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In our own Civil War 1864 was
the most disappointing year of all
for the North, because it was the
year in which the victory that
seemed assured after Gettysburg and
Vicksburg in 1863 was not achieved
despite the terrific sacrifices of
Grant from the Rapidan to Cold
Harbor. The policy of Grant, how-I:
ever, relentlessly applied and inex-!
orably followed, did, as we see now,
make the collapse of the spring of
1865 inevitable. Men who expected
in 1864 that the victory would be]
won in that year were mistaken be- |
cause they underestimated the power
and resources of the South to resist,
but they were only mistaken in
degree, and what they believed would
happen in+1864 did happen in 1865.

Beyond all question the present
summer has been the worst period of
the war for the Germans since the
Marne, because it has seen the grad-
ual rise in the strength and efficiency
of the enemies, who were always
bound to defeat Germany, because
of their superior numbers, wealth, |
resources, if the war could be pro-
longed into a test of endurance. It
has seen the Russians “come back” |
and the British at last “arrive,” |

A war between countries having a
population in Europe of 300,000,000
and countries having a population of |
but 120,000,000—and this counts only
the Great Powers—can have but one
ending, if the issue turns upon en-
durance. If Germany's chances of
winning the war in the first weeks
in 1914 were far more than even, if
they were still better than even last
year, because the superior prepared-
ness of the alliance possessing in-
ferior ultimate resources still count-

'ed, the balance has already shifted
heavily, the odds are now heavily on
the Allies.

German agents will make the most
in Europe and here of the temporary
and considerable success in Ru-
mania. On the military side it is
beyond praise, but it has in the

The Summer Campaign

Regard being had for weather con-
ditions rather than for precise calen-
dar divisions, it may now be fairly
said that the end of the summer cam-
paign in Europe has come, Two
vears ago, when the fighting in the
west moved northward to Flanders
and the German invasion of FPoland,
in the east, approached, reached and
then receded from the suburbs of
Warsaw, there came that change in
weather conditions which found such '
graphic portrayal in the war re-
ports of the hour.

What, then, have been the results
of this contest, of the most terrific
phase af the Great War in more than
two years of its duration? And go-
ing still further afield, what has been
the sum total of the year's opera-
tions, measured by such evidence as
we have at hand? |

The answer is not hard to find. |
The year 1915 opened as brilliantly
for the Central Powers as any in the
Napoleonic ¢yele for the French Em-
peror. ‘The campaigns of 1915 had
carried the victorious German hosts
tc the Dwina, the Pripet Marshes
and the frontiers of Eastern Galicia.
German bulletins of a year ago fore-
cast, at this very moment, a short
Balkan campaign and then a victori-
cus peace. The short Balkan cam-
pnign came to fill to overflowing the
measure of German success, but the
victorious peace is to-day, on the tes-
timony of Berlin, quite as much as
that of Paris or London, even re-
moter than a year ago.

It was then, with the purpose of
dealing the final blow to France, that
Germany opened in February that
drive at Verdun which filled the press
of the world for the next four
months. But the drive failed. It
cost Germany above half a million
casualties, as against half as many
for France: it resulted in the gain
of & few square miles of French ter-
ritory without military value. Seek-
ing a decisive victory, Germany met
with @ terrible check, which was
presently to cost the German com-
mander who planned it his control | longer view weakened, not helped, the
of the German Genera! Staff, | Central Powers, because it has sub-|

And with the coming of sunmmer jected them to new strain and made |
the attention of the world was sud- fresh demands upon their greatly in-
denly turned to the Russian drive in | ferior numbers,
the east. In the following weeks| It is not too much to say that with
that Russia which in German esti-
mates of the preceding fall had been
eliminated from the war for years
rolled up the whole Austrian line

from the Styr to the Carpathians/|
cverran all of the Bukovina and

the certainty of German defeat is no
longer to be mistaken, In the United
States, for example, the conviction
that Germany is going to lose has
become wellnigh universal as a re-
viuch of Eastern Galicia, took 420,- 'sult of the past few months, We,
000 prisoners and inflicted casualties | who have the Civil War as an illu-
which must have brought the butch- | minating parallel always before our
er's bill for the Central Powers above | own eyes, know how inevitable must
750,000, This was added to the|be the outconre of any war which is
700,000 cost of the failure of Ver-ifought under gimilar conditions, and
¢un. And, in addition, Russia re- | we are seeing at last how similar

gained Austrian territory with a are the conditions, Looking only at |
greater ares than the French terri- | the neutral aspect, it is not an ex- |

tory held by Germany. aggeration to say that the summer

Then came the Allied drive in thelcampaig'n of 1916 has convinced the
Somme, which is still going for-| mass of Americans that, while the
ward. Like the German attack upon | war may last for several years, the
Verdun, this has not resulted in more  outcome is no longer in doubt, pro-
than & highly localized victory. It vided the alliance against Germany
has not pierced the enemy lines.
has not freed France, and there is a holding.
no present prospect that it will free
French soil in any immediate time.
But it has inflicted heavy losses upon
the Germans, and it has revealed | porations by the Public Service
that at last the Germans have to | commissions has not heretofore heen
reckon with the manhood of Britain, | especially successful when remedial
as well as the male population of | grders have been sufficiently impor-
France and Russia, Twice as much tant to be contested in the courts.
territory has been won by the Allies  The court review, the writ of certio-
us was gained by the Germans at yari, way the corporation's favorite
Verdun, more than twice &8 many weapon in fighting rate reductions

Unshackling Regulation

cannon have been captured and or orders for extension or better-
nearly twice as many prisoners ment of service. Case after case has
taken. | been sent back to the commission in

At the Somme the Gernmans have | this district for rehearing, involying
Jest not less than 250,000, the Allies  vast expense and delay, to the g.rcal
about 500,000, accepting the ratio of  detriment of the public buriness. In
Verdun, which gives every advan- practical effect the commission's or-
tage in calculation to the Germans. ders in many instances were thus
Terrible pressure has been exerted hamstrung, and the public has suf-
and is being steadily exerted upon® fered.
the nation inferior in numbers, al- Under a recent decigion of the
ready crippled by losses out of pro- Court of Appeals, undoubtedly one
portion to its resources. And to the of the most important and, to the
Homme attack we have to add the lay mind, one of the most enlight-
Jtalian drive nt Trigste, which took ened decisions in all the litigation
Gorlzia, gathered up 80,000 prison-| produced by the work of these bod-
ers and inflieted very heavy lesses jcs, there will be a great deal less
upon the Austrians.

Sinece January 1 the Central Pow- | the courts.”” The court held that
ors have logt not less than 1,760,000 | the commission had a right to de-
men: of this number considerably cide what was just and reasonable |

more than half a million have been | in making its orders, and that ;m"

material have been enormous, their I violation of some rule of law.
| over, it declared that the commis-

| sion was a body of experts, created

' der of the commission.

the ending of the summer campaign |

It holds, and every sign points to such |

Regulation of public service cor-|

of this “beating the commission in |

by the Legislature especially to pass
on the technical questions involved
ir. the business under its jurisdic-
tion, and that its judgment there-
fore ought to be taken in preference
to that of the courts on questions of
reasonableness,

The case in point involved an or-
ger to the New York and Queens
Gas Company to extend its mains to
Douglaston, through sparsely set-|
tled territory from which the re-|
turns would e slight. The company |
refused to obey the order, contend- |
ing that it was unreasonable, be-
cause the return on the investment
would be only 2% per cent. The
Appellate Division overruled the or-
The Court
of Appeals unanimously decided
against the lower court, sustaining
the commission’s order. “This de-
cision,” ruled the Court of Appeals,
“if allowed to stand, will seriously
hamper the commissions in the dis
charge of their duties, and go far
toward defeating the efforts of the
Legislature to establish agencies to
regulate the great public service
corporations.”

Under this ruling the commissions
will assume for the first time since
a writ of certiorari was granted to
a corporation ordered to make bet-
terments the place in the public ser-
vice which Governor Hughes visual-
ized. It is possible that this impor-
tant decision may be overturned by
the United States Supreme Court,
but it seems unlikely, because that
court has taken similar ground in
cases concerning railroad rate regu-
lation. Failing such reversal, the
commissions will have a freedom
sadly lacking hitherto in handling
cases.

Defeat Him!
On March 9 of this year Repre-
sentative John F. Carew of the 17th
Distriet sent out to constituents, un-
der his frank, a letter warning such
of them as might have business in
Europe to keep off vessels of bellig-
crent nations. He told them to ¥go
in an American ship if you have to
go to =ea,” declaring that any man
who sailed in a vessel of belligerent
registry was “guilty of a treasonable
disregurd of the supreme patriotic
duty which every man owes to his
country.” He added that such dis-
regard would be likely to embroil
this country in the European war,
and said he would be “inclined to re-
gard with indifference the fate of
any man disregarding this warning.”
This same John F. Carew, who
thus urged his constituents to abro-
gate their rights as American citi- |
zens and put himself on record as
willing to regard with indifference
the fate of any who failed so to give
up his rights, is a candidate for re-
election to the Congress of the
United States on the Democratic
ticket. There should be no doubt
ubout the result. Mr. Carew has not
been a conspicuous member of Con-
gress. But if his usefulness had
been ten times what it was hé
should be defeated for this one act
of his career—the act of an Ameri-
can who showed himself willing to
foreswear Americanism,

Too Late

President Wilzon's agreement to
recxamine the circumstances under
which the Federal Civil Serviee Com-
mission adopted "a policy of secrecy
as to its acts in order to avert “such
criticism of the Administration aa
would seriously embarrass it" in-
volves no rigk for this campaign. 1f
the matter progregses at its present
rate the records in question might
possibly be open to public serutiny
about the end of 1918—when Mr.
Wilson won't be worrying about cam-
paign issues greatly.

Up to date the President has com-
pletely supported the remarkable
cover-up policy of his appointees in
a case where the Administration is
charged with violating the spirit, if
not the letter, of the civil gervice law
to create political patronage. On
May 7, 1913, President Wilson issued
an order for examinations to be held
in order to select fourth class post-
masters. The order involved nearly
50,000 postmasters. Soon after the
appointments allegations were made
to the National Civil Service Reform

‘Leag'ue that Democrats had landed

jobs, in many cases, over the heads
of Republicans who had obtained
higher ratings in the examinations,
The league sought the facts, For
‘three years now it has been seeking
the facts. It has been put off on
one excuse or another every time it
attempted to get access to these
records—records which are freely
thrown open to the inspection of the
public by every state and municipal
civil service commission, and records
which have never before been kept
socret by the Federal Commission,
save for one brief period in 1890.
Finally, early this year, Mr. Me-
Ilhenny, president of the Federal
Commission by grace of Mr. Wilzon,
flatly told representatives of the Re-
form League that they couldn't have
the eligible lists resulting from these
examinations, for if the records wers
made public it might lead to “such |
criticism of the Administration H.'!:
would seriously embarrass it.” Per-
sonul appeal to Mr. Wilson brought |
no reversal of this decision, and fur- |
ther appeals have only now elicited

" his consent to a reéxamination,

Ohviously, if three vears have
hrought no progress toward muking

eantured. Their losses in guns and ' erder could he annulled only for the  public these important facts, the

More-'

| Assurances

three weeks remaining until the e]ecv:
tion is held cannot be expected to)
yield the information which the pub-.
lic desires and has a right to have.
The President must be judged on the
fact that he has withheld from scru-|
tiny public records which would
prove—or disproye—whether Demo-
crats were put into jobs under his,

| Administration which they had no

right to hold. It is not within hu-
man nature to let such charges stand
if the records would disprove them.

Powdered Coal for Locomotives |

(From Engineering ond Comtracting)
In spite of ordinances designed to

| reduca the grest tonnage of soot that

descends annually upon our eities, few
manufacturing municipalities can yet!
Jaim to have secured marked relief
from the “smoke nuisance.” But re-
lief is spparently in sight, snd from
& totally unexpected source. We re-
fer to the successful development of
the process of burning powdered coal
for generating steam in locomotive and
other boilers,

Pulverized till 85 per cent of it pass-
es & screen having 200 meshes to the
inch, “soft conl” gives an ulmost smoke
less flame when blown into & firebox
with air. The quuntity of air is auto-
matically regulated by the quantity nfl
powdered coal, go that careless firing, |
cuch as is now inevitabls with hand
stoking, cannot occur.

Hetween Chicago and Milwaukee the
Chicago & Northwestern placed in ser-
viee u vear ago a passenger locomotive
equipped for burnipg pulverized cosl.
It has been tharoughly tested in active |
cervice and has demonstruted a marked
saving in fuel. According to tests pub- |
fished in “The Railway Age Gnntl‘.e."i
this locomotive evaporated 13 per cent
more water per pound of cosl and con-
cumed 18 per cent less coal on the runs |
between Chicage and Milwalikee than
was required with a similar lncomotive|
fired with lump coal in the ordinary
manner. Moreover, & much cheaper
grada of cosl was uszed on the loco-
motive burning pulverized coal.

In firlng up the eold locomotive only
750 pounds of powdered cosl wers re-
ouired, as against 1,700 pounds of lump
conl. But an even greater point in fa-
vor of powdered conl is the ability to
shut off the fire entirely while stand-
ing still. Thus, the fire can be entirely
shut off for about half an hour, yec in
five minutes after it is started again
the boiler is up to full pressure. This,
caving in fuel while standing idle
makes powdered conl particularly de-
sirable for switching locomotives.

The switching engines in the freight
yards of cities and the engines that
are getting up steam or standing with
banked fires cause a very large part of
the “smoke nuisance” that has heen so
greatly deplored in all large cities, It
would seem row that, as far as loeo-
motives nre concerned, this, nuisance
need mo longer be tolerated. We go
further and predict that all large steam
power plants in eities will eventually
use powdered coa! not only hecause it
will prave to he more eeonomical, hut
Lircanuse & smokeless city ean bhe se-
cured in this way.

| n non-combatant?

Discontent on the Border
(From The New (Oricany Pimes Picayune )
Though the commands sent to the

harder wers hetter cared for than any
other large body of Ameriean troops
has ever heen, nnd while the training
unquestionably has been for their own
and the eountry’s good, the experience
does not seem to have stimulated the
papular interest in the Guard service
heped for. There were complaints in
some regiments over the delay of pay.
Units held leng in the state mobiliza-
tion eampa have prown discontented
nand restless. Tnesitat there were
many, enlisted in the hope of active
wrviee, whe tired of the camp mo-
notony and worried over the plight of
dependents v left at home. The
“red tape,” involving delays of equip-
ment and muster out, the failure of
that families would be
cared for and the delay in distribut-
ing the relief voted by Congress for
depapdents have ereated resentment.
These grievances may be swiftly
forgotten when the Guardsmen who
cherish them come home again and
find the home conditiona not so had
as they feared. But the evidences of
present discontent are noted in many |
quarters, The Mississippl regiment, in
camp at Jackson, reports many en-
listed men “absent without leave.”
Severn! hundred members of a Vir-
ginin regiment held in its mobilization
camp “raided” the state fair the other
day. an cxploit attributable to rest-

leseniess and dissatisfaction. Members
of u Brooklyn regiment sent home sev-
eral weeks ago have complained bit-

terly because their muster out has
heen unduly delnyed. Another “symp-
tom" of the popular feeling is reported
from New York City, where a National
Guard reeruiting agency, whose main-
tenance cost £25,000 last month, sue-
ceeded in recruiting only 372 men, the
cost per recruit being $67, where the
cost of recruiting for the regular army
was only $10 per enlistment.

Hark—They Call!
Will you lose the chance, my country,
oh! my country, now to stand
With the grave, inspired, earnest
brothers, breast to breast across
the sea?
See, they bear the bloody burden,
breathless—what a holy band!
Fighting, battling, wounded, dying,
that the future may be free.

Will you lose the chance, my country,
oh! my country?  Days shall
come |

When vour golden mines and for-
ests and your mighty weaith
shall seem

Far less glorious, far less precious
than the stemdy marching home |

0f the moen that went to battle for
the glory of & dream!

Will you lose the chance, my country,
oh! my equntry? When they |
BRY:
“Arma und navy both mre lacking”
see, a cloud from cosst to
const,
Fire by night and smoky column up
against the sky hy day,
Heirs of men who fought for free-
dom - mighty and ideal host!

' contradiction of terms.

| doubt.

WEASEL DIPLOMACY

Patent Cm:dicﬁcu ;Mr. Wilson's

U-Boat Policy
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The question as to what should
be done by the United States regarding
the destruction by a German submarine
of the ships off Nantucket was settled
by Mr. Wilson in his note of last April
to Germany, a9 follows:

“Vessels of neutral ownership . . .

have been destroyed along with vessels |

of belligerent ownership. . Some-
times their passengers and crews have
been vouchsafed the poor security of
being allowed to take to the ship's
boats before the ship was sent to the
bottom. .

“The government of the United States
has been very patient It has
become painfully evident to it that the

. s

| position which it took at the very out-
" set |s inevitable, namely—the use of
' submarines for the destruction of an

enemy's commerce is, of necessity, be-
cause of the very character of the ves-
sels employed, and the very methods of
attack which their employment of

with the principles of humanity, the
long established rights of neutrsls and
the saered immunities of non-comba-
tants,

“If it is still the purpose of the im-
perial government to prosecute relent-

| THE COMPLACENT MIDDLE WEST |TARIFF ISSUE -

| turn.

) Business, the world serie -
| course involves, utterly incompatible : e dbmmbeker i)

A Returning Eastern Patriot Finds Smug Prosperity Rejoicing
i

That “He Kept Us Qut of War,” Germans Deserting
Hughes and the Republican Campaign in Doubt

To the Editor of The Tribune,

and other Western centres, for a ma- |

Sir: A trip into the fat and compla- | jority of the people I saw and talked

cent Middle West at this eritical time with were Democrats,

of the national campaign would be an
eye opener for any fervid Eastern pa-
triot who believes national honor and

But these Dem-

| perats are very confident of vietory.
| They give one very specific and very |

the future wellbeing of the country,

hang upon the triumph of either Mr.
Hughes or Mr. Wilsen.
been across half the continent. When
I set out for the mid-country it wis
with keen curiosity to learn what of

I have just

numerous reason why they think tbfar
will win,

Recently, so Western Democratie
leaders declare, the Germans have
begun to incline toward Wilson. For

| this change of heart Colonel Roosevelt
'is mostly blamed. The Democrats are

the issues was most important in in-

clining the voters toward the rival can-
didates.

It came to me as a real shock that
people are talking little polities, and,
eside from the politicians themselves, |

taking little interest in the campaign.
From New York to St. Louis buffet car

| men. |

talk brought forth but one political

Then the discussion was mild.

biles were the conversational topliners

' wherever | found men congregated

less and indiscriminate warfare against

vessels of commerce by the use of sub-

marines, without regard to what the|

government of the United States must

consider the sacred and indisputable |

rules of international law and the uni-

versally recognized dictates of human-

ity, the government of the United
States is at last forced to the conclu-
sion that there is but one course it can
pursue,

“Unless the imperial German govern-
ment should now immediately declare
and effect an abandonment of its pres-
ent methods of warfsre against pas-
senger and freight earrying vessels, the
government of the United States can
have no choles but to sever diplomatic
relations with the government of the
German Empire altogether.”

There can bs no loophole or misun-
derstanding in regard to what shonld
now be done, Neutral vessels have
been destroyed, together with vessels
of belligerent awnership, “The use of
submarines for their destruction is, of
necessity, because of their character,
utterly incompatible with the principles
of humanity, the long established

| rights of neutrals and the sacred im-

munities of non-combatants,” and Mr.
Wilson cannot escape his own conclu-
¢ion that, unless the imperial German
government sbandoned that mode of
warfare, the government of the United
States had no choiee but to sever diplo-
matic relations with Germany.

What 1 cannot understand ls why
we should speak of “the universally
recognized dictutes of humanity, the
long estublished rights of neutrals and
the saered immunities of non-comba-
tants,” and then supinely wait until an
American is killed. Thers seems to be
Is an Ameri-
cun the only one that can be considered
Have we not as a
people chosen to feel under obligations
to inhabitants of other countries?
Have we no obligations toward human-
ity in general? Does not the starva-
tion and slaughter of Armenians, Serbs
and Belgiuns appeal to us? Why, then,
ghould Mr. Wilson walt until some
Ameriean is killed before severing dip-

during my ten days west of the Alle-
ghanies.

A smug prosperity has engulfed your
mid-Westerners, [In that prosperity [
believe I found the answer to the Wil-
son drift, which on the surface is ap-
parent out that way. The slogan “He
kept us out of war" Is a very potent
one, Prosperity s
throughout the Mississippi Valley, and
the heirs of this abundance do not wish

easily visible

' Coast,

straining every effort to win over the
Teuton vote, and it cannot be ques-
tioned that they are meeting with some
success. [ found s number of St. Louls |
Germans who sdmitted that Wilson was |
winning over many of their eountry-

Mr. Hughes injured his own candi- |
dacy on his first trip to the Pucific
One hears this everywhere

throughout the country he traversed,

'and Republicans declare it as openly

as Democrats, Three Republicans from

 Kansas who travelled on the train
| with me declared they would yote for

to he disturbed frem their enjoyment
(of it by anything that hints of war,

It would not be fair to Judge condi-
tions by repofts I heard In St. Louts

Wilson or stay away from the polls
after having heard Hughes, and they
asserted that Kansas was strong for
Wilson's kind of peace and prosperity.
[ left New York convineed that
Hughes would be our mext President.
Now | am in doubt. My reasons may
npot seem very important, but no one
can go into the Middle West just now
and not feel that everywhere the flow
of the tide is toward Wilson. |
M. E. W. ll
1
———

New York, Oct. 17, 1816,

RIGHTS OF THE UNBORN ] U-BOATS
Defence of Birth Do They Lese cmcmm,

Judge Wadhams'
Control Meets Criticism

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Judge Wadhama deserves con-

sideration, because he is not only a h

justice of the Court of General Ses-
sions, but alse n man of ideals. Wheth-
¢r he could offer any valid reason for
birth control may be a question. I
never have heard or read any., It is
certain, however, that what he went
out of his way to,say is both illogical
and absurd,

For the sake of argument, one might
admit the weli controverted danger of
tuberculosis being transmitted by in-
heritance, Yet what conceivable value

(ean knowledge of the laws of birth

control

have to a tubercular man?

Isn't society's duty first of all to heall

him, if it can? That can best be done
by husbanding his strength.
to protect others,
as much as the unborn children.
society won't let him, then it should
provide for him. If a woman is rear-
ing & family, she is the greatest wealth
giver the state has. France and Eng-

and surely the wifel»
It

land recognize that now. We partially

recognize it in the widows’ pension.

Birth control enters into the matter as
much as the letter “o” in mice.
Moreover, we know that science as
well as history  and the experience of
all of us prove that the unborn stand
far too good a show and life offers
tkem far too much to sacrifice them in

lomatie relations with that country . manner which many deem murder.

which is waging a ruthless war toward
humanity?

Mr. Wilson is raported to have said:
“The country may
Germany will be %21d to its promises.
1 have no right 1. to question their
willingness to fulfil them."” That is
not the question. Mr. Wilsan definitely
crossed his bridge and burned it behind
him when he concluded that unless they
declared and effected an sbandonment
of their present methods of warfars
(the sinking of passenger and freight
carrying vessels by submarines), “the
United Statea government ecan have no
choice but to sever diplomatic relations
with the government of the German
Empire altogether.”

i CLARENCE B. WOOD,

Bosten, Mass,, Oct. 10, 1016,

Of the Right Type

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Mr. Hughes in his Charleston,
W. Va., address said: “I desire to econ-
sider some of the actions which have
been taken, in order that we may have
a fair estimate. The other day it was=
that the nlternative of the present
poliey of the Administration was war,
that any one who undertook to eriti¢ise
that nction must necessarily favor war.
I am & man of pewee, und it iz because
I desire to see American peace safe-
puurded that I insist upon a firm and
unflinching maintenance of Amerlcan
rights and such policies as will deserve
and hold *the esteem of the entire
world. The policy of a sound enforce-
ment of known rights is not a policy of
war, It is a policy of security, of solf-
respeet. When this nation forgets the
dignity of its own ecitizenship and the
rights of its own citizens it will enter
upon a period of decadence, will invite
insults and will surely end in over-
whelming disaster, No party can stand
before the American people and say
that it will not maints'n American
rights, and [ propose that this shall not
simply be said, but that it shall be
done.”

The sentences quoted clearly dis-

Sir:

rest assured that

WINTER RUSSELL.
New York, Oct. 16, 1016,

A Meaningless Phrase
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sirs Thers are a lot of sentimental,
unthinking people who almost weep as
they reverently pronounce the shib-
bolath. “He kept us out of war,” and
many good Republicans, either becausa

of their own convictions, or in many |

cases those of their wives, men with
zons or relations of fighting age, intend

| requires

ta vote for a Democrat for the first,
time in their lives, not because they'

believe he is fitted for the job, but be-
cause “he kept us out of war”
Cannot something be done to show

! these people that Mr. Wilson has done

timorous, un-American uttitude
hrought us nearer to being involved in
the BEuropean fracas than would the
stern demand for a strict observance
of our rights and a protest againgt the
violution of the rights af others from a
stronger President?

Does any one doubt for s moment that
the men, women and children who went

down with the Lusitania would be alive |

to-day, or that we would still be at

pesce with the European nations, had

an ultimatum been sent to Germany

early in the war, such as was sent to/

England several years ago by the stiff-
necked President of that time?
Thers was far greater possibility of
our becoming involved in & war with
England after Grover Cleveland's cele-
brated message on the Venezuelan
question than our now being
the European conflict because of any at-

AND SEA WARFARE

When They Enter Our Ports? |
To the Editor of The Tribune. |
Sir: Many of your readers must
ave noted with surprise your com-/
mendation of Secretary Lansing's note
in reply to the request of the Entente
Allies that submarines of belligerent

powers be denied the use of our ports.

You suggest that our government's
position in permitting them to use
our ports like ordinary naval vessels

was “sound end logieal,” because (1}

to deny it would Involve changing the

rules of naval warfare during the!

progress of a war, and (2) because, “if
we insist that U-boats must be clasaed
a8 cruisers when they engage in com-
merce destroying, we must give them |
all the privileges of cruisers when

Second, | they enter our waters and ports.”

Now, undoubtedly to change a well
established rule of naval warfare dur-
ing & war will justly be deemed unneu-
tral by the helligerent whose interests
are thereby injured. Such was the
answer in substance given by our State
Department to Austria-Hungary when
we were asked to prevent the export
of munitions of war. But you will
note that this is not among the rea-
sonas given by Seecretary Lansing in
the note in question, prrhaps hecause
on the point at issue there was no rule
established at all when the present
war began. Our government was
therefore free to frame a new rule on
the subject, based upon right reason
and a farsighted view of our national
interests, whether at war or in peace.

Has this heen done? The Secreta-
ry's note i= dated August 31, and was
therefore written prior to the reeent
visit of the U-53 to Newport—the first
occasion in our history that the ques-
tion arose. No precedenta hrand the
State Department, although it is said
that Holland and Denmark ameng the
sore beset neutrals of Europe have
found that enlightened self-interest
that both submarines and
aeroplunes be denied the privileges df
their territory.

That Secretary Lansing might eon-

| sistently have enforced the rules of

so-ealled “eruiser warfare” on U-
hoats when dealing with their mer-

nothing of the kind, that his vacillat- | chant prizes and still have held that

|ing,

they were not such cruisers as were
entitled to the privileges of omr ports
will appesr more fully if we consider
that in the one case we are dealing
with the abselute right of a non-com-
batant to his life and in the other
cuse are dealing with a question of
the maintenance of our neutrality as
a nation.

This question of our neutrality was
the real question which was raiced by
Lhe Allies’ note to the United States, to
which our Secretary of State has made
a4 somewhsat curt and not over-cour-
teous reply. Now, no nation may claim

| #s of right to harbor its vessels of

war in a neutral nation’s ports. As
was gaid by the commissioners under
the Treaty of Washington in the
Geneva award on account of the Ala-

drawn into bama claims:

“The privilege of extra-territoriality

titude we might ussume, except that of  accorded to vessels of war hns been

cowardice.

admitted into international law, not as

Germany certainly has her hands full, | an absclute right, but solely as a pro-
and the Allies are in much the same ceeding founded on the principle of

predicament.

Those of us who are old enough to
remember the Venezuelan messuge will
recall the thrill of pride that went

through this land when it was sent,!
such a thrill as has not followed any |

" act of the present Administration.

cover the fact that, instead of being a |

rhetorieal politician, their suthor is &
brainy statesman of the right type, and

| therefore absolutely worthy of the con-

fidenee and ballot of every conscien- |

tious, mentally sound and truly Ameri-
ean elector, be he native-born or natu-
ralized. With Mr. Hughes at the helm
of state the right man would be in the
right place, beyond & shadow of a
F. K. P.
Woodhaven, N. Y., Oet. 12, 19816,

Oh, for a Dewey!
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: President Wilson has posed as
the protagonist and protector of the
neutral powers; but what kind of neu-
trality was that when & vessel of the

| United States Navy stood by while a

vessel of a neutral country was sunk

1 on the high sens by a belligerent? Nay

Will you lose the chance, my country,
oh! my country? Sometimen
peace

Means but death, and gain and wel-
fare gather where coYruption
lies.

Hark, they call, whose glorious war-
fure means forever war shall
cense!

Will you losd the chance, my eoun-
try, oh! my country? Wake and
risel

MARIE VAN VORAST.

more, the vessel of our navy meekly
and obligingly got out of the way when
told to do so by the taider!
neutrality?  If looks to me more like
complicity before the fact
know the nume of the commander of

1
]

Was that |
| eall for the Glad Stuff Anodyne. Some-

I don't

the destroyer, but I'm sure it wasn’t'

Dewey, or Farragut, or anything like

that, Had it been he would have

placed his vesse! hetween the subma-

rine and its neutral vietim and dared

it to fire. D, W. BARKER.
Braaklyn. Oct. 18 19148,

It should be made clear to every one
that this slogan is nothing more than

s phrase that sounds very lovely, but

which means nothing.
JOHN W. WOOD.
Buffale, N. Y., Oct. 14, 1016,

Pollyanna Passes
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Siri Why not let Pollyanna go glad-
ly on her way without pressing the
point that to be joyful one must be &
feol? 1 have so fur resisted the temp-

tation to join the throng, but just to

prove what a hideous example can do
I herehy state that personally | agree
with the ancient who said in his wis-
dom, “Count no man happy until he is
dend.” I further believe no woman
huppy after she is dead, for then eyes
can truly see.

But the fact that s few of us don't
agree that “All's right with the
world” doesn’t seem to prove much aa
leng as the great unthinking majority

where | have recently seen a clever
skit on the oh, be joyful literary out-
put ranging from Browning to Lem
sStratton Porter which eame nearer
making me joyful than I thought possi-
ble. Where is our sense of proportion,
our love of truth and, above all, our
sense of humor? L M'N, 8,
Neaw Yark, Oct 14, 1974,

courtesy and mutual deference be-
tween nations, and, therefore, ecan
never be appesled to for the protec-
tion of acts done in violation of neu-
trality.” (3 Wharton's Digest, 630.)
The real question to be decided,
then, is whether in the case of a craft
which can submerge at will we can
enforce the neutral duties which we
owe and for which we may be held
liable in damages after the war if we
are negligent and fail to use “due
diligence” as that term is exemplified
and defined in the Geneva decision, It
in well known that one gubmarine can-
not trace snother when cither or both

| may be submerged; also that surface

craft are helpless against them. The
question is, then, how can we enforee
against them the rules necessary to
our neutrality? To the lay mind the
answer is not clear. Let us trust that
our State Department has taken coun-
sel with experienced naval officers
before answering the recent Allied
memorandum. X Y- &
New York, Oct. 13, 1016, !
B S ——— 1

Fraudulent Voters

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Since Secretary Lansing's deci-
sion that naturalization is fraudulently
obtained in cases where a foreign ulle- |
glance is retained 1 have not seen it
stated that any effort has been made |
to clear the electoral registers of such
cases. Undoubtedly there are many '
such fraudulent voters, and I beg re-
spectfully to inquire whether the
knuown faet will not invalidate all elee-
tions, H. D. PARKER.

Washington, D. O, Oct. 18, 1914,
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Abandoning politicians and --rof.:m‘:::i
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Party Lines Weak

However, men are talking freely, N
body is hiding his ﬂp:n:unarf uk:d \f:;
it, and there does not appear to be
much passion about anything, (ne
gnds ﬂenuhlirar:a who are going to vate
for Wilson, not especially “because he
kept us out of war"—ane Demoerat
questioned on that issue blurted out:
*That's bunk, of course. We never
had a chance to get into war'"—byt be.
cause Hughes has been 2 disappoint.
ment or because things, materially
Bpeskl‘hz. are pretty smooth as they
:‘:ﬁyblﬁlng;ll_s it may seem, one meets

epublicans o
v, p f f this shade of

But apparently there are
Democrats who will vote .‘af‘;!ul:;:l,
There are a few Progressives whe Irili
be for Wilson and Seabury, infimitely
more who will be for Hughes and Ses-
bury. But Whitman appears to have s
big majority of the Progressiva vote.

Coming to the stute campaign, the
stakes of which are the offices of Goy-
ernor and members of the Logislature,
it was surprising to find among the
profe-.s:guam muny of them st least-
an opinion that Whitman might run
ahead of Hughes in the upstate
counties. This opinion is based on the
claim that Wilson is stronger than his
party. If Wilson is stronger than his
party, then Hughes must be weaker
than his party.

Seabury Proves Weak

It is lucky for Whitman that his
i ; Mr.
Seabury has just finished a speaking
tour through some of the river counties,
and, neeording to the Republican work-
eri, he stirred up no enthusissm. [n
udd:_::un to the weukness of the Demos
cratic candidate there is in the minds
of the voters a vivid memory of the
régimes of Dix and Sulser and Glymn,

In the river counties thus far visied
there is no question about the election
c:f Republican members of Congress,
State Senate and Assembly, Mr. Filﬂ-
of Poughkeepsie, ewner of “The Eagle®
here, cunnot possibly be defcated by

Magor Cox, of Middletawn, Orange
Cofinty. In Putnam County, to mebs
tion u territory which hus been troubled
nolitically, "Jack” Yale snd “Ham"
Fish may not be loving friends, but ab
least they are bac & same candi=

date for the Aszembly,
-

MISS STRACHAN URGED
AS AID TO MAXWELL

Friends Say Mayor Favors Her
for Associate Superintendent

Mayor Mitche! has come out infaver
of & woman for associate superiatends
ent of schools, necording to friesds of
Miss Grace Strachan, s candidafe for
the vdeaney under William H. Marwe
Superintendent of Schools, Confident @
the Mayor's support, many wemend
organizations have sent appesls o the
Rourd of FEducation urging Mis
Strichan's election. Three yeam ago
the “Equal Pay for Equal Work" ieader
was u eandidate for a similar paition.

The teachers’ section he Woman
Suffrage Party, the Women High
Schon! Teachers' Association sid the
Interborough Association of Vomed
Teachers are among those indriing
Mias Strachan.

The nominating committee of 1RO
Beard of Education will meet EB-mots
row afternoon, and the electidn will
tako place at the next meetingof the
board, on Octobér 205

SHONTS ASKS TAX RELEF

Cposed to Payment for ftemural of
Snow '

In the annual report of the Nev \ol:

Railways Company Theodore P.Slﬂ-oﬂ.l

applies for relief from the hu‘dw“l

avement repairs and snow :mo .

n
he obligation of repairs was 144 upe
the company, he declares, in fhe day

of the horse car on the gro ‘lhli
the horses wore out the pave .:;ul
Including the repair, snow o™

i S e com-
city, Mr. Shonts figures that |

pany is puying 10 per cent of 14 §
receipts in taxes.
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