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Retirement of Sothern
Explains Several Things

Disappointment Over His Season at the Booth Theatre
Is Mitigated by the Knowledge That It
Was Largely Sentimental.

It is extraneous to say that E. Il Sothern's retirement from the
stage {s a matter for regret. 1t s, of course, far more than that. Quite
apart from the fact that the stage will lose one of it Turemost figures,
however, the news takes on added momentary inter that it serves
to explain the Sothern season at the DBooth Theatre, was hrought
to a close last night

When Mr. Sothern took possession of this house with the
announcement that he would offer a series of now comedies. Sutro's
“The Two Virtues,” his first production, justified his audiences in ex-
pecting a highly interesting seasgon. While not a masterpiece, the Sutro
p]., wns excellent high come :!}', of the sort that reaches the New York
stage only once or twice a season.

The disappointment was keen, therefore, when *Our American
Cousin” was announced 1o follow. Few are the theatregoers who have
not seen Mr. Sothern as Lord Dundreary; his mere repetitions in the
role could serve no theatrical purpose. Furthermore, “Our Amorican
Cousin” is such an extremely bad play that it is a task to sit through
§t, even with Mr. Sothern in the role.

1f one were in Jolly humor, however, it was possible to explain
away such a revival on the ground that Mr. Sothern was paying tribute
to the memory of his father, whose greatest role had been Dundreary.
But, his parent having been duly honored, it seemed a hopeless task
to find an excuse for “David Garriek.” True, the elder Sothern had
played it, but the role was not suffleient!y linked with his name to war-
rant a revival purely on the ground of filial feeling
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