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AKIYAMA OF JAPAN MAKES GOOD AS A PROPHET
Interview by Adachi Kinnosuke. Decorattons by C B. Falls.

German Submarines, Said the A dmiral,
Could Be Made to Operate with
Ease Thousands of Miles from

Their Home Base
REAR .ADMIRAL AKTYaA-MA is passing

through the United States on nis way
home to Tokio. He haa completed a

.oar of stetr itkn over the theatre of war in
Europe. Some eleven years ago he stood upon
.ie bridge uf the Mikasa. close by his chief.
Ad--i-_'. T U the far-travelled Baltic
iqaadron tt B a make for the bottom of the
QM__
"He wa- TT :ated from the Naval Academy
1886." sa;- - thfl Japan Year Book, speaking

d the rear admiral, "and is said to have been
the most '- I adviser of Admiral Togo in
.Jalate war.'*
Aad, on rar.* and Iucid occasions, even a

rear book fa sometimes known to tell the truth.
Aad s few days ago, here in New York, the
mr admiral talk**d to us about the present
¦nr in E :*¦ pa, .;: eeialty of its naval aspects.
Ajainst the baekgl-Ufld of the unreasonably
rulat red phnh :a;r in one of the most fool-
uhly high pr eed * Jtell it the oty. his strik-
l** per- n_ ere a.-d s;mple attire,
itood c: p "ontrast, as impressive as a

.as of Confucius at a dinner dance. But of
'itt he .*._- itterly unconscious.
"Thia ereat war in Europe," **aid the rear

.drainl, "- itaa*ing ona fact dramatically. It
3 a time-honored one, old as the very art of
wirit-e f I * i hieh is rarely brought home to
.or ue.-t*-- th sueh convincing em-

phssi*. asil t*ict. I mean what
tWco'-rca-j of the sea will do in a war. The
¦ilitary nigi many.with her r_ar\el-
*** orgur ¦_¦ -. her thorough ar.d scientific
aastery oi :. ta -. with the whole country
tsrceJ military camp.has, of
tmatt. elf a tremendous thing. We
hok npon it with aTiazement, But, with almost
tflBsl wcr.c. - we s h the financial power of
«?Sflsnd -. acoomplished.
"Three tla ._ fa ti rs in the present war

saad o_* <. - iny leading eharactcra in a
pay.th? d -..->- might of Germany, the
amey pcrwf and and the -ea power of
£«_!_-._. .*¦ e greatcat tl these, it seem.
io me, fa the ¦ hien ment of the Hr . h navy.

DESPITE THE ACTIVITY OF GER¬
MAN SUBMARINES, BRITAIN'S
NAVY IS STILL SUPREME.

1 AB a aailor. This ia frankly a sailor's
.*."*. Nflterl i *. is not easy tfl escape
.*-t Mi - anybody who would look
.i facts full in the face. There is the utter
."¦appearance of the German oversea trade;
*»pr_ f the Central Powers to
.*» despera «* extent of not being able to im-
P*t e7*n | and then that rather
P*****t**_ ind fact that Germany, all
¦4M_ \A(tr\ entirely helplesi
..InJ-re Engla d u|V'n her own soil. On the
***ar har.l l -. ign trade bl tflfi
¦aatold,is even more aetrea than in the ante-
.*»day«. The ABiflfl on the Cuutluit are

¦aair-. us amount.** of am-
.*.**&.- froa the ' tatflt,
".sk.*- men from f'ar.ada and
". .*'".'' Mfltitat, German sub-
-^tT-f'

__ a good deal of enerny
*IPttg ir; the U r-.rs, but really have
**"7 made at: impresston on the carrying
Nt af ]
,/*.**" . planation for all these facts:
*. **hselti-> inarhlflnra of the Bntisb navy.
"¦¦»htUiry repa-a'*a itself. A century ago, in
laliprii HtJonfl which were
'^^t' >. p and his fellow sailors
*"* almo«* to those of t/>-day. It
** aot takt ral M_h».'i tt see what a

^.¦¦.ado.i artriter ',f the war's iicue command
.

*** '*¦. And Ir«..<-.e t.K<| ycaflflat dramaJ"***'!* ...... wUek wer.t
***& tl*ae loceflifli.fl actH at Leipzig an 1

ttrinxj ,,_. ,.,,_,.,. <r, s. HtltM. I believe,
Tt, that the hr.al curtain wili ring down

on this war as upon the straggle a century
¦ago.

"America seems to appreciate the value of
sea power," said I. "And they are saying here
just what they think about it, in their charac-
teristically pointed and businesslike manner;
they are to spend something like J600.000.000
within the three years to come to build up a

great navy* The total amount is to be devoted
almost exclusively to the construction of new

.-hips. Heaven only knows just how much this
nation will spend before it is finished with its
present imposing programme."
"America is literally coining millions upon

millions of dollars out of this war," the Rear
Admiral remarked. "Her wealth now seems to

pass all understanding of the Ancients, and the
Modem3 as well. She can easily afford to

spend the entire amount appropriated on her
navy. That il not all: from what I hear and
have learned abroad she cannot afford to do

.She could not spend her money for a

iHlafl- purpose. It is eminently wise."

THE LESSON OF THE JUTLAND
CLASH IS THE SUPREMACY

OF THE BATTLESHIP.

I wish the whole American nation could have
seen the rear admiral as hc said this. More

particularly do I wish that all the foarmng and
frothing (not to say frothy) editorial writers

and all the frenzied jingoist-. and Jap4>-perilists
had been there to see him. It wasn't merely
what he said. It was the tone of his voice; ;t
*.'. a-' the lighting up of his features that ac-

eompanied his remarks. If this tremendous
naval expansion programme of the United
States were the iron-riveted guarantee of the

peace of the Pacific. the rear admiral couid
not have shown a deeper satisfaction. And,
indeed. what prophet is there to deny that the
new and sublimated edition of the American

r.avy does not mean just that very thing?
I hundred million." I said, "i3 a good

deal of money to spend. even for these Ameri-
cin plutocrats. And very naturally they are

interested in every little delicate hint, lesson
or puzzle of the naval war; such suggestior.s
as the great battle of the Jutland Bank has to

offer to the learned of the lore. for instanee."
'A.-'l, after all the battle smoke ll eleared

.I do not mean the smoke of the Battle of

Jutland Bar.k alone, but the smoke of the per-
sistent and big naval discussions the world over

to-day.it seems to me the battleshin fleet is
destined to say the last and deciding word. It
did on the North Sea. The Battle of Jutland
Bank seems to point most decisively and elo-

quently to this eoncliKion. There was a differ-
eSCfl between the punishing power o/ the Brit
,-h Grand Fleet under Admiral Jellicoe and
that of the German High Sea Fleet, And that

tlifftirmcfl sent the German ships home to their

tO aloip flt least for a time.and left

Britani.ia still in the full enjoyment of her

garnm over the MM. A navy is built just for
that TJifference; there ll no other reason for

the construction of it but to bring about just
that difference. Suppose now, for instance,
G"rmany had had ten more super-dreadnought
onit! at the Battle of Jutland Bank. We can

hardly imagine what a stupendous change this

might have brought about in the conduct of
rhe whole war. It would have meant a com¬

plete change flf conditions on the seas, of

course; it wouid also have necessitated an en¬

tire and rm-olutiuriary alteration of the plans
on land. It would have affected the economic

conditions of the fighting powers fundamen-

tally No, there is no room for argument for

the premier place of battleship fleet." concluded
the admiral.
"At the beginning of the war," said I wisely
f.,r it _ I rare luxury tfl release your nur¬

sery information right within range of a great
authority'a ear."the British supenonty in

the number of capital ships over the German?
was 40 per cent, and in the *ombined weight
of a single broadside from each of the capital
.-hips 60 per cent Is this considered an am-

ply safe margin to maintain?"
"It did not seem to be inadequate at the

and aitfl in the astounding number of super-
dreadnought battleships it calls for.thirty-
three capital ships to be built and building
three years hence?" I asked.

I rather thought the rear admiral might
answer the question. He didn't, though. I

Battle of Jutland Bank. The ______ btttk does ,aw nothing wror f al,*ut ^e inquiry Bu

not appear to give us any idea it was SUper- -flfl of th. way hfl *£«?£ " °

fluousTremarked the admiral in reply to my of tetdtttk pa.n. I rushed head.ong to ju.

displayof naval knowledge. "':
-Vmerican

"Then the new Ameriean pi«fff*___M !¦ «ane "Bnt,,h <¦ rit.es seem to think the Amencan

Hear Admiral Shinshi Akiyama. of the Imperial Japanese \avy. occu-

ples the alhimportant office of the Chief of the Bureau of Saval Affairs.

America and thc Ameriean \_* y have a peculiar claim on him. As a young

lieutenant he came to this country and pursued his studies at our Saval

War College, at Sewport. While in America he had the rare fortune of

going through the Spanlsh-Ameriean War and obsening the naval aettons

from the flagship of Admiral Sampson. Rear Admiral Akiyama ser.ed

through the RussianJapanese War on the staff of Admiral Togo. and with

sueh distinction and ability that he has been ealled the brams of logos
staff. He has just spent considerable time in Lurope observmg the devel¬

opment of the war. What he says. therefore. carries with it the impor-

tanee of a statement from one of the greatest authorities on naval affairs.

Asto War Between Japan and A merica,
Well, "Ameriean Imagination Is

Generous, and It Is Pleasant
To Be Flattered"

naval programme somewhat lop-sided. When
the war started, in 1914, the British had thirty-
four capital =hips built and building. and,
against that, they had 127 ervifl | built
and building.a ratio of about foor ei

to every one of the ships of the tirst lina, At
that the British had quite a busy time in

rounding up a few German raiders and
merce destroyers, sueh as the Kmden, I.eipzig,
D-taden, Karlaroha, etc. one Bx
puts the damage done by these German cr

in ships an.l eaigOflfl captured and -unk at

6,000,000 pounds sterling. In that Mtfanatfl
he was not counting the cost of inflated insur-

ance and freight rates, because of the prttcnet
of the German raiders. These items would
increase the amount by $10,000,000 easily.
Now, the Ameriean programme would give the
Ameriean navy thirty-one effective Mtot eruis-
ers in 1919 built or building. That is less than

-uiser to each one of the proposed capital
ships. .

The rear admiral did not say to me. either
kindly or unkindly:

"I'm sorry for you. You seem to be ternti-
cally worried about this Ameriean naval pm-
granrmel" But it was hard for me to get any
other message from the twinkling light con-

veyed by his eyes.

A SUMMARY OF THE SUBMARINE,
ITS LIMITATIONS AND ITS

WEAKNESSES.

"The Ameriean navy." the rear admiral re¬

plied to me qtiietly. "commands ihe service-.

of some of the most giftod tacticians. some of
the ablest sailor-. cO-OtroeUon experts and

engineers in the whole of the naval world.
America is justlv famous for the mventiv.

g«nius of her sons. I take it, therefore. that
back of the new Ameriean programme there is

enough naval wis.lom to asiound us all if we

could only find out the real truth about it."

This reply was as diaeooragiag Bfl a wet

blanket. But. fortunatcly or unfortunately,
I am one of those who .-uffer from a ri*. of ur.-

reasonablc* obstinacy 00 the most unna\ural
oeeasions. I refused to be dlscouraged.

"Well. admiral," I ventured "rhis war has
taught tho value of the submarine, if rio.h-
ing else."

"It has shown their Iimitations and their
weaknessos. if that il what you mean." an¬

swered Rear Admiral Akiyama. "No
the submarine il an octUtnt
weapon. Germany, it is true, develon
possibilities a good deal in the present war

She had to. It was her only practical ^-a

weapon. Its achievem.mts so far hav. been
exeeedingly good for the newspapers; (.hcy
are theatrieal and dramatie ;i

They appeal to thfl popular imagination.
They stir the blood of adventure. They tw

effec'.ive again.-t u:.armed mer<'ha:.'men, and
in the tirst staare of thfl war. when the Br
navy had not developed adequate defenee
against them, they tccompliahed aotal fa ftata
even against armed ships. Thoflt days are

past now. I make the statement without re¬

serve. The submarine can pass under the en¬

emy line of ihipfl .'ommanding a sea area and
it can operate in the hostile waters inae-
eessible to surface -raf'.. Iti optrttiag ra-

dius could be largeiy extended over what it

has done so far, perhaps. The submarine
could possibly be built much larger; it even

could be made suitable to operate thousands
of miles from the boflM IMUM nith ca.-".

"But there seems to be a dtfinitfl limita-
tion to the weapons it is aoie to use; they are

the torpedo under the surface and the gun
above the water. The torpedo fa a notoriously
uncertain weapon to depend on for sure re-

sults, not to mention its high cost. Torpedoes
cannot be carried in -uch quantities as gun
ammunition. And above the surface the sub-

I

marinfl is the frailest of flghters. Speed is
another count against the submarine. Oper¬
ating ODpOOSd to armed ships the submarine is

compelled to stay under the surface, aid there
its speed is sacririced. It has no chance against
even a moderately speedy surface craft. It
may score heavily by accidenf- if the course

of a surface ship happened tfl UMa*Bfflja
lti OtTO, for InilfllaTO Bl they >ay was the .i«r-

when the Formidable was tot»pedoed M New
Year's Day, 1916. As a dflfflniiflO weapon.
however, the sub-sea craft has a <ii -* r,.-1

place."

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CON-
CERNING BIG GUNS AND

BIGGER.

"I have been told." 1 said. "that the Hnt
ish did not have an easy time .jecidi- _; what
.aize guns they bhould have on thfl lf iirs'
line ships. About one-half of the ..;'
and experts favored the. ].")-in<*h gun, Ifl
of the 13.5-inchers, on the ground of the
added power and the better ehanees of hi»*
because of the flatter tra.ectory of th>-
glf gun--. But the other half of th*-i- e-rpert.
opinion held out for the smaller gflUaB. Thu
two factions were M evenly balarned that a

mere layman, Mr. Winston (hor-hi!!, -ta-

alled upon.or rather forced.to make the
find decision. He BBBteffld the IS-ifl
Now, did the Battle of Jutland Bar-k M
other er.gagements of the present war prove
either the wisdom or error of Mr. ' hurehiil'l
judgment''"

"I'nfortunately, I was not one of the -ye
-ses at the great naval battle off Jut¬

land Bank"-
"But, admiral, is not the tendency in al

most every navy for bigger ships and b:gger
guns?"

"All deper.ds on the work a navy is ext

to do, on the destiny wh..:h ,-hapes lti end.
There are times, I dare ay, in 9*ery navy
when the admiral in command of the

yarns for 15-inch guns. And then. age.in.
he devoutly prays for a gr.-a'»-r nopibef '

1.,-ineh rifles, tnstead of the fewflfl*. heavier
and siower shootmg pieces. .. icate

point. A man in love with ex-cathedra
dogma.s should steer elear of it."
"There is one thing about the present Amer
;in :,aval programmes whieh amazes ua mere

laymen," I went on; "amazes, in fact, more

than mere laity.it almost scai. nru of
the thoroughly able British technical cril
among others. And that is the COBt of th«
proposed American ships. Ter. sT«Tpfl"*r-oVOafla

ITI to cost abi * "»0 each.
Bfld the battle crui.^er- ovr ttOJbOOJbbb Meh,
and the scout cruisers sumeth.
000 apiece. The flagship of Admiral Jdlicoe's
<Irand Fleet, the Iron Duke, eoflt I 510.-
000,000 and the British spent, apprnximately,
the same amount for their battle cruisers of the
. ^i.t-r' Mary type. Of course, :,teel is much
higher now and the shipbuilding M in
America are much more exptnsi.c than on the
Ty: fl.

"But, even so, why should America spend
for her ten battleships enough moiiey to huild
nineteen of the most formida le fighting .-hip-*
afloat to-day? The same applies to their
scouts; the British are reported to have spent
less than f'J.oOO.OOO for the Arethusa type.
Afl*J America i.s to spend for a similar craft
something like 150 per cent more m-

Tho rear admiral looked at me quietly as

if nothing particularly ridiculous had hap¬
pened.
"Do you come to me for an explanation of

ail this?" he said. "It d.d not occur to you to

go to Admiral Dewey and the gentlemen of
the General Board? Don't misunderstand me;

Continued on Page Three.


