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Rumania.the Policy of National
Instinct.

The situation in the Balkans has now

rt solved itself into a very frank effort on

the part of the Allies to penoadt Ru¬
mania to enter the war; on the part of the
CentraJ Fowers to persundo Rumania to

remain neutral. Such military operation;!
Btra] Powers are now undertak-

inff, the presence of Mackensen in the

flola, of Hindenburg on the I
| as commander in chief, directing

ierman armies
an dfllibaratfl efforta to iniluonce politieal

ia in Bucharest. So, also, it wt-uld
are the relatively minor operations
ilgarian troops south of Monastir and

north of Kavala.
The ca.se for Rumania has been well de-

ed in M. Take Jonescu's phrase, the

;y of national instinct" There is no

oncealment of the fact that if Rumania
the war it will be on the Allied side.

There was a moment at th© baginning of
the war when the late King Carol en-

rieavored to persuade his ministcrs to fultil
what he cor.ceivcd to be the obligation
imposed by the Rumanian alliance with
the Central Powers. He failed in this,
and the decision of Italy, bound to Ger-

and Austria by a similar agreement.
main neutral closed the incident.

Hcneaforth there was only the qnestion of
whflO Rumania would Join the Allies.
A glanco at the ethnographic map of

rn Europe will explain this Ruma-
..ational instinct. In two great Hun-

parian provir.cea. the Banr.t of Temesvar
and Transylvania, the mass of thfl people
are Rumanian byrace and tonpue. In the
southern half of Austrian Bukovina the

uriaai are the dominant race. Here
il an area of something like thirty-five

:>.nd square miles, considcrably more

half, almost two-thirds, as lartre ns

Rumania, in which the people belong to

utin, not the Magyar or Teutonic,
On the politieal side, too, the situa-

ll equaily plain. Transylvania cuts

Rumania, ahnost separating the
from the south. It makes the coun-

wellnigh indefensible. Bucharest is
hardly more than two days' march from

-. A thrust south would cut

onntry in two.
Like the Germans, the Italiar.s, tbe Serbs

and the Rulpars, the Rumanians have r.l-

arajfl dreamed of a time when they would
«m tha lost lands, tho landa

that were a part of the Roman col
Daeia, from whose soldier-settlers the Ru¬
manian people sprang. To add

¦o miles and at least 3.50"
3,000,000 of them Rumanian, to the present

jm would be to tram-form Rumunia
into a country with an area greater than
that of England, Scotland aid Wales, a

country wlth elearly defined natural fron-
tiers and a comparatively homogeneous
population. If in tho course of time there
could also be redeemed the Russian prov¬
inea of Besearabia, wlth 2,000,000 people,
mostly Rumanians, and an area of 20,000
square milea, Rumania would become a na¬

tion with an area little less than that of
Italy and a population of at least 13,000,-
000. But the dream of expansion at the
expense of Russia has always been ad¬
journed and German IntrlflM has failed to

i xcitfl any apitati.»n in Rumania in favor
of an attack upon the

Txvo y.-ars ago, when tho Czar'l armies
approachad and took Lemherg, the agita-

..l Bucharest in favor of cntcring thfl
xx;.r on Um flidfl of thfl Entente Powera

It reached its height in the
months of 1915, when ItaJy «rai abotrt to

the war and the Russian armies,
still unbeaten at the Dunajec, wore appar¬
ently DTaaaing over the Carpathians und
carrying the doom of Austria. At that
time there was a sharp difference bl
Russia and Rumania over the price that
Rumania was to have. Thc chief point of

dispute was the southwrstern corner of the
Banat of Temesvar, the so-called Pa¬
st rip facing the city of Belgrade, which
has a Serb population and was claimed by
the Serbs.

This disprrte adjourned the moment of
Rumanian entrance,and after Russian dis-
asters and retreats from Galicia and far
back into Russian territory the agitation
for entranco into tho war died down. It
took a new birth in the Iato summer, when
it became clear that Bulgaria was to enter
the war on tho sitio of thfl Central P
because Bulgaria is the hereditary er.cmy
of the Rumanians ar.d hi ;.' pro-
claimed its pqrpoafl t.. take back from Ru¬
mania tho Silistrian district, which wai
lost in 1913, and the Dobrndja district, 11 I
to Bulgaria at the Congltiflfl f Vionna.
Such a change would deprive Rumania of
any seacoast.
German influence, which is predomir.ant

ln the flr.ancial world of Bucharo
in the politieal as \ tponed Ru-
manlan deel-don until tho victories of
Mackensen had crushed the Barbfl and thfl
weakr.e.sa of the Allies had been dis,'

Again thero was B0l
do but Jwidd her peaee ur ondaitaln a xxar

hatniod. Her decision was nevor

doubtfoL
Wh«n tho Russians reconquored Buko-

vina ln Juno nnd July of this year, how¬
ever. the situation Bgaia chanpcd. Buko-

vina ifl one of tho Atistro-Hunparian prov-
iosirod by Rumania. Kussiii xvas and

pflured to turn it over to Rumania if

ihfl will come in. and also to give Allied
rancfl thal Rtunania shall havo Tran-

¦ylvania and Temesvar at the ond of th
xxar. Accordingly thfl situation baeamfl
an.l remaini acute a( Bucharest Once
mi.ro the party whieh advooatod a "pol-

« national Instinct" demandod inter

vention; tho Gonnanophilfl and cotiaarvav
I opposed such I course.

The thinp that has boen plain all alonp
is that tho intarestfl of Rumania can ho

best served hy Austro-Hunparian defeat.
Whcnover Austrian min Fooms in sipht
tha demand for intervention mounts. And
a real Austrian disaster of unmistakahle
proportions would inevitahly bo the sipnal
for Rumanian intervention. The best that
tho Central l'oxvcrs can do is to keep Ru¬
mania neutral. The Allies can safoly
roekon on Rumanian aid if they are able,
to make clear their ultimate success.

If General Sarrail's army at Salonica
could dofeat tho Bttlgariani and cut the

Sofia-Vienna railroad, then the last donbi
in Bucharest would vanish. The elTeet in

Athens would be the same. lt is a matter
of life and death, therefore, for the Ger¬

mans and the Austrians to prevent any
success of a considerable sort by the Allied
armies in the peninsula. Kor the entrance

of Rumania would add at least 300,000
bayonetl to the Allied armies, it would
op.-n a noxx- front, from the Danube to

l'.ukovina, and it would make a now de¬
mand upon Austro-German man-poxver.
Nor is it loss certain that 200.000 Greeks
would bfl added to Allied resources in this
eontinponcy, for Greece has her own pol¬
icy of national instinct, which runs coun¬

ter to Bulpar and must bc wroeked if Bul¬

garia preserves her present profits in tho
wnr.

Tho politieal even more than the mili¬
tary aspect3 of tbe Balkan situation, there¬
fore, eommand interest and attention. Wfl
may say fairly that the campaign now

openinp is not alone for the German road
to the east, but also to deci,!e the policy of
Rumania and Greece, that of the latter, of
course, of relatively minor value.

It ifl an odd circumstanco that a small
Balkan state should now be able to sit in

judgment upon tho greatest military na¬

tions of the world and choose her own

partners with uttor freedom. Still Bul¬
garia occupied the same rolc last year and,
when she had decided, changed the whole
outlook of the war and completely upset all
tho calculations of the Allied nations. Ru-
mania's position is now unexceptionable;
she has only one danger: if she waitfl tool
long the moment may pass.and it will
hardly return, for if the Allies win with¬
out her they will pay small attention to
her "policy of national instinct," and if the
Central Powers win they will hardly for-

giva tho constant menace Rumania has bad
for them during two years of deadiy peril.

Germany'3 Naval Losses.
A statement has been given out by thc

German Admiralty eomparing the lossflfl
of tho German navy with those of the
navies opposed to it. According to this
estimate the British and Freneh havo lost
seventy-two battleships and cruisers and
the (Iermans only txver.ty-five. Reckoning
in tonnape, the losses of the Allies are said

fllmost i ./. I times as preat as tho
German losses. The flgurafl as quoted
aro incomprehensil'lo, hoxx-ever, for the

:m tonnage is given as 6^,687,
xvhieh is considerahly less than the com-

jbined tonnage of, say. the Liitzow, Bliicher,
'Scharnhorst and Gneisenau, to name but

jfour of the twenty-five vessels admitted
lost b»v the Germans themselves. It is evi-

jdent, then, that the Admiralty's statement
has not been eorrectly reported in the dis¬
patches.
The point Is of ffmall Importance, how¬

ever. There is not the slightest doubt but
the British losses alone are vastly in ex¬

cess of the German losses; that is the
[price that must be paid for eommand of
thc sea. For two years tho traffic of the
Germans at sea has been virtually sus-

pended, and only on rare occasions has a

floot or squadron of war vessels dared to

PA beyond the protection of the mi.ie

fields near the (.erman coast. The Freneh
itish fleets, on the other hand, have

been fr- fl * go where tiny plcased; com¬

merce, thouph hampered by submarine at¬

tacks, is uninterrupted, und millions of
troops have. been transported to several
parts of tire world, For this freedom it is

inevitable that a price should be paid, and
the price is small. considoring the uttor

helplessness of Germany at sea.

Fvideritly the statement piven out at
Berlin is intended to comfort and reassure

the German people. It is, indeed, the only
comfort that can be found in the naval
situation, and it Is not reassuring.

Caught with the Goods.
Lfke the National Civil Service Reform

League, Mr. William Dudley Foulke has
been trying to pet from tho Federal Civil
Service Commission its eligihlo lists for
fourth class postofficos, based on the ex-

anrinntions of l'.'IS. Ho, too, wanted to as-

cortain whether "desorvii.p I>emocrats"
had been appointed from such lists over

the haadfl Of Republicans xvith jiiphor rat-

ing, The commission did not tell him, ns

its president told the leapue that it would
s. riously "ombatrass" the Administration
if this information xvere made public. It

merely promiaed to send him the facts he
f ir.possibiy out of deference to his

being I former member of the Federal
Commission.ond then caimly neplected to
tlo 80.

The result Is that Mr. Foulke has felt
compelled to prove that tho conrmission
xvas mistaken.or was evading the truth.
xvhen it t. ld tho Reform League that to
makfl public such informntir n would vio¬
late a policy under which the go\-ornment's

i l sd been conducted since 1888.
lie does thifl by auotimz fram th_> reports

of the commission a record of the adoption
.m June _'.», INK'.t, of a regulntion requiring
thnt eligible lista be made public. Accom

panying this record was the following com-

ment:
"The adoption of this regulation haa al¬

ready bad a most bcneficial effect It is

cspccially desirable thut all proccoding"
under the law wwVUU be freo from the|
sli-.-htri.-t taint or suspicion of fraud, aml it

is therefore tmporUnt that they should be

as open as possible."
That report wns signed by Theodore

Koosevelt anti ("overnor Hugh B. Thomp-
.on of South Carolina. wht>se reconl as

Civil Sarriee CoaimiMicwani would com-

pare favoriihly, to say the taat, with that

of anymenibcr of the present commission.
Thus, the Federal Cotuniission stands

onvieted. out of its 0WT1 records. of having
mis: tat.'d facts. after having quibbled and
shifted in an endeavor to escape responsi¬
bility for covering up "emharrassing" mate

rial. The fact remains that I'resident
Wilson persor.ally Dpholdfl the eOftaaaaiflSion
in thil new policy of suppression of facts

to which the public has ¦ right.

An Outapoken Candidate.
There were no handshakes in Mr. Robert

Hacon's address to Republican voters. Its
whole tone was far removed from the
platitudcs of Congressional mediocrity.
The cynics may say that. by this same

token it is not calculatcd to prcvail with
the party regulars. Perhaps. Hut tlie ad¬
dress, for this very quality, should bring
every progressive Republican to his feet,
eager to fight and vote for a candidate
with the courage to speak his mind.

Mr. Bacon believes it ii high time thal
Americans learned to think ititernationally,
and says so. He belioves that we should

not tolerate the violation of treatitft to
which we are a party. Ile believes thatj
the rightsof smaller nations shoubl beheld
sacred. and that "to protest these rights.
in words while refusing to protest them in
the concrete is to work disaster to our own

souls." Hc believes that the one rond to
national preparedness is universal military
service. All this Mr. Racon BBJTfl directly,
tersely, beyond thc possibility of hedging
or evasion.

There is no doubt where Mr. Racon
rtandfl or of the very real ability and ex¬

perience which he would bring to the Sen¬
ate. His words are a refreshing blast of
frankness and courage in a campaign at-
nmsphere as yet distinguished chiefly for

luimidity nnd limpness.

Learning Tennis from Japan.
Th?rc is a fine fitness in tho imperturb-

able, tireless game of Ichiya Kumaga**,
who may or may not be tho next tennifl
champion of America. OcddentaJ da h
and nerve will receive the severest kind of
test at Forest Hills whichever way victory
falls out.
There can be no question that Kumagae

has improved steadily through his tourn.i-
ments of the summer. Having learned nll
hia tennis in tho l.rief space of three year-,
these busy weekfl against players of th-'
best class have counted for much in round-,
ing out his equipment of strokes. His
victory over Johnston at Newport was no
fluke. The most that can be said for
American tennis is that Johnston ch rM

. Kumagae on his own ground, hold¬
ing to b base-line game throughout und
risking little at thc net.

N'ow, at Forest Hilll there ll scant
likelihood that a waiting game will bfl at¬

tempted against Kumagae- and even less
chance that, if attempted, it will be suc¬

cessful. Kumagae showed his weakest
against .Murray, who dashed to the net
at every opportunity in true American
fashion. He has done his best against
("riffin, who lacks the reaeh for efTecti..
net play. The championship is therefore
likely to resolve itself into a straight-out
test between the base-line game and the
more modern net attack.
We know, however, from sad experience.

of years ago with the Dohertys that there
is no certain salvation in American ag-
gressiveness, lacking ground strokes nnd
patience to await openings. Luckily, most
of our players have learned the lesson of
English tennis since those days. Even
thfl younger ("alifornians, despite the
great Mcl.oughlin's bad example, are

paying attention to their back-court
strokes. They will all be needed against
Kumagae, who is.not now to be over-.

Brhelmed by iheer dash and Knushinf.l
Whatever the result at Forest Hills. it
will be n great day for the ding-donge-s
on the side lines, who are certain to see

their cherished base-line game expounded
at its proudest.

Ballade of Appeal to the Railroads.
I charge you, one and all,
Accept the eight hour day,
For if the unions eall
A strike mankind will lay
The blame on you; but say
Your action peace promote?,
My brow will cop tho bay.
You see, I need the votes.

Rob Peter to pay Paul,
Somehow the cost defray,
Eor you will have to crawl.
There is no other way.
Don't try to say mo nay,
I have you by the throats;
Be tractable, I pray.
You see, I need the votes.

Twill drive you to the wall
Bo great a price to pay?
IV'haw, that is but a stall
My plans to disarray.
No, my administra-
Tion will not join the goata
Whiie I've a card to play.
You see, I need the votes.

I/ENVOI.
Unless you own my ******_***
I'il take to Writing notes
Till you your trust hetray.
You see, I need the votes.

A. R. F. *-

THE PUBLIC MUST INTERVENE

lf Railroada and Employea Cannot Settle
Wagea Dispute Without a Strike.

To the Kditor of Ihe Tribune.
Sir: I have only words of praise for the

fair way The Tribune trcata the itrike fUflfl
tion, asking that Justice be done to the 400,
non trainmen, to the million and more owners

..f the rallrBBifl and to the ext ill greatef num

bar, th bolfl American people. Why arbi

trntion Ifl Bfll favoro.J hy all parties I cannot

understand, espeeially ai U00,MQ flf Ihfl rail

road employs, or S_! per cent of the total,
want Bfl strike and ask only tfl fontlnoe tfl
work in peaee and flecurity, and their plea
flhoatd he I enrd.

Thirtv-!i\e tlioumnd of tbflflfl steady work¬

ers have already sipnod fl pr'ition to <on-

fieflfl BtwtflfltiBf against a strike and asking
for n law BBBBflflfllliBg arhitrat ion. Soldier*

aad polieomon cannot strike boenuse of the

hours of sorvice. Why not extend the same

priadplfl to those enpaged in rjuasl public
aervice.

In one of his hooks Dr. Cllman says: "If
other methoda fail public opinion will doubt-
lo-rs demand some such system as that now

in force in New Zralnnd. If the two con-

tonding parties will not agree they must be
sternlv taken in hnnd by their supcriors, i. e.,

the gener.-il public, through their courts of law
and ho made either to agree or to q'lit busi¬
ness. They must mnko way for otber perflOBfl
of morr reasonable dlspOSitlOB or for povern¬
ment awnflnhip." "ObIjf by greaUt fmthful-
ness to a spirit of n-asonabloness will trndo
unionists convert the preat body of non-

unionists to their policy for improving man¬

kind."
Mr. Tom Mann, a prominent KnglWh trade

unionist, after a stay in NflW Eealand re¬

turned B warm fldvOCStfl of its conril iat ion
r.nd arbitration aystem. An.l Henry Dcflaa-
rest Lloyd aajra "f thal country: "H ia thfl

re in the world whflra for four yenrs
bavfl heen Bfl «trikes or lookouts, end

?.. day more prosperous than it ever haa
baflfl beforo. nnd la, as fnr Bfl r-iv ..!.-. rvrition

p-oos, tho BBOflt pro porotis country in the
world."
This wns writton fOBrtflflfl fflara a?o. but I

read aothiag ataflfl thfll eoBtradictfl his
eoneluaions.

In this connection we no»e Jilius Henry
Cohen in his "I.axv and Order ln Industry"
snv«: "Tho Fodornl Industrial RfllfltiOBfl COBB-
mission is unanimous in timlinp that the best

hope for future in,liistr:r:l peaee lies in thc
direction of trndes unions WOrUBg with em¬

ployer aaaoeiatiOBa in joint agrcoments
eolleetive bargainiag so-called. Throagh this

method all agree we shall arrhra at a better
trial day, meet tho real CBBflflfl of in-

nnra¦.. ehack aboae oi pamot by bb»"

plover and worker an-l bri'ifi or.l.-r out of
JOSIAH c PUMPELLY.

Now York. Aup. 22. 1916.

Railroad Service First.
ro the Editor of Tho Tribune.

Sir: Refflrriag to the controversy bfltWflflfl
the railronds and the trainmen, I ad
.nll your attention to an editorial which ap-
,,--tr.-.l ia la la«Bfl af "'

nnd v-hich I think cannot bfl piven
oo mueh publieity. This editorial is as foi-

"PUBLIC INTEREST PARAMOUNT IN
RAILWAY BTRIKEa

"A mflmber of tho angineering ataff of ¦

in tho South Robert T. Prasier,
Ha, Chattaaooga A St I.ouis Railway

s BBgBgfld in nn unusual piece of work for
xn onginoer. He is giviBg publieity to the
Idea that the threntonerl railway strike is
t>oinp ngitntod for the benofit of only 10 por
rent of railway enployes, and th.it the strike
_s it hns beea plaaned xvould injure the 84

per cent nu' of measure. Bfl therefore
that VOald P'lt ditTerences

;hat eaosfl or threaten strik.s in tha hands
,f tho latentatfl Commerce t'ommission or

;omo other competont juri.-diction.
"The ease f,,r powerfol ma ta pro-

..ont railway atrikea la broad,-r and -trongor
:han the h_ to 1'. pereefltflgefl tirp-i hy Mr.

I: r.,'; Bl B '.'.' tfl 1 percentage, or

population of the country
. a eomparatively few railway awBfln

xnd their employea. This tho pablie itself
hai been lew t<> roalise nnd alower yet to

il effoct. Hut n chnnfro is
ilready apparent, It wns largely due to a

lawnlBfl tion of its interest nntl i»s
l>ower ,,n tho parl ot the public thr.: tho New

treet n Iin .. ati ke ,".me to so apeedy
IB end a few days apo. The samo underly-
:n£ eaoflfl explains the balnncd d-lihorations
,f laal weok over tho threatened steam rail
ix'ay strike.
"If the railway officials and their employes

:annot ngrce on fair wapes and workinp con-

litions without stopping or even seriously
ihreatening to stop business and cause food
^hortages nnd other disaster flTflrjTWhflrfl,
(hen the public must find a way hy xvhich
idfltroatfl railway service will be put first and
lifferenees hctweon employers and employed
ba settled afterwnrd."
Too mueh emphnsls can hardly be piven

to tho point made in the last parnerraph in
ihe above editoriaL I am not opposed to
labor anionfl, as such, nor am I flnan-
?inlly interestcd in railroada, bnt, !rk>- a good

..'her men ¦_ I hav snokon,
would ho willincr to put un v.irh the ineon.

renienec of the railway strike r

havo tho qu.-^tiori settled in f-ivor of the
,-tive of the righta af tha

pnbl ,. .1. R. WK.mi.incki..
Now York, Aup. 22, 1918.

But Now It's Different.
ro tho Kditor of Tho Tribune.
Sir: You can imnj'ino tho followinp:

"The White House, AagBflt 15, 1916.
'Mossrs (larrotson, Lee and others:
"The matters in di.ipute between the or-

gaalsatlOBfl reprosented hy you and the rail-
.oads of the country must be settled by neu-

ral arbitrators, after all the facts have been
->re»ented to them.
"The railroad rr.anar.ers claim thnt your re-

|Bflflta aro oxoessive *r.d impracticnl, and that
:hey will place their roads on the verpe of
nsolvency. I cannot claim expert knowledge
it these mattera, snd would ask that they be
-eferrod to the Ir.terstate Commerce Tom-
nission, or some body competent to deal with
:hem.
"Meanwhile no threat of a general strike or

:ying up of the transportation facilities of
he country can be considered for one mo-
.. Bl
"Such a state of affairs, hmuirht about by

he aimaltaaeoaa aetion af the mrn yoa rop-
-.-..ent, would nea to imply n eoasplraey that
vould fl but would

aga ira ba
:o call forth sll the powers of thc F.-dera!
Government to supprcss and punish it.

"It.s effect would be to tBBflfl such wide-
ipread disaster, in a time flf prnfound peaee
xnd ppnernl prosperity, that it cannot be
houpht of. There has been nothing shoxvn
B y.ur demsnds that presses for immediate
idjustment, and I cannot believe that any
jrgeney calls for such a settlement without
'urther ar.d due consideration ln view of the
nublic int*rest_i Involved. which to me must
tn paramount to the necessity of any hnsty
lecision. Respectfully,

"GROVER CLEVELAND.1*
Some iuch lett»r aflfloradlj would have heen

lent repardless of its ". litiefl.
J08EPH D. HOLME&

_>!ew Yorlc, Ang. 21, 1j16.

THE NEUTRAL.

BREAK WITH GERMANY!

Sinking of Merchant Vetsels Wilhout
Warning Calls for Prompt Action.

To the Kditor of The Tribune.
Sir: Oa August 15 the Mnrquis of Crewe,

ipaaklag in tbfl House of Lords for the gov-,
ernment, stated that seven merchant vessels.
had been destroyed by (Ierman submarinesi
without warning since the tennination of|
the Sussex correspondence between the Amer-j
ican and German governments. There were

other suspected cases of a like character, but
the seven cases he referred to were, he

stated, proved, and had been attended, as

usual, by tho killing of some forty non-com-

batBBta. Such official statements from Hrit¬
ish sourccs have been shown during the war

to bt* uniformly trustworthy, and we may

takfl it for certain that there have be»n Bt
laBBt flflTflfl of those breaehflfl of international
!nw with regard to which the Uaitad Statflfl
iriforni.'.l ("ennany in the SaflflBI note that,
"unless thc Imperial ("overnment Hhould
now immediately declare and etTect an

abandonmont of its present methods of

submarine warfare against passenger and
freight carrying vessels, the government
of thc United States can have no choice
but to sever diplomatic relations with the
German Lmpire altogether."
It appears welinigh certain that the eon¬

dition which, according to our solemn dec¬
laration, leaves no choice but to sever diplo¬
matic relations has occurred. It does not ap¬

pear that there is the shadow of an excuse

for the eating of our words which the con-

Uaaaaee of relations involves, or for main¬

taining longer our disgraceful official amity
with the nation whose repeatedly demon-
strated barbarisra has shocked civilization.

It doe» not particularly matter.both ln
view of the language and spirit of our decla¬
ration quoted above and of the obvious dan-
gers to our citizens invo'.ved ln the use of
submarines according to the methods prevail-
ing for months prior to May 6, 1915
whether any* citizens of the United States

happened to be upon any of the vessels men-

tioned by the Marquis of Crewe, though in-

eoaflpieaoBfl peragraaai in the papers inti-
matfl that there were. To sit timidly watch¬

ing the commi.ision of illegal acts which are

sure to result, if continued, in the loss of

American lives is for our government to neg-
lect the lirst duty of a sovereign. The policy
which resulted in the murder of over one

hundred Americans haj been recommenced
after we have solemnly warned the murderer
that a rclapsa into that policy would mean

the end of relations with it. I sincerely
hope that you will, in your editorial columna,
do what you can to prod the Wilson admin¬
istration into the novel course of squaring
its deeds with its wordi.

I would not, however, wish you to suppose
me ao deficlent in intelligence as for a mo¬

ment to imagine, whatever the prodding,
that our vacillating Executive will take any

forthright action. Action is foreign to its
nature. Moreover, its god is the coming elec¬
tion, and it long ago determined to go to

the country on a platform of peace at any
price. Its hope for next November is that
enough voters, as they enter the polling
booth, will mutter, a little shamefacedly, per¬
haps, "Ar.yway, he kept us out of war." We
can be fairly certain that nothing will be
done which may tend to weaken tho appeal

kdraiaiatratioa to the sloth and timul-
lty which are latent in all of us, and which,

can be brought to the surface in suf-
ticiently large numbers of men, will return
Mr. Wilson to office.
Neither do I expect any outburst of popu¬

lar mdignution against Germany. Since Au¬
gust 1, l'JM, we have gone so far on the path
of deger.eracy that I doubt if another Lusi-
tania massacre would cause marked excite-
ment outside tho newspaper offices, VaVfllB
extra editions might be issued. A reople
which fifty years ago was capable of heroic
saenfices now seems for the most part to

have become, thanks to the deadening etTect
of seeing outrage upon outrage paaa unpun-
ished and to the aloth and softneas resulting
from great material prosperity, ir.ditTerent
to its own honor, unwilling to flCatBOwlfldgfl
the obllgations which membership in the
f.imlly of nations imposes, careless of its
own future and content to play the contemp-
tabla role of a neutral, whatever pruvocatior.

it may r-ceive snd however strongly its in¬
terests dietatfl as they undoubtedly do
thal it should aetivflly support the nations
which are to-day lighting its battle against
barbarism and should contribute to the ut-
most of its poxver toxvard the utter over-

throw of I'rus-rianism.
None the less, I hope that you xvill do what

you can through your editorial columns to

direct attention to the pitiful dilflBUBa in
which the adminifltratiofl Anda thut it must
disregard its solemn warning or reverse its

policy of peaee at any price. By so doing
you wil' at least continue to maintain your
manly attitude of the last year and will do
what you can to arousa tho American people
from the disgraceful torpor which tolerates
a pretencc of amity with ilormany.

ALEXANDER UORDON.
New York, Aug. 18, 1'JlO.

The Peaee Argument of a Coward.
To the Fditor of The Trihune.

Sir: "I'd rather be a live coxvard than a

dead hero."
lt was in this ter-e sentence that a friend

of mine ox; anwillingnesi to join
the National Guard, though physically tit
and with no one d'-pendent on him. In a

larger MBSA that sentence expressed his ob-

jection against militarism and against pre¬
paredness, which, he holds, tenda to militar.
ism. You may brand this attitude as Bfllflah,
aarrow and eowardly, but you mu_t admit
that it is an excoedingly frank declaration,
representative of the attitude of many cow-

ards of our land who are less courageoua in

the expression of their attitude.
The fact I wish to bring to your attention

is that against this argument there is no

answer. You may answer high-flown eva-

sion, but the brutal frankness of the man

who would rather be a live coward than a

dead hero confounds one.

You msy tell him, to descend to hi» level

of argument, that if he and his fellow citl-
zenfl do not help in itrengthening the na¬

tion against the possible attack of an in-
vader he may find death within tho walls of

a besieged city, not as an heroic soldier, but
B eowardly civilian. You may then ask him

whether he would prefer to be a dead cow¬

ard or a dead hero. Hut if I know my friend
w.ll he will answer that the possibility of

invasion is remote, and that even if he is

shot down it will matter little to his dead

body whether it fell as a hero or a coward.
HARKY P. SALPETER.

New York, Aug. 21, 1916-

John Serpos's Nephew Seeks Him.
To the Editor of The Trihune.

Sir: Excuse me writing to you, but I

am a Serbian boy refugee, snd through the

Serbian Relief Fund I am studying at

the Grammar School, Litchfield, Eng¬
land. I left my whole family behind me in

Serbia, and up to now I don't know what

happened to them.
I have sn uncle in Ameriea, whoie name

is John Serpos, of Greek nationality. He

went there' lixteon years ago. I sm «ure

that he would do a great deal for me, but,
unfortunately, I don't know his address. I
wrote him several letters, but al! came back.
Now, there ls only one way to find him, and
that is through your honorable newspaper,
but I have no money to pay for it. I writu

this letter in order to beg you to help me.
ALEANDER PANTITCH,

Student.
24 Coram Street, London, England, W. C,
Aug. 8, 1

A Stronger Weapon Needed.
To the Kditor of Tho Tribune.

Sir: If President Wilson's fears as told

by your headings in to-day's Tribune are

true and the Pr. .ident of the United States

19 made to confess that our government
would allow the railroad unions to "imperil
100,000,000 people and endanger defence,"
and he gees "peril to the lives of our na-

tion'fl children," It is then time for us to
,:rush these unnatriotic, dangerous and truly
criminal labor unions or provide flOl
with s weapon stronger than theirs and a

I'resident who ls man flBOagh to handle it.

There mny bfl ?om« of your laadflH B*hfl
would be willing to discuss the question. If
so, I should be glad to nieet them.

GEORGE P. KENNEDY.
Brooklyn, Aag. 22, 191d.

AIR DEFENCE PROGRESS

What Hai Been Accomplished by the Aero
C!ub of America.

To thc Editor ef The Tribune.
Sir: You will be glad to know of the ¦¦**»

coss of the campaign to hui'.d our aerial d«-
ftBCflfl, and interested in the following brief
lammary of the latest developments re.-ulting;
directly from the movement itarted by tha
Aero Club of America and so substantiilly
pupported by the press.especially Tba Trib¬
une and by thousands of iridivlduala aod
mr.ny organizations.

(1) Both Houses of Crn-reit btrrfl peaie.
Ithe appropriation of $13.2Sl/66 for aerona-i-

tics for the Army, Nutional Guard and Aerial
Ri serrfl <"orps rccommen.i bf the Aero Club
of A.-aeiica, which repteflflBtl an incresia of
over 112,000,000 over whst thfl Secretary of
Wai had asketl for Bfl » Conralttefl
on Military Affa.i

(S) The efforts of t'.:<- Aero Clfll of Atntr*.
ica a'.so brought an inerease of $!.:'"¦''.000 la
tho naval uppropriation for BflrOBvi'.cs, msk-

Iag th- total flUowfld $3,500,000, ar.d imit bring
$1,500,000 more for the Aerial Coast l'atrol.

(t) The autl.orization by Presider.t Wilioa
of the organization of the Aerial Reiam
Corps under the army was done upon our

recomnu-r.dat ion to utili/.e some of thfl 3,000
roleateen for tho air service vrhfl l na-ci
we transmitted to the War Hepartnr-r*. ln tkl
past month. 'Ihe Aerial Reserve < Mffl pr>

Iridflfl for training 2'JO officers and 2 M mtn.

i The First Aero Company ef tha New
Vork National Guard. which waa ori*»n!Md
w'ith lun.is ralflfld through our national aero-

plnnp fund, has been mustered Into Paderal
service with 45 officers and rr.en and tatit
jaeroplanes. The Second Ae.o Company, N«*
York National Guard, la fo *med and tradWng
to be mustered in.

(5) The aviatlon ««ctlon» of thfl Flnt tai
Second Kattaliona, New York Naval MlUtla,
are encamped at Bay Shore, Long Island, ny-
ing daily the aeroplanes presented as a MBB
of our efforts.

(.) The Rhode Island Naval M'.lltla has f
ceived delivery flf Its fl.-*.t sea**l»r*e, preienUd
through the national aeroplane fund, and thl
aviation detachment is beirig flrgaalflflA A
training aeroplane has also been purchaied
for the land militia of this state.

(7) Aviation section* and aero eornp**1'*"
have been and nre being organi/. 1 nndarthi
auspices of the militia and aero clubj !» I

dozen states.

(g) Thirty officers of the Nat'.onal Gtari
ot as many atatea, wti-«« expemes wbul

training in aviation were paid by tha nt*

tional aeroplane fund, bave been rnuit*."**!
into Federal service. Aa* lt required lt**1
years for the army to get thirty aviatorfl,thil
ia a valuable contrlbution.

(9) F. T. Pavison, Robert Lovott and Bl

other young men of reprcer.'.a'.ire ta»x\M
iare training in aviation to form a ur.lt of'-'
Aerial Coast Patrol on Long Island; tweaV
Harvard men are learning to fly flt tbe 0*0
falo and Ithaca avation schools.

(101 To aupply trained civillana tfl make*
the army's deficiency ln aviators, a patriotl*
prominent niember of the club !. payiaf «"

Ithe training of a aelected group of m«*
Governor'a Island. This training ichool ***

already four aeroplanea.
dl) The Senato haa approved the pl»«

'use Bereplaaefl la the fleeal g->-J {oT **
' iife- ''"V''T *#

vice which has been : -i bj*
^

club since 1911. It »ill flw tfl tkfl n*^
valkiable r.ft-rv.- ai tr aTfl who

ba aa ,lj*r
The>e are only some of thfl rflCflfll t"*"^

ments, but they give a good UtflB of <*_.
which was made possible by geaeral etn^*t
tion. There still remain* fl lot of ImP*
work to be done, but subsUntial itr^* *

ward have been made. ^
We want to express our appreciation .*

very subatantial aid rend re.i to th:' m

ment bj '¦ *'hoae al
ing articles did much to aroui

est and to eamiaee Ceagreee of tne n'T>
of takmg stt
foIlcl.. HENRY \V<-:
Member Roard of Governors, Aero

of Anurica.
N«wr York, Aug. 18, 1914,


