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Wiechers Made a Contract
And the Woman Paid

MARY MURPHY THOUGHT SHE WAS
BUYING A HOUSE IN THE COUNTRY

Whal She Did Buy Was Only « Gontract. Now She

H:is Losl Her Home nnd Her Labor.and Her

Hope. The Wiechers H.ivc Her Moncv.bul It

h VII Strictly Leg»l, Mind You. Perhtps, in
ihe (ircatei Reckoning, Mattcrs Will Bc
Slraiiihtenccl Out, but Meanwhile Mar\ Ifl
Bnding Her Davs in a Tenement.

By SAMUEL HOPKINS ADAMS.
I big is the story of a strirtly legal transaction. It*. legahtv if

pxoven by unimpeachable documents. couched in exact ttrvaa,

Fven thr verbiage is legal. There is .. '.party of thr first part." thr

Adolph Wiecken Rralty Company, and a "party of thr ttrcond

part." Mary Murphy, and a duiy qualined lawyer to certify it all

And if back of it thrrr ia ,, hiatory ol catastrophe ind

ruin_pctty cataatrophe, to be tmre, and ruin reckoned in

s:> Btnall bi to be of no practical concern to any LSul the victim.

il ia nevertheleaa reaaauring to realize that it was all entirely and

Btli tly leg.d.
The principal personages of this minute financial drama are

Mary Murphy and Adolph Wiechers. .Mary Murphy is an old

woman of forty-two. She lives in a rather grim tenement. Toil

has broken her. Adolph Wiechers is a man still young at an age

considerably greater than Mary Murphy"s. I Ir lives on West End
Avenue and has a country place at Ronkonkoma, L. I. He is

president of the Adolph Wiechers Rralty Co.. wherein his aon,

Adolf Wiechers, Jr.. is associated with him. Fat living has kept
them sleek. Mary Murphy is one of the contributors to thr living.
She contributed $500. She didn't know that she was contribut-
ing. She thought that she was buying B home for hersrlf ftnd

the little destitute adopted niece who lives with her. What

ishe was really buying was a contract. lt is a strictly legal contract.

as will be seen presently. No court can touch it. That is why
1 am going quite beyond the ordinary scope of The Tribune Burrau

of Investigations to describr it and its workings, in thr hope that

publicity may inform others concerning thr Wiechera methods and.

incidentally, mete out to them some slight mcasure of extra-lrgal
justice.

Whrn Mary Murphy first encountered the Wiechers she lived
month tenement at I Oth avenue and 55th atreet From

childhood she has been B grubber. 1 Ier father was paralyzed and

blind. Her mother was a factory hand. Later there was the
little relative to care for. Mary did the caring. She was a

"casual." working where she could get jobs; in factories, in pack-
ing houses, in the cellar departments of the big stores. Finally
the washtub claimed and chainetl her. Through it all .she kept
decent. and.wonder of wonders!.hopeful. The rnainstay of her

hope was $'500 left after her mother';; death. saved out of fourteen

years slaving in a carpet factory. Mary put it in the bank. There
it drrw interest until one day Mary read in the Evening Telegram
nn investment advertisement. in the classified columns.

(And, incidentally. I believe in my heart that if thr amount

of hell's own work done by those Fvening Telegram c olumns
could be known. not even JamesGordon Bennett would .iccept the

money wrung by them from the cheated hopes of the poor.)
"A Working Man's Grand Opportunity" the advertisement

was headed. and it went on to say that B private party would sell

on easy terms a delightful and cheap home in the country. where

a workingman with a little money could spend his declining years

in comfort and peace. In response to it Mary ealled at the Wiech
ers' Weat End Avenue house, supposing. in her siinple faith in

print, that she was dealing with a private prrson. She knew noth-

ing of thr chnracter of the Evening Telegram's money trap col
umns. Why ahould she? And she knew nothing of the character
of the Wiechers' buainesa. How could ahe? I o her the hiro
Wiechers appea anave, obliging ind courteoua gentlemen,
who were ready to Bell hrr a dedrable lot in Smithtown, L I., on

the most obliging terms. They BSBUred hrr that Smithtown fairly
bloomrd with opportunities for a washerwoman to get work at

good prices.oh, much better than city prices.and that she
would br saving all her city rentall and putting the money into
her own property; establishing a healthful, happy home for her
old age. rtc, etc. Only after she had drawn from the bank her
entire $500 and the interest did she discover that ahe was dealing
with a real estate company. Whatevei misgivinga developed were

BOOthed by the persuasive Wiechers. They assured her that they
themselvea would give her plenty of work: that washing enough
lo keep her busy seven days in the week.if she were wilhng to do
Jt all.would be waiting for her. As for the moving, that would
cost her only $12. If it were more they would pay the difference

So Mary paid over her $500, on BCCOUnt of $1,375. the bal-
.,!i e to be paid $10 monthly, and r< ceived in return.a contract.

\\ hai reallv worked the undoing of Mary Murphy was a

clause in that contract, perfectly Ie^.,1 in itself and which if prop-

erly understood by the parties making it and justly availed of

might work no injustice, as has been true in many another i

the u«r of this tune-stained though law-supported clause. But
Mary Murphy did not know that it was there and would not have
understood its legal effect if she had.

To state it in non-legal terms, it provided that if Mary Murphy
lailed to make any monthly payment by the first of the next

month the Adolph Wiechers Realty Company got her $500, plua
what instahnents she had alrea-ly paid. Mary got nothing. As a

point of interest it may be noted that the Wiechers were selling
Mary Murphy a lot with a house on it. Yet there is no mention
of that hoUM in the agreement to sell. Mary never read the agree-
lenl at aU. Probably she would not have understood it if she had.

And, anyway, she tniated the generous gentlemen with whorn she
¦..lt.

Ihe rest of the story is short, if not sweet Ihe moving cost

Mary $26.40. .shr reminded the Wiechers of their promise of hrlp.
Thry smilrd it awav. Ibe housr was a ramshai kle building ren-

drrrd unfit for OC4 UpBTM v brcaii-e of \ lraky roof. Also thr c eilings
had fallen. (eilings will when the roof lets in the rain. Mary
Bpplied to have the roof inended. 1 he \\ lechers aaid she rnust pav

foi lt; $t'0. All q-nte righl and legal. But Mary hann't thr $fi0.
Ihe roof continued to leak.

1 he Wie. hers did give her thra washing. <»s promised a hravy
washin., which took hrr thrrr davs in thr wrrk to do. I hey
reckoned it as two daya' work at $1.50 a day. When the bill

.iri.rr.cd $12 they urgrd l.rr to let it apply on payment* on

thc hotjte. Sha did. Suhsrqurntly *hr applird $21 morr in thr

.,,.,<* w.',v. She thought it was on hrr linuse. Thr Wirrhrra muat

have enjoyed ¦ laugh arta that All prrfrctly Irgal. too.

Of coursr. there was D0 such return foi hrr industry in thr

lecaliry m ir. enable hrr to make ¦ living and thr reejuired pay

menta alao And .f ahe could have donc ao there were urwoticed
claucec binding hrr to pay mtereet »-mi annually, to keep thr

buildinga "nf any) in good repair and paint." to pay hrr insur-

nncr; also tO plant and maintain "a good. livr Cahfornia privrt
hedge." Legal, nb*»*>ruteJy Icgall But whrrr was Mary MurrAy
I., get n k«*oH. livr- CaJifornia ptivel hejdge? And how maintain

it with work acarec and pay being tnrnrd in on thr paymrnta on

hrr ( !) property?
Of course. it happrnrd. lt was hound to happrn. It was

even foreceen t<> happen; look at thr prrfrctly lrgal contrartl

Mary fell behind. Shr lost hrr home She lost hrr $500. She
lost hrr inatalmenta, Shr lost hrr lahor. I hr Wiecheri got it all.

Mary is hack in 'hr trnrmrnt now, trying to support hrr-
srlf and thr liltlr deprndrnt girl. It isn't as plrasant thrrr aa

it was in thr Long Island homr. Mary thinks it hard that she
should have had to give it up and lose hrr monry. She wrote to

The Tribune to state her helief that it is hard. Perhaps it ifl hard.
But it is legal; Itrktly legal. This on the authority of an -xperi-
enred Iawyer. l.ouis E. .Swarts. of 31 I.ast 42d Street, who aeta

for the Wiecherfl in the matter. I le has made ¦ Careful protertive
atudy "f thr attuation and is conftdent that his rlirnt is on firm

ground. I Ir writea:
"1 have taken un this mattei with leveral Bttorneyi and r*

plained thr aituation t<> thctn, exhibiting thr paperi in thr case to

them, and they have thereupon decided t<» takr no action upon
thr samr."

Believing. as I do. that most lawyers are human, I should like
to know what Mr. Swarts, bvisinrss npart. rrally thinks of that con-

tract between his rlient and Mary Murphy.
Mary will probably finish hrr days in thr trnrmrnt. Strange

as it may seem, she appenrs to have suffered a lapse of amhition
and hope. .She hardly expects at her age to he able to aave

enough, while supporting hersrlf and the little girl, to buy an-'
other place in the country. She wishes shr might. Mary likes the
country. And tenement life is harsh in summer. .She doesn't
quite understand why it is that shr can have nrithrr thr place thal
Mr. \^ iechera agreed to tell her nor hrr monry back. It is waated
limr and consolation to assurr hrr that thc trans.u tion was wrll
within thr law. M.uv's opinion of ihe law is rrgrettable.

As for thr "A iechera, father and son, I can devise no words
Euitable to portray gentlemen so candid and law-abiding. But
my memory is hrttrr than my invrntion, and I recall an rarly Kip-
iing poem dealing with the fatr (atrictly legal, hr it noted) of a

hclpless human pawn, tacriftced by thr Powrrs that Be, in India;
and the nnal verae with its appeal to the eternal justice that ia
above all courta,

"And whrn thc I.ast Greal Bugle-Call
Adown thr Hurnai throba,

the ist grirn jokr is rntcred
In the big blai k Book of Jobs,

And Quetta graveyarda give again
Their victima to thr air,

i ahouldn't likr to hr thr man

\\ ho BCnt Jack Barrrtt thrre."
Poetically, Long Island is an unromantic locality to suhstitute

lor the Hindlistan ol Kipltng; and "Mary Murphy" in place of
'Ja< k Barrett" will not improVe th<- mrtrr. But, geography and

ipart, thr Wiechen might read the change into thr verse

without altering the eeaential purport I Irrr and now. thrir posi-
lion is iecure, impregnable Ihe law aupporta them. But whrn
the Greater Keckoning is called and man-made legalitiea and tech-
nii alitiea are chaff before the coursing winds of the Mightier Jus-
lice, how much weight as againtt Mary Murphy anrl her withered
life and labor and hope will attach to thal emtnentry sound dause
of the \*. irchrrs' "agrrement" which took away her homr and hrr
aavinga and Irft hrr a barren shert of stamped paper.strictly
legal I

VVhen the story of Mary was first printed, many of-
fers of assistance were received, with some money. The
Tribune believes that the case is one in which the return of
$500 to the victim of a "strictly" legal transaction is the
only true recompense that can be made.

Subscriptions will accordingly be accepted and ap-
plied to Mary's relief, with the proviso that the $288 now
in hand shall be increased to $500. A major part of the
sums already subscribed.inrluding The Tribune's own
contribution.is given on that basis.

What is your pleasure ?
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CTGARETTE SETS BABY AFTRE
Hult '1 lin..* n Prata ''inriuw falls in

( arriage-.Mother llurt in Ueocue.
A liffhted rii.-. ,) ,,ut 0f

a arindow oearljr eauaed the drath yes-
hTafje, nine

montlis old, who was taking the air in
his carriaj-e in front ol hia mother'.*
apartment, 448 Weat ItMth Street. The

re to the carriape robes,
Mra, De Haa*o, attracterl hv the

screams, ran out just in tima
him.

iva* only -.lif-htly burned,
her, who r-urn-

haada, v,a--

ialy burt.

j Straw Hats
| Reduced

Every Wallach dM "if
$2 Straw Hat "4>l.-40

Beginning Monday

Wallach Bros.
5 ] \ 1 ..- I'J'.'ii ( Iprn

Droadwa; M6 Mfl '-. J Ere-aiaga,
The Home of Hart Schaffner .t\, Marx Clothes
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LAST WEEK OF 22. JUNE SALE
A BRILLIANT Endinz to a BRILLIANT SALE

June Sale Values in UNDERMUSLINS and BABIES' WEAR.
June Sale Values in BLOUSES, MILLINERY, WHITE GOODS.
June Sale Values in PETTICOATS, CORSETS, SHOES.
June Sale Values in BOYS' CLOTHING and FURNISHINGS.

June Sale Values in APPAREL FOR WOMEN, MISSES and GIRLS.
June Sale Values in MEN'S SHIRTS and FURNISHINGS.

These and Many Other Departments Will Offer Exceptional Value*.
FOLLOWING FOR TOMORROW AND TUESDAY:

JUNE SALE LAST WEEK
Women's and Children's UNDERWEAR
The Ijat Week the very last w«*eJ< of our June Sale. Doeen't th»t give yoi
a hurry-up feeling? Anyway, a irlance at then. prices certainly will. Beeauae
of our rejrular policv of I.owest-in-the-City price* a sale ia a great everit in
our store. It required clever buyin,; and much thoujrht to be able to oTer
you these distinetly unuaaal barpalr*

New Aaaortmenta for Thia.THE LAST WEEK.
Chrmlrjrf*. rnvelope, anr! rejrular

aritB lace or emo'y special....

JUNE SALE SPECIALS For Monday and Tuesday

.56
Fnvelope Chemiaes natn*ook Val.

lare or embroidered medallions
n run eyelets rejr. .'.'s.77

Japancsc Silk Camisnles deep
trimminjjs lare arui ernbroidery

value .59.I."i

Silk, Satin or Crepe Camisolea.
t'anry lare yoke am! llctTCI
ribbon e Ipe reg.M.70

J.tp.inexe and (hina Silk Envelope
Chemiscs lare trimmed or shirred
| oke, with ribbon r"

ror. $1.«4!>.1.0-1

Petticoats wide embroidered
ruirle* or lare and il erl
rai M. ..vs

Cambric and \ain*ook Pettleoata.
1h<*i* or wide ernbroidery flounre*
aome fle»h-tinti-d batiate. .¦'1

Crepe He Chine Peltii-o.it* .lorp
lare flounre uudcrlav of net
and ribbon raloe | M .2.0 .

Crepe de Chine Nitjlit Dressea.
Empire itjrle neck and waist
4-hirred and heiBatitchad
ribbon boi (..N.2.94

Drawers nain«ook wide em-

broiden or laea li aarl flesh-
tinted hn: ¦(.. rerr. :,;i. .46

.04

.10

Dratters BSiaaoek fancy laces
or tine embroidi-ry rcg. .70.

Drawera CaBlbrla H. S. hem
and tucks rep. .29.

Princess Slips I.are trimmed yoke
and akirl rep. $1.29.

PflBtaaa Slips lace and rmhrr.iderrrl
daap lawn r'i*Tle.1 .<> I
BQUAL SAI.i: VALUE- I.N

AN

Combinatlons Yoke. of lace anrl
ernbroidery reg. .79.

Combfnations Natnsook waiat or

princes* yoke or front of lace
and ernbroidery .

Comhination.t Walst of lace and
roiderad orgaadio [naerta

trimmi d akirt or drai
al .1

CoraH Cavara Naiaaook with
laea and ernbroidery, medallions,
etc. trimmrd backs *pecial...

CaaUaoloa N'ainsook allover
yoki-s of lare and ernbroidery
insort- alaawhara M.

N'isrht llres-.es Kmhroidered
Back reg. .44 and JU).

Niftht Dresses t'amhrir, nain-
-. muslin colored effecta

laea, ernbroidery and ribbon
M ai d 11.29 .

Night Dreaaea Nainaook
Empire, yoke and bolero styles
trimt'. ibbon bowa
Bnd roiettea --peciul .1

K\tra Si/e Corset Covers
Good muslin hiph neck, tipht
ntting reg. 29.

Eltra Si/e Drawers Pnll Cfll
h. s. ii.-ni ref. Xi.

Kxtra Si/e Night Dresses cambric
ernbroidery tnmmi'd

ri-K. ,69 and ,89.
Fxtra Si/<* Night Dresses
cambric round nerk roara Val.
l:.<. mbroidery ai d

1139 .'..
FTfra Si/e Petticoats
embroiderv oi

cambr:r
reg. $l .29..

Kxtra Si/e ( hemises Corded
br M 'r> o2 speeT

CHILDREN'- I NDEBWEAB.

04

.no

.10

.si

..IS

?87

.nr,

.19

._s

IT

.92

.7 1

.49

?.-,.n0 Irimmed HaN..1.00
Milan, hemp, leghorn Rrd fanrv

vs-- conf ras,in_r fneir:'otGOOT'
gev. crepe- -eff'ctively trirnrced
with fo..44"*r4. ar,d ribbons.

|LM Intrimmed Hat«....1.-7
Punamas ar.d white Milan hemp
ne-res*, smartes* BBodela, lar*f« ar-l
medium.

Trimmed Free (n Fmarteirt Stylei
If ma'eriala «r» p'jr'-has.M BBBB

$l.fi9 VVinijn, Bandi and Fanriea.. 1.00
V.tr: ty of al

J1.J9 (. rl*' Summer Drc*se*.1.06
Ploarered fir dotted
atriped . 11 year*.

$1.19 i.irU* Middv Dre-.te«.f'O
Wh U

49 ct. Children's Komper*..*l."i
.". for l.i*6

2 to S m ef
Btripe or eheck trinajhama also
plain colors v.r.h or without ccl-
Lara beaeb or eloaed ka<

19 ct. Children's Summer Hats... ..'..*.

plain and fancy BBJ

$1.29 & $1.19 ll*>>s' Wash Suits 1 .()<»
¦_'¦; t» . arhite, plain col¬
ors. i

Hiddy Jui r. '.. r
.

$:..*is *. MJfl Bej .3.96

N'ur:

pea ar.d (
v m 'o M *.

$.1.2.-. Mea'a Silk Shirts.2.46
r

irabinatioaa silk i a
rarioua ""ha

$109 Me»ii'K Sr.Lsette Shlrt-.*» l
(ior | qoalil I irt

i !.¦ ra, incl idii -.: rream,

L34 to

BV'OMEVS BPORT cr ffj
EUf

? .3.75
Fe.mWSnrf< I awdajle- b&*4 f_Bjj( .-* -ripp'.e b»-c« cia-nlih «!.
\an.fall t .' Rnri-itB BBj
mad* and ' ">j Be_t

$_.4f* ^li.ae^ and Wom^n*,
Wash Skirta .1J_J

'* nd..'__,
* di rr
a*_aaj

a r. d »I'

.*i.21 white ..BJ
...

mod-

ttM Wmak SMrta.2.54
.- ii

lU;
..

va.all

- Dreas Skirtu. .2J50
vn"k,

,-1
a

.¦

trinu
** m Womon't Blei aea ..2.ft3

i -1 i_-«i
..

tailoi tatb-M

.>i.oo Verelti reOa _1a_aaa.41
4.lefl tr.'.'.i
:. BJ

. M (,.,.r~''.'.e -cp«
PI.a - .S.TS

'

in
tbBBBB-

ii\H ' orveta....2.94
' ii-

lo*T U

embr ta 14.

MEN'S SOFT SHIRTS
ADDED ATTRACTION
For Tomorrow and Tuesday

Early Close-Out Purchase of
LINGERIE FROCKS

For Women and Misses
tl the nick of time \ wr«r, imarteet Summer model*. in truiy allurinR

i.rrav of excellent quality Whi'e Embroidered Vi ea,
v and I'oint

d'K-prit lace and Hny r'i*Tled trirn'd Rloasea ar.d Coateea aome aritb the
,r lieep Sailor follr.r Majority of Girdlea ar.- of haBdaome wtnti'
R bbon, but 'here are B.80 B f'\v colored Sa'ir. Girdlc '¦-i:-'r 'rirr.inint;

eoneeita are daintieat little plcatitig-s, lace.-, corilinj,':', ben etc,
flanrij,' or ruffled Skirts All ure up to the m;n iti quality.

Special 1.00
$1.49 |Tade Shirts ar. r*:ade from th:- . t TiIieI

.ref_.»
dyod und woven fabric. Ma rfaa.B_
An nnoaoal | b te 11 neck.

Delivery Schedule:.
P_tn ALL I'Mn I'l BCH__1_B

A.'.'Vf. '¦ c. s.

ran kis c o d. ri i:<hi
WITH.'N EI MII.KS

Al.I. C. t». l> PVStCBASta
., (AND OVKlii ANYWUKI'.K

1\

ran
0.1

-+
fri:f,

Deprndahle Alterationa.

Women's, 4>Ii*t**4ra* and liii-T*

Suit-*, Dre4_ea,
9.96 ai i «...».""» ard cp

Skirts.*.5>."i ai I ap.
Cee-ta.All.

DRESSES.
Worth $12.98.

7.95
DRESSES,

Worth $16.98,

9.95
DRESSES,

Worth |2SJ8,

14.95
MORNING SPECIALS.Monday and Turday, Until 1 P. M.

"!'o prerenl dealen boyi.c, ;.honc Ord«ra.

.

BATHING TOGS
Now is the time \nu know th» plare bfll hare fO tha th D(l to .¦¦ <-ir to be
in the awiml Wa Bave a frn-at variety of bathing aaiti bathing eap
ihoei in facl e\er\lhing that you need cither for beach wcar or BCtnal BWim-
mirir. These ralaea, every one, are up to our usua! itandard. "ur enatomera

I bat that nu-an*.

Women's Knitted Malhin*; Suita.
threi- pieea affect jray color
eemfc ¦. af black with red
and navy wnh vuried

tl pes ..'I.IIS and -l.O.S

Nokalf Hathinn Suita.
combmations included navy and
blark belted or slip-on pl'aid
tripa or check trimmfBga...2.98

Suits c.-imbination* included
belted or slip-on Inaerta of enn-
trast materiala ia a anart trin*
mine feature of these iailB..3.98

Suit of Poplin and Mohair black
and navy chic slip-on or belted
modela aeweat trimminga..4.9S

P.athinf Snita or Dresses of taffeta,
or poplin blai k ar.d navy

ahp-on or belted patent leather
belt.-- variety of gtyles.6.98
Finer Suit* to 29.99, includin-f
K ,.n models with pantalette*.

P.athinu (apa.1 f> to 2*26
<\'ra liie Hathing Suit*.
2.98,3.98 aad 4.98

Mea'a Bathiag Suita.
Cotton .¦.1.111
Finer Cotton .I.<;!>
Worated afixtara .2.49
All Worated Bathiag Suita...2.98
Kr'ra s./e Bathiag Ba
same as above.3.69

!. inei All Wer ted .4.!fs

Ifjxture N'avy, Gray,
Heather . ... 19

Beya* I'athinc Suita.
\\ 'ool

r. red nnd

-'vle*
siz. i.26 ta ."'.. I!»

Women's I'ninn Suits for liathing.
Blai .49

.DS
Parl U'ool .1.49
K r ted .1.98

liloomers Cotton .-1!*.. ,69
Bathinjr TlffBtl .49. .7!»
Watrr Wiaga .24.. 39.. . 1!>

VACATION NEEDS
SUIT CASES.HAND BAGS.BATHING BAGS

The Oeean Var.i*y Rafrs and the Kathinff Suit Baps are <'<
whirh arill aarely ntereat those who are off to the beachea rhere ar.
(rood value* here also: .

$.>.9^ ( hest of lloxers Silterware 1.69
TVentj aii pieeea 0 knieea, 6
forka, a t;-'
sug-r ahell and butl
chest with dr_.vir> Beweat pat"

|__W_BB MACI l-OOB

$«*..oo Caacfc ".*---*¦.8.90

n- a.
4 ¦: « IBD KIXKin,

^

$1.19 Ne* Srrim Curtains. .9 1
Lace Inaerl

::iee.
U B.VT

$1.29 Heavy Cotton
r'lof*<-t» Hlankets

I.ari'e bIbb irhitt K.>'
aith nink or I '"¦i-

I'.i.an U B * -. BKXT

$.1 Full Si/e Marseillrs Spreads 'J.Otl

s r

15 ct Hleached llurk I * - .!<»

?,i rt. Mixed Paatatat P.iiows.29
\

¦¦. etc.
IIJ/iWS K-B--KNT

19 rt. N\.»*.en Dress ( repe-* 1«>
\ an ty of neat Btti n nclud-

ripe
and play C

w_sii dbbbb raaaucB b_b__kkt

.9 .t. Silk MDxed *'repe de Chines .'_D
dark

..

Oeean \anity FUrs In varioua
colors of rubber, with belt of
*-nr.i matenal absolutely
waterproof. 10

Rathinf Snit Bagw black enamel
.4 tk white enamel lining* ran be
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