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The Tribune Will Not Support
Governor Whitman.

Wfl have received the followinp:

To the Fditor of The Tribune.
Sir. I>o vou not think that it is abcut time

that vou told vour readers where you stand in

the ntattcr of Governor Whitman? lf he tJ

NMflfliaated .« ^'e Republican »£¦*]!?*"¦
The Tnbunc support him? RKADEK.

New Vork City, Aup. 24, 1016.

The Tribune can not and will r.ot support
Governor Whitman if hc is renominated.
It finds in its own comments upon hia rec¬

ord, as it was beinp made. a complete and

satisfactory reason for this decision. Hav-

ing criticised Mr. Whitroan's course, hav¬

ing pointed out to its readers the injury
done this city by his financial policy, hav-

inp apain and apain disclosed its disap-
proTal of his administration, it cannot now

chanpe its pround.
Had Mr. .lustice Seabury"s political rec¬

ord been one-half as appealinp as the

record he has made on the bench this

newspaper would gladly support him. But

it finds in his proprcss from economic

heresy to economic heresy, with the ap-

parer.t desirc to enlist a political followinp
of a sort, an obstac'.e to indorsinp him

which it cannot at present nepotiate.
\. btr as the state campaipn is con¬

cerned The Tribune purposes to preserve

eomplete freedom of action, criticisinp or

approvir.p aa the case may seem to it to

.mt. This newspaper remains what it

ha- been. with brief exception, throuph its

whole history.. Republican journal; but

it doefl nol believe that any loyalty to party
(a:i jastify its eatinp its own words at

thc niomenl of a campaipn, after havinp
n them freely ar.d frankly over all

thc tool tbfl that have intervened since the
on.

Iifanticide by Blockade.
boMTOlcnt Dr. von Mach ifl deserv-
our compassion. It is true that his

flrhimpering plotU «>n behalf of starvinp
German children were founded entirely on

foneiful slatistics and that after a preat
deal of fruitkss riodpinp and quibblinp he
was finally silenced with a severe and hu-
miliatmp rebuke from his own povernment
at Bt-rlin. But it was not altopether his
fault that he did riot know he was playing
the wrong pame.
The attitude of the German povernment

toward the British blockade alternafes
| with bewildeting suddenness between

whininp and blusterinp, and there was

formerly a preat deal of whininp in Berlin
about the scarcity of condensed milk. That
Ifl his justitk-ation. He could not be sup-
posed to know instinctively when to turn
about; and it unfortunately happened, as it
has often happened before, that the official
attitude chanped over nipht. And so it
came to pass that after Berlin had bepun
to brai*; ahout the decreased rate of infant
mortality Dr. von Mach was still distribut-
inp pfteotU stories of the thousands, and
perhaps miilions. of German babies doomed
to die.

It was necessary, of course, to stop his
untiniely babblinp, yet those who know
how industriously and with what penuine
humility I>r. von Mach has striven to serve

n his Imperial Master cannot but be sorry
for him in his present predicament. There
is nothinp that pains him more than en¬

forced silence, and thouph he is still at lib¬
erty to chlrrup about art as he used to do
so pr«tfsLi.y i» the dava before the war, yet
h raruat be confessed that the entertain¬
ment of younp ladies with a taste for cult-
ure ll a poor and unsatisfyinp occupation
for onc who had fallen into the habit of re-

paniiriir himself as the unofficial repre-
¦¦¦tativfl amonp barbarian9 of a preat and

powerful empire.
It is but just therefore to recopnize that

in all essentials Dr. von Mach was ripht.
Hfl wenl wronp in sayinp that the brutal
English were killing the children of the
Patherland, bot if he did it was not that
he overrated their brutality. He simply
mistook the ohject. What he oupht to have
said was that the blockade was directed
apai;:-f our children.the children of the
Unitcd States. The truth is out now, forj
one of Dr. von Mach's most stunly cham-j
pions. the "N'ew-Yorker Staats-Zeitunp,":
has madfl the preat discovery that thfl cur¬

rent plague oi poHonyeUtifl is kept alive!
by the blockade and the blacklist. and thusj
"Him cent American children fall a s-acri
tice to Albion'l preed." This has heen flfl*

tablished on the authority of an unhappy
nf the blacklist who, it seems, used

to deal freely in raprarenal extract and
hexarm thylenct-tia.'i'nc. The-.- "indis-
pensablc remodtsfl'1 are now so scarce, ac-

oatrding to the wStaati Zeitung," that "thc
city ly reduced te .-erum-thcr-,
apy."
|« Dr. von Much i» ju.Mibed in all that.

he aaid. If hln facta were wrong hifl in-
st _¦_*__ were right, and the "Staats-Zeilung"
has rcestnblished his verneity by pronoune-
ing Bnt.iir'a blockade "downright infanti-
cidc." Happily, however, we were assurod
u few daya apo on the name authority that
since tho Deutschland mmle her trip across

the Atlantic the blockade had coasod to

IflOt-St But. while we are thus freed from

jany anxicty on our own account, it is

only right and proper to aeknowledge the
instinctivc truthfulness of Germnny's
famous leeturer on art and condensed milk.

He Hns the Qualificationt.
Mr. Bacon's campaign for the nomina¬

tion for Senator presents a clean-cut issue

IfO the Republican voters of the state.

Speaking at Jamestown on Saturday night.
hfl deelared his belief that there wero two

vital questions before the public now

adequate preparedness and tho conduct of

[the eountry's foreign policy. As to both,
he insisted. the Wilson Administration had

Failed; H had failed to bring about a state
of adequate military preparedness by de¬

lay and tho fostering of half way meas¬

ures; it had failed lamentably to disohargo
its international obligations in not uphold-
inp the most sacred principles of interna¬
tional law.
On these matters Mr. Hacon speaks with

the authority of honorable public service
as Seeretary of State and Ambassador tol
l-'ranoo. His experienee has poculiarlyj
tittod him to help solve the problems which
thil country is meeting and will continue
to meet long after thc Kuropean war ifll
ended. By every standard of personal in-j
tegrity and intcllectual ability he is wellj
qualitied to take his place among thc na-,

tion's lawmakers.
New York State needs in the Senate a

representative possessing such traininp,,
such experienee, such a point of view as,
Mr. Bacon's. The country needs in Con-|
press men who know international affairs
at first hand and are capable of shapingj
the eountry's policies from knowledge,
rather than theory and hearsay. It is no[
disparapement to Mr. Bacon's rival for;
thfl nomination to say that every dictatc
of eAciency, every dictatc of patriotism.
demands that Mr. Bacon be chosen as tho

party's candidate for Senator, because he

posse-ses the qualifications needed now in
Washinpton.

The "Carrier" Problem.
Tho Health Department announces that

more typhoid carriers have been found here
in the last six months than ever before
since the Bureau of Preventable Diseases
was first established. In li»l") tive cases

wore detected, but in tho first half of this
year the number of now cases was no less
than twenty-two. It ifl to bo hoped that

they may all prove amenablc to treatment,
for the chronic carrier is a problem as yet
unsolved.
Mary Mallon, bottor known as Typhoid

Mary, was the most notorious of thoso un-

happy sufferers. It cannot be pretonded
that the way in which her case was d.alt
with was satisfactory. She was a cook,
and it was obviously undosirable that sho
should bfl at liberty tO practiso hor ealling.
Accordinply she was placed under observa-j
tion, and for three years she continued a

prisoner. Sho did not improve under troat-
ment, and so at lar-t she was released, on!
the undorstandinp, however, that she
would pive up eooking. Whether driven
by necessity or obstinacy, she soon re-!
turned to her old oeeupation and by adopt-
inp a false name suceeeded in sccuring a,
job in the kitchen of a maternity hospital.j
Aftor a while her identity was establiflbed
and she was apain plaoed in eonfinemont.
She is probably stili under observation and|
,may remain a prisoner for the rest of her!
days.

It ifl clear that in such a case as this
restraint of some sort is unavoidable. The
result of Typhoid Mary's excursion was;
disastrous. It is said that after her ro-,
lease twenty-live cases of typhoid fever.
two of which proved fatal, were traced
directly to her activities as a cook. Thore
was evidently nothing to do but to shut
her up and keep her out of mischief. Yet
it is hard that there should be no better
fate for people who. while they continue a

constant menace to others, may themaelvefl
be in perfect health. If incurablo carriers
of disease prove to be comparatively com¬

mon, some provision will have to be made
for them sooner or later.

The Great Stone Face.
The Old Man of the Mountains, who has

been lookir.g down Franconia Notch so lonp
that the Sphinx is an upstart by compari-
son, is in a bad way. His forehead haa
wcathered until it threatens to crash down
into the valley, carrying nose and chin in
its wake. Governor Spaulding is consider-
ing methods of provention, and if iron!
bracos can help The Profile may yet be
saved and New Hampshire breathe apain.i

Like all the rest of the White Mountains,1
the (iroat Stone Face is one of our oldest
possessions, apeaking socially, not geologi-
cally. When Anthony Trollope visited
Ameriea in 1K62. he wrote:

"Now, I would ask any of my read¬
ers who are candid enouph to expose
their own ignorance, whether they
ever heard, or at any rate whether
they know anything of the White Moun¬
tains, As regards myself, I eonfeflfl that
the name had reaohed my ears; that I
had an indefinite idea that they formed
an intermediate laflgfl between the
Rocky llountaini and thfl Allophanios,
and that they were inhabited either by
Mormons, Indians or simply black
bears. That there was a di.-trict of
Now Knpland containinp mountain
scenery raptrioi to mueh that is
yearly crowded by tourists in Kurope,
that this is to bfl reached with ease hy
railways and stape roaches, and that it
is dottcd with hupe hotels, almost as

thickly as they lie in Switzerland, I
had no idea."
That is something tho way they impress

the average American visiting them for
tho first time. We have plenty of historic
.-.pots where great event* have happened;

we expect them to look venerable, and they
mostly do. But our historic playpround
brinps baek the past far more intimately;
it shows the imprint of bypone thousands
of children and lovers, and this and that

prent man who carved his initials here or

wrote n sonnet there. Anrerirans are ac-

ustomed to regard their nation as a re¬

cent upstart. The sbo.-k of their lives

awaits them in the White Mountain**.
lt was in IMI that The Profile was dis-

covercd.by Francis Whitcomb nnd I.uke
Brooks, workinp on the Notch road. "It's
Jefferson!" was their exclamation, per¬
haps because they had voted that way,

certainly not because of any resemblance.
The Old Man of the Mountains is a true

Yankee mountaineer, lonp nnd paunt, not

a thinp of bcauty. yet by no means to be

ipnored. H the bread is disappenring by
emipration and beforfl the invaders from
Canada aml thc amateur farmers, Th**
Profilfl oupht by all means to be prescrved.
Some day he may have to serve as tbfl
Last of the Yankees.

A Desperate Expedient.
Manifcstly President Wilson's endeavor

:¦! obtain a Conpressional puarantee of his
recent promises to the railroad presidents
is a last moment expedient to stave ofT a

peneral railroad strike. It may prove his
deafofl to make pood his assurances of an

order from the Interstate Commeree Com¬
mission permitting the jackinp 111) of

freipht rates to meet the increased pay
sehedules caused by the "basic eipht-hour
day" which he approved. But a deaire to
make pood and makinp pood are different.

There can bo at this time no possible
assurance that Conpress wfll act favora-
bly on the measures which the President
has proposed to Senator Kern and Senator
Newlands. Moreover, if Conpress were to
act favorably it would mean merely that
thc whole question of wapes, hours of labor
and freipht rates had become a political
matter, to be settled not by judicial proc¬
esses, but to be thrust out of sipht some¬

how, to be settled as best it mipht be, to
clear it up before tne campaipn. Favora¬
ble action on these measures at this time
would be merely a flop to the railroad ex¬

ecutives to compensate them for pivinp to

thc President the appearance of havinp
won a victory in forcinp the acceptance by
them of his "basic eipht-hour day."

For that reason there seems to be no

more hope of ripht ar.d proper settlement
of the controversy in the President's latest
move than there was in his oripinal ac-i

ceptancfl of the pist of the men's demand.;
without havinp heard the railroads' side
of the case. It still ipnores the desirabil-
ity, the justice, of investipation before ac¬

tion in this particular case. lt says in
effect: "(Jive the men what thoy demand
and all oflicial powers wiil be put to work
to make up to you the extra cost out of
the pockets of the public." It makes no

provision whatever for attempt to prove
the justice of prantinp the men's demand.-
in this ease.

There is no dispuisinp the fact that the
country is nearer a strike now than ever

before. The President has delayed it, per¬
haps, but nothinp he has done so far has
made settlement more possible than it was

the day thc unions completed pollinp their
strike \i<it\ He took the side of the men

and tried to swinp the big stick on the
railroads. That havinp failed because the
attitude was so manifestly unfair that the
country showed it wouldn't stand behind
him. he is now tryinp, so far as official
power can do it, to pet enouph money out
of the public's pockets to pive to the rail¬
roads so they may be willinp to accept his
aettlcmenl scheme. And this method of
dealii. with the railroads is not onc whit,
fairer to the public than his original plan.
It beara. therefore. a heavy handieap.

If this last moment expedient fails there
is little likelihood that anythinp else the
Pretddent'a mind can devise will prevent a

itrike. If that disaster 'comes, the publi*
trnly will "assess thr. responsibility."
That responsibility will lie on the Presi¦
dent, because when he had the opportunity
to brinp about arbitration he refused to
do so by becominp a partisan.

Cleansing the Oyster.
from rk. Mrilunl V,r, ..>,.

lt has long been kno-.vn that there is a

tendency to the :-clf-purification of oysters
when transferred te pure water. The self-
puritication is complete within from a few
hours to two days. The modus onerandi i<
evident when one realizes that the passage
of water through the oyster is very large
and very rapid. As much ns 20 to M gallons
of wa'.er pass through in a day. The paa-
Mga of food particles through the iateatinal
tract is quite as rapid. In France basins of
nltered water have long been used to effect
this purification, but the cost of this proces.--
compared with the sale price of the oyster
readera tho method quite impracticable. And;
indeed, if it i.< fairly clean. untilterrd M
water i« better for purification purpose-.. h.--
cause tho food particles in ur.filtercd water

stimulate paeaage through tha Inta
tract and h;lp to c.irry through and to dia
eaarge the eontalaed colon bacilh.

Instead of filtered water, therefore, the
usuavl metboda nt the ebtnieal purification
of water were utib/ed in these experiments
to render the ojretera free from colon infec-
tion. ln carrying out these ex*erimont«
byflten were ir.oculated with both free cult-j
ures of olon bacilli and attached colon ba¬
cilli that is, with the bacilli Ifl f.ne'.y divided
agar susnension. The water was ther.
fected with a 10 per cent calclum hyrc;hlorite
eofation. a eoneiderable purification al

therem occurrcd -.vitl
l.n.i! s, and a remarkable purification .-

twenty-fonr hours. The results '.ur* bfllet*
thc eoadltional amount permitted by the,
Rhode Ialand Plib Commission, although the
amount of the altificial Infeetiofl was much"
great. r tl an ll woald be ir. natural Infec-

- polluted oyster beds. Usually *wo

poehloiite were given, the second
after aia hoora, ir. order to reaeh such in-
feetion itill within the oy.stcr aml not dis-

heeaUM >f the possible closure of
the sluli during tht first period, and bec;>use
of the rapid decomposition of the hypochlo-.
rite. This tttatment was found not to have
a bad effect upon the flavor of the oyster or!
upon its well-b. ing. In tl.e case of an ele-|
ment f food so \-iitcIy flfltd any method that'
will in«jre the safety of the con.-umer while
preaerring thi- lavoi of the oyster is descrv-
mg of consideratioo. J

EDUCATE THE PUELIC

It Should L««rn What Compliancfl with th<

Railroad Union*' Demand* Would Mean.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Thia country is facing n crisis, du«

to the demands of the railroad unions anc

the inability of the railroads to withstanc
those demands. because the railroads get n<

Mipport from politicians, who fear the unior

votr, or from the public, which is lacking ll
.iifonmation upon Ihfl subject. To-day thesi
brotherhood men are by far the highest paic
in the world in proportion to their effort and

training
There are not 2 per cent of the passenfjei

rrews in this country working eight houn

I .lay. They are all supplied wlth passes foi
themselves nnd their familiea to any pan
of the country.
My father was a railroad worker nearlj

all hii life, until May of 1914, and no*

draws a pension from the railroad company
My ln others have bflflfl railroad men. Som.
i.f my most intimate friends are in the trair

.-.iv,:<e of the Eastern railroada. I know
whercof I speak when I speak of workinj
conditions among this class of men.

At present these organuations, constitut-
ing four-tenths of 1 per cent of the peopl.
..f our countiy, ar.. in position to terronze
the land with the threat of strike. Ther*
is not one man in twenty who hai to earn

his daily bread in tITis country whose taski
are Bfl light or whose surroundings ure a?

plaaaaat as those of conductors and engi
irccrs, some of whom draw over $2,000 a year
.aul now ask for more pay and shorter hours
There is just as little reason for complaint
from thfl trainmen aml liremcn. Surely men

who learn to perform their work in three

dajTfl arr not highly skillcd men, and yet
these men's annuai earnings are far abov.
the average income of any akilled labor in
the country.

l'urthrr, every well informrd man know.
that, rrgardless of what concessions thc rail-
n.n.ls make, they will have to face biggei
demunds next year. It has been so in the
past and will he so again.

I um n travelling i-ulesman, and am sev¬

eral hundred miles from home, but I am

willing to hear my part of the hardship?
which a strike would bring orr the country
in order to help the railroads stand for
justice nnd a great public cause.

I ask fer the sake of the workingmen
of this countiy aTid for the sake of equal
nirhts nn.l freedom that the press take up
the case of the public as opposed to these or-

gnnizations and help make a stand with the
railroads, or. if the present demnnds are met,
that nn educational campaign be begun at
once to meet the conditions which will
surely nrise when the annuai threat strike
comes next year. H. K. CRAFT, Jr.

Clenrfield. Penn., Aug. 24, 1916.

Mctor Cars and Speed Regulation.
Ta the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: There are more reasons for than
against a law requiring all persons to be
iirensrd who desire to run an automobile.
There is also urgent need for an insistence
everywhere that all sperd regulations and
road rules generally should be rigidly en-

forced and officials of all grades of rank snd
ituthority should in some way be held to

account for misuse or abuse of authority in

condoning infractions of the laws, etc, im-
posed penalties that make the object of the
laws u farce and any o'her illegal or stupid
act or interpretation of duty which only add
to the dangors to which the public is ex¬

posed by carelcss, recklesi and often crim-
iaal dis. regard of the laws of thc road. We
i,,..i ¦ trial in this village (Mount Kisco)
last night. A chautfeur of one of the wealthy
summer residents of the vieinity was arrested
for apeflding at the rate sworn to by the
olTicer who made the arrest- exceeding thirty
.niles an hour within the village limits. The
.rinl took place before a local country' judge
ignorant ei" the law, whor«e other profession
il that of pnperhanger. In defence of the
culprit several respcctable witnerrses, in pur-
pofli d eendonatlen of the offer.ee of speeding,
tflfltaflfld 'hat they, too, usually rode to the
rillagfl atatlen at a rate exceeding twenty

an hour, though the legal limit was

riftern. The judge had an excellfnt oppor-
.unity of vin.licating thr» Inw by tining on

their own confessions several otherwise very
excellent citizens, but he lnckcd perspicacity
and probably courage as well to add a Kub-
-tantial'sum in tines to our deplet.ed village
treasury. Ile, however. unexpectedly sus-

taiaad the ofticcr and fined the chauffeur $5.
Wha* we grently nee I in \Ve«tchcster County
lf a state, or at least a county, cons'.abulnry
free from thr control ar.d ir.fluenec of the
politieiaar. I hope we can get 't this winter.

JOHN Y. COLYER.
Mount Kisco, N. Y.. Aug. 25, 131*.

The Law Wrong, Not the Principle.
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: As an independent Republican, I do
not agree with your editorial about direct
'primarics. However, the so-cal!ed direct pri¬
mary law on the statute books of this state

.. fr.iiid and an impnr.ition on the enrolled
-ot.TS.
When Mr. Sulzer was put out of office the

boflflflfl. to hieak the force of the indignation
at thfl people, threw them the sop of a bastard
direct primary law, and that is what we are

labarlag under now. It is the defects in this
law which you should point out and remedy,
and not thc principle.

I expect to vote for Mr. Hughes and
Mr. Whitman, not because they stand for the
refonaa I hope to see brought about, but
because I believe, taking all things into con-

aidflratiOB. that it is better to have thc Re¬
publicans in power under the boss system
than the Democrats in power under the boss
-ystem.

H-.it, mark well what I tell you; the day is
n..t far distant when the people will get
together and beat the boss system by defeat¬
ing hoth old pertiflfl. They wanted to do it
.i 1919, They vvou'd have done it this year
K they had the opportunity. They will get
.he opportunity sooner or later.

GEORGE W. KIN'NEY.
N'ew York, Aug. II, 1916.

Perceire Jupiter!
To the E.litor of The Tribune.

Sir: At this present time the p'.snet Jupiter
risea about a quarter past ) r>. m., rising

- BBd flBltlflt every evening. Thus we

ar.- able to see him before midnight, a bright.
g»iden-hue.l f.rmamental body, .hining with a

clear, untwinkling light. As we know rery
wc'.l, Japitflr is thr largest of the eight
fti fltflr plflBfltfl M'reury, Yenus, earth, etc.
and r.ext to our s_in he ls the largest body

Ifl our sular system. Indeed. he ia about 1.309
I HM ; Bfl l.ir-_*e as our world, his mean or

fttragt diameter being »ome 90J909 miles to
thfl terrestr.al mean diameter 7,918 miles.

Bat tiie ereat planet Jupiter is not as
dense or solid as our earth, having only
about one-quarter of our own planet's den-
sity. As a result of this lesser solidity
.lupitcr, despite his vast size, attracts bodies
ro his surface with only two and six'y-rive
one-hundredth times as mueh power a* our
earth attracts them. But this greater attrac-
tion or gravity of Jupiter would cause a 100-
pound weight here or earth to weigh Ml
pounds upon the ..¦..'... ¦' '.i-.t.->r. such a

weight weighing 2,701 pounds at the surface
of our sun.

CHARLES NEVKKI HOLMES.
a.«wton( Uiaas., Aug. lll, 1910.

i i SOCIETY APPROVES YOUR DEMANDS. ».

"PUT YOURSELF IN HIS PLACE"

Explorationi Into the Mind and Moving
Springs of Our President.

To the Kditor of The Tribune
Sir: The true explanation of thc futile tak¬

ing and subsequent evacuation of Vera <'ru*.

is to be found not in the logic of events

thfl events flreil in the main illogical hut

in explorations into the mind, the ante-

cedents, the moving springs of action, of
Mr. Woodrow Wilson.
Thia method of solving mysteries was con-

vincingly aet forth in a long since forgotten
novel written by Charles Readc, entitled,
i"Put Yourself in His Place." the principal
(character of which is a physician whose plan
land theory were to detach himself from his
own personality and reason out the problem
along the lines of the mentality, the environ-:
'ment, the hopes, fears, motives, aspirationsj
of the party under investigation.
Applying this method to the case ofj

Wilson and Vera C'rur. and the same will

apply to the Fershing invasion and with¬
drawal the tirst illuminating fact we

strike is that IIr. Wilson is not really a

Demoer.it. at le;.st not one "to the manner

jhcrn." His activ? political career began by
his turning his baek on all his previous
'tfaehint-. When he wrote that he would!
like to see William Jennings Bryan "knocked
Unto a eocked hat" he undoubtedly wroteI
what he fully believed at the time. As a

cor.vert, somewhat late in life, to a new

faith, he is never c-uite sure of himself.
His theory of democracy is to learn what
"the people" want done, then do it. Hfl
.does not feel dcmocracy; he experiments,
makes texts, throws up feathers to see which
way the wind is blowing. Kvery onco in aj
while he blurts out, in one form or an-j
other, with charming naivete, that he does;
i ot know what "the people" are thinking|
about. He is lone-ome, aloof, anxioua to
serve humanity if he can find the way.j

!hut familiar with thc common heart through
the midnight oil of the student rather than
through personal contact.

His sending of the Swede, Mr. Lind, to
Mexieo as his personal representative, to
find out what the Mexican* were really and!
truly thinking, shows Mr. Wilson at his best
and at his worst. Mr. Wilson reasoned that
jin order to have an impartial investigator of
conditions he must have a man who had no

interesta there, so he senda a man who
knows nothing of the country and does not!
speak the language; in other words, a man!
who could not by any possibility find out

anything for himself at tirst hand.
Things had begun te happen in Mexieo

¦heat the time Mr. Wilson took office. In
faet, they had begun prior to that time.
Complaints in regard to outrages on Ameri-
can lives and property in Mexieo were ac-

cumulating aml were more and more per-
sistent. It was evident that something
mjst be done, something to asttef*" and mol-
lify the growing exasperatton of the Ameri¬
cans in Mexieo, their friends in this country,
land other Amenca:is who feel mortitied and
'humiliatcd at continued unredressed and
junheeded assaults on their countrymen any-
Iwhere, whether friends or strangers. So
what does Mr. Wilson do"
Mr. Wilson decidcs, after one of his lone-1

some, golf-walking, self-communing talksj
with himself, that at the very tirst oppor-j
tunity, at the next s'.lghtest pretext, he
would make a demon.-tration against Mexieo.
He makes r.o conlidant* and no especia!
preparation Ifl made for the anticipated ex-1

plo«ion of patriotic wrath. It wns planned
to be apontanoous, by "the people." Then
along came the insult to the flag, not much,
of an ineident in itself as compared with
many preceding atrocities, but tmoagk

To' Mr. Wilfloa, brooding, watching nnd
Iwaiting, leaking for an opening for a quar-,
rei, it was the "last straw." It did notj
occur to Mr. Wilson that no one else would
regard tho ineident as anything out of the
ordinary ia thc matter of straws. Wilson
expected confidently an outburat of patri¬
otic rage such as followed the blowing up
of the Maine.

Instead of that the very people he had
relied upon to keep matteri at fever hoat
were mildly wondering why such a Nflfll
was made over so little a thing; what had
occasioned his sudden blaze of anger. They,
had become accuatomed to being chloro-1
formed and wet-bianketed and were too
torpid to rise to the occasion. Kmotional
fervor flares up at the time things happen.

|lt may be waimed orer a little. jperhaps, by

reason and argument long afterward, but not
made red hot.
That ^ wh re Mr. Wilson fails to under¬

stand the common man. He strikes when
the iron is cold and no sparks fly. Mr. WIU
son wns mueh disappointed at "the peopleV'j
lukewarm response to his clarion call of
"On to Vera Cruz!" He was no sooner in
than he began to devise ways and mean_

und excuses for getting out again.
History is now repeating itself in thej

matter of the punitive expedition to capture
and destroy General Villa. "The people"
have lost interest. And Mr, Wilson follows
"the people"; he does not lead.

GEORGE HARRISON' M'ADAM.
New York, Aug. 25, 1916.

How Long?
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: When, in June, this country was on

the verge of war with Mexico hundreds of
patriotic citizens eagerly and willingly en-

listed in the New York National Guard. glad
to be able to help uphold their eountry's
honor.
They left their wives and mothers, in

many cases lackin;, means of support. They
left their position*, only obtained in many,
inatBBCflfl after years of hard work, begin-!
ning in a lowly capaeity and raising them¬
selves solely on their merits. When the
Federal muster was made all these men, cx-

cepting a very few, signed their enlistment
paaara for a period af three years' active'
serviee and three years on re>erve in the!
I'nited States army, doing all this to show,
their willingness to serve their country. En-
trained, these embryo soldiers were rushed
to the border, making up for their lack of'
military training hy their enthusiastic pa¬
triotism. Eventually detrained in varioua
parts of the Southwest, in a section and cli-
mate to which they were totally unused,1
thev were put to work making camp. Men,
mostly from dflflhfl, were set digging ditches
and drains. clearing out iarge tracts of land
covered with caotus and other thorn bearing
plants. and made to do the hardest kmd of
manual labor. labor to whieh they were tc~

tally unaccustomed. Unflinchingly and un-;

gru'dgingly they did this, and all in their'
anxiety to m.ike good Ifl the eyes of the,
nation.

Finally the situation which made war be--
tween the I'nited States and Mexico seem in-,
evitable was adjustcd and the war cloud
passed over. The possibility of any trouble'
between thc two governments was reduced,
to a minimum, and there was no longer any
necessity for ¦ large armed force to be main-j
tained on the border.
The troops expected to be sent to their,

homes after the danger passed, but such was

not the case. Without any plausible reason

they are being held in service. The authori¬
ties will not even inform the men for how
lon? they will be held. There they are, their
aiJor dampened, dny after day receiving let¬
ters from home informing them of starving
wives and mothers and of positions lost, po¬
sitions for which they worked so hard.
How long are these men to be held up.

Quickly they responded to the nation's call,
and just as quickly, now the danger is over,
should they be returned to their homes, to
their fam.iies ar.d to their individual eall¬
ing*. WILLIAM J. ROTH.
New York, Aug. 19, Ifll

The Live Coward va. the Dead Hero.
To the Bditfl* of The Tribune. .

Sir: Thc fcreeful peaee "argument" so-

called by Mr. H. P. Sa'.peter in his letter to

The Tribune.is no argument at all. Thc
*tatement that "I'd rather be a live coward
than a dead hero" is merely u sta.cmer.t of
personal taste. Questions of morality,
.jucstions of national welfare, have no rela-
tion to such statement-. of individual taste.,
fhey are above them. I might say with per¬
fect truth and sincerity that "I'd rather be
I drunk debauchee than a sober business
man," but this would be no argument for the
norality of drunkenr.ess or for the advan-
tuges to the national welfare of drinking.

It is a pity we have the skulking coward
among us. He is an evil, but he has little
effvet on the community. The brazen coward,
however, is a far greater menace in that
h.s very effrontery swaya the opinions of
those who cannot reason property. It is high
time this kind of "franknesa," which unfor-'
tunately you meet with so often nowada/s,
were exploded. No weight ahould be given
io an nrgument bearing on national or

moral questions which is based solely onper-l
lonal preference. A. W. LAHEE.
New York, Aug. 24, 1916.

UNION GRATITUDE IN VOTES

Might Be Expected by the President for
$100,000,000 a\ssessed on the Public.

To the Kditor of The Tribune.
Sir: Th*. . I bfl ( ov'r

ruports of the Vash-

ington are latfltested ill '

upon each p-rson nt hi -

an-1 aro blind to thfl flWrfl pen
that wil! be visited upon h P*ec«-
dents now set up.
Thc Democratic party hai '*W

again *t the tendency towai atafla
in our system of government, but what flfll
we now seeing accomplished hy . I>. mocratie

President? A body of 440,600 -nor. snd to

be some H per cen* ef thfl
workers. are threatening a fltrikfl involvirg
a great part ef the railwa} aUeaffl ef th*

country, afTecting 700,000 iadiridaal
ors and the greater part flf lOOjOOOjOOO of
the public. That their claims have rtgtTrt or

the semblance ot' right ifl nai thfl lfl*ae, al¬
though it is .lluded t«> aa ¦ faet The iflflflfl
is that they have thfl pow-r and I to

exercise it. This social vi litfl m

the aame category ki physical triolenea
which places the issue on inperior strength
and temporary advanta .¦

The whole theory of a soc al ord. r ifl that
it is orderiy, r-.nd th-.*
that are operative all tbe time al
em ed, rated, and the ed ia
full public light This is a preeeei oi lively
public discussion, resuiting in tnal atfeet of
legislative enactment or flOBMBiflfllon or judi¬
cial ruling. I am among the Bflflal al I b»*
lieve that our preaent ind IflSfl i»
full of erasfl injavetlee to the werk< r many

points. It is in m -.ny resp relifl of
an accidental order whfch will be broken
down stage. hy stago and replaced arith *

more constructive system for the pto.iuction
and distribution of we.ilth. I reeogtl ze that
the process grows by illogieal and aometiaMS
violent stages, resuiting in temporary injua-
tice and dislocation. v Inch »r 1*»'
inevitable. I look c:fcerly forward tfl tha
time when no worker will labor m ra than
eight hours a day und when he will 0* UOM

paid for his labor, but I am not prepared ffll
such violence as that threat. ned ifl tha pre«*
ent instance, when the whole buiineaa lif*
of the country is put in .-udden peril under
a threat, unless a debatable programme M
instantly put into effect without discu'sion
or investigation of any kind. lt is not ad«-
quate that fhe President of the >Wt*
should have attached his tiat to it and gt***
it standing. Be haa neither warranl .¦ con*

-titutional right, nor in eaperiority ef in¬

formation, to make any such pror.ouncement.
Baek of thia maladroit exercise of pow«*.

which has never been form tll) rre* ¦*

the ainister fact that thfl Pl °n«*r
two candidates in the field for election to th*
Presidency. The railroad workers art *

compactly organized body, and it is too m«»
to ask of human nature that lt 'hev ***"

what they ask for ifl 'hia matter they ***¦

ignore the giver when tae time con ... to ca««

their votea in the November eleet )'*. !.'
pressing the implication too far to see in th«

proposed wage inerease of 150,000,000 .

$100,000,000 the greatest carapai(-n c mtriba-
t-.on ever made in American hiatoryi »B<*

that, too, aaaeaaed upon the public at larr*

without their consent or the determinatto*
of any of the factors in the
Americans as a whole sleep upon the-

righta too much. The threat now to d«

away with arbitrat-.or. P *» j****"
dent that must at some day return to plagu
the workers. J. SHIRLKY EAtOal
New York, Aug. 25, 1916.

No Contradiction.
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: Is there not a eontradiction he'*< *

the title of your leading editorial of Aufu

H, namely, "Ttu- F-.lure of tha Direct rrv

marv," and the first sentence in the i>e<«°

paragraph of the editorial, which read* -

follows: k
.Kvery one knows that if the K'poo-

lican candidate for Governor were to M

nominated at a convention of party leaa-

era and delegates thia year (Iovernor
Whitman would not be r... .

In other words, doc- not your editorial
self really maintain that the direct prima-r
|« going to force the nominatio-. ai i u .

how can you logically eall the direct pr»W
a failure? LBSTIB L. CALLAK
New Vork, Aug. 26, 1916. *t


