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| leaders, .
has neither compromised nor qualified.
There is one man who has from_the very
outset expressed his convictions, his be-
liefs, his faith, and that man is Theodore
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*| national betrayal at Washington, hvlie\’ing!

Do They w.nt Roo.evell? that they will thus get the votes of the

Do the Republican leaders in Washing- hyphenates while keeping those of patri-|
otic Americans, they will wake some|

months hence to find that they have de-|
livered themselves bound hand and foot
to Theodore Roosevelt, and that they have

ton desire to make Theodore Roosevelt the
Republican candidate for President in
10167 Do they desire to see Mr. Roose-
velt nominated and elected? |

" L |
[the extent of pusillanimity among their for military
| politicians and of cowardice among their | We

should not be borrowing from the fut-
ure. We should be applying strictly the
pay-as-you-go programme which Mr. Wil-

enabled thereby to aveid an unfair double
taxation—first for the canal and then for
u better army and navy.

What the President said does not jus-
tify o refusal to indemnify the Treasury
for canal advances. On the contrary, it
makes such an indemnification a matter
both of cquity and expediency.

A Tax on Tabby.

A nation never knows the full extent
of its resources until pushed by necessity
to turn everything to sccount. Germany is
finding a way to make wood both edible
and palatable, to judge from some of the
illuminating advertisements appearing in
her newspapers, so that while the Black
#orest lasts che can never go hungry.
Great Britain has not vet been reduced to
this substitute for shredded wheat, but a
recent propogal in the House of Commons
shows the necessity she is rapidly ap-
proaching of converting the luxuries of
peace into the sinews of war. Briefly,
Captain Charles Bathbury would have Par-
liament impose a tax of £1 on each cat in
excess of one maintained by any given
household, failure to pay the tax leading
to the confiscation of pussy and its conver-
sion into sealskin, or Persian lamb or er-

sreparedness. 1f we spend it  AMERICAN SPIRIT TO-DAY

Quite Tamed, as Our President
Rightly Conceives.

=== In this situation there is one man whol . faeore and this generation would be 1, yio piitor of The Tribune.

Sir: Your editorials on the American
fereign policy are most interesting, and also
stiniulating to patriotism. But [ believe you
hzve overlooked twa signifieant factors in
your analysis of the American attitude.

First -The Press of the United States may
be said to refleet tie emotional anid mental
trend of the people. Let us take the New
York papers as an index of the sentiment of
the American people. With the brilliant ex-
ception of the New York Tribune
or twe other leading papers, the mentiment
of the Preas appears to be against war, no
rmntter what the provocation, and for peace
at almost any price,

In support of this statement [ refer to the
editorial comments and headlines of most of
the Emstern papers when Germany appearsd
to back down after the Arabic sinking, There
'was universal congratulation for President
| Wilson for what then appeared to be a great
|und bloodless diplomatic vietory. The domi-
nant note of the Press then was relief,
|tremendous relief, and perhaps gratitude for
our escape from a situation that had threat-
ered war, And the burden of that song of
relief was not “Remember the Lusitania® but
“Forget the Lusitania," if forgetfulness would
| keep us out of war.

Basing my opinion on the €xpressions of
the majority of the New- York newspapers
and on the reactions of many New York
audiences when war and peace were discussed,
I am forced to believe that your conciusion
is ineorrect that the majority of the
American people want to avenge the Lusi

nermitt H - » &1  f1 e - 30 . . : .
permitted him to become the single figure| o0 for the lining of Tommy's winter tania if vengeance means war

Uolonel Roosevelt’s weaknesses are bet- |
ter known than those of any other Ameri- | in American publie life identified with a:
can. The years since he left the White
House have been years which have sub-
tracted from rather than added to his
stature as & public man. There have been |
times in the past three years when his,
fellow-countrymen have been almost con-|
vinced that his usefulness was at an end.

But in the last few months there has
Leen no mistaking the fact that there has
Leen a real change in public opinion, and
vien who were long and steadfastly op-
posed to Mr. Roosevelt as President and
a candidate are daily confessing to

policy of courage and ]mtriillti.-m which |
will appeal to the American people in the
next campaign. |

If the Republican leaders at Washington |

icy is all that is required to make the nomi-|
nation and election of Colonel Roosevelt in-|
evitable. As the situation now stands..[
defeat Mr. Wilson, because he is the only
man who has offered an honest substitute
for Mr. Wilson's policy in the vital ques-
tion of American honor abroad and secur-
ity at home, If the Republican leaders
cannot see this, they are blinder now than
they were in 1912, and they will presently
pay for their blindness in as complete a

it change of opinion and feeling.

The reason is simple, and it is explained
Ly an almost uniform statement. Thou-
cands and thousands of Americans be-
lieve that if Theodore Roosevelt had been
Pre<ident of the United States there would
huve Leen no Lusitania tragedy. Those
who hold that the tragedy was inevitable
lielieve that without war and without peril
« * war Mr. Roosevelt would have obtained
from Germany a disavowal and a guaran-
tee against a repetition of the crime.

There is one point on which Mr. Roose-

t's strength has never been questioned.

. is a patriotic, loyal, aggressive Ameri-
¢an. He has from the beginning of his
life stood consistently and sturdily for an
Americanism which is the natural out-
gr«n\.l}: of the Americanism of 1770 and
1861. At all times, under all circum-
stances, without hesitation and without

fushion.

safety and honor, As a consequence it per-
ished. The Republicun party can no more
than could the Whig when it became half
siave, half free. If the Republican leaders
attempt to follow such a course one of two
things will happen—either the party will

be destroyed altogether or it will become!
]
the instrument for the election of Mr.!

Roosevelt

Panama Bonds and the Pay-as-You-
Go Policy.

The pay-as-you-go argument made by
President Wilson his Preparedness
message contains a glaring nom-gequitir.
The President i= anxious, apparently, to
make the taxpayers of the country feel
the full weight of the cost of military
preparation, trusting to find in a reluct-
ance to pay some justification for his own
attempts to limit the scope of preparation. |

He therefore opposes either the authori-|
zation of new bonds to meet the cost Ofl
real military reorganization or the sale of!
bonds already authorized for the purpose|
of repaying the Treasury the mnuey!
which it has advanced out of the General |
Fund for Panama Canal construction
To excuse this refusal to collect a debt
owed to the Treasury, and through it tnl
the present generation of taxpayers, .“r,+,
Wilzon made thiz argument:

Borrowing money is short-sighted finance.|

qualification, Colonel Roosevelt has cham-
pioned, fought for, served, an ideal of na-
tional honor which came down to him from
W
|

other generations of Americans.

In the present crisis in American his-
tory, when we are involved in & dispute
with Germany because Germany has mur-
dered American citizens, when we are fac-
ing a situation of anarchy and domestic
strife at home, Colonel Roosevelt is the one
American who has, without hesitation and
without thought of the political effect of
his words, spoken frankly.

Other public men have cavilled and
crawled. They have not dared to say the
invasion of Belgium was a crime, even
though not a crime calling for political
intervention on the part of the United
Stutes, because such a declaration would

repel German-American votes. They have Tt ecan be justified only when permanent
not dared to assert that all that America things are to he accomplished, which many
generations will cevtainly benefit by and

stood for in history and tradition was at
stake on the European battlefield, and that
our cause was the cause of France and of
Great Britain. But Colonel Roosevelt has
said it—is saying it. Other men in pubiic
life and office have mistaken the condition
of neutrality for that of neuter, and the
mistake flows from political anxieties and
concern for hyphenate votes.

Now, if the Republican leaders in Wash-
ington believe that they can imitate Mr,
Wilson, preserve a discreet eilence upon
the things that are uppermost in the minds
and hearts of most Americans, keep the
votes of the Americans without repulsing
thoss of the German-Americans, invite to
the Republican party the votes of those
German-Americans who are angry at Mr. gpent on the canal $30,000,000 not reim-|
Wilson for the little he has done to pre- | bursable from hond issues, and if the ad-
serve American self-respect, while enlist- | ministration has its way §25,000,000 more,
ing the support of those who Tesent his not reimburzable from h‘m‘d snllcs:,. will .h{'

i paid to the Republic of ( olombia in satis-
course as cowardly, they are making & faction of claims arising out of the ac-
grave and a fatal mistake. quisition of the Canal Zone.

The issue of the next campaign will not | It would be a gross injustice to leave the
be the tariff. It will not even be prepared. Vist sum of £251,000,000, possibly S::_':ii.-
nesd. It most assuredly will not be Mr. 000,000, F"'l'u"fj.“t” the p"‘;"“t generntt:on,
Wilon's Mexican policy. The iasue of the | * van ) with . vonded debt of only $135c.
next election will be the preservation of | (00,000, able to pay its way and, with)
American honor abroad and American ex- | proper management, to return operating
istenca at home. The issue cannot be | dividends. |

i i t ol ine y Mr. Wilson cites of
dodged, it cannot be escaped, it cannot be | The principle which
ped i "balancing the obligations of

which it is hardly fuir that a single genera-
tion should pay for. The objegts we are now|
proposing to spend money for cannot he LU
clnssified, except in the sense that evervthing|

interest of posterity as well as in our own.

itself. Whatever may be thought of mili-!
tary preparation at this time as an in-
vestment for the benefit of future genera-
tions, no one can deny that the Panama
(Canal is such an investment, Congress
never intended that the taxpayers of a
single decade should pay the greater part
of the cost of the Panama waterway. The
canal act provided for the issue of bonds
to the amount of £375,000,000. Proceeds|
from the sale of bonds far have
amounted to $134,631980, and there is
! still due to the Treasury for cash advances
£221,581,719. Moreover, the Treasury hnsl

S0

overcoat.

Though cat lovers will stand aghast at
this latest threatened horror of war, it
must be confessed that the suggestion has
its merits. People who support cats should
be made to demonstrate in some substan-

vest in taxes, And then there are so

Colonel Roosevelt is the only man who can many homeless tabbies and toms ‘which
imight better be fighting for their country
in the trenches than along the back fences
of London that Mr, Atkins cannot fail t¢ Vresident may act on his own initiative in
benefit from the measure, too,

If only he might be endowed also witk

the nine lives which should go with cact
skin!

Drinks by the Card.

Nothing could be neater than the scheme

_ 2o _of the Netional Defence Association for

Two generations &go & political party in promoting temperance by law. If the
this country strove to face both'ways on a|coming Legislature accepts the plan, any
question of principle invelving national| person of gither gex desirous of imbibing
vinous, malt or spirituous liquors must ob-
tuin a license, price, §1; family licenses
survive half American and half Il.\'pheuf:.::,;::i Ir::;:rln;‘t present the card; no

Each person, in or-

person may get a drink on another's ca rd,
end it will be a jail offence to obtain a
drink on a borrowed license, Any bar-
tender selling drinks without seeing the
ecard will be subjected to extreme jen-
alty; both buyer and seller are to go to
jail if a drink is obtained by any person
lacking a card. No drink must be sold to
any person showhg signs of intoxication.
Any person arrested for drunkenness or
tieated by a physician for that condition
twice within a vear will have his license
revoked: if a third time—defying all the
horrgndous penalties—he manages to get
drunk, he is to be prohibited from drinking
thenceforth forever. And, to make up to
the saloons for the lack of revenue which
will result, they dre to be exempted from
raying license fees.

Undoubtedly nothing more than this
could be wished to reduce the state to a
condition of abject and thoroughgoing
temperance—if the population of the stats
were as used to legal restrictions and as
completely under the command of the drill
sergeant as Prussia. But this is America,

| the land of individuality, of enterprise!
| and, alas! of contempt of law. Even Maine ™

and Kansas have found that prohibition
doesn't prohibit. Where there’s a will to
drink there's usually a way. No moderate
drinker would be helped under the scheme,
end no sot could be prevented from heg
ging, borrowing, buying in quantity before
ossification set in or stealing enough fire
water to satisfy hie highest ambitions in
the way of intoxication. Aside from the
fact that the plan wouldn't work if the

wisely dore may be said to be done in the Legislature made it law, and the further|

fact that no Legislature of this state could

This line of reasoning absolutely defeats be expected to make it law if it would|

work, it is highly to be commended.

Berlin. Shares Tﬁrkey's Guilt.

To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: George Macaulay Trevelyan, the au
thor of that wonderful” prose epic on the
earcer of Garibaldi and the author slso of
other brilliant books, is well known in this
country to u large circle of {riends and t»
his readers. They may be interested in
learning that the young historian has for
three months been busy on the fightine line
in Italy, He iz in command of an ambulanec.
corps comprising twenty-five American cars,
with sixty picked volunteers, Englisk and
American. The asmbulance command ha:
been, so to speak, “actively engaged” on the
lsonzo River. Trevelyan received & month
or more back the formul thanks of th: Ital-
ian commander, General Cadorns, for his
distinctive service in carrying off the fielil,
under nctive shell fire, more than five thouy-
sand wounded men. Trevelyan writes to his
futher, the historian, Sir George Ot*o Tre-
velyan, that he was that week working twenty
hours in the twenty-four. He says that he
and his comradea have “their hands full and
therefore their souls are at peace.”

He finds time, however, for indignant ut
ternnces in regard to the crushing of Serbin,
and to what he calls the “murder of Ar-
menia® by the ally of Prussis. Trevelyan,
with direct knowledge of conditions in Con-

Furthermaore, | helieve that the sttitude of
Itilr American people in this world erisls, as
defined by * most their representative
[ newspapers, demonstrates that Smerican
| peychology has undergone a profound change
lince the Civil War. We saw the beginnings
that change in the American attitude
the Virginias aftair in President

af

|G

toward

desire thia thing to happen, there is nuth'.“"‘l form the affection they profess for (rant's time; also in the bitter opposition in
ing they need do now that they have not them or forever hold their peace. If thetr

been doing for months. Their present pol- | protestations possess only a small per-|
|eentage of sincerity, Great Britain, in case

1808 to remembering the Maine. There could
be ne greatér or more signifieant contrast
than that between the American spirit of
to-iday toward foreign aggression and the

| Parliament thinks kindly of Captain Bath-| sperican spirit of 1776, 1812, 1847 and 1834,
bury's proposal, should reap a small har-|

Secondly-—In your criticiam of President
Wilson for his conduet of our foreign policy
Mexico and in Europe I believe that you
{Fave over looked an important aspect of the
Presidential funetion. A President the
lender, but also the servant of the people. A

|in

sudden emergencies where there is not time
ta tind out the will of the people. At least,
the

that is so in theory, But in present
situntion the weight of the Press of the
country 1s against war.

President Wilson has therefore ne option
but to abey the will of the people. or of most
of the people, and he is faithfully deing so.
That this is his sttitude is shown by his
change of front about preparedness. During
the carly months of the war our people
showed no interest or desire for military
strength; in fact, they wers rather hostile to
But when the cliange came-coincident
with the long series of German victories
anid our people hegan to fear that our turn
might come, ard that it would be safer to
arm for defence, President Wilson responded
tu the people’s demand at once and begsn to
work for preparedness,

The majority of the American peaple re-
giet the Lusitania horror, But, as said be-
fure, they do not wish to avenge it if
vengeance means war. Compared with the
standard of 1776 this may not seem a noble
cne to some; but then standards change, and
this seems to be the public attitude that now
cenfronts the President, demanding that he
aet in mccordance with it

Na. 1f the spirit of the American foreign
policy of 1815 is not that of 1778, the re-
leponsibility does not lie with the President

but with the changed American people,
whose agent he is and whose will he must
executs. 2

New York, Deec. 6, 1915,

Our Humiliating Position.

To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: In this morning's Tribune there was a
letter signed Penfamin Apthorp Gould which
discussed the present humilisting position
oceupied by the American people. This ia the
finest and rost manly letter I have ever read

{in n newspaper. The only opinion expressed

which 1 eriticise in sny way is where he states|

|that if, in his opinion, the American people
| were not nobler than the administration he
lwould seek self-respect under an alien flag
In my opinion, as long as the American peo-
ple consent to be held in their present hu-
iliating position by one mora! coward they
are no nobler than he js; and if they consent
to remain in this position until the end of
the war, or & year from March, when the
President will be changed, any American will
be justified in seeking sclf-respeet under an
olien flag, 85 by o doing he will be proving
his desire for self-respect, A, k. CORTIS,
New York, Dee, 8, 1915

# Fruitless Disavowal.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Heing in hearty accord with your edi
torinl policy (so far as it goes) in condem-
nation of things Teutonic, and marking the
controversy hetween The Tribune and "The
World" regarding a “disavowal™ in the case
of the Lusitania, would it mot he a good
iden to ascertain what Wilson is going to do
with this disavewal - when he gets it? Ob-
tously, it enn’t be “hocked™ to provide mone-
tary compensution for those bereaved; com-
pensation would be of no value to those
murdered, and is there one except & hyphen-
ate who would hope thut a disavowal would
prevent a repetition of the offence?

Query: Why didn’t Becker and the gunmen
make # “disavowal"? Their attorneys must
have overlooked abet. E. H. M'CULLOCH

New York, Dee. 6, 1015,

Not All Hyphenates. I

{ The editorial in question was not written

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Does it not seem somewhat hysterieal!

to apeak of 20,000,000 Germans in this eoun-
try, a8 one of your correspondents did?

Is it not equally hysterical to speak of all
the Germans in th s country as hyphenntes?
On most of the Gérmans of my own ac-
quaintance ‘there 1= not the sign of & hyphen.
Some of them are professed republicans,
and came te this country becsuse of that
faith. ;

The press reports have it that many Ges-
mann are preparing to return to Germany
after the war. Perhapa they are. But I'd
like to bet that they don't.

T. J. LLOYD,

Bloomingburg, N. Y., Dee. 5, 1915

On the Side of Right.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

€ genera-| gantinaple, confirms the opinien that | h.‘-g: Sir: 1 have venfured to eriticise the length

1 consent. Milli . : .
forgotten by mutual consent. Millions of | ions which are to benefit from & perma-| myseif expressed, thut a 1ift of the hand of °oF time you kept your columns open to the

American citizens in the last few weeks | pont public work applies fully to the canal) the Frussian Ambassador in Constantinople Piterances of the neo-copperheads.

The Treasury chould be reimbursed | would have stopped
5,000,000 menia. The continued existence of Turkey,

and months have awakened to the realiza- | debt.
that | through bond sales up to $37
e S st iﬂw amount fixed by Congress, That sum
face the country. They are s al represents a part of the surplus taxation

preciating the shame und humiliation "If Biof the last decsde. It in cash put aside
foreign policy based upon domestic politi- | “9‘1 it may be legitimately employed now
cal considerations, They mre perceiving by ‘the government to meet expenditures

the :.nssacres in Ar-

the murderer of Europe, depends on the good
will of Berlin, and this brings & very direct
reaponaibility upon Herlin for the latest bar-
barities of the Turks.
GEORGE HAVEN PUTNAM .
New York, Dec. 10, 1918, !

But your
own editorial utterances go to the spot and
{Eive me joy. There are strenuous times
ohead for the American people. Every man
must push his pound on the side of right.
|l inclose o few ounces of mine. The unex-
pected may be our fate before we are pre-
| pared for the casting of the die

l GEORGE

und one’

| dent

INSPIRATION.
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MR. WiLSON ON PREPAREDNESS

Oonsistency Not the Real Failing of
the Administration's Policy.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Your persistent editorinl eriticism o1
President Wilson has the effect on me that
agnostic attacks on Christianit)
bert K. Chesterton—namely, s conversion to
Chesterton said that after

had on Gil-

the opposite side.
reading ngnostic literature he declared, “Al-

hou persuadest me to be a Christian."

most 1
{So I tise from n rveading of your edi-
| torinls | feel mysel! saying, “Alnmost thon

| persundest e to be o Wilsonite.” 1'did not

vote for him, but | am increasingly
Theodore Roossvelt, for whom | nte
wns not alected.

Your s editorial, “Mr., Wilson on Pre-
paredness,” in to-day’s Trikune, criticizes the

President for moving htly in the direction

in which vou have eriticised him during the

not moving. Now, when he

entire year for

favors ineren ilitary and naval strength,

or meonsistency on the

you condemn
| ngainst 11 Yeur ago.
critieism i3 »o ously partisan that
puper eriticism generally into
n matter of fact, your charge
uite correct by your

ground that |
Such
| it brin
| ontempt. A
| of inconsistency

< party

own quotation. You quote the President as
saying & year ago that our dependence must
not be i ElE ng army but on “a citi
EIFI"IF; ed ned accustomed to arms,” and
Ilh?t proeeed to charge him with inconsis-
| teney becnuse now he pleads for greater

strength in traine senry than in o s nd
ing army. Beeat he for 400,000
trained eiti instead of 250,000 soldiers in
a stunding y you condemn him beeause he
daes not believe, ns yvou do, in a standing

asks

army. But if he had asked for o large stand-
ing army he would have been inconzistent
with hin message of a year ago, and you
would have had reason to charge inconsis-
tency, as you have not now Your only
ground for the charge of inconsisteney i= that

he did not present specitie plans for propur

ednsss in 1914 and he does present such
plans now.
Yet all through the year you have beer

declaring that “new oeccasions” have taught
“new duties,” which Mr. Wilson has not per-
formed. Now, when he seeks to perform such
duties, consistently with the principle laid
down a vear ago, you hiame him still,

It Mr. Editor, as a constant
reader of your cditorinls, that the Repubii
ean bent is so Airong tha ! rannot see
any good in a Democrat %

ceased to condemn American «i
1

looks to me,

You never

t « of for

eign birth who wre not loyal ¢ r govern-
ment proper enough Would it
not be well to pructise a little editorisl loy-
alty to the authorized hend of our govern-
ment instead of practising hyper-criticism
with a view to diserediting the President in
the eyes of all who read your paper?
WoW. T. DUNCAN,
Pastor Janes M. E. Church.
Brooklyn, Dee. 8, 1915

which is

as a condemnation of President Wilson for
It sald distinetly in the open-
sentence: “The chief interest in Presi-
Wilson's message to Congress in
the evidence or lack of evidence it offers of
nrogresd and education on his part.” Ed

inconsiEtoncy.
ing

lies

|
| Mr. Wilson in Several Masks.
To the Editor of The Tribune

| Sir:  An scademical education has given
| Mr. Wilson unlimited command of language.
| Stars artM comets annce through his addresses
in all the mazes of metaphorieal confusion:
and his periods fall like musiec on our listen-
ing ears, It ia m‘fimnﬂ‘ regrettable that the
|inspiration is not always as admirable as its
|expression. Rhetoric is a good servant, but
ja bad master. Absorption in form may come
to involve loss of substance,

Mr. Wilson’s pathetic tribute to the Ameri-
ean marines who lost their lives in Mexico
has almost the beauty of a requiem muss, but
mournful words, ulas, cannot recall the dead
or negative the consequences of mistaken ac
tion. If we seek to penetrate the verbiugo
thut enshrouds the White House we come
seemingly into the presence of several Mr.
'Wl!l::m\ is this a result of delusive refrac-
tion?

W. DITHRIDGE. There was the Mr. Wilson who summoned|delay.

1

pered severity. This was an austere 3ir.
| Wilson who would have justice done ai-
thouzh the heavens fell. Quite another Mr
Wilson confronts a different group of men
engnged in attempts to destroy business and
erty  and to take human lives by meth
thut are unqualifiedly infamous. Toward
this avowedly lawless body Mr, Wilson has
hown a temperateness and self-continence
that are remarkable. With the exception of
the recall of an overzealous ambassador
snd a few deprecatory admonitions, no break
¢ discernible in the undisturbed serenity of
the White House.

There was the Mr had thi
s of American shipping close to heart

who did not heaitate to plead personally
for n measure whose economic ponsenss ani
urdesirable charseter had been bured
t opinions., A very different Mr. Wil-

yrought himself to sign another bill
Jeh promises to sweep the American flag
from the =eas, with rather more complete-
than could be done by all commis-
gloned submarines acting in conecert

[hen we have the Mr, Wilson who pro-
nounced the national defence idea & matter
of "merely seademic interest” for ami
able people to play with.  Another Mr. Wilson
becomes its champion and takes it so serd-
ously that for the firet time he commits hia
sdvocncy to writing. That it has phviously
grown in popularity might lead to an unflat
‘ering distinction between the Mr. Wilson of
yesterdav and the Mr. Wilson of to-day.

Finally we have the ethical Mr. Wilson to
whom it was given to see visions and dream
dreams, who held that fidelity to the plighted
word outweighed all material profit or per-
sonal ambition. He invited us—by exhorta-
tion, perhsps, rather than oy example—to
mount to a higher moral plane, even though
some should starve in the sscent. Axd there
is the practical Mr. Wilson, who appears to
be engnged in secking a renomination, with
an simost humorous disregard of a certain
plank in the platform on which he stood
when he asked for the votes of the Ameri-
ean people,

The practical deduction would appear to
he that a vote for Mr. Wilson could have
no assurance of attaining its desired end in
the event of his succeeding himself, because
the votes might easily beeom? confused amid
the shifting lights and shades upon which
[ have touched HOWARD COGHILL.

Morristown, N. J., Dec. 1, 1018,
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"Star-Spangiéd Ba.nnér" Alone.

Yo the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: TReferring to your recent editorial
ote regurding a national air, the following
‘s guoted:
riment, Washington. July 36, 1309
Na, 374

inaure

Navy 1
Jenaral Or

arder

the following
g and evening
in commtssion

uniformity
dervis] Al M
I men-of-war

ent 1t will play

At morning

l

olnrs, “The Star-Spangiml Banner”; st evening
wiors, *Hall, Columbla

All persons n it belonging to the navy, noti
w0 smployed as to render [t impracticable, will face
tows he colord and salute aw the enalgn reaches
L} or truck In holsting., or ths taftrall or
[4 1 hauling down B F. TRACY

Becretury of the Navy
The regulations for the government of the
navy for 1005 state that “The Star-Spangled
fanner” shall’ be played at both morning and
evening colors, and this has heen the practice
and regulation since that time, “Hall, Co-
is no longer used as a national air.

R. A. KOCH,
Lieutenant U. 8. Navy,
New London, Conn,, Nov. 21, 1915,

lumbiat"

| Act on 'Bus Franchises.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

| Sir: Just a word regarding the awarding
jof additional franchises for motor 'bus oper-
| ation, which | have followed in the daily
|papers. This matter has b:-en delayed month
after month, The Board of Estimate seems
| to consider the return to the city in dollurs
|the most important factor. Surely the eom-
| fort, safety and all ‘round service of the
| Fifth Avenue Coach Company to the resi-
'dents of New York cannot be excelled by any
company, and with the additional lines, ns 1
| understand them, the serviee will be most
adequate.

The present mervice is good, so far as it
goes, but it should be extended. When the
| present company proposes to do this, and in
}udd':!mn cffers & sum mounting to millions,
|the Board of Estimate should act without
A.C.C

Hollis Terrace, Long Island, Dec. 4, 1915, 'business men to* the bar in terms of untemy}- Brooklyn, N.-Y, Dec. 4, 1915,

OUR THREEFOLD DUTY

To Avoid Entanglement, Prepare
wnd to Woo Latir America,

To the Editor of The T

Sle: All Amerien sed | o tw
parts—one blatantly pro.-Gerr othet
decizively pro-Ally Nhy not « & Gzl
A e thiee parts, one over @
infinitesimal) pro-American?

For us citizens of a country unscsmis
as to sige and enjoving the bhounty s
benignant nature to sit down bittary
eriticise Germany for unahe Ing er
sword and fighting for her placi he sun.
and to wax so slop pent
ardent advoecaey of A
manity and democracy, sma '
complacent hypocr

Germa had prior to puls
tion of some sixty-five n ip i
a territory requiring the Tenmve
lnhors to render partially pr ve, Her
phenomenal commercial e han e
rioualy hampered by a Inck of rin, Bhe
needed colonies where her yout 1ld grew
to manhood in the sanctifled s phers ¢
German Kuoltur, instead of emigrating @
forsign countries and thereby ¢ lost (!
to the emplre. Hut har every move lofl
direction of & reas . nnd 1 n st
virile nation necessary Lerrites

development was checkmated at Dowsitg

Street, Gerr fnced nt csch turn G4
menace of the combined m | nam
establishments of Russin, France end Gret
Britain. Realizing thut war was o viabie
Germany natruck frst, and stro antonlt
Her cygical disregard of her od wont

iy of #

and her retrogression to tha 1

barbarian ers when warfare vas whellf
brutal, inhuman and deprav aturslle

alienated neutral sympathy

Undoubtedly Germany's and Grea: Hritalsh

means are different, but are ha ende
sought equally imperialistic? \ coed frod
& detached perspektive the rialism of
both seems entirely ndmirable nation?
cannot be judged by the same s%ar inrd o
morality as Individunals, and tra vhich

the individual are debasing achieve grandst

when refined by nationa! patriot

As an American, 1 profer to seo u deciti®®
defeat of Prussian ambition for eid do
minlon rather than a deeisive ©| of the
Entente Powers that would g w0 Englesd
the hegemony of Europe. Wille wap W
tween the United States and England seemd
inconeceivablo just now, the ideals and aspll¥
tions of two nations, however friendly, ¢88
never wholly parallel each otner. Grew
Britain can hardly be expected to view with
excessive enthusiasm the s e effort
of American capitalists to expand our trade

forelgn marketd

in competition with her
snid thereby threaten her ¢ 3l
premacy. In the event of
volved in a war with Japan wouwd T
land feel impelled to extend !
not surreptitiously her financia
her Nipponese ally?

Thus our duty is threefold:
shoula refrain from engaging
alliances with European power
should enforce a large
naval and a judicious augmenta
military streagth; and, third, we

L1

ning i

our |

expan

to extend our incroasingly cordia relation:
ship with our South Ameriean neighbor®
toward the creation of a resl Pan-America®
ism which would guarantee the invio ability
of that masterpiece of American # \tesmAR

ship, the Monroe Doctrine
\ J. B. PHII
Enst Orange, N. 1., Dee. 5, 1015

Expectoration from Above.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Is there no law prohibiting espé
toration from the platforma of moving ele
vated trains, or is it due to on the
part of employes of the Interboroush that
such law is so flagrantly violated? Aside
from the evils of spitting In general, 1 have
often marvelled at the utter diaregard the
‘xpectorating elevated travellers have fof the
multitude passing to and fro below. 4
lence of the habit on my hat this mornitf
has at last moved me to complaint.

PEDESTRIAN

- New York, Dee. 2, 1015, -

LIPS, JIr

Inxity



