
AFTER ALL, WHAT A SMALL WORLD THIS IS!
lix Constructing a Min-
iature WorldofWax and
Plaster a Young Amer¬
ican Has Deviseda Way
of Staging the Dramas
of Geography and His-
tory. The ScienceofEth-
nology Loses Its Terrors
When Studied From
Such Pictorial Textbooks
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Mr. Pranklin sa.d. "when 1 was

Vnorican "rfuseum ol

ural History, on some of thiir rcptile group-
The rauaeum, I believe, itarted the gchemc of
showing birde, animali and reptilea againil
backgroundi that raggeated their nataral en

vironmenta. 1* oixvired to me that theee
groups could 1h> made more dramatic and con-

i- it" thc Agurei were reduced in aiie and
ahown in a *-et:itig that would nctunlly rcpi"
doCC a MCtion of their favoritc haunts. Later
l deeided to includc human tigurcs in the

Bcenee, in order still further to mcrcase thc

dramatic interest
"That is i ..t a new idea. underatand; i*. ia

merely a combination of several existing type--
of groupa. The one feature that really is en

tirely new, 1 think. is the p'.an of putting
in front of the scer.es in order to

heighten thc atmospheric effect and m.-tall-

special lighting system for each group.

"Take thi-; arctic scene," he continued.turn-

ing to a completed group. "It i- lighted ¦¦

a real, miniaturc ivirora boreaiie, projected
.. 'cut-out' ma.-k at tho top by means

of a powerful incandeacenl lamp. You couldn'l
posiibly get the same effect by painting the

aurora on the sky and then lighting the group

from the front.
"In the Masai hur.ting pcene the time ia

supposed to be Runrise. Conscquently, insteail

of running the distant hills right into the sky.
as I uaualljr do in croups of this sort, I left a

of al tWO inches Iretween the hill-

and the back drop. (oncealed in this «*pace 1

have an incandescent lamp burning behiml a

.range color screen. This casts up a dull

glow that approximaies surprismgly well the

effed of sunrise.
"The Pat-COnian and antartic group? art

illuminated by lights shimng through pale
blue screens.

"I get atmospheric effects. too, by using dif-

ferent colored gauzes for the front. For the

desert groups I use red gauze, to make them

look hot. In the arctic and antarctic sccnes I

iue."

1'ianklin's tirst group, made while he was

¦onnected with the Museum of Natural

Hiatory, was an Eaquiman acene, executed for
the museum of the Newark Public Library
This order was promptly followed by anothei

group of Newark Indiat.s. Hy thia time.

1914, he had dedded to leave the American

Museum and devotc himself to hi? gcographi-
cal and historical groups. The Newark grotipi
came to the attention of the officiala of the

Brooklyn Children's Museum. who immediately
ordered a >-cries of tv.elvc.

It requirea a peculiar combination of talent1-

to be a BUCCesafoI builder of museum groups.

Shooting at a wa\ monkey with a straw blow-gun.
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The name "Tatagonia" means sonu-thinR after you have seen thia group.

On the left a band of Masai (Krit-
ish East Africa) lion hunters are

launching an offensive in the Brook*
l\n (hildren's Museum. (olonel

Roosevelt's lion hunt took place in

the Masai country.

The penguins on the right add the
needed touch of comedy to an Ant-

aretic group. In the original group

thev stand about two inches high.

* unmawamawa*_

Dwighl Franklin at work in his uptown studio, putting the finiahing touches to a

Newark Indian.
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Th. llanuui-l Hail ... I'en.-huiM ( aMl.. A. I). 1UV-* Iranklin P~, in the Me.ropolitan Mi»..m - Art.

I'a o Thnmiiioii

Mr. Krnnklin ll ifl turn paintet*. aculptOT, -a--

pla *. wi deai coet aner,

Brehaatdogiat, biol giat, bi U riectrieian.
In planning ¦ group h«> ftrel rnakea ¦ prelim-
lnary sketch of the propo >. in oil or

water color. This is submitted to his .-'.ient for

approval and suggcstions. He next build^ a

cardboard niodel, on a very =mall icale. After

this comes the actual construction of the lin-

labed uroup.
The hackground is a turved sheet of gal-

vanixed iron. on which is painted the sky and,

in iomc cast--, the diitant landieapa, The fore-

ground ii rnodejled in plaster on ¦ fraaiewetk
of wire netting. Thc ftg irea of peopie or ani-

mai are rnodelled in wax.

Everything mual be in proportion, and every-

thing must bc abaolutely t»rrect. The coetumei
must aatiify an rsthnologiat, thc birdi must aat*

iafy an ornithologiat, the vegi tation muai satis-

fv n bo1 verything in thc group. in fad

mual be aufnciently perfect in detail to paaa
must.-- with a apecialiat Thc amount of atudy
and labor this entaili rmoua.

In one of the arctic gn.ups, for example. ap-

r*ari an Ksquimau sledge. Th' re is a real sleiige
on exhibition up at the MoBettDJ of Natural

History, and Mr. Frankim ipenl two daya m

making an exact miniature duplicate of it.

Each pieee was made separa'eiy. an.l the part*

were lashed togerher aritb thongB, exactly as

the Ksquimaus do it.
The Patagonian group is another instanee

of the high degree of accuracy that is neces-

sary in this work. The Indian standing by
the pony is wearing a poculiar kind of spurs

such as are foood only in Patagonia. They
consist solely af a pair of pointed tstkka which

are lashed along both ajdei of his shoe, the

pointed anda projectiag behind. It took an

hour to make a pair of these, but they are

right.
The result of all this painstaking attention

te detail is that every gTOOp Ul authentic from

every point of view. It may te accepted Bl a

pictorial textbook.
In the COOrae of his work Mr. Franklin not

only atodiea referenea book ai d other museum

ezhibita, but obtaltu expert advica wlienever

possible. Colonel Roosevelt ia authority for

the correctness of the Maaai group, for ex-

aniple. In making the Polar groupa the artist

obtained raluable aaaiatance from Doctor Cpok,
the much-abuaed arctic ex] »l Franklin

aaya, "The doctor may not have diacovered tha
North Pole, DUt he's been a lot nearer than

most of his critk n."
The materiala, of eourae, an Mldotn the

same as those in nature. Wk\

tithet by tinted giaaa - v*" plaatei led
into ripplea, ahellaeked an.'. pefa the

iur.g'.c group 111.
trunks art* imall tree brai '

are grapevine tendrils, and tl- e cut

from paper, waxed and paintc*-:.

application of material tha' 1 -

of transparent blown gla<s flaOU
ber latr.p of an F.squimau lg

Mr. Franklin doaa noteonllne 1 elfl r*

graphieal groups alone. II:

work is a model of the b_n
val eaatle, which no**

ran Mu-."im of Art. This gTOU|
feet wide by aii faet in heighl
the hail of Pensharat Caai
year 1400. F.verytlv
An architeet ilrew plans for the room

photographa of the exiating Pei
Around the walla hang tha e

all the Penahural
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.-. n most notably su-

those that he ran the
If the buman figures wen

\\ko many of the grotipa
iesques. But small as the'

end women are rema ' &<t

Franklin to photograph one of the-.

bj .. . -ta

the relal ea of the two, and thi
tbe picture ia that of a mediu
an enorm

The tierure, by The way, I 1 ief
Erid and ..

hiatorieal grou| II Fraj lin
doaa them. Ha might aucceed Ii *

M in Amer: I

cure into aomething almoat

Ihe six-inch Lord of 1'enshurst and his I.adv Wife.


