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Obregon, the Handy Man

WATSON.
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railway., Off stepped General Carranza and
his military and civil aids, and up the street
they moved in a tumult of ragged soldiers and
more ragged civilians, dejected horses and

burros, frantic, velping dogs and heavy clouds
of dust. The curious thing is that within a
few minutes every native in that town ap-
peared to have seen all that he wanted of First
Chief Carranza and was trailing admiringly
after a member of his party who had not even
heen mentioned in any of the circus adver-
tising.

This popular idol was moch younger than
Carranza, much smaller of stature and girth.
Also. he had lost most of his right arm. His
name was Alvaro Obyegon, conmander of the
northern forces of tha Constitutionalist govern-
ment.

The more seen of Obregon “he more strongly
came at that time the realization that Obregon
would be a mar watch carefully in the fut
wre. As he walked, a little pompously, about
the streets crowds gathered to watch him, some-

times & bold one daring to gpeak to him and

receiving & smiling greeting from the sturdy
<oldier. When the crowd was sufficiently large
« Obregon wounld be asked to speak, and he usu-
ally did, almost always in an easy, chatty style,
interspersing his remarks with an occasional
iest which set hiz hearers off in roars of de-

heht.
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tle. He is not an orator and he knows it, and
eaves his speechmaking to those better quali-
fied for this duty—in which, it might be men-
tioned. Carranza is almost unique among Mexi-
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People who never liked Carranza and could
set¢ no good in him have been predicting for
months that Obregon is the next in line and
that he iz only waiting his time to seize the
power, Maybe it is 8o, but any one who knows
Mexien knows that admiral
have been given to Obregon already, and have

le atppnﬂ}]hi'i("-

Lbeen declined, for no obvious reason except that
chief. “Making Obregon
unique among Mexicans?" suggesis a friend,
bat that is not fair to the better class Mexican.
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tv of any truth in that assertion.
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who had seen D Porfirio in his palmy days,
and had seen the weakly Madero driven to his

death by Huerta, and had seen what followed
had gone through the
even these lifted
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the Decena Tragica, who
forays of Vilin and Lapata
their hanids and swore tha
worse behavior by his troops than had any of
the others. Mexico City has reason to recall
that period with sorrow

None of that disproves Obregon's claim on
the affections of the north, which has suffered
all the revolutions that it
than toward
northern

=0 impartiglly from

feels no worse toward (Ohregror

any one Cisd Fhe admiration the
Mexicans feel for Obregon is a nutural hero
worship for &8 man who has caped into public
attention in a time even shorter than 1s the
Mexican hero's averago.

Alvaroe Obregon was born thirty-eight years
Maya co
furm, married
family. That wife died,
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a Sonora beauty, Ser
cated in San Francisco Previous to
Obregon had followed the family tendency and
was cheerfully raising—in addition to hls
family—paying
with 1810 came the Madero revolution, since
which event Obregon has been raising trouble
of many varieties

When Madero won, Obregon, then a captain
returned to his garvanzas and stayed there
until the Orozco rebellpn broke out. The op
portunity for fighting rebels
appealed to the rustic, and off to the wars he
went again, helped toward the victory and then,

¢rops  of garvanzas, when

instead of weeds

Cincinnatus-like, returned to his farm. The
third call came with the slaying of Madero. In
twenty-four heurs Obregon was recruiting a
prowing by de-

yutant
nstantiy

farce of hr= own, (
wertions from the Huertistas, ind in the vear
and & half which followed the Huerta coup
Obregon and his little army were engaged ol

stantly in fighting through Sonora and Sinaloa,
in the siege of Guaymas, the west coast port,
on to Mazatlun, to Tepic, to the port of Man-
zanillo, to the lovely eity of Guadalajars, and

Continued om page seven.
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In reality the one thing I like
Well, I've been following that girl for vears, but she doesn't seem to give me much

He sighed. “You sce that photagraph of Peace aver there ?
| o

Na, T ostick around here. and he -lf' SUPET Vise the
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and took a melancholy pull at his battered eorneob.
iave to sit around in a bum suit of second-hand lodge regalia and make faces for the benefit of a lot of

Clav that he had been reading

hest to

(rocidne = gracious, no

U nited States navy

I don't work over there.

MARS

“There’s nothing in this war-ged business, my bov., I

How long do you think I'd last with nothing to fight with except a tin breastplate

ARE WOMEN

FABLE OF THE BIRD AND THL
SAGES.
Some Eastern prophets, elderly and
sage,
Were walking in a wood one summer
day,

When suddenly they came upon a cage
Holding a long-winged bird of plum-
age gay:
And, as this seemed to them a curious
thing,
They sat down to discuss it in a ring,

Thev made their discourse under head-
ings three:
First, was the cage its natural hab-

itat?
Next, could it fly, if they should set it
free?
Last, would it change, then, to a mole
or cat?

Each had a theory, evolved or heard,
On the essential nature of a bird,

The argument continued many vears,
Until one dav a youth came strolling
by,
To whom they told their questions and
their fears.
“loasy to answer them,” he made re-
ply.

By Alice Duer Miller

“Fasv!" cried thev,

“How can vou take
it thus?

How can vou answer what is hid from
us?"”

“Like this,” said he, “and all your wis-

dom's store

Would never find so clear an answer,
friends."”

And, stepping to the cage's gilded door,

He opened it.  And there the story

ends.

The moral is: To know if birds will fly,

The surest method is to let them try.

Notabhle Advance in 650 Years.
Speaking of the education of women,
the author of “Les Quatre
I'Homme,"
“(3irls should not be taught to read and

Age de

written about 1265, says:

write, unless it is for the purpose of

making them nuns, for many evils have
such

arisen from women's knowing

things."

R

An Hypothesis Contrary to Fact,

sSoon after the suffrage

was given to

f California, a small group

of anti-suffragists circulated a petition

the women ¢

against it, but could not obtain the nec-
essary signatures for resubmigsion.

The card thev got out at the time
aaid: “A majority of men and a major-
itv of women are opposed to woman suf-
frage. If this be true it will surely be
repealed.”

But it was not true.

DO YOU KNOW—

That the population of the suffrage
glate of Colorado iz not much larger
than that of Maine; but that in 1912
266,871 votes were cast in Colorado and
only 126,636 in Maine?

That the population of the suffrage
state of Kansas iz not much larger than
that of Oklahoma; but that in 1914 the
vote cast for Governor in Kansas was
530,206 and in Oklahoma only 253,682 7

That the population of the suffrage

state of Washington is not much larger
than that of Connecticut; but that in
1914 the vote cast in Washington was
245,279 and in Connecticut it was only
181,108 '

That, since women are in the minority
in the suffrage states, this seems to
show not only that women will vote

PEOPLE? ,

when allowed tn, but that where wom-
en are allowed to vote more men vote?

l.ove Sonnets of an Anti-Suffragist.
IV,
To His Love RErRoAcHING HER wWITH AN UN-
KINDNESS.
0, Mabel, you have wounded me beyond
All words
splendor;
I, who had thought you faithful, reverent,

fond,

Am filled with doubts of your complete

have dimmed our love's initial

surrender
I.ast evening when the argent car of night
Went up the sky with many a starrs minion,
You, without asking me if you were right,
Expressed a clear, impersonal opinion,
A judgment, a helief, an abstract thought;
And though T frowned and held myself aloof,
And murmured sternly: “Nothing of the
sort,”
You did not seem to notice the reproof. 4
0, Mabel, cease to think, or how can we
Be certain we shall never disagree? ‘

“(‘olorado Iz Great for the Children.”
Under this misleading heading a soul-
less* corporation i3 trying to deceive the
public into the belief that happy and
healthy children exist in a stata where
their mothers vote,

The Golden Egg‘l

COURTESY OF "THE NEW REPUBLIC»

. are hearing much to.day of t1he
W rapacity of labor. Solemn editarigls
declaim against the groed of grimy

workers, who already earn their big two dollary
a day and yet covet more, Labor iz admee.
ished not to turn our present prosperity jnt,
adversity, not to kill the ancient goose thee
lays the golden egg. But, unfortunstely, laber
is a little hard of hearing. It has to get g5
very early in the morning and is too dully
after its day of work to give proper considers.
tion to these pleas for justice and moderation,
It cares very littie about the ancient goose gagd

very much about the golden egi. Labor he.
lieves that it must pursue its own interest or
forfeit that interest. It knows no other way of

securing fair wages than to get all it can

How much labor can get, how mueh it has
already obtained, it is difficult to say, It has
heen caleulated that during the past yesr
money wages advanced from & 10 ]

n 15 Per cent,'
and that the wage increazes that
effect on May 1, 1916, benecfited

went inta

mea KO0 000

employes to the extent of $75,000.000 & year
Week by week this raising of 0% spredds
throughout the country. By strikes and the
silent competition of higher wages elsewhere

pressure is brought to bear upon emy
industries hitherto unaffected, All the advan.
tages are with the worker. Business is flourish.
ing, the scale of prices high, employment
steady, while the war has brought to an end
the importation of foreign laborers, uper
whom employers depended to keep dovwn wages
The surplus labor supply is gone, und even the
semi-unemployables are at work, Never {nour
history has the demand for lahor more com.
pletely overbalanced the supply.

yes in

It is & bad time to preach contentment ar
even moderation to the wage earncr. [Ha reads
about enormous war profits, flush times, easy
money. He knows that he must pay mare for
his meat and groceries, and he wants more
money, as much mora as he can get. He has

just passed through a period in which his
real earnings have declined, f the last
decade prices have ady aster tha
money wages. The worker T dollar
in his pay envelope, hut eould buy less with

Now he has a chance to
Daubtless his increased wages wi

them.
balance.

raise prices still further, but at least pa
this increase, perhaps the greater part
be paid by others than wage earners
lahor demands its share in the univers
perity. It demands higher wages,
hours, better labor conditions, a large share in
the contro! of industrial governme:

charter

To many good citizens this will seem a
grasping policy. It is. Yet under our pres-
ent industrial system no alternative is offered

That system is based upon the idea that ea
individual and group will securs

ful means whatever it possibly car
where the public interest is adversely

any one may demand anything for his
The ¢

wares, in reason or out "'f reRsor
States Steel Corporation may raise i

one or three hundred per cent; the munitionst
manufacturers may quintuple their charges
and the farmer is entitled to char
the customer will pay. The process
edly bears heavily on individuais
tain economic groups. Thus, when the value
of money falls, as it has fallen lately, the
crease in prices, profita and wages lays o hea
burden upon the peaple with [lixed

Indeed, every change in the relative bargain
ing power of the various groups creates tae
necessity for painful readjustments.

one demands that capitalists shall a s
than current interest rates or merch

than current prices, and the governme«

asked to intervene unless the change

ditions is one which undermines the health,
safety or prosperity of the nation as a whols

The present rise in wages has no sucl
tendency. It i not excessive, or even ade
quate. In part it iz a belated effort to ove
tnke the rise in prices, to restore, ather
words, a former wage. Beyond this

less, it represents an advance. Hut «
wages increased more rapidly than they are
now increasing, it would be a long time beiore
they brought a reasonably equitable distribu-
tition of income within sight. A very large
proportion of American wage earners still re-
ceive much less than a living wage, interpret
ing that phrase in the strictest sense. An Ui
crease in wages is therefora in the interest
not of the workers alone hut of the comm

How long the present upward tender
wages will continue and how long t
the higher wage leve! can be maints
depend upon the length and course o
and upon the economic conditions which peace
will bring.
labor is in

Much of the enlarged
industries which will decline or ever

disappear upon the conclusion of peace. This
will mean disruption, unemployment and &
painful adjustment to new conditions, Hut it

inyolve a fina

is scarcely probable that it wi
end of our present industrial i
is more likely in a mere change in the dires
tion of our productive energiea, perhaps A
slackening but not a complete stopping

For the wage earner, however, the all e
cisive factor is the supply of labor, You can-
not maintain vour standard of living if a
limited mumber of less exigent men are
peting for vour job. The experience of the
last two years has again proved to the wag®
earner what he abundantly knew before. that
a restriction of his numbers means on
whole an increase in his wage, while an |
definite increase means a reduction. If after
the war immigrants pour in at the rate of A
million a year, it will be difficult to keep real
wages up to their present level, for even
though money wages do not fall prices will
rise. If, however, immigration is restricted
either by economic improvement in Europs of
by legislation in this country, the wage earner
will be better able to maintain or ineresse ha
present wage, shorten his hours—which is »
more durable gain than an increass in wage
and perfect an industrial organization which
will permanently assure him a more decent
standard of living and a better ability to re
sist exploitation, |

|
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