in Roman

.in..« 4«,;-- a pre«» imp« rial city. < taring
south along the fin! Corridor, fron Bel¬

prade to Nish, i- the main line of the

Orient Railway. At N'ish ¡t for,.-. One
branch goes east toward Bulgaria, and

through Bulgaria to Constantinople along
tbo eastern half of the Bosnian-Bulgar
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corridor; the other continue.« south alón
the «Serbo-Greek corridor to Salónica. Jus
north of Nish another railroad |0t
along the Bosnian-Bttlgar corridor t

Uxhitze, 11-1 i-.i-t of the Bosnian frontiei
Across the frontier at Vishegrad begin
an Au.«trian line leading to Serajevc
where it meets the main Austrian railua«
line«.

The Military Aspect.
Now. in a military sense, the«c two eor

ridors, the Serbo>Greek sad thi Bot niai
Bnlgar, are all that i.« of vital importan«-«
to understanding the military operations
The purpose of tlu- Au«tro-(¡crinan
open ¦ road from the Danube throng!
\'i«h to Bulgaria. All that is nccesear*
for them to do is t«. push south alon]
the lir.«t corridor to Nish and then tur.

cast along th«' BOCOnd tow aid Bulgaria
The main object of the BnlgSUTt i.« to pus!
west alonp the Bulgat**Bonnian eorridoi
until they meet the Auttro-Gerinani
coming south.

But the Búlgara hare a »eeond pvrpoe«
Mtd a ««econd mission. They de.-ir«
conquer Macedonia a« soon as possible ami
to prevent the arrival of Anglo-Fr« ::«-:i

aid to the Serb.. This aid is coming north
along the Serbo Creek corridor toirard
Nish, but i.- «till a long way from the

city and cannot pos.«ibly reach the town

before it falls to the Bulgars. Accord¬
ingly, they have struck across the moun¬

tains from their own country and entered

the Serbo-Greek corridor, half-way be¬

tween Nish and the Greek frontier, taken

the city «if «Uskob and the t«iwn of Kuman-

0*/O, where the Serb« «roe their jrreat vie«
i in ti.« Ai I B

arar.
Meantime. 81 army.

i:i«! from Bosnia, ha- .:«. «««i the Orina,
neat \i«h«grud ami i- entering Iks Bui-

gai-Bosnian OOrridor, striking for CJi.tze.
the western end of the N'iïh-1'.hitze rail¬
road. At the same time the main German]

force i.- descending the Se>*bo-Greek con

dor from Belgrade and the Danube
.1 wide front, and has taken Kraguicva'
and ia approatHüng the junction of tl
two corridon just north of Nish.
Now, to use another tigure, the Serbfa

farcet are in obvious peril of being caug'
in a huge net, «me end of which is carri«

by the Auatriana advancing from Vish

grad, the other by the Bulgar -\:

ha\e passed r.«kuo and are poshing we

ti join hands with the Austrians. Ti¬
re»! of th" net i« carried by the (¡ermar
«.omine: soi» i 7ilong the Serbo-Gr<?ek coi

ridor ami thi Bulgars coming west alon

'.'¦«.e Boenian«*Bulgar corridor.
SsrMo'a Road to Safety.

I ayii [Or thi- moment the pu:

iibility that the Allies may be able t

up in time to check and thro;
back the Bulgare, who are about L': kul
títere i- only one road to safet
I« ft t<« the Serbians, and that i

01 th along the valley of the Ibar, whicl
.umes north into the Busnia-Bulgar corri
dor fn m Montenegro. By this valley thi

Serbs can. if they retreat before the Au«

Bulgari meet, get back ir.ti

the inoantain of Montenegro. Once then
«¦: n. unquestionably, make a pro
1 resistance, resorting to guerilla

wai far» in a country of mountain» RMU
A.red already and lacking in roads une

railroad».
Through Montenegrin port* and through

ihr northern end of Albania, which the
Monteneirrin have occupied, the Serb.»
can draw :ipplie.» from Italy and the

Allies by Antivari and Du-azzo. But from
Ar.fr. *ri the rotste Uaa through hiph
UTOqntaini and over mere tracks, while the

.r itself ia small and exposed to raids

by Austrian warship A- for the Du> a/./.u

».(.ute. the hostility of the Albanians makes
th a dangerous highway, and it is u-.-

ÍCM unless the Serbs can hold Prisrend
and the country north of Uskub.

Conceivably, the Saturas will lie able
draw .south enough troops to push tl
R'llgars had« upon I'skub. If they can «.

this then i available a road southwe
OVtr the mountains from Nish. throug
Pristina to Prisrend. The advantage <

hi« route would be that it would brin
rbs nearer to their «Allies, who ai

coming north up the Serbo-Greek corrillo
In addition, a fairly possible trail run

from Prisrend to Scutari, only fort
miles, and near Scutari the Hoyana Rive
i.« navigable.

At the very best, discarding all pos.

'«ility «;'' effective Allied intervention, th
Serbs can hope to gel back on a fron
north of the Montenegrin frontier, witi
their right flank covering the Prisrend
«Scutari road. At the worst, they muft fae
the possibility of empiète envelopmen
and destruction, a« a result of the success

ful advance of the three hostile armies
the Bii!i«rar pushinpr west from L'skub an«

Pirot, tl..' «Gar-Ban pu-»hing south fron
the Danube and the Austrian coming ea.v

from Bosnia.

The Allies in Macedonia.
It remains now to consider the Allied in.

tervention. The immediate objective ol

'he i reuch troop.-, which were lar,de«l at

Sal'i.'iica, «raa to cover the lower end of the

Serbo-Greek corridor, at a point went of
Strumnitza, where the Bulgar frontier is
but ten miles away from the railroad.
This setUM to have been done successfully
and the French, reinforced by the British,
have pu«hed north along the railroad to a

peint a little southwest of the town of

Istip. which is occupied by Bulgars.
Roughly speaking*, they have covered half
the Ahrtaaoa from the Greek frontier to

I'skub.
I ".iitiary to the general expectation of

tue mm ilii.lla.lf observers, thir. force has
not yet i November 2 ) been able to push
|on straight to Uikub, because it has been

CM fronted with growing Bulgar fore«

pushing east from Strumnitza and sout

from Kuprili. In point of fact, the Frene
and British, as rapidly as they have bee

detrained, seem»**! to have faced east an

undertaken to guard the railroad fror
Bulgar attacks.
Meantime a small Serbian force occupy

ing Kuprili, which is more common!;
called Veles in the dispatches, has beei
driven out, has retaken and lost the town

As it now stands, the Bulgars have i

wedge between the Allie« and Uskub
which resta on Kuprili, forty miles to thi
south ol Uskub. The Allies themselves an

at least twenty miles south of this poin
and in recent days seem to have mad»

little progre«-.
What seems to be true is that, despiti

the magnificent promises, the Allies havt

failed as yet to get any considerabl«
number of troops into Macedonia, the first
troops having betn hastily withdrawn
from the Gallipoli operations. Such troops
as have arrived seem to have been insuffi¬
cient to supply railroad guards for the
rear and a force strong enough to make a

dash for Uskub. There is in all this
mournful suggestion of what happened in
Belgium, and the appeals of the Serbs
and their pathetic eagerness to learn the
whereabouU of the Anglo-French troops
reitall the similar Belgian anxiety over

reinforcements that never arrived.

Allied Pottibiliti««.

It is necessary, also, now to consider
what the Allies may b-c able to do. The
maximum of possibility is obviously a push
north to Uskub, which will clear the Serbo-
(i reek corridor as far north as Kumanovo.
This will open the railroad from Salónica
to U»kub; it will also clear the railroad
running from Uskub northwest to Mitro-
vitza, that is, to the valley of the Ibar, up
which the Serbs must retire, if they are

initial Success of Ger¬
many Means Failure
of British Darda¬
nelles Campaign.

(Copyright. 1915.
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able to escape envelopment. It will bresk
one arm of the net.

If the Allies can lear '.hese two rail¬
roads, then they can it» .case theii
forces in Macedonia, until they are able to

take the offens.ve again«! the German«»
and Austrian-: to the north and mtrtiace th>«
Belgrade Nish - Cot.stantir.ople railroad.
The safety ef the Serbian army will be
assured, but its position will unpleasantly
suggest that of the Belgians clinging to

a tiny fragment of their territory I
Flanders.

«Macedonia
A s»*cond effect of Allied success to this

limited extent would be the destruction of
Bulgarian hopes of gaming Macedonia.
They would, to be sure, hold that portion
of Serbian Macedonia east of the Vardar
Valley, but this waejU be a small rewsrd
for their efforts and wa- offered t.i them
as the price of their neutrality by Serbia.
Conceivably, the failure of Bulgar hope*
would fan discontent at home ar.d lead t»i

a revolt, apainst the Turco-tórmau al¬
liance.

But it is equally ne«'e.«*sar.v to recopin,«'
that the Allies may no* be able to g« t rap
in tune to join hands v\ ith the Serb« au«l
the Serhians will either he en», eloped and
destroyed or driven west, into the Monte
negrin mountains. This would leave the
Allies to bear the whole brunt of an t\wS*
tro-German-Bulgar thrust down the Var¬
dar Valley and might end in their retreat
into Greece. It is the. possibility of this
which seems to have di«'tated the caution
which is being displayed in the Allied
advance. The situation in the Near East,
from the Allied point of view, is certainly
bad enough without a new and real mili¬
tary disaster.

In the next few days the Important
thing to watch from the Allied side is ths
success or failure of the Anglo-French
force in breaking the wedge that the Bui«
gars have driven m between them and
the Serbs between Uskub and Kuprili. If
the wedge is not broken then, oven if the
Serb army escape?, It will be flung into
the mountain?, where it may be «iestro«.ed
by starvation or made useless by lack otj
munitions.

What German? Will Do.
As to German purpose, that is in part,

plain. It was essential t<» open a rosd
promptly to the Turkish ally, who wat

suffering from lack of munition«. One
road was opened when the Serbs wer«*»
driven out of the corner of their »-ouafry
touching the Danube and commanding that
stream. Thi:» opene«! the river, and sup¬
plies r.nd ammunition were promptly
»lispatched by boat. But it wan necessary,
in addition, to get a more satisfactory route
removed from Rumanian interference.
This road will be had when the German
and Bulgar armies meet at Nish.
There remains the possibility of the $g\ aw

velopment and destruction of the Serb \
army. Doubtless the Germans and Aus ^

trians will do tncir best to accompli, li
this. The complete subjupation of Serhn«
would be extremely welcome to Austna.
who might either devastate the country
completely, thus removing a peril for
many years, or else, as has been suggested,
partition it, taking the western half and
giving the eastern to Bulparia. Final¬
ly, there is the opportunity to attack the
Allied army and drive it out of Macedonia
and conceivably out of the Balkans. The
fata of Sir John Moore's army in Spain
will be recalled, and an evacuation of
Salónica might be as spectacular and im

pressive as that of I'orunna more than a

century ago.
On the other hand, the Germans, having

opened the railroad and river routes, may
content themselves with taking a defensiv«»
position south of these lines and leave it
to the Bulgars to deal with the Serbs and
their Allies. This is wholly possible, for
the country in Macedonia is hardly suit¬
able for offensive fighting. The winter
season makes operations difficult, and Ger¬
many may prefer to make her attack on

England in Egypt. In other words, §hjO
may content herself with having opened
the road to Constantinople and let the
complete conquest of Serbia go by the
board for the present.

In any event, German success in the main
purpose of opening the road can no longer
be doubted. Th:s spells the complete fail¬
ure of the British campaign at the Dar¬
danelles and will probably lead to a

prompt evacuation of the positions on the
Gallipoli Peninsula.

A Minor Phue.
In closing this review it is necessary to

remind the reader that, despite all recent
impressions to the contrary, this Serbian
campaign is a minor phase of a great war.

It is incomparably less important than
Napoleon's Spanish campaign, and in this

Iease the part of the French is being
played by the Germans.

In the end the Napoleonic Ware were

decided not in the Peninsula but in Ger¬

many and Beltfcum and Russia. There la

no reai-on to question the prospect that the

decision will be had in the aame places
this tima.
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