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[reached $12 they urged her to let it apply on payments on
'the house. She did. Subsequently she applied $21 more in the
same way. She thought it was on her house. The Wiechers must
have enjoyed a laugh over that. All perfectly legal, too.

Of course, there was no such return for her industry in the
locality as to enable her to make a living and the required pay-
ments also.  And if she could have done so there were unnoticed
clauses binding her to pay interest semi-annually, to keep the
| buildings "' (if any) in good repair and paint,’’ to pay fire insur-
ance; also to plant and maintain "o good, live California privet
hedge.” Legal, absolutely legall But where was Mary Murphy
Now She i, get o good, live California privet hedge? And how maintain
it with work scarce and pay being turned in on the payments on
‘her (1) property?

. Of course, it happened. It was bound to happen. It was
|even foreseen to happen; look at the perfectly legal contractl
'Mary fell behind. She lost her home. She lost her $500. She
lost her instalments. She lost her labor. The Wiechers got it all.

Mary is back in the tenement now, trying to support her-
'self and the little dependent girl. It isn't- as pleasant there as
/it was in the Long Island home. Mary thinks it hard that she
| should have had to give it up and lose her money. She wrote to

['his is the story of a strictly legal transaction. Its legality is | The Tribune to state her belief that it is hard. Perhaps it is hard.
proven by unimpeachable documents, couched in exact terms. | But it is legal; strictly legal. This on the authority of an =xperi-
Even the verbiage is legal. There is a “party of the first part,” the enced lawyer, Louis F. Swarts, of 31 East 42d Street, who acts
Adolph Wiechers Realty Company, and a “party of the second for the Wiechers in the matter. He has made a careful protective
part.” Mary Murphy, and a duly qualified lawyer to certify it all study of the situation and is confident that his client is on flrm1
correct. And if back of it there iz a history of catastrophe and

-pelty l.\l.l\'l'lll'['}ll"_ to be sure, and ruin rf'l'l\-.-h:'f* in hgures

(Repridted by Request.)
Wiechers Made a Contract
—And the Woman Paid

MARY MURPHY THOUGHT SHE WAS
BUYING A HOUSE IN THE COUNTRY

What She Did Buvy Was Only a Contract.
I1as Lost Her Home and Her Labor—and Her
Hope. The Wiechers Have Her Money—but It

Is All Strictly Legal, Mind You. Perhaps, in
the Greater Reckoning, Matters Will Be
Straightened Out, but Meanwhile Mary Is
Ending Her Days in Tenement.

1

By SAMUEL HOPKINS ADAMS.

ground. He writes:

ruin “I have taken up this matter with several attorneys and ex-|
]

so small as to be of no practical concern to any but the victim— plained the situation to them, exhibiting the papers in the case to
them, and they have thereupon decided to take no action upon
the same.”

Believing, as | do, that most lawyers are human, | should like
to know what Mr. Swarts, business apart, really thinks of that con- |
tract between his client and Mary Murphy.

Mary will probably finish her days in the tenement. Strange
as it may seem, she appears to have suffered a lapse of ambition |
and hope. She hardly expects at her age to he able to save|
enough, while supporting herself and the little girl, to buy an-|
She wishes she might. Mary likes the
And tenement life is harsh in summer.  She doesn’t
quite understand why it is that she can have neither the place that |

it is nevertheless reassuring to realize that it was all entirely and
strictly legal.

The principal personages of this minute financial drama are
Mary Murphy and Adolph Wiechers. Mary Murphy is an old
woman of forty-two. She lives in a rather grim tenement. Toil
has broken her. Adolph Wiechers is a man still young at an age
considerably greater than Mary Murphy’s. He lives on West End
Avenue and has a country place at Ronkonkoma, L. I. He is
president of the Adolph Wiechers Realty Co., wherein his son,
Adolf Wiechers, Jr., is associated with him. Fat living has kept
them sleek. Mary Murphy is one of the contributors to the living.
She contributed $500. She didn't know that she was contribut-
ing. She thought that she was buving a home for herself and
the little destitute adopted niece who lives with her. What
It is a strictly legal contract,
That is why

other place in the country.
country.
Mr. Wiechers agreed to sell her nor her money back. It is wasted
time and consolation to assure her that the transaction was well

within the law. Mary's opinion of the law is regrettable.

she was really buying was a contract,

No court can touch it. As for the Wiechers, father and son, | can devise no words

But
my memory is better than my invention, and [ recall an early Kip-
ling poem dealing with the fate (strictly legal, be it noted) of a
helpless human pawn, sacrificed by the Powers that Be, in India;

as will be seen presently,
1 am going quite beyond the ordinary scope of The Tribune Bureau syitable to portray gentlemen so candid and law-abiding.
of Investigations to describe it and its workings, in the hope that

publicity may inform others concerning the Wiechers methods and,

incidentally, mete out to them some slight measure of extra-legal
justice and the final verse with its appeal to the eternal justice that is

When Mary Murphy first encountered the Wiechers she lived
in a $9.a-month tenement at | 0th avenue and 55th street. From

Her father was paralyzed and

above all courts.
“"And when the Last Great Bugle-Call
childhood she has been 2 grubber. Adown the Hurnai throbs,

Her mother was a factory hand. Later there was the

When the last grim joke is entered
In the big black Book of Jobs,

And Quetta gravevards give again

blind.
little relative to care for.
“casual.”” working where she could get jobs; in factories, in pack-
ing houses, in the cellar departments of the big stores. Finally
the washtub claimed and chained her. Through it all she kept
decent. and—wonder of wondersl—hopeful. The mainstay of her
hope was $500 left after her mother's death, saved out of fourteen
years slaving in a carpet factory. Mary put it in the bank. There

Mary did the caring. She was a
Their victims to the air,
[ shouldn’t like to be the man
Who sent Jack Barrett there.”

Poetically, Long Island is an unromantic locality to substitute
for the Hindustan of Kipling; and “Mary Murphy” in place of
“Jack Barrett” will not unpto'}e the metre.  But, geography and
poesy apart, the Wiechers might read the change into the verse
without altering the essential purport,

it drew interest until one day Mary read in the Evening Telegram
an investment advertisement, in the classified columns.

(And. incidentally, | believe in my heart that if the amount
of hell's own work done by those Evening Telegram columns

could be known, not even James Gordon Bennett would accept the

Here and now, their posi-
The law supports them. But when
the Greater Reckoning is called and man-made legalities and tech-
nicalities are chaff before the coursing winds of the Mightier Jus-
tice, how much weight as against Mary Murphy and her withered
life and labor and hope will attach to that eminently sound clause |
of the Wiechers' “agreement’” which took away her home and her
savings and left her a barren sheet of stamped paper—strictly |
Jegall .

tion is secure, impregnable,

money wrung by them from the cheated hopes of the poor.)
“A Working Man's Grand Opportunity” the advertisement

was headed, and it went on to say that a private party would sell
on easy terms a delightful and cheap home in the country, where
a workingman with a little money could spend his declining years
in comfort and peace. In response to it Mary called at the Wiech-
erss West End Avenue house, supposing, in her simple faith in
print, that she was dealing with a private person. She knew noth-
ing of the character of the Fveninz Telegram's money-trap col-
umns. Why should she? And she knew nothing of the character
of the Wiechers' business.
Wiechers appeared as suave, obliging and courteous gentlemen,
who were ready to sell her a desirable lot in Smithtown, L. L,
They assured her that Smithtown fairly

When the story of Mary was first printed, many of-
fers of assistance were received, with some money. The
Tribune believes that the case is one in which the return of
$500 to the victim of a “strictly’’ legal transaction is the
only true recompense that can be made.

Subscriptions will accordingly be accepted and ap-
plied to Mary's relief, with the proviso that the $288 now
in hand shall be increased to $500. A major part of the
sums already subscribed—including The Tribune’s own
contribution—is given on that basis.

What is your pleasure ?

How could she? To her the two

on

the most obliging terms.
bloomed with opportunities for a washerwoman to get work at
gnnd priccs——nh. much better than city prir(‘."——zmr] that she
would be saving all her city rentals and putting the money into
her own property; establishing a healthful, happy home for her
old age, etc., ete. Only after she had drawn from the bank her
entire $300 and the interest did she discover that she was dealing

Whatever misgivings developed were

They assured her that they

with a real estate company.

TENNIS ROW SPLITS CLUB | CIGARETTE SETS BARY AFIRE

goothed by the persuasive Wiechers.

themselves would give her plenty of work; that washing enough fark Hill Meémbership Divided Over Butt Thrusm from Window Falls in
s har bany neven davs intha bl iF shevane ik to o . ‘.“llann\ !rln_a-_ : 2 Carriage—Mother Hurt in Rescue.
‘ e 2 he membership of the Park ITi A ted cigarctt ossed o ¢

it all—would be waiting tor her. As for the moving, that would o ¥ Club of Yonkers is split over| 5 win Y F.:.|T-'”...“:.,,:il1”’-¢:.
-ost her only $12. If it were more they would pay I|1.r difference. ! stion of Sunday tenols "J..: torday b Du Mago. hine
So Mary paid over her $500. on account of $1,375, the bal- " onths old, who was tuking the air in

SR Wee
) front of his mother's
446 Wenst 184th Street. The
<ot fire to the carriage robes,
Mngo, sttracted by the
eams, ran out just in time

his eaprriagze in

ance to be paid $10 monthly, and received in return—a contract.

What really worked the undoing of Mary Murphy was a
clause in that contract, perfectly legal in itself and which if prop-
erly understood by the parties making it and justly availed of

apartment,

Sunday i .
will whang merrily from down
ightfall,
thirty members who wvoted
t Sunday t« {eelare they

I membe [

n the

nim.,

hild was only slightly burned,
¢ mother, who tore off the burn-
her bars hands, wis

might work no injustice, as has been true in many anaother case of
the use of this time-stained though law-supported clause. But

Mary Murphy did not know that it was there and would not have it

understood its legal effect if she had.
To state it in non-legal terms, it provided that if Mary Murphy
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Straw Hats
Reduced

b i BLIS
Wallach Bros.

Beginning Monday
i Third Axe., Cor. 1249d

wiw
246-248 West 125th

failed to make any monthly payment by the first of the next
month the Adolph Wiechers Realty Company got her $500, plus
what instalments she had already paid. Mary got nothing. As a
point of interest it may be noted that the Wiechers were selling

Mary Murphy a lot with a house on it. Yet there is no mention

| |

of that house in the agreement to sell. Mary never read the agree-

qvent at all.  Probably she would not have understood it if she had.

And, anyway, she trusted the generous gentlemen with whom she
..Ir"lll.

The rest of the story is short, if not sweet. The moving cost
Mary $26.40. She reminded the Wiechers of their promise of help.
They smiled it away. The house was a ramshackle building ren-
dered unfit for occupancy because of a leaky roof. Also the ceilings
had fallen.
applied to have the roof mended. The Wiechers said she must pay
for it; $60. But Mary hadn’t the $60.
The roof continued to leak.

The Wiechers did give her their washing, as promised; a heavy
washing, which tock her three davs in the week to do.
reckoned it as two days work at $1.50 a day.

Ceilings will when the roof lets in the rain. Mary

All quite r'J;.!hl and 1(’5:.1[.

Iiry iy below Chambers
Diroadway, Cor. 20th St

. H[nfn
. Evenings.
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LAST WEEK OF 22"° JUNE SALE

A BRILLIANT Ending to a BRILLIANT SALE

June Sale Values in UNDERMUSLINS and BABIES’ WEAR.
June Sale Values in BLOUSES, MILLINERY, WHITE GOODS.
June Sale Values in PETTICOATS, CORSETS, SHOES.
June Sale Values in BOYS’ CLOTHING and FURNISHINGS.
June Sale Values in APPAREL FOR WOMEN, MISSES and GIRLS,
June Sale Values in MEN’S SHIRTS and FURNISHINGS.

These and Many Other Departments Will Offer Exceptional Values,
FOLLOWING FOR TOMORROW AND TUESDAY: -
JUNE SALE-LAST WEEK JUNE SALE SPECIALS For Monday and Tuesday

Women!s and Chl[dren,s UNDERWEAR £5.00 Trimmed Hats .00

Milan, hemp, leghern and fancy
straws—contrasting facing of Geor-

Rathing Toxs
for Men, Women,

Everything in

stripes for Heal Rays, fsirls,
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$4.0
Als .
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A
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medium,
Trimmed Free {n Smartest Styles
1t materials are purchased here.

$1.69 Wings, Bands and Fancies..1.00
Variety of styles—black and white.

]

New Assortments for This—THE LAST WEEK.
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¥ .

with lace or em embroidery —reg. .70
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Princess Slips  Lace trimmed yoke FExtra Size Petticoats cambric plain eolo : : 55.00 Corsets avsansssearans 2.08
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yokes—deep lawn ruffle........ 1.6G4 hand — enmbrie 44 to 52 - spee'l 4D 3 neck. £
EQUAL SALE VALUES IN CHILDREN'S UNDERWEAR. * *
e * IEN’S SOFT SHIRTS
- MEN FT SHIRTS
R e ey 1.00
For Tomorrow and Tuesday . .
$1.49 grads Shirts are regularly made from thiz same material of Ses Islad
eotton woven stripes on white grounds in serge cloth soft eua Carefully
Early Close"out PurChase Of dyed und woven fubric. Made aecording to specifications, insuring perfect £
L NGERIE FR S } An unugua] price for this quality., Sizes I3% to 18 neck.
I 0CK SR
. | Delivery Schedule:— | FREE
For Women and Misses FREE—ALL PAID PURCHASES Dependable Alterationa
| ANYWHERE IN U. S Women's, Mi ¢ and Gy
Just in the mri]t of t:rllwI N -v:r.-f_ smartest Symmer models, in truly alluring e M'rﬁ:-r.;f;; h I;:;l:-:\h‘”. Suits, Dresses,
nreay - of excellent quality White Embroidered Voiles, Nets and Point o THIN 25 MILES. £.9% ant ub. ghe o
d'Exprit—Ince and tiny rufiled trim'd Blouses and Coatees some with the FREE -ALL C. O Il il.ll(.il,\.f-"-“_ : k‘:_ b " ‘.:i‘ '.‘ilﬂd ¥
popular deep Sailor Collar—Majority of Girdles are of handsome White $2.95 (AND OVER) ANYWHERE DRI v pnvon 4.5 nnd op
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coneeits are daintiest little pleatings, laces, cordings, hemstitchin & = = == = &
faring or ruffled Skirts—All are up to the minute in style and qus i
DRESSES, DRESSES, . DRESSES, MORNING SPECIALS—Monday and Tuesday, Until 1 P. M.

Worth $12.08, Worth $16.08, Worth $23.08, To prevent dealers buying, quantities restricted. No Mail or Telephone Qrders
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and navy —chie slip-on or belted ‘ ! h quarter = white or rad stripe borders, LI MR B
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" e oS ited
; 5  inch soft, lustrous —dark b seck J4—pateh
olorsaleo binek. it el g e nd gAY
VACATION NEEDS T U e e | i o
" .- FOTIAS 4 to 37 '-l
55 ct. Itibbons—{inc assortment. 16G ¥ exira Lind & .;{
SUIT CASES—HAND BAGS—BATHING BAGS Plain or moire tafetas, satins, =g g i
‘ani ' black, white snd eolors also
The Ocean Vanity Bags and the Bathing Suit Bags are this season's discoveries |-rl‘- dens and stripes Uinery SLea 1
which will surely interest those who are off to the beaches  There are other sush and hair bow widths, B 4
good values here also:— RIEBOSE—MAIN FLOOR -".:
Ocean Vanity Bags—In various Envelope Hand Bags in pin, creps 59 et, Mohalr Sicillennes—50 inch. .38 MILLINTRY
colors—of rubber, with belt of and matt seal -suede, morocco, Firm, round weave—justrous - 98 ct. Men's Night Shirts . ...c0 T8
same material —absolutely vachette nnd grain leathers ereamy, brown, garnet, navy and .f:'-:' :::r .I‘ no dressl -'. =y
WRLETPIOOL ..cvvviisnnnaannnnss 10 nm-'.:l, m;ﬂd:um and large sizes black. S h.,_f F._'.,L_ sizes 15 to 20 neck.
top handle and back straps e than Bt I FLaGh ol rattnrs ALY FLOOR
Bathing thii Bags hlack enamel up-to-the-minute makes- - ot BETEEN) S SO BATS SRR -LLES
with white enamel lining—can bhe D8 to 5.49 | 59 ¢f. Babies' Bands 0 3798 Mis 1
. . 3 2" Band®.....oovive . ) ses & Women's
washed with soap and water 1.0 Kn.t with % 5.03
] ’ | Renll Bags—studisd ston} of 3 or LAOENE DOMIS SR | oo L o e =
Overnight Hand Bags vachette with drawstring —navy and black rini i T IEA g e il oyl A A Y
and walrus gost leather fitted with purse and mirror. 2.08 4 fan iy o N k. i [
slide ends —leather lined ] BEFT b PLOOR b, ';{\:-'u..'..;-. RETNIND
two and three pockets,..... G.08 Cowhide Suit Cases ~linen lined — L%
! ‘ reinforced corners—straps of . y 2 .
White Kid Hand Bags enveloro cowhide leather—very good Cloek Signs Denate Morning Speclals. X
and dress shapes—fancy linings .08 value—reg. $6.98...... cerss . 3.08 Look for the Clocks! Look for the Clocks! '




