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Comes to You at Last

Story of Matthews’ Sale, Muzzled by Un-
availing Court Proccedings, Finally
Sees Light of Dav.

©Once Honorable Name Was Used to Bolster “Big
Store’s” Own Merchandise — Regular Stock
“Marked Up” Labcls
Juggled—Greenhut's Principles of Special
Salesmanship Shown in Action.

for Bargains-

By SAMUEL HOPKINS ADAMS.

This article has a legal history. [t was intended
for publication on February 6th. Announcement of
it was made for that date. From that announcement
Greenhut's knew what they might expect. They knew
that The Tribune's facts wonld be libel-proof, for
The Tribune has exposed the store’s trade practices be-
fore, though not on so large a scale, and no basis was
then found for a suit for damages. Therefore, de-
spairing of any defence against the charges after pub-
lication, the Greenhut Company sought to prevent
publication. They secured a temporary injunction
forbidding The Tribune to publish such an article as
had been advertised. An application to make that in-
junction permanent was denied on Saturday, March
11th, by Justice Cohalan. That decision lifted the
censorship.

What did Greenhut's expect to gain by this inter-
ference with the right of free publication? On the very
authorities cited in support of their appeal their lawyers
must have known the hope of success to be desperate.
Delay, however, could be obtained, and was. To that
trifling extent Greenhut's have gained something in
gaining time. But time has no power to alter facts once
accomplished. The truth about the Greenhut's-Matthews
sale remains the truth as indelibly as if it were graven
in the stone of the “Big Store's” front. The moving
finger which wrote that dark page of irade chicanery is
the concern's own, and not all the strategy and all
the wit of their skilful lawyers can blot out one word
of the record.

What follows is a brief history of a shameless trick
upon the public. Why Greenhut's so dreaded its publi-
cation will appear, inferentially, in every line of the
reading.

“There's nane ever feared that the truth should be
heard
But them wham the truth wad indite.”

If you believe in signs, look out for Greenhut's. At the Big
Store, Eighteenth Street and Sixth Avenue, there has been in prog-
ress under the sign of the defunct A. D. Matthews™ Sons, of Brook
Iyn, as wild an orgy of fake trade as New York has known for many
a long day. Purchasing the right to exploit the name, along with the
stock of the Matthews store, Greenhut's has made it a vehicle to
camy off its own accumulations of years of odds and ends, tngelhm'.
apparently, with ancient job lots picked up at outside clearances.
Seconds, defectives, goods in such condition that “"damaged’” would
be a complmentary term to apply to them, marked up prices,
shopworn and soiled wearing apparel, tricky labels—all these
sins and many others have been committed under the sign and
symbol of the great Matthews Sale.  That commercial quac kery on
this scale could be perpetrated day after day in the face of the
honest advertising law would seem to indicate either the mherent
inadequacy of the statute to accomplich its chief purpose or that
the District Attorney's office has had no previous opportunity
properly to test it. It now has that opportunity.

How blatantly and openly the once honorable name of
Matthews is being debauched may be seen in the following incident:
Through one of the largest departments of the sale, men's clothing,
were liberally scattered standards bearing the red-typed announce-
ments of the Matthews event. Here two of The Tribune experts
found an honest salesman (I hope he doesn’t lose lus job for it).

“Is this the Matthews Sale?"" the visitors ashed

“Yes.”

“And is this all Matthews stock?"

“No."

“Not all Matthews? What 1s 112"

“It is practically all Greenhut's stock.”

“Then what do these signs mean?”

He only shrugged his shoulders hopelessly.
undergone that painful catechism before.

Up on the second floor the decoy prophets of red print bea-
coned to a collection of raincoats. Here a girl presided.  To her
The Tribune representatives put the usual query:

“Are these Greenhut's or Matthews coats?"”

“Matthews,”

“All of them "

“Yes, indeed.”

"How about this one 2™
collar to display the Greenhut's name, not on a detachable tag,
but on the sewn-in label.

“I didn't know there were anv of those Lere,”

| suppose he had

the mguirer asked, turmmg over the

sard the girl.

“Anyway, they're just as good as the Matthews, and the same

price.”
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About the middle of January Greenhut's
michty flourish of print in the newspapers:

Greenhut's Have Purchased
The Entire Stock of

MATTHEWS

Fulton Street, Matthews Corner, Brooklyn.
Sensationally Reduced Prices in All Depart-
ments During This Sale, Which Began
So Splendidly Yesterday.

And a little later:
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1411 GREAT SPRING SALE

| SEASON’S OFFICIAL OPENING
| ON EVERY FLOOR IN EVERY SECTION
Matchless “*Sale Specials” in New Spring Goods.

Tailored SPRING SUITS Spring Sale Specials for
17.75 Monday and Tuesday

Vo Mail or Telephone Orders for the following:

Women’'s

Regularly $23.08 Spring Sale Special




